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Kate Smith in Quick Sales Zoom 
Among Phonograph Best Sellers 


¥ 








Kate Smith soid close to 600,000 
Columbia records in the first three 
months of 1942. This sensational 
sales pace’ was achieved as a result 
of a decision of her manager, Ted 
Collins, only last fall to re-enter the 
phonograph field from which Miss 
Smith had been absent for years, 
concentrating on radio. 

Collins secured typ tunes to cut 
foz Columbia’s 50c label and the re- 
sult has been a succession of hit 
discs. With ‘White Cliffs of Dover,’ 
‘Melancholy Baby,’ ‘Blues in Night,’ 
‘She'll Always Remember,’ etc., Miss 
Smith was smacko. 

Another recording artist, Benny 
Gocdman, never sold records like he 
has recently, even in the hey-day of 
his popularity. Since dropping from 
Columbia’s 50c sides to the Okeh 35- 
eenters, he has had several strong 
hits like ‘Jersey Bounce,’ ‘My Little 
Cousin,’ ‘Somebody Else Is Taking 
My Place.’ The renewed interest in 

(Continued on pag- 52) 





Bway Showmen 
Expect to Benefit 
By Gas Rationing 





Stringent gas rationing reports, 
which were somewhat modified later 
last week, threw a scare into sum- 
mer legit managers but it wasn’t 
bad news to Broadway. Showmen 
who recently predicted a good sum- 
mer for theatres in the metropolis 
are now doubly optimistic. They 
figure that the decrease in motoring 
will attract visitors to town, while 
residents will be able to use cars 
for only short distances. 

New York's other diversions bar- 
ring war disturbances should bene- 

(Continued on page 54) 





History to Suffer Again 
If Milstein Creates Role 
. Of Paganini in Films 


Concert violinist Nathan Milstein 
is discussing a film deal with his 
film producer cousin, Lewis Mile- 
stone, to do ‘The Life of Paganini,’ 
story of the great violinist. The 
script is all prepared and terms are 
Similar to those which Jascha Hei- 
fetz received from Samuel Gold- 
Pe percentage, plus a guaran- 





Milstein is 37 and good looking. 
The fabulous Paganini was thin, 
ugly, and, legendarily ‘related to the 
devil.’ Probabilities are that Paga- 
nini will be nade into a romantic 


Better With Spurs Off 


Fort Devens, Mass., April 28. 


Following complaints of barked 
shins and slashed ankles, Chap- 
lain Edward J. Kroenecke post- 
ed this order last week: 


‘Gentlemen of the cavalry will 
please remove their spurs while 
dancing.’ 


SPECIAL BAND 
RATE FOR WAR 
FAREWELLS 


Pittsburgh, April 28. 

Local 60 of musicians union at gen- 
eral meeting last week set a scale 
of prices for volunteer parades and 
publie send-offs for draftees. For 
these functions, it’ll be $5 for an hour 
and a half or less, with the leader 
getting the regular fixed salary and 
paying the 2% charge to the local. 

For any other. patriotic affairs, 
other than parades or dances held in 
honor of or as*a farewell to draftees 
and volunteers, price is $5 for an 
hour or less, with the regular leader 
price and overtime. Engagements in 
these classifications can be held at 
any time of the day or night at this 
price. 

















Stars Develop Sudden 





Camera Shyness; Stay | 
Out of Critics’ Range} 


Hollywood, April 28. 

Film players who once leaped at 
an opportunity to pose for syndicate 
and magazine layouts are imitating 
the violet in these wartime days and 
making it tough for interviewers and 
their attendant photographers. Male 
stars of miltary age are turning 
down requests for off-screen pho- 
tography, even when posed as 

(Continued on page 22) 








Hedy’s Hobby 


Washington, April 28. 

Hedy Lamarr, in addition to her 
other attributes, has been revealed 
to the War Department here as quite 
an inventor of mechanical gadgets. 
Film star has evolved a secret device 
which she offered the Army. 

Brasshats were much impressed 
with it, but turned it down because 
another ‘nventor in another part of 
the country had a short tiine previ- 





ously turned out something similar, 





character. 


but a little further advanced. 


256 CEILING OK IN HWOOD 





TT NOLL A |Coast Resorts Fall on Dark Days 
Via Dim-Out, But OK for Spooners 


PAT RIG OM 


President’s $25,000 Wartime 
Income Ceiling Makes 
Film Production Largely 
Dependent Upon General 
Good Will of Stars and 
All-Around Cooperation 
Among Execs — If Stars 
Cut Down on Pix They 
Risk ‘Public Forgetfulness’ 
—No Ceilings on Rentals 
or Admissions 





MORALE FACTOR 





Quick on the heels of the Admin- 
istration’s move to establish a $25,000 
income ceiling, in order to curb 
possible inflation, show business has 
risen to the occasion in its all-out 
expression of accord with President 
Roosevelt. Hollywood, notably, has 
stressed that ‘dollar patriotism’ is no 
byword among its stars and execu- 
tives. Land of fancy incomes, the 

(Continued on page 55) 


Joe Kennedy May Align 
With the War Effort 
In a Picture Capacity 





Washington, April 28. 
Insiders in Washington feel that 
Joseph P, Kennedy, former Ambas- 
sador to the Court of St. James, will 
soon be connected with the war ef- 
fort, but not as overlord of VU. S 
shipping. More likely in associa- 


ition with the motion picture activi- 


ties of the Government. Kennedy 
himself has denied the shipping post 
report. 
Kennedy’s friends blame 
(Continued on page 15) 


MARILYN MILLER BIOG 
AS WARNERS MUSICAL 


Hollywood, April 28. 

Life of Marilyn Miller, stage and 
sereen star who died in 1936, is be- 
ing prepared for filming at Warners 
as a starrer for Joan Leslie, who 
demonstrated her singing and danc- 
ing ability in “Yankee Doodle Dandy’ 
recently sneak previewed. 

Audience response to ‘Yankee’ 
persuaded Warners to try another 
picture about an outstanding figure 
in show business. Miss Miller’s suc- 
cess was achieved chiefly on the 
stage in the Follies, ‘Peter Pan,’ 
‘Rosalie,’ ‘Sunny’ and other Broad- 
way hits. In addition she appeared 
in several filmusicals for First Na- 
tional. 


Harry 











Ww 


Krupa’s Confession 





Milwaukee, April 28. 

Gene Krupa, who ought to 
know, says: 

‘Us gutbucket skinbeaters is 
all,’ 

Which, translated, means that 
the kids are going more for 
schmalz—soft music, soft lights, 
romance; they’re no _ longer 
wacky about swing, 


TOSCANINI IS 
EXPECTED BACK 
AT NBC 


Arturo Toscanini will probably re- 
turn next seasOn as conductor of the 
NBC Symphony orchestra, Maestro 
is carrying on negotiations with NBC 
and his demands are reported met 
financially, 


Toscanini will not conduct the or- 
chestra unless his position is un- 
qualified. Deal nearly snagged when 
NBC wanted to divide control be- 
tween the Italian and Leopold Sto- 
kowski with Toscanini vetoing the 
plan. 

Conductor will return to the N. Y. 
Philharmonic in the 1942-43 season 

(Continued on page 55) 


A.E.F. in North lreland 
Lodges Squawk About 
Oldie American Films 


London, April 28. 

The U.S. Army Command.has com- 
plained directly to distrib offices in 
New York about the old American 
pictures made available for American 
troops in North Ireland, Army heads 
threatened to bring over their own 
equipment and _é up-to-the-minute 
films unless the situation improved. 

New York distribution execs then 
promised to supply late films, with 
the result that their-British branches 
are ina jam. There is an agreement 
between Kinematograph Renters So- 

(Continued on page 49) 























McCoy Theme Song? 


Camp Chaffee, Ark., April 28. 

Survey was made here recently 
to determine the boys’ fave tune, so 
that Glenn Miller could dedicate it 
to them on his ‘Camel Caravan’ 
show. 

Winner was the very much you- 
ain’t-kiddin’ ‘Someone Else Is Tak- 
ing My Place.’ 











By JO RANSON 

Veteran operators of games, rides 
and bathing establishments in Coney 
Island, greatest Hitler-hating colony 
on earth and America’s cradle of 
inexpensive carnival, are long-faced 
but determined to cooperate in en- 
forcement of new and drastic rules 
handed down by the Army and OCD 
heads regarding illumination at the 
island. It will be paradise, however, 
to scores of romancers on the board 
walk because of the dimout. Roll- 
ing chairs, for first time in history 
of resort, may do booming biz and 
will be at premium. Some are even 
dubbing the place ‘Pittsburgh-by- 
the-Sea’ because of smoky outlook. 

Resort industry has been told off 
in blunt terms it must dim out in 
order to cut down mounting shipping 
casualties from enemy subs, Meeting 
of all concessionaires was called by 
Coney Island Chamber of Commerce 
at Feltman’s eatery on Surf avenue 
in mid-afternoon last week and given 

(Continued on page 55) 


30 Film Stars 
To Sell Bonds 
In 120 Cities 


Hollywood, April 28. 

Uncle Sam took priority on the 
off-screen talents of film players 
through an agreement with the 
Hollywood Victory Committee. Re- 
sult is a clearing house by which 
motion picture stars will be assigned 
to entertainment jobs in Army, 
Navy, Marine and other Government 
service stations. 

Under the new priority arrange- 
ment, reported by Kenneth Thom- 
son, Charles K. Feldman and Howard 
Strickling after huddles with of- 

(Continued on page 54) 


Anti-Booze Spotlight 
On Juves Because Of 
Misbehaviorism at Pix 


San Francisco, April 28. 

Clubwomen here are sufficiently 
upset by unruly conduct of boys and 
girls at weekend picture shows to 
demand stricter enforcement of laws 
prohibiting sale of liquor to minors. 

The demand was made upon Police 
Chief Charles W. Dullea and Board 
of Equalization by women of the 
San Francisco City and County 
Federation of Women’s Clubs. 

The only phase of deportment of 
minors they mentioned in their 
squawk was their conduct at the film 
houses. 
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Thurs. Is Broadway Blackout Day 


And B. 0. Is Expected to Suffer 








A large number of theatres in New 
York City, including the entire 
Times Square area, are looking for 
the dullest Thursday night ever to- 
morrow evening (Thurs.) when 
there will be a complete blackout 
extending from 23d street to 125th 
street and from river to river. It 
will be at 9 p.m. and is scheduled 
to last until 9:20, according to po- 
lice. Not only theatres, but niteries, 
cafes, etc., will be hit. 

In addition to total darkness in the 
large area selected for the test black- 
out, which will have a tendency to 
keep people at home, many men and 
women will have to be on duty as 
air-raid wardens in their buildings 
and as members of the roof squads, 
floor monitors, ete. Thursdays in 
the theatres is ordinarily a good day, 

(Continued on page 22) 


HWOOD AGENTS 
IRKED BY BAR 
ASS'N RULING 


Hollywood, April 28. 


American Bar Association ruling 
that actors should deal directly with 
attorneys is to be contested by film 
agents who are apprehensive this 
decision would permit lawyers to 
move in on the agency biz. Artists 
Managers Guild is studying the rul- 
ing and its possible effects on mem- 
bers. 


One of town's leading percenters 
took an alarmist attitude, saying if 
agents took ruling without a fight 
they would find attorneys edging in 
closer to their biz. Enforcement of 
ruling is expected to result in retal- 
iatory measure to prevent attorneys, 
actually practicing law, from repre- 
senting actors or engaging in agency 
biz. 

Bar Assoeiation ruling stated, ‘re- 
lation between artist and representa- 
tive is that of principal and agent. 
Fact that rep is interested in 10% of 
amount received by artist under 
contract does not alter the 10% sit 
uation.’ 

Some agents claim they will ignore 
the decision and continue to employ 
legal talent for clients whenever 
necessary and where such action is 
satisfactory to players they repre- 
sent. Specifically, ruling would elim- 
inate agents in legal discussions on 
contracts between player and at- 
torney and protect lawyers in their 
extra curricular duties as business | 
managers, 


Darmour’s Widow Wil 


Finish Out Col. mining | 

















Hollywood, April 28. 

Alice Darmour will carry out the 
production commitments made by 
her late husband, Larry Darmour, 
with Columbia. Schedule calls for 
two more ‘Ellery Queen’ mysteries, 
one serial currently in work and one 
to follow. 

Cliffhanger now in production is 
‘Perils of-the North West Mounted,’ 
to be followed by ‘The Blue Beetle.’ 
First of the ‘Queen’ pictures is “The 
Greek Coffin Mystery.’ Second is 
tentatively titled ‘The Lady in Black.’ 


March as Mark Twain 


Hollywood, April 28. 


Fredric March draws the title role 
of America’s pioneer humorist in 
"The Adventures of Mark Twain’ at 
Warners. 

Picture, covering the California 
and Mississippi River exploits of 
Samuel L. Clemens, is one of the 
year’s high budgeters on the Burbank 
lot, starting late in June. 











ZORINA A YANK NOW 


Vera Zorina received her final nat- 
wralization papers in N. Y. federai 
court on Monday (27) and returned 
te Hollywood immediately to be test- 
ed by Par for a role in ‘For Whom 
the Bell Tolls.’ 


v 


A 215,000 Sunday 





Big league baseball, extremely 
nervous to date concerning 1542 
attendance, got a surprise last 
Sunday (26). The good news 
came by way of the boxoffice. 

Of course, the thermometer 
registered 80 in New York that 
day, and it must have been 
pretty warm all over“the east, 
but glance over these figures for 
an ordinary April Sunday—and 
with the season hardly two 
weeks old. The cities where the 
games were played, the visiting 
teams, the doubleheaders, dnd 
attendance figures (taken from 
the boxscores) are given in that 
order: 


At— 
New York (Braves) (2).. 49,000 
Detroit (Browns) (2)..... 43,000 
Boston (Yankees)........ 40,000 


Washington (Athletics) (2) 25,000 
Philadelphia (Dodgers) (2) 22,000 
St. Louis (Pirates) (2)... 15,000 
Cincinnati (Cubs)........ 13,000 
Chicago (Indians)........ 8,000 


The total is 215,000. So base- 
ball ought to be able to roll its 
cigarettes with one hand until 
July 4, anyway. . 

But were these crowds relax- 
ing from the war? Was it the 
weather, or did they go to the 
games because of curtailed Sun- 
day driving? Or is it just base- 
ball? 

Incidentally, Boston also re- 
ported 20,000 turned away from 
that Yank-Red Sox game. 


SKOLSKY WRITING 
FOR HELLINGER UNIT 


Hollywood, April 28. 
Sidney Skolsky is trying his hand 
at film writing with the Mark Hellin- 
ger unit at Warners. Leads off On 
construction and research for ‘Mis- 
sissippi Belle.’ 
Latter has been maintaining his 


King Features syndicated column 
during his entire Hollywood career, 
and Skolsky’s present cinematic 
chore, of course, has no effect on his 
columning for United Features. 














Cukor and Katie Again 


Hollywood, April 28. 
George Cukor, who. directed 
Katharine Hepburn in three pictures, 
will perform the same function in 
‘Keeper of the Flame,’ in which the 





j}actress co-stars with Spencer Tracy 


at Metro. 


Story by I A. R. Wylie will be 
produced by Victor Saville. 














Bonds cost as little as $18.75, 
stamps come as low as 10 


cents. Defense bonds and 
stamps can be bought at all 
banks and postoffices, and 
stamps can also be purchased 
at retail stores. 


KORDA NAIVELY 
HONEST ABOUT 
WAR EFFORT 


By GEORGE FROST 


Coupled with the arrival in Yan- 
keeland of Alexander Korda from a 
junket to the land of Merry Ole, the 
airline press agents at New York’s 
LaGuardia Field this week began to 
get the fidgets over their self-im- 
posed ban on free space and wonder 
whether their tariff and sales de- 
partment bosses really do know any- 
thing about the gentle art of public 
persuasion. At any rate, general 
signs of a relaxed attitude were ap- 
parent in many of the airline’s ‘new 
bureaus,’ and a partial return to the 
March 7 heebeejeebeeies, which set 
in as a result of the Dec. 7 hotfoot, 
is anticipated in concerned corners. 


Korda came to town aboard a Pan- 
American Airways’ Transatlantic 
Clipper, to speak at length of Lon- 


(Continued on page 53) 


'H’wood’s Country House 
To Have Opening June 28 


Hollywood, April 28. 

Country House in the Valley that 
Gulf’s Screen Guild Theatre radio 
show built for Motion Picture Relief 
Fund will have its official opening 
June 28. Film stars who made gra- 
tis appearances on the program for 
which the oiler paid $10,000 weekly 
into the Fund will participate in the 
dedicatory gcremonies, to be broad- 
cast nationally over CBS. 

Retreat for indigent industry work- 
ers will have accommodations for 50 
persons at its opening, with facil- 
lities to be continually added. 





























Universal Pictures 





She’s a Norwegian by birth. 








ABBOTT and CUS'TELLU 
Currently on National Release 
—in— 

‘RIO- 


RITA’ 
Chase & Sanborn Hour, NBC-Red 


Under Personal Management of: EDWARD SHERMAN 


Femme ‘Spies’ Overrun H'wood 





Favorite Spy’ at RKO. 


Blonde’, but recovered from the 








Went to the ‘Ice-Capades’ and there was almost a catastrophe. 
the skaters were performing, Marlene Dietrich walked in. The ice took 
one look at her and melted, almost drowning them. 


Hollywood, April 28. 


There was only one Mata Hari in World War I, but the’ current 
carnage is breaking out with an epidemic of femme screen spies. 
Three of them are at work simultaneously_on the Universal lot, with 
Constance Bennett snooping around in ‘Madame Spy,’ Kaarén Verne 
in ‘The Great Impersonation’ and Irene Hervey in ‘Destination Un- 
known’. Mary Astor does.some plain and fancy espionage in ‘Across 
the Pacific’, and Jane Wyman has just finished a similar job in ‘My 


Madeleine Carroll was a secret agent for a while in ‘My Favorite 


Mata Hari complex after tangling 


up for seven reels with Bob Hope. 


THE BERLE-ING POINT 


By Milton Berle 


Hollywood, April 28. 
While 


Shavo Sherman says that Broadway has changed. He met a panhandler 
who gave him a receipt for the quarter he gave him. 

Harold Conrad wires about the agent whose business is growing by 
leaps and bounds. so he expanded. He now does business from two phone 


booths. 


she went out with a baton. 


the clapping. 


on Vine street. 


look like he’s stil] sleeping in one.’ 
Eavesdropped at Mike Lyman’s: 
Social Security.’ 


crossed cocoanuts.’ 


Ting-a-ling 
Ketchem & Cheatem 
Memories of the Opera 


out of the MIKADO. 


Jack (Baldy) Zero has gone very patriotic. 
red. white and blue toupe with built-in spats. 
Romo Vincent bought himself a suit without cuffs and it was the first 
time he’d seen his ankles in 15 years. 
Hollywoodiana 
Lana Turner didn’t have a date with a band leader the other nite, so 


He just bought himself a 


Joan Davis says the gophers on her property installed a pinball machine 
in one of the holes and now have fun tilting the lawn. 

The boys at a Navy Base felt so kindly towards Maxie Rosenbloom for 
entertaining them they elected him an ‘Honorary Barnacle.’ 

Billy Curtis, the midget, isn’t worried about transportation problems, 
I caught him riding down Vine street on the back of a Great Dane. 

Now that the Circus is in town, everybody is wondering if the circus 
freaks came to see the Hollywood variety or vice versa. 

i Music Department “ 

Henry Busse has so much corn in hi§ trumpet, it popped right out of 
his hands the other day while he was doing a solo. 

Met a musician who’s been out of work a long time. 
a job writing special arrangements for kazoos any more. . 

Radio Department 

There’s a certain radio comic who always seems to get anemic sponsors. 
None of them seems able to lift his options. 

Fred Allen has had so many college men on his program he can’t get 
up in the morning unless his wife yells, ‘Rah, Rah, Rah.’ 

One sure way of getting’ applause from a studio audience is to play 
‘Deep In the Heart of Texas’ for 30 minutes and have the people join in 


He just can’t get 


There’s No Truth to the Rumor 

That Vic Mature has a special chest he wears for formal occasions.... 
That Maxie Rosenbloom had pleats put in his cauliflower ear....That 
Fred Allen keeps two baby kangaroos in the pouches under his eyes. ...That 
theatres in the Bronx are giving away dishes with chopped liver on them 
....That Dinah Shore is taking singing lessons from Andy Devine. 

Observation Department 
“We had so much rain out here I got a ticket for cutting across « wave 


Eavesdropped at the Little Club: ‘He was born in a-trunk and his clothes 


‘The only check he reaches for is 


Eavesdropped at Charley Foy’s: ‘He has a lovely family crest—two 


My brother (the one who wears cuffs on his vest) was offered a com- 
mission as a general, but declined it. 
Whatever Became of —— 


He says there’s no advancement. 
9 

Odiva and Her Seals 

Ferry, the Frog Man 

Talent & Merit 





Afterpiece 
Everytime you buy a War Bond you help kick the so-called BRAVADO 





PAYCHECKS IN FILM BIZ 
ON $5.38 AVERAGE RISE 


Sacramento, April 28. 


Average weekly paycheck for 
Wwage-earners in the motion picture 
industry during the month of March 
was $51.07, compared with $45.69 for 
February, according to statistics re- 
leased by the Department of Labor. 

Workers put in an average of 35 
hours a week, as against 33.7 hours 
weekly during February. 


Not to Get Caught Short, 
Warners Buys Costume Co. 


Hollywood, April 28. 

Warners bought insurance against 
a wartime shortage of motion picture 
props by the purchase of United Cos- 
tumers, Inc., second largest costume 
and prop house in Hollywood. 

Deal was made through an estate 
in New York, with the price of the 
transaction undisclosed. 


Roz as Amelia 


Hollywood, April 28. 


Amelia Earhart story, ‘Stand By 
To Die,’ bought by RKO for $35,000, 
will have Rosalind Russeli and Joel 
McCrea sharing leads. George Put- 
nam, the widower of the aviatrix, 
received $7,000 for his interest in the 
yarn, 




















Lothar Mendes directs. 


| 20th Pays $300,000 
| For the “Moon Is Down’; 
Immediate Filming 


Twentieth Century-Fox, Monday 
(27) night purchased film rights to 
John Steinbeck’s book and play, 


‘The Moon Is Down,’ for the record 
price of $300,000. Metro made an 
identical bid and indicated it might 
have gone higher had the author 
not chosen to sell to 20th because of 
his satisfaction with the way 
Darry] Zanuck _picturized his 
‘Grapes of Wrath.’ 

nly other bidder, when it be- 
icame evident that nothing less than 
a stratospheric figure would win the 
rights, was Hunt Stromberg, who 
wanted it for his first picture as a 
United Artists producer. He offered 
$100,000 and a percentage. Stein- 
beck refused to consider anything 
but a straight deal at a flat price. 


Annie Laurie Williams, Stein- 
beck’s agent, has been asking 
$300,000 for ‘Moon’ right along and 
last week announced that anyone 
who wanted it must submit a sealed 
bid by Monday to Sidney Fleisher, 
arbiter on studio purchases of plays 
under the minimum basic agree- 
ment between the Dramatists Guild 
and League of New York theatres. 
Fleisher and Miss Williams opened 
the envelopes Monday night and 2 
short time later informed Fox it had 
the story. 


Unusual, in addition to the tre- 
mendous price, is the fact that there 








(Continued on page 22) 








— 


























on 


A 





Wednesday, April 29, 1942 


VARIETY 








SHOW BIZ: FI 








~ PROTECT THE STARS 


Eight-thousand-shool children in New Brunswick, N.J., in- 
explicably burst forth into 35 minutes of shouting, screaming 
hysteria last week at the sight of Carol Bruce at a war bond 
rally. Seventeen-hundred children in Newark the week before 
similarly gave way to an incredible animal spirit at a youth 
victory rally attended by the Newark Bears baseball team. 
The same thing has reportedly happened in other parts of the 
country. Sole explanation appears to be that the hysteria is 
pent-up patriotic fervor no longer controllable. 


Such happenings bear serious implications for local com- 
mittees in charge of arrangements for the Hollywood Victory 
Caravan show which starts a three-week tour in Washington 
tomorrow (Thursday). Those occurrences provide a tipoff that 
planning adequate police protection for the members of the 
company is perhaps the most important of all the committees 
duties. If one star can cause such hysteria, it takes no imagina- 
tion to picture the melee that can be caused by 22 of them. 





Nothing must happen to mar the perfection of the tour. Not 
only for the personal well-being of the performers who are giv- 
ing their time and energy to a worthwhile charity, though that’s 
reason enough, but for the sake of future charities. Screen and 
stage names can make great contributions by their presence at 
fund-raising and bond-selling rallies. Nothing must happen to 
discourage further appearances. 





On the other hand, such extreme and inflexible regulations 
must not be made as to discourage or anger crowds or eliminate 
completely the warmth of personal contact. It’s equally im- 
portant that the crowds get a reasonable glimpse of the stars— 
for the tour is even moreso a publicity stunt to call attention 
to the Army-Navy Relief Fund drives than it is directly a 
money-raising plan. It is also a vivid spotlight on show bus!- 
ness’ own contribution to the general war effort. 





Well thought-out precautions, with plenty of use of good 
common sense, will prevent difficulties. 


¥ 





‘Hollywood Caravan’ Opens Thurs. in 
D.C. to Big $40,000; However, $10-520 
Stubs Had to Be Hypoed; 7906 Gross 





Jerked 


Hollywood, April 28. 
Noah Webster defines the noun 
‘jerk’ as ‘a suddenly arrested pull, 
thrust, push, twitch, throw, jolt, 
shake or motion.’ Will Hays de- 
fines it as something that can't 
be used in a film title. So ‘The 


Pressure by local committees dur- 
ing the past few days has greatly 
spurted sale of high-priced ducats 
for the 13-city tour of the Hollywood 
Victory Caravan show to raise funds 
for Army and Navy Relief. Giant 
unit, with 88 people contributing to 
a two-hour-and-40-minute revue, un- 
veils at a super-spec preem in Wash- 
ington tomorrow (Thursday) follow- 
ing a reception at the White House 
for members of the company. 


Although lower-priced tickets for 
the show which has 22 of Holly- 
wood’s top names in the cast, have 
been sold almost as soon as box- 
offices have opened, the $10 and $20 
pasteboards have required pushing, 
particularly in Washington. Capital, 
it appears, is so surfeited with celebs 
its response to them lacks the en- 
thusiasm of other cities. Capacity 
gross of $40,000 is expected there. 


Local campaigns in Washington | 
and elsewhere during past few days | year 
however, have gone so well that the 
committee has made no revision of | 

















BETWEEN JOB 
PLAYERS OUT 


Survey by 18 Theatrical 
Unions of 20,000 Members 
Being Made in Preparation 
for Expected Government 
Manpower Mobilization 
That Will Outlaw Unem- 


ployment 


FOR WAR NEEDS 





Questionnaires will go out to 20,- 
000 members of 18 show business 
unions within three weeks in the 
effort of the American Theatre 
Wing to classify them for War Pro- 
duction Service. Sending out of 
the q. and a. forms will be preceded 
by a midnight rally in a Broadway 
theatre, which will usher in what 
the Wing has dubbed ‘Victory En- 
rollment Week.’ 

After’ answers to the question- 
naires are analyzed and the individ- 
uals classified, Wing’s War Produc- 


tion Training Committee will make 


the data available to the U. S. Em- 
ployment Service and other Govern- 
ment agencies which have worked 
closely with the committee in pre- 
paring the questionnaire. People 
who are qualified and willing will 
be listed on the U. S. Employment 
Service rolls and likely be placed 
quickly in war jobs. 

Others, whose training and experi- 
ence does not qualify them for im- 
mediate jobs, but who have some 
aptitude along lines needed, will be 
offered an opportunity to attend 
classes to train for specific work. 
When they complete the courses 
they will be referred to the Employ- 
ment Service. There will also be 
‘refresher courses’ for people who, 
at one time, were experienced in 
needed jobs but who require brush- 
ing up. 

Group of 10 men has already been 
placed in positions by the committee 
as a tryout of the larger plan, They 
are all working in one major plant, 
which, entering into it as an experi- 
ment, has hired them outside of the 

(Continued on page 16) 
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British Actors Torn Between Army 
Morale Shows (ENSA) and Bullish 
Need for Their Talent in Theatres 





Jeeps in Song Titles 





The U. S. Army motorized 
obstacle-climber, the Jeep, has 
become a highly favored source 
of inspiration for Tin Pan Alley’s 
tunesmiths. Six songs with the 
Jeep as the central theme of the 
lyric have already been filed 
with the registration bureau of 
the Music Publishers Protective 
Association. 

Following are the titles: 

‘Johnny Got a Jeep’ (Mills). 

‘Keep the Jeeps Ajumpin’ 
(Red Star). 

‘Little Bo Peep Has Lost Her 
Jeep’ (Southern). 

‘Six Jerks and a Jeep’ (Leeds). 

‘The Jeeps Are Comin’ (Paull 
Pioneer ). 

‘The Jeep Song’ (Crawford). 


LOWELL THOMAS HEADS 
OVERSEAS PRESS CLUB 


Lowell Thomas was elected presi- 
dent last week of the Overseas Press 
Club of America. He follows Eugene 
Lynn and Burnett Hershey in job. 
H. V. Kaltenborn, Fay Gillis Wells 
and Thomas M. Johnson were named 
vice-presidents, Ralph Franz was re- 
elected treasurer and Burnett Her- 
shey, retiring president, was made 
executive director of club activities, 
a new post. 

It was the organization’s third an- 
nual election. Balloting took place 
at its headquarters in the Belmont 
Piaza hotel, N. Y. 


Cowan’s $40,000 ‘Heart’ 
Buy for Merle Oberon 


‘Heart of a City,’ legiter localed in 
London under the blitz, has been 
purchased by Lester Cowan (Colum- 
bia release) for $40,000. Merle Obe- 
ron will be starred, Play had a four- 
weeks run on Broadway earlier this 
season. It’s by Lesley Stornr and 
was produced by Gilbert Miller. 




















| This is the second film to be made 
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London, April 28. 

Effort is being made here through 
cooperation of the military services 
and the various branches of show 
business to straighten out the con- 
flict for star names between commer- 
cial producers and the organization 
assigned to provide shows for the 
Army, Navy and isolated industrial 
workers, United States, apparently 
from recent reports, is well ahead of 
Britain in e¢oordinating the use of its 
performers, although it has nothing 
like the shortage of talent being ex- 
perienced here. 

Battling for artistes on the one 
hand are theatre owners and man- 
agers who are trying to keep their 
theatres open to preserve civilian 
morale and for commercial purposes, 
Opposing them in attempting to get 
the artistes is Basil Dean’s Enter- 
tainments National Service Associa- 
tion, which must put on good shows 
to keep up soldiers’ morale. 

Difficulty in getting entertainers 
has existed since the start of the war, 
with the Army draining off so many 
of the male performers. It has been 
greatly aggravated recently, how- 

(Continued on page 15) 





Army and Navy Turn 


Tables; Entertain 
Their Entertainers 


The Army and the Navy turned 
the tables in New York Monday (27) 
night. They entertained the enter- 
tainers, Soldiers, sailors, Coast 
Guards and Marines put on a three- 
hour show exclusively for perform- 
ers who had provided cuffo camp 
entertainment and for the staffs of 
the various organizations which cone. 
tribute to servicemen’s amusement, 
including USO-Camp Shows, Inc., 
the Defense Recreation Committee, 
the Officers Service Club and the 
American Theatre Wing. 

Invitation-holders filled the vast 

(Continued on page 52) 
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aim to gross $750,000. 











Auditoriums 
in which the 13 performances will 
be given have been scaled to pro- 
duce $650,000, with another $100,000 
hoped for from contributions of 
more than the stipulated price for 
tickets. 

Des Moines is only city sold clean 

(Continued on page 23) 
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Jennifer Jones Vampin’ 
In Strawhats Til Ready 


; With David O. Selznick’s produc- 
tion of ‘The Keys of the Kingdom’ 
Postponed until fall because of In- 
8tid Bergman's previous commit- 
ments, Jennifer Jones, who will 
make her debut in the picture, is 
remaining in the east until then. 
She'll probably do some strawhat 
engagements this summer, as well as 

€ a course in acting. 

She and her husband, radio actor 
Robert Walker, have taken a house 
On Long Island for the summer, with 





their two children. 
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WAR ACTIVITIES 


Wednesday, April 29, 1942 





Cut-Rate N.Y. Nitery for Jr. Officers, 
Forgotten Men’ of Army and Navy? 








Those forgotten men of the Army 
and Navy—the junior officers—have 
found New York the one city where 
someone gives them a_ thought. 
Latest addition to the entertainment 
offered them is a nitery for their 
exciusive use, with plenty of pretty 
gals and reduced prices on drinks. 
It's another reason why men of 
every United Nations army and fleet 
have billed New York “The World’s 
Friendliest City.’ 

Nitery, in the Hotel Commodore, 
was conceived by the Officers Serv- 
ice Committee, a group of philan- 
thropic civilians who since last No- 
vember have been operating a 
reduced price theatre ticket head- 
quarters in the Commodore for ju- 
nior officers. Nitery, operating on 
a Saturday-night-only basis, is 
otherwise the Commodore's coffee 
shop the rest of the week. 

Hotel runs the spot. Its deal with 
the OSC calls for the committee to 
pay the $50 cost of changing the 
room over from coffee shop to nitery 
any week that a specified gross isn't 
hit. About to go into its fifth Sat- 
urday, the spot has attracted so 
many officers right from the start 
that the original minimum guar- 
antee has become virtually a joke. 

Scotch-and-soda in the club is 43c 
(the 3c is tax) against 60c in the 
hotel’s regular bar, In addition to 
this attraction, there are about 50 

(Continued on page 20) 
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Just a Bit Part 





Hollywood, April 28. 

Franklin K, Pierce, one of the 
most neglected of all Presidents 
of the United States, finally 
breaks into pictures in ‘Triumph 
Over Pain.’ Reason for his his- 
torical Hollywood debut is that 
he once favored an appropriation 
of $100,000 to further the devel- 
opment of anaesthesia, discov- 
ered by a Boston dentist, Dr. 
William Morton, played by Joel 
McCrea. 

The Pierce role is @nly a bit. 


Catholic U. Musical 
Skedded for Wash., 
Linked to War Effort 


Washington, April 28, 

The first local community produc- 
tion to tie in theatrically with the war 
effort is Catholic University’s forth- 
coming ‘Count Me In,’ musical by 
Walter Kerr, instructor, and Leo 
Brady, graduate student at the uni- 
versity. For the first time, a guest 
songsmith has been enlisted, Ann 
Ronell. Show is primed for May 
10 preem, 

Catholic University of late has 
been having other guesters, such as 














LITVAK JOINS 
CAPRAS UNIT 


Anatole Litvak became assistant 
Monday (27) to Major Frank Capra 
in the film production section of the 
Army’s Special Service branch. He 
joins former Hollywood writer Leon- 
ard Spigelgass and novelist Eric 
Knight as permanent members of 
Capra’s staff. Producer-director 
Wiliam Wyler also joined the unit on 
Monday, but only on a tempoggry 
basis. 

Capra is making films for the ex- 
clusive use of the Army and Navy 
to show soldiers and sailors why 
they ere fighting, what they are 
fighting for and who they are fight- 
ing. Pictures are an outgrowth of 
lectures on these same _ subjects 
which the Army started last year. 

Capra has 10 films, each to be one- 
half hour in length, now in the cut- 
ting rooms. They are made up en- 
tirely of library footage and ma- 
terial culled from newsreels. They | 
were laid out with the aid of Will-| 
fam Shirer, John Gunther, John! 
Whitaker, James Hilton, Knight and 
Spigelgass. Cther tep flight foreign 
correspondents and writers will be} 
called in to give temporary aid| 
whenever a subject is made on which} 
they have special knowledge. 

With the unit now fully under 





way, Capra hopes to fcrego complete | Nicholas 


dependence -on library material and 
shoot at least 25% of the footage 
himself. Films are in 35 mm. size 


and some of them, it is understood, | 


may be released for public showings 
if deemed suitable. 

Capra, Spigelgass and Litvak were 
in New York over the 
viewing newsreel and library footage 
fin which they hoped to find useable 
material, Unit’s g.h.q. is in Wash- 
ington. 


Button Your Lip, Honey 


Camp Stewart, Ga., April 28. 

Lyrics ef ‘Keep Your Mouth, Shut, 
Sweetheart,’ from all-soldier musical, 
*The General’s Waughter,’ at Camp 
Stewart, plainly seek to accomplish 
what men have been trying to ac- 
complish from time immemorial— 
atop a woman from talking. 

One sianza, writien by Jack F. 
Noble, producer of the show, and 
Pvt. T. Hall Keyes, III, warns: 


“Now Daddy knows your voice, Dear, 
Is like a lark, it’s true. 
But, baby, if you talk you 
Let torpedoes make an orphan out 
of you.’ 

Another one, on theme of a sol- 
dier’s goodbye, recounts: 
*My ship will never get out very far 
If rumors or location 


Julie Haydon, Florence Reed and 
Eric Linden, but this is the first guest 
author, 

Father E. V. Hartke of the Uni- 
versity is USO board chairman in 
D. C., and he, with Kerr and Brady, 
have been prominent before with 
their biographical dramatizations of 
the careers of George M. Cohan and 
Joe Cook, both done by Catholic 
University undergraduates. It is 
said that Cohan, seeing their treat- 
ment of his stage biog, was thus in- 
fluenced to approve it for a Warner 
Bros, screen treatment. Brady also 
authored ‘Brother Orchid,’ the WB- 
Edward G. Robinson film. 

Idea of ‘Count Me In’ is that it 
may be a self-paying plot for camp 
shows, to point up the all-out Ameri- 
can war effort; and it is hoped that 
after the local run it may be good 
enough for Broadway as a service 
fund money-raiser, 
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Major Prinz Trains Airmen 
Hollywood, April 28. 
LeRoy Prinz, recently dance direc- 
tor at Warners and more remotely a 
flyer in World War No. 1, has been 
re-commissioned a Major in the 


{Army Air Corps, on the staff of!, 


General Cousins at Santa Ana, Cal., 


jand is actively engaged in the train- 


ing of young airmen. Meantime he is 
doing part-time work in films. 
Nayfack, nephew of 
| Nicholas M. Schenck and member of 
|Metro’s executive staff, reports for 
| active service in the Navy, June l, 
as a senior lieutenant, after long 
| training in the Naval Reserve, 

John M. Hill, technical advisor on 
| Walter Wanger’s picture, ‘Eagle 


weekend | Squadron,’ went back to England to | 


|rejoin the Eagle Squadron as Flying 
| Officer. 

John Glover, sound man at RKO, 
quit his job to enlist in the Navy. 


W. T. Powers Into Service 
W. T. Powers, for years film buyer 
for National Theatres and only re- 
cently returned from Ausiralia, last 


| week was called to active military 


duty. He’s a major in the U. S. 
army imtelligence department, and 
temporarily will be _ stationed in 
Washington. Powers was given a 
farewell party by National and 20th- 
Fox officers recently. He's already 
o) duty in Washington. 

Powers is a graduate of the U. S. 
Military Academy at West Point. 


Milwaukee’s Batch 
Milwaukee April 28. 

Carl Zimmerman, announcer for 
WEMP, to Fort Sheridan for Army 
service. Robert Schmidt, operator 
same station, ditto. 

Marcel Brazee, district manager 
for WB theatres, Army. 








Give Hitler information.’ 


Cecil Golly, whose orchestra has 
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HOWARD 


New York. 


Howard's drolleries in 
1942.” 


LOUIS SOBOL, 


Eighth successful week, “Priorities 
of 1942” at the 46th Street Theatre, 


“Triple A Endorsements... Willie 
‘Priorities of 


New York Journal-American. 








UTWAC Into Own 
Hdatrs.; Sauter 





Features, Inc., producing 
executive director and will be in 
complete charge, giving virtually full 
time to it. 

Sauter was in Washington 
Thursday and Friday (23-24), con- 
sulting with heads of all Govern- 
ment agencies which use talent. He 
supplants Mrs. Blanche Witherspoon, 
lexec secretary of the American 
| Guile of Musical Artists, who headed 


(Continued on page 20) 
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: - Uncle Sam's Roll Call 
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| been playing Hotel Schroeder, ended 

his engagement to go into Army. 

| snindaigpiaantion 

More From Hollywood 

Hollywood, April 28. 

Aiden . Roark, 

| Oth-Fox, Cavalry. 

| Cliff Stine, RKO 

| 

| 


story advisor at 

cameraman, 

Signal Corps. 
William Holden, 

Signal Corps. 

| Clinton Herberger, Universal stunt 

| pilot, Air Corps. 

| Bryan Hargreaves, Warners 

| oratory technician, Navy. 

| Walter Seltzer, Columbia publicity, 

| Marines. 

| Twentieth-Fox reports a total of 

1}%, chiefly from the labor and white 


Columbia star, 


lab- 


(Continued on page 18) 


| 


Benny Goodman May Get 
USO Duty Draft Board 





Benny Gooaman has been offered 
the USO-Army camp band trainer 
position that Artie Shaw was forced 
to vacate recently. Goodman is mull- 
ing the offer, though he’s reported as 
in no danger of being inducted into 
the Army. He assertedly has a de- 
ferred classification. 

Shaw was sworn into the Navy 
Monday (27). He originally was to 
work for the USO, training camp 
bands, but his local New York draft 
board voiced a prior claim on him 
and now he’s seeing service in the 
Navy. 


In Full Charge 


United Theatrical War Activities 
Committee, newly organized eastern 


clearing house for film, legit, radio 
and concert talent cooperating in 
the war effort, begins full-scale func- 
tioning today (Wednesday) when it 
moves into new quarters at 2 W. 45th 
street, N. Y. James Sauter, of Air 
unit of 
Blackett-Sample-Hummert agency, is 


Denied to Artie shaw 








MORE WAR NEWS 
On Pages 18 and 20 
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Mellett's U. S. Film Setup 





6 Divisions—Poynter, Hollywood Contact—News- 
reels, Creative, Etc. 





H’wood’s USO Captains 


Hollywood, April 28. 

Eight captains at as many major 
studios were appointed by the 
Screen Writers Guild to coordinate 
in the USO drive for patriotic funds. 

With Francis Faragoh as general 
representative of the Guild, the cap- 
tains are: Jack Jungmeyer, Jr. 20th- 
Fox; Mary C. McCali, Jr., Metro; 
Lewis Melizer, Columbia; Art 
Arthur, Paramount; Curtis Kenyon, 
RKO; Stanley Roberts, Universal; 
Olive Cooper, Republic, and Robert 
E. Kent, War 1ers. 


N. Y. Stage Door Canteen 
Shortwaves to England 











A special broadcast from the 
American Theatre Wing’s Siage Door 
Canteen, N. Y., will be shortwaved 
to England after pre-recording at 
CBS, New York, under the direction 
of Johnny Wilson. Gertrude Law- 
rence will m.c. the half-hour, which 
will introduce Danny Kaye to Eng- 
land. Constance Collier and Ray- 
mond Massey are other personages 
set for program, possibly the first 
of a series from the Canteen. Alex 
Clark is scripting the first one. 

- Former stage singer John Hundley 
is CBS shortwave program director. 

With the Canteen on West 44th 
street an established haven for uni- 
formed men on leave, the principal 
problem now to be solved is to make 
the spot comfortable by the time that 
summer heat arrives. Canteen, which 
was the former Little Club, has no 

(Continued on page 20) 


American Theatre Wing 


Stage Door Canteen Capers 














By RADIE HARRIS 

Chairman Entertainment Committee 

Billy Gilbert with his sneeze— 
Hugh Herbert with his woo-woo— 
Paulette Goddard with her zow- 
whee! and all the other moom- 
pitcher celebs are easily recogniz- 
able to the boys at the Canteen. But 
when it comes to stars of the legiti- 
mate stage, for the most part the 
service men draw a blank. This is 
no reflection of «the theatrical I. Q. 
of the armed forces, but is merely 
an indication of the fact that the 
majority of them have never seen-a 
stage play. 
Which explains why the following 
iincident is one of many that take 
place at the Canteen: The other 
night a sailor said to Ann Mason, 
who was working on the counter, 
‘I’ve just been told that Lynn Foun- 
tain is back there in the kitchen. 
Could you point him out to me?’ 





Harry Nelmes, who gets all sorts 
|of messages dumped on him— 
| whether it is that some soldier has 
lost his garrison cap or Radio Reg- 
istry is calling Elspeth Eric for a 
job—left a message of his own the 
other night. It was brief and to the 
point: ‘If anyone wants me during 
the next 15 minutes, I can be reached 
| at the ‘Hunting Room’ of the Auto- 
mat.’ 








| Mrs. Vincent Astor was a dropper- 
|} inner at the Canteen the other night 


(Continued on page 18) 





Rubber Rationing Eased 
For Treks to Camp Shows 


| Under a ruling issued by Price 
| Administrator Leon ‘Henderson, 
buses may now be used on special 
trips to carry entertainers to and 
from Army and Navy establishments 
without losing their eligibility under 
| ae revised tire-rationing regula- 
| tions, 
Ruling is aimed at easing the rub- 
ber situation for bus lines carting 
performers to camp shows and pro- 
vides only for ‘organized morale- 
building recreational] activities.’ 
Permission for using buses is given 
only where there are no other means 
of transportation available and fol- 
lowing a written request for the serv- 


With Lawrence, Kaye 





Washington, April 28. 

Work of Lowell Mellett’s Office of 
Coordinator of Government Films 
has now been categorized into six 
divisions, Here’s the way the setup 
of the agency, which moves into en- 
larged quarters in the new Informa- 
tion Center building, stands: 

1, Hollywood. Contact man is 
Nelson Poynter. His job is to trans- 
mit to the studios Government 
policy and ideas that the Govern- 
ment would like to see pictured. He 
also is to obtain for the studios any 
Government info they need for films 
and generally to be contact between 
the Government and the pro picture- 
makers, 

2. Newsreels. Harold D. Jacobs is 
in general charge and Claude Collins 
is contact man. Their job is to co- 
ordinate the work of the newsreels 
on subjects pertaining to the Gov- 
ernment. They are to think up ideas 
for the reels helpful to the war effort 
and aid them in getting material 
they desire when Government co- 
operation is needed. 

3. Educational. Professor Edgar 
Dale, of Ohio State University, one 
of the country’s foremost experts on 
educational films, is in charge. This 
is 16 mm. output. 

4. Film Register. This is a listing 
of all Government films, kept con- 
tinuausly up to date. Recently 
issued by this division was a pam- 
phlet, ‘War Films,’ listing all Gov- 
ernment product pertaining to the 
conflict and telling how and where 
it is available. 

5. Research. Alden Stevens is in 
charge. Job of this division is to 
seek out material which will be help- 
ful to the other departments and to 
determine what types of pictures are 
needed. 


6. Creative. This is the brains 
division and informally includes 
members of other sections. It in- 


cludes Mellett and Arch Mercey, his 
assistant; Leo Rosten, who is on the 
payroll of Archibald MacLeish’s Of- 
fice of Facts and Figures, keeping 
posted on public attitudes and re- 
actions; Stevens, of the Research 
division and members of other Gov- 
ernment departments who have 
ideas to contribute. 











ice by the commanding officer. 





Marlene’s USO Tour 
Hollywood, April 28. 
Marlene Dietrich is opening a 
camp_and. Navy station tour April 
30 a ort George Meade, Md. 
Other stops are being scheduled 
by USO-Camp Shows. 


N. Y. to L.A. 


Roy Arthur. 
Blayne Butcher, 
Eddie Cantor. 
Jack Crandall. 
Marian Crane. 
Marjorie Davies, 
Decla Dunning. 
Izzy Elinson. 
Edgar Fairchild. 
Templeton Fox. 
Bob Gillham. 
Bill Lawrence, 
Edward Loeb, 
Sid Lorraine. 
Joe Quillan. 
John Rapp. 
Manny Reiner. 
Jack Runyon, 
Dinah Shore. 
Sol C. Siegel. 
Harry Von Zell. 
Bob Welch. 
Walter Winchell, 
Vera Zorina. 








* A. to N. Y. 


Richard Arlen. 
Don Briggs. 
Dudley Chambers. 
Viola Dana. 

Alice Darmour. 
Jean Gabin. 
William Goetz. 
Edmund Goulding. 
Will Hays. 
Nunnally Johnson. 
Paul Jones, 

Lou Levy. 

Tom Lewis. 

Pare Lorentz. 

O. R. MeMahon. 
Abe Montague. 
Jean Negulesco. 
William Pine. 
Waller Ramsey. 
Alex. Rioch. 

Babe Ruth. 
Antoinette Spitzer. 
Edward Stevenson. 
Alexis Thurn-Taxis. 
Loretta Young. 
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Charles Skouras to Announce His 
F-WC Changes Upon Coast Return 
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PRIORITIES ON HONOR BASIS. 





FILM INDUSTRY 
Aa GUINEA PIG 





Important changes in the admin- 
istrative setup within National The- 
atres and Fox West Coast will be 
made following the return of Charles 
Skouras, prexy of NT and F-WC, to 
the Coast. He plans to leave New 


York on Friday (1). It is reported 
that recent changes in the presi- 
dential spot of 20th-Fox and NT will 
result in the realignment of oper- 
ating personnel. 

New NT prexy states it has been 
decided that official announcement of 
any shifting of top manpower will not 
be made until after he returns to 
the Coast. The appointment of a 
New York operator for NT will not 
be announced until further discus- 
sions are held on the Coast. Entire 
executive setup will then be sur- 
veyed, the appointment of an eastern 
operator being but one phase of the 
situation. 

Most widely discussed candidate 
for the spot of eastern operator was 
Arch Bowles, currently’ division 
manager for NT in San Francisco. 
Frank ‘Rick’ Ricketson, Fox Inter- 
mountain division head for NT in 
Denver, amd several others have also 
been mentioned for the position due 
to Bowles’ known disinclination to 
leave California. 

Meantime, directors of National 
Theatres Amusement Corp. met in 
Jersey City last Thursday (23) to 
elect Charles Skouras as president 
of NT and Spyros Skouras as chair- 
man of the board. Skouras brothers, 
Charles Buckley, F-WC counsel, and 
NT division manager later huddled in 
New 
nel adjustments. 





Artkino Reports 
Hollywood Interest 


For Soviet Remakes With theatre operators willing to 





Several deals are under discussion) anxious to reach the attendance of 
| approximately 1,000,000 in New York 


between U. S. majors and Artkino, 


Soviet film distrib, for acquisition of| theatres on 


remake rights to a few Russian films| 
already released. There is also a 


possibility that story properties, now 





| 


| 


held by Russian producers who re- | 


lease through Artkino, may be 
turned over to American studios on 
a cO-producer basis. ‘Girl from 
Leningrad’ is one of the Russian- 
made productions on which Holly- 
wood producers have been bidding| 
for remake purposes. 

N. Napoli, -Artkino sales head, is | 
scheduled to leave for Hollywood 
this week for huddles with Coast 
producers. He plans to open 
Hollywood office for Artkino. 





FOY BACK TO WB? 
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Like Hellinger, He May Reassume at | 


Burbank Studio 





Bryan Foy, former Warner Bros. 
producer, is reported possibly return- 
ing to the lot. That’s deemed possi- 
ble because of the changed studio 
Situation at WB since Hal Wallis re- 
signed as exec producer. 

Before taking any definite step on 
returning to WB, Foy is said to be 
awaiting preview reaction to his ini- 
tial pic at 20th-Fox, where he went 
from Warners. It’s ‘The Loves of 
Edgar Allan Poe.’ 

Mark Hellinger just left 20th to 
return to WB. 


Stromberg Joins SIMPP 


Hunt Stromberg .as joined the 
Society of Independent Motion Pic- 








ture Producers. He starts on his own | popularity 


. | approximate] 45 
York home offices on person- | PI , y 
| With grosses on Saturday and Sun- 


|day now equal to or exceeding bal- 


| heavy 


| director, is 


WPB Not Limiting Picture 
Production by Decree But 
Industry Will Be Obliged 
to Cut Down via Produc- 
tion Requirements Plan— 
25-35% Reduction in Film 
Output Foreseen 


Batcheller Quits PRC 


Hollywood, April 28. 

George Batcheller, supervisor of 
production for the Producers Releas- 
ing Corp. for more than a year, re- 
signed without announcing any im- 
mediate plans for the future. 

Leon Fromkess, v.p. from the New 
York office, has been switched to the 
Coast to supervise production. PRC 
general offices are being combined 
with those of Sig Neufeld, supe of 
western production. 


Show business representatives were 
LA GUARDIA OK s: week told by War Production 
| Board officials in Washington that 
|they were being placed on their 
FOR ll % A M honor instead of under Government 
e 
s 8 e 


regulation in the matter of curtailing 
Sunday picture house vpenings in 


wartime consumption of materials 
New York are being pushed back 








TRIAL PERIOD 











used in film production, distribution 
and exhibition. WPB also summed it 
up as a plan to use the film industry 
as a guinea pig for a system which 
may be applied te other incustries 
if successful ir this instance. 

But, though film production and 
exhibition was not limited, for the 
time being, by Government decree, 

half an hour to 11:30 a.m. as the| it win) be limited in effect under the 
result of an agreement reached be- priorities system in force for all 
tween Mayor LaGuardia and the-| major industries. A cut in film pro- 
atre representatives who asked for | guction variously estimated at from 
the additional time because of the | 95 to 350, is likely under the cir- 
necessity to show Government de- | oyumstances. 

fense shorts. ; | First reactioggtin industry circles 
Theatre operators estimated that |to the leniency shown by the WPB 
regular showing of Government | was that immediate efforts should be 
briefies on every program consumes| made to curb wossible abuses. Y. 
minutes daily. | Frank Freeman is expected to call a 
conference of producers on the Coast 
shortly to discuss in detail specific 
ance of week’s business, due to the | methods for cutting down on use of 
influx of war industry work- | raw stock, technical equipment 
ers into N. Y. on these two days, | which cannot be replaced and vari- 
cut of 45 minutes in turnover was ous chemicals, metals and rubber. 
taking an abnormally big slice out | Elimination of extra takes through 
of receipts. actors blowing lines, etc., close check 
on scripts in advance of shooting, 
cooperate fully in showing Victory | use of substitute materials in place 
Films and Government agencies | of wood and steel, are among the 
methods which have been generally 
discussed as a means of conserving 

essential materials and manpower. 

Policing Itself 





Sundays, Mayor La- 
Guardia eased the situation by mod- 
|ifying the agreement on the Sunday 


| The motion picture industry, with 

pene opening which has hitherto | its $2,000,000,000 corporate setup, be- 
een in effect. | comes the first major industry in the 
Houses with stage shows, such as | United States to be allowed to police 
the Roxy and Music Hall, whose | itself and enforce economies in use 
schedules had been most upset by |of materials under a flexible ar- 


get considerable relief by the earlier The postponement of drastic film 
opening. production curtailment orders which 
ecuenes | the WPB had been prepared to hand 

| down is a radical departure from the 

| methods so far applied in relation to 


CLARENCE BROWN WITH 'the recording business, radio set 


introduction of Government shorts, | "the pos with the WPB. 





HUNT STROMBERG AT UA) ‘Continued on page 20) 
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Skouras and Century Chains, After 


Stalling Paramount on Product All 
Season, May Make Separate Deals 





307%, Film Tax? 


Toronto, April 28. 

Federal government is contem- 
plating immediate levy of 30% war 
tax on motion picture admissions; 
present tariff is 20% 

Film deputation will confer with 
the government on the ground that 
picture entertainment is an antidote 
for anxiety and should not be penal. 
ized, 


MILWAUKEE UPS 
SCALE AND NO 
QUIBBLING 


Milwaukee, April 28. 

While business in the nabes is 
spotty, except for generally good 
weekends, the downtown take has 
been consistently good, and this past 
week saw an upping of admission 
fees among the leaders. 

Fox took the first chance, tilting | 
the top in its ace houses—Wisconsin 
and Palace—from 55c to 65c on Sat- 
urdays and Sundays. Decidedly ben- 
eficial to grosses, and no squawks. 
This week the Warner and the Riv- 
erside follow suit, raising their top 
price from 50c to 60c. 

Warm boom is beginning to hit its 
stride with greatly expanding de- 
fense industries and high wages put- 
ting the public in a spending mood 
and not: inclined to quibble about 
nickels and dimes. There are a lot 
of things tney can’t buy now, and 
there’ll be more, so they’re spending 
for entertainment and war bonds. 


DAVE FLEISCHER HEADS — 
COL’S CARTOON UNIT 











| 





| said, while Loew's 
| interest 
| Century houses. 


After playing a waiting game with 
Paramount whose” “pictiirés “they 
haven't played since the beginning 
of the current (1941-42) season, the 
Skouras and Century circuits in 


New York and vicinity are reported 
desirous of effecting peace. While 
in the past the two circuits have 
made their deals together, partly be- 
cause they are pooled in some com- 
munities, it is understeod both sides 
have indicated they will negotiate 
separately, 

Thus any deal made by one of the 
circuits would not be contingent 
upon any deal with the other; also 
a contract could be closed with one 
of the chains and not the other. 
While not the total number of 
houses in each circuit, the number 


' Par has eormerly sold were 36 op- 


erated by Century and 49 by Skou- 
ras. Other theatres of the chains 
could not be sold due to being in 
conflict with other Par accounts. 
Following overtures by both in- 
dependent chains, reported George 
Skouras is setting a meeting for 
some time this week with Par ex- 
ecutives to see what can be done 
about reaching accord on a product 
deal. He's the head of the Skouras 
circuit, operating in New York, 
Brooklyn, Long Island, lower New 
York state and upper New Jersey. 
Fred Schwartz, president of Cen- 
tury, which confines its operations 
to Brooklyn and Long Island, has 
also contacted Paramount and is re- 
ported ready to bend an ear to ne- 
gotiations on Par product that has 
not already been sold away from 
his circuit. 
wa Loew’s the Mediator 
Understood that Loew’s has been 
instrumental in urging peace be- 
tween Par and the two indie circuits 
which formerly followed Loew’s on 
Par film. The Century circuit is the 
landlord of five Loew theatres, it is 
in turn has an 
indirectly in some of the 
Because the Century and Skouras 
theatres have not had Par product 
since the season began in Septem- 


| ber, it has been forced to pad out 


eT | April 28. 

Columbia signed Dave Fleischer, 
formerly with Paramount, to take 
charge of its cartoon unit, produc- 
ing the Rhapsodies and Phantasies 
series in color under the Screen | 
Gems label. 

Fleischer was at Paramount 15 | 
years, during which he directed ‘Gul- | 
liver’s Travels,’ ‘Mr. Bug Goes to | 








Brown, former Metro 
talking a deal to meg 
in the new Hunt Stromberg unit at 


Clarence 





United Artists. Stromberg is like- | 
| wise a refugee from Metro. Both 
men are currently in New York. 
Brown left Metro about three 
months ago after many years of | 
service on the lot. He directed many 4 
top pictures, including some of the FOX PETITIONS T0 
most successful of the Greta Garbo 


‘U.S. Filmers Doubt Pix 


starrers 


| CHANGE “GUILTY’ PLEA’; 
| aoe 
| 


Philadelphia, April 28. | 

The U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals 
last Thursday (23) reserved decision | 
|}on a plea made by William Fox, | 
‘-hankrupt film magnate, for the right | 
Report from Vichy that American | to change his plea from guilty to 
mction picture films are being | not guilty on charges of conspiracy | 
shown in ‘bootleg’ cinemas of Ger-! +, obstruct justice and defraud the} 


‘Bootlegging’ in Paris 








Town’ and other cartoon features. | 


Hollywood, A_ril 28. 
Harry Rapf is ending 18 years at 
Metro as an executive producer, fol- 
lowing a tiff with his associate, 
Schary. Latter tendered his resigna- 


| tion last week, while L. B. Mayer 


was at his ranch, but when Rapf 
visited Mayer there, he declined to 
mention any differences with Schary. 
When Mayer returned to the studio 
and found Schary’s resignation on 
his desk, he hit the ceiling and gave 
Rapf a dressing down for not men- 
tioning the Schary affair. Upshot 


Harry Rapf’s Tiff with Dore Schary 
Results in Vet Producer Leaving M-G 


| tury 
Dore | 


man-dominated Paris was seriously 
doubted by several film company 





foreign sales chiefs in N. Y. Reason 


formerly occupied by 


as a United Artists producer on his | American features. 


return to Hollywood. 


lin, Walt Disney, Samuc! Goldwyn, 
Alexander Korda, 


| Case 
Other members are Charles Chap- | theatre in Paris. 


in point 


for such belief is that French screen | fox that if the co-defendants (re-| 
| productions have assumed the spot in | 


is the Paramount | allowed to change his plea. | cor 
This house still is | ‘Mr. 


Government. Martin W. Littleton, | was that Rapf demanded settlement 
| Fox’s attorney, declared that Gov-| of his contract which has three years 
lernment prosceutors had promised | to run. 

Longést among producers in line 
of service, Rapf joined metro in 1924 
when Mayer and Irving Thalberg | 
took over the studio and was long 
nsidered a fixture. His current 
is said to be $1,500 weekly, 


tired U.S. Circuit Judge J. Warren 
| Davis and Morgan S. Kaufman, at-| 
torney) were freed Fox would be | 
said Littleton, ‘was to} 


Fox,’ salary 


| showing French-made films and is} be the Government’s insurance policy| but it previously exceeded that 
Mary Pickford, | making money in the operation. It|in the success of the prosecution of | figure. 
David O. Selznick, Walter Wanger | means nothing om Paramount cur-/| the defendants. | I assured him that; Mayer straightened out Schary 
of cours (Continued on page 22) jand he stays. \ 


and Orson Welle 


jr rent 


| with anything else that was avail- 


able and does not go to regular op- 
position Par customers. Meantime, 
reported various Skouras and Cen- 
tury theatres have sharply felt the 
loss of Par product while competi- 
tors have increased their advantage 
with it. Since the opposition indies 
have been willing to accede to Par’s 
terms, the company has sought to 
double up pictures on duals in such 
a way as to give the theatres every 
possible edge. 
N. Y. Exchange Did Okay 

Although loss of the Century and 
Skouras accounts is not a small one, 
of interesting significance is the fact 
that on dollar delivery, sales and 
booking the Par exchange in New 
| York City ranked second among all 
| Par branches for the two weeks 
through April 18. This exchange, of 
which Henry Randel is branch man- 
ager, embraces all Skouras and Cen- 
territory. 

Plans for building up a circuit of 
its own in competition with Skouras 
and Century, inaugurated in all seri- 
ousness when Par broke with the 
two chains, remain status quo pend- 
ing developments in connection with 
renewal of product negotiations. 

Some independent operators 
looked over houses in Skouras-Cen- 
tury territory after learning that 
Par had done so. This included the 
Brandt Bros. who have just acquired 
the Music Hall, Tarrytown, N. Y. 


| from Bob Goldblatt, taking chain to 


around 110 houses. Par is not known 


| to have been interested in this the- 


atre since it sells the Strand, North 


| Tarrytown, 


While the Brandt circuit looked 


| at certain houses in which Par was 


said to have been interested, Par 
also surveyed a few Brandt theatres, 
these from accounts including the 
Flatbush, Brooklyn, 
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Big Problem Among Film Cos. Now 
Is Trying to Anticipate 42 Taxes 


+. 
~ 








Hoping for a change in method 
of computing Federal taxes this year, 
so non-war corporations such as 
motion picture companies will net 
be unjustly penalized, majority of 
film companies are attempting to 
guess just how severe their 1942 
Federal tax bite will be. Most film 
company financial experts admit 
they have no way of telling except 
that the Federal taxation bill will be 


- considerably higher than 1941. 


Many are hopeful that Secretary 
Henry Morgenthau’s recommenda- 
tions, calling for an Excess Profits 
bite of 75% maximum and further 
tilt in the Income Tax percentage, 
is not adopted—at least not if the 
1941 method of computation is used. 
These financial men have previously 
pointed out’ that this method is 
manifestly unfair to companies such 
as picture corporations which do not 
directly benefit from any armament 
or munitions orders. If the 1940 
method is employed, it would more 
adequately reflect the more tangible 
description of Excess Profits tax. 

Most picture companies now are 
trying to guess what the new Fed- 
eral Tax outlay will be so they can 
put aside enough certain coin to 
cover them this year. However it 
probably will be June before the 
new Federal tax law is enacted, as in 
1941. Tipoff on what the Federal 
Taxes will represent came from 
20th-Fox estimate of its fi quarter 
earnings. That company set aside 
50% for these taxes. 

Just how film companies will be 
affected by an overall Federal tax 
bite of 50% is also revealed in the 
20th-Fox statement which showed 
virtually double net profit in its 
first quarter as compared with 1941 
after taxation. 

While Universal reported 50% 
more profit before taxes in the ini- 
tial quarter of its fiscal year (cover- 
ing last November, December, Janu- 
ary), the Federal taxes cut deeply 
into net profit even on this quarter, 
which included only one month in 
the new 1942 taxable year. How- 
ever, even after taxes, the corpora- 
tion showed substantially higher net 
prefits than the first quarter of its 
previous year. 

While other major companies have 
yet to report their first quarter of 
1942, it’s reported that their net 
earnings are running ahead of last 
year. This is largely due to econo- 
mies in operation and fact that gross 
income is reportedly 25-40% ahead 
of 1941. 


WARTIME RULES SPREAD 
20TH-FOX LOCATIONS 


Eight forthcoming 20th-Fox features 
calling for heavy exterior filming are 
being scheduled for location work 
in six states and two foreign coun- 
tries to avoid wartime regulations in 
this area and to capitalize on natural 
backgrounds fitting the stories. One 
of the biggest location jaunts will be 
the Mexico and Florida trips lined 
up for ‘The Black Swan.’ Second 
unit for the picture is already film- 
ing in these two spots and main com- 
pany heads for Mexico in five weeks. 

‘Springtime in the Rockies’ will be 
filmed in part at Lake Louise, Can- 
ada. ‘Sioux City,’ Technicolor west- 
ern, will probably go to the Black 
Hills of South Dakota. ‘My Friend 
Flicka’ is scheduled to be partly 
made in Utah. Arrangements are 
being negotiated with the Navy for 
‘Crash Dive’ to film at the New Lon- 
don, Conn., submarine base. ‘The 
Ox-Bow Incident’ will be filmed in 
Nevada. There is a possibility that 
a portion of ‘Coney Island’ will be 
made at the New York spot, and 
‘Down to the Sea in Ships’ will be 
shot partly in Mexico. 











Hinchey’s Playdate Post 


E. Hinchey, veteran film buyer 
and for many years with Warner 
Bros., has been appointed head of 
the playdate department at the 
homeoffice. His appointment to that 
post is occasionad by the recent ele- 
vation of Arthur Sachson as a vice- 
president of Vitagraph, Inc., the sales 
subsidiary of WB. 

Hinchey, formerly in the h.o. the- 
atre department on buying, has been 
in charge of all film deals for the 
Warner circuit in the Philadelphia 
area since decree selling went into 
effect. 








Hold That Down-Beat 


Hollywood, April 28. 
Archie Mayo took over the direc- 
tion of ‘Orchestra Wife’ at 20th-Fox, 


replacing John Brahm, who retired 
because of illness. Shift causes a 
postponement of the Jean Gabin 
starrer, ‘The Night the World Shook,’ 
slated as one of Mayo’s director jobs. 

Meanwhile Ann Rutherford stepped 
into the femme lead opposite George 
Montgomery in ‘Orchestra Wife,’ 
originally assigned to Linda Darnell, 
who has been shifted to the star spot 
in ‘Blindman’s House.’ 


Shifting Population 
Situation Favorably 
Regarded by Theatres 


Reports from non-war goods 
manufacturing areas indicate that 
hundreds of theatres have been shut- 
tered during the past year due to 
concentration of population in de- 
fense plant areas. In the neighbor- 
hood of Denver alone more than 85 
Colorado houses have closed due to 
shifting population from rural dis- 
tricts though business in Denver 
city limits remains good. 

General outlook, however, is not 
as unfavorable as the shutterings 
would indicate. While affecting in- 
dividual situations, total receipts, as 
computed by various circuits, indi- 
cate that theatres in defense towns 
have picked up more than volume 
lost in territories suffering from de- 
population. 

Government ban on non-defense 
construction, as it affects theatres, 
is also regarded favorably by cir- 
cuit operators, some considering the 
wartime measure as the answer to 
the overseating problem. 


HIRLIMAN’S $300,000 
SUIT ON AGFA FILM 


George A. Hirliman, independent 
producer, filed suit yesterday (Tues- 
day) in N. Y. supreme court/ against 
General Aniline & Film Corp., Agfa 
Ansco Corp. and the Agfa Raw Film 
Corp. seeking $300,000 damages 
claiming the defendants gave him 

















|raw stock which was defective. On 


Oct. 12, 1941 Hirliman purchased 
34,000 feet of stock from the defend- 
ants for $1,329, with the film guar- 
anteed perfect. 
Film was 


delivered at Coral 


Gables, Fla., where Hirliman was 
shootin: the first of a series of seven 
features. Film was finished and en- 


titled ‘Fight on Marines’ but it was 
discovered the raw stock was defec- 
tive, imperfect and unclear, plain- 
tiff says. The film was ruined and 
worthless and the original invest- 
ment was lost, plus the deal to make 
six additional pictures. Damages for 
loss of profits, time involved, ex- 
penses, for alleged gross incompe- 
tence, misstatement as to the film’s 
quality, loss of reputation etc. are 
asked. Fitelson & Mayers represent 
Hirliman. 





| Theatre Operator Killed 


In Jersey City Tube Crash 


Rube Greenberg, who operated the 
Rex, Irvington, N. J., was among 
those killed in the crash of two Hud- 
son tube trains at Jersey City Sun- 
day night (26). He was 31. 

Before taking over the Rex, Irv- 
ington, two years ago Greenberg had 
been a booker in the Paramount 
N. Y. exchange working under Kitty 
Flynn, head booker. 

An ex-fighter, he had come up in 
the picture business by way of the 
backroom a, the Par exchange as a 
shipper. 


Geraghty’s Prod. Breakin 


Hollywood, April 28. 

‘The Falcon’s Brother’ is in the first 
chore for Maurice Geraghty, former 
Metro writer, under his new pact as 
associate producer at RKO. 

Filming starts early in June with 
George Sanders and Tom Conway in 
top roles, 














Vine Street Oasis 


By BILL HALLIGAN 
Hollywood, April 28. 
There are two kinds of people in 
Hollywood...Those who play gin 
rummy and those who go to bed at 
night. Since Mike Lyman opened his 








chromium bistro on Bit Man's Boule- 


vard, the kibitzer has come into 
his own. 

There is an air of cameraderie at 
Mike’s...A_ startling contrast from 
the amnesia asylums of Chasen and 
Romanoff. In Lyman’s everybody 
says hello. Mike is thinking about 
changing the color of the table cloths 
from snowy white to pool table 
green...Anything to make the boys 
feel at home. 

The most popular item on the 
menu is a glass of water and a deck 
of bicycle cards, The lads are even 
thinking of asking Mike to tone down 
the music from the play room—as 
at times, like laughter, it’s a disturb- 
ing element. 

I am not going to put myself on a 
spot by trying to pick the tops at 
gin...Damon Runyon, Sid Grauman, 


‘Pete Riley, Lew Brice, Benny Chap- 


man and Mr. Lyman himself. Mike 
has a large restaurant in downtown 
Los Angeles also. It's a thriving busy 
place, but he seems to have forgotten 
where its located...then there is a 
‘hain of drive-in’s and a quick lunch- 
room on Hollywood Blvd. called 
Simon’s...All staged in the Lyman 
manner. 

Mike is quite a showman...I 
remember him way back in 1907, 
when he worked for Mike Fritzel 
over on West Madison, Chi...He 
took the grapes of wrath highway 
to California shortly after and has 
been here ever _ since...Mike’s 
brother, Bill, is married to Fanchon, 
of Fanchon & Marco. His other 
brother, Abe, has a band, one of the 
best, so Mike comes by his show- 
manship naturally. 

He is a big- good-looking man 
with a friendly manner and has the 
Sherman Billingsley touch. He and 
Damon Runyon are gbout to produce 
a play...One of Runyon’s tales, so 
it has a mighty good chance, as I 
can’t remember when Damon wrote 
a bad yarn. 

Mike would rather sit around with 
the mob and cut up touches and is a 
good Samaritan on the qt. He is a 
sucker for the bite and I wish I had 
his tabs in cash. 

Back in 1926 Mike and Nick Dan- 
dolas decided to go to Philadelphia 
to the Dempsey-Tunney fight. They 
started to play dummy bridge on the 
train and when the conductor yelled 
all out for Chicago Mike was $150,000 
winner...That was just a button to 
Nick, however, for he bet $75,000 on 
Dempsey and then ferried over to 
Manhattan and dropped a half a mil- 
lion to Rothstein at Okay Coakley’s 
floating dice game. 

The talent should build a monu- 
ment to Mike, for he has given them 
a haven of refuge...An escape from 
boredom, and an absolute double- 
riveted A-l novelty for the deadly 
monotony of Hollywood. 





Screen Explosion 
Too Realistic, Fans 
Panic for the Exits 


San Antonio, April 28. 


An explosion in the picture, ‘The 
Iron Claw,’ Columbia serial, playing 








| front 


at El Nacional theatre, proved just 


1a little too realistic here Friday (24) 


Several patrons sitting in the 
rows became excited and 
started running toward the exits. 
Other patrons became alarmed and 
a stampede for the exits resulted. 

The explosion scene was toned 
down for following runs, 


night. 





B & K NET, $1,588,230 


52-Week $6.03 Share Earnings as 
Against $5.62 Last Year 








Chicago, April 28. 

Balaban & Katz Corp. showed a 
net profit of $1,588,230 for the 52 
weeks ended on Jan. 3, 1942. This 
amounts to $6.03 per share on the 
common stock, compared with net 
the previous year of $1,526,911 or 
$5.62 a share. 

In his statement on business, John 
Balaban reported that assets ag of 
Jan. 3 amounted to $1,147,061, and 
liabilities as $2,227,551. 

Leonard Goldenson was elected a 
director of the company, replacing Y. 





| Frank Freeman. 


H'wood’s Super-Super Fire 





radio ready on the set in case of 
Army officer in charge. 
Culver City fire department. 


fire day before the big game. 


Heap Big Hunk of Man 


Hollywood, April 28. 

Top male role in ‘Sioux City,’ tale 
of adventure among the midwest In- 
dian tribes, goes to Victor Mature, 
with Bryan Foy producing at 20th- 
Fox. 

Most of the shooting will be done 
in Nebraska and South Dakota, with 
Technicolor backgrounds of the old 
Sioux hunting grounds, starting in 
early summer. 


CHRIS DUNPHY STARTS 
WPB AMUS. POST IN D.C. 


Christopher J. Dunpny left Mon- 
day (27) for Wash'ngton to assume 
the post of chief of the amusement 
division of the War Production 
Board. He will function under M. G. 
Burleigh, heud of the services 
branch of the WPB in Washington 
for the entire country. 

Known in social, sports and bank- 
ing as well as film circles, Dunphy 
was last identified with show busi- 
ness aS personal assistant to Adolph 








had previously been in charge of the 
publicity-adveitising department at 
the company’s plant. 

When Joseph P. Kennedy was 
interested in United Artists as 
backer of Gloria Swanson pictures, 
Dunphy was associated with him and 
was a member of the board of UA. 
He saw active service in France in 
the first world war on General Har- 
bord’s staff and was a military aide 
to Secretary of War Newton D. 
Baker when latter visited the front. 
Dunphy also was a hotel executive 
with the Florida East Coast hotels 
company and at one time was presi- 
dent of a Long Island golf club, 
which he .organized., 

As amusement coordinator in 
Washington, Dunphy’ will have 
charge of motion pictures, pro- 
fessional football and baseball, legit 
theatres, horse and dog _ racing, 
circuses and carnivals, pool and 
billiards, bowling alleys, dance 
halls, shooting galleries, ice and 
roller skating rinks, athletic fields, 
sports promotions, vaudeville and 
opera houses, 


Jean’s Double Talk 








Hollywood, April 28. 

Jean Brooks, who speaks English 
and Spanish with equal fluency, 
draws a double job at RKO in 
‘Milagro de Mujer’ and ‘Miracle of 
Womanhood,’ which means the same 
thing in different languages. 

In the spanish version, destined 
for the Latin-American trade, Miss 
Brooks plays the lead opposite 
Arturo de Cordoba. Her leading 
male in the American version is 
Walter Abel. 


Exhib’s Son, 21, Killed 


St. Louis, April 28. 

Robert Bankhead, 21, son of T. J. 
Bankhead, owner 
the State, Bowling Green, Mo., 75 
miles from St. Louis, was killed in an 
automobile accident last week. Bank- 
head was driving his car in which 
two companions were passengers on 
U. S. Highway 40 between Bowling 
Green and Louisiana when a tire 
blew out causing the machine to fall 
into a ditch, 

The two passengers escaped with 
minor cuts and bruises. 











YOUNG’S ‘JOURNEY’ 
Hollywood, April 28. 

Metro assigned Robert Young to 
the top role in ‘Journey For Mar- 
garet,’ slated as the first feature to 
be directed by Herbert Kline. 
Filming starts as soon as Young 
finishes his present role opposite 





Jeanette MacDonald in ‘Cairo.’ 


Zukor at the Paramount studio. He! 


Gets Her Dual Role. 


and operator of} 


Hollywood, April 28. 


Seven Tahitian grass huts were burned on the RKO-Pathe back lot 
for a scene in ‘Moon and Sixpence’ with more precautions than were 
exercised during the burning of Rome in Nero’s day. Conflagration 
was supervised by the Army’s Fourth Interceptor Command, with a 


an alert or blackout warning. All 


the electrical implements were controlled by a master switch with an 
Studio quenching apparatus was on the job 
ready for an emergency, in addition to three trucks owned by the 


The seven huts burned’ with no more damage than a college campus 








Ticket Sales’ Taxes 
Yielded $31,717,491 
In Ist 3 Mos. of ’42 


Washington, April 28. 

Downward trend of ticket sales 
was checked in February, but the 
Federal Government take from 
amusements fell to the year’s low 
during March, according to Treasury 
Department figures published Thurs- 
day (23). 

With only the i0% ducat impost 
bringing in more cash than last 
month, the Federal haul of $13,110,- 
560 from taxes bearing directly on 
commercial entertainment was 
roughly $37,000 below the February 
aggregate. The ticket tax produced 
$10,592,455, which was $823,058 more 
than in February but $3,487,499 
fatter than collections in the cor- 
responding month of 1941. 

Despite the upturn, the ticket sale 
volume stili is not up to the pre- 
holiday peak. But for the first quar- 
ter of this year, the Treasury has 
snared $31,717,491, which is $11,533, 
975 more than in the corresponding 
1941 period, due chiefly to the stiffer 
rates effective last October. 

Total take from all amusements 
during the first three months of the 
year tops $40,000,000. 

Radio sales, which held up re- 
| markably during January, were off 
in February, along with records and 
musical instruments, The bite on re- 
ceivers and phonographs brought in 
during March $2,046,024, which was 
$633,000 under the February level 
and $600,000 less than in January, 
and the dise levy yielded $135,226, a 
$5,200 slump in 30 days. The musical 
instruments impost added $233,381. 

License fees for slot machines 
brought only $83,374, and for bowl- 
ing alleys and pool tables a mere 
$20,110. Marked drop from prior 
levels was natural, inasmuch as per- 
mits are good for 12 months. 


| 
UA WINS RE-TRIAL 
ON 256 JUDGMENT 


Columbus, O., April 28. 

Judgment against United Artists 
for $25,000, won by the Ardmore 
Amus, Co. here a year ago, has been 
set aside and a new trial ordered. 
Judge Clifford, of Franklin county 
| Court of Common Pleas, in a decision 
handed down last week, ruled that 
he had erred in allowing certain tes- 
timony to be introduced in the orig- 
inal trial. 

Suit involved the Bexley theatre, 
in nearby Ardmore. Owners claimed 
breach of contract and resulting dam- 
ages’ because of UA’s refusal to de- 
liver ‘Goldwyn Follies’ some years 
ago. Picture was sold to the oppo- 
sition Drexel theatre. 




















Studio Contracts 








Hollywood, April 28. 

Hugh Martin inked Metro contract 
as music arranger, 

Gil Lamb’s player option picked 
up b3} Paramount. 

George Skluar, scree. 
newed by Columbia. 

Victor Moore igned two-picture 
pact with Paramount, 

Ralph Blaine drew composer ticket 
at Metro. 

Louise Allbritton handed player 
contract at Universal. 

Ralph Sanford inked actor pact 
with William Pine-William Thomas 
unit at Paramount. 

Marguerite Lynn’s player option 
picked up by Paramount. 

Arthur Ross, screen writer, re- 
newed by Paramount. 

Shirley Patterson inked player 
pact with Columbia. 

Lucien Andriot renewed for one 
year as cameraman by 20th-Fox. 

Alexis Smith’s minor contract with 
Warners approved by Superior Court. 
Gina Kaus drew new acripting 


writer, re- 








ticket at Columbia. 
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Gene Autry in Person with Own 
Rodeo Kayoes His Pictures 





Pittsburgh, April 28. 

In wake of Gene Autry’s six-day 
smash at Gardens here last week 
in his Flying A Ranch Stampede 
came flock of protests all over ter- 
ritory from exhibs playing his pix 
that Autry’s rodeo personals were 
cutting in heavily on their grosses 
immediately before and after the 
cowboy star’s p.a. Complaints are 
mostly from small-town theatre own- 
ers in tri-state district, who claim 
that half of their patronage tor 
Autry films can be counted on to 
spend their available amusement 
money in Pittsburgh whenever the 
No. 1 hoss opr’y player comes to 
town. 

However, even one downtown 
Pittsburgh house felt the pinch. 
Barry, an indie spot operated by 
William Skirball and the local home 
of all Autry’s pix, reported that dur- 
ing his week here at the Gardens, 
gross was only half of what it 
normally was. As added proof, it 
pointed to its Sunday take, which 
shot right back into high again. 
Rodeo didn’t play here on Sunday, 
Autry going to New York for his 


. weekly broadcast. 


Small-town exhibs, though, were 
those who reported feeling it worst. 
While Barry was affected only dur- 
ing the term of Autry’s engagement, 
others say their biz is affected weeks | 
before and after, chiefly noticeable 
on the Autry films just precedir:; 
and following his rodeo person:’ 
On the other hand, Barry manage- 
ment pointed out that Autry’s only 
personal here in a theatre, at the 
Stanley some years ago, produced a 
definite boom in his pix that fol- 
lowed. But last two annual rodeo 
appearances have dissipated that 
and more, according to reports from 
all over territory. 

This year, in half the time. Autry 
did twice the biz at the Gardens 
he did last season: Estimated at 
pretty close to $70,000, a lot of 
hoss hay. 


COMMITTEE TO RULE 
ON PRODUCTION CODE 


Production Code Administration of 
the Motion Picture Producers & Dis- 
tributors Assn. is headed for com- 
mittee rule rather than operation by 
a single man, whether Geoffrey 
Shurlock or somebody else. Full de- 
tails have yet to be worked out. 

Reason for the switch to committee 
rule is that all elements in the in- 
dustry feel this will place less onus 
on a single man, it being fairly well 
known that producers got the idea 
that regulating under the one-man 
order more or less represented one 
man’s opinion. 
actually was the case (indications | 
are that PCA rulings have actually | 
been the composite opinion of the 
PCA committee), 
authority 
body 
is expected to work 
fectively. 


Hope He Means Me 


Hollywood, April 28. 

‘What a Lucky Guy’ is slated as 
the second feature to be made by 
Charles R. Rogers under his releas- 
ing deal with United Artists. Cary 
Grant will play the lead role if he 
approves the script, ritten by 
Charles Sherman. 

Richard Wallace is signed to direct 
‘Lucky’ as well as ‘The Powers Girl,’ 
first under the Rogers deal with UA. 








out more ef- 











Smith a Busy Man Is He 
Holly wood, April 28. 
With five shorts in some phase of 
Production, Pete Smith’s schedule 
at Metro is the heaviest of the year. 
Slate includes ‘Victory Vittles,’ 
“‘Barbee-Ques,’ ‘Victory Quiz,’ 


Defense’ and ‘Pete Smith's Scrap | 
Bock? 


Whether or not this} 


the placing of full| 
in the hands of the PCA} 
instead of a single individual | 


‘Self 





Right in His Bomb Rack 


Seltedeed, April 28. 

Edward Sutherland draws the 
director task on RKO’s ‘Battle Sta- 
tions,’ naval yarn with Pat O’Brien 
and Jackie Cooper in top roles. 

Studio is also negotiating with 
Sutherland to direct its forthcoming 
‘Bombardier.’ 


N. Y. Court of Appeals 
Affirms Verdict for Par 
Directors Ys.- Stoneham 


N. Y. Court of Appeals at Albany 
has handed down_unanimous affir- 
mation of the original N. Y¥. Su- 
preme Court action in dismissing the 
David Stoneman case against for- 
mer directors of Paramount. Stone- 
man, of Interstate Theatres, Boston, 
in his original action against Sam 
Katz, Sam Dembow, Ralph Kohn 
and other Paramount directors at 
| the time, claimed they were respon- 
| sible, as Par directors, for the cor- 


| poration’s financial statements and 
charged they were fraudulent. Judge 
Valente several years ago had dis- 
missed the case, taking it away from 
the jury, on the ground that there 
eo no proper proof of damage as 
claimed. Stoneman then appealed to 
the Appellate Division, which unani- 
mously affirmed the dismissal. 

Affirmation by the Court of Ap- 
peals is viewed as vital to the film 
business because it establishes that 
(1) the directors of a film company 
are not personally liable for the ac- 
curacy of a financial statement when 
prepared in the regular course by 
the company’s accounting depart- 
ment and (2) that financial state- 
ments don’t have to show notations 
of contingent liabilities o€ subsid- 
iary companies. 

Transaction back of the original 
action involved the leasing oi the 
Empire theatre, Portland, Me., by 
Stoneman to Paramount-Publix and 
group of notes given in part pay- 
ment. Stoneman claimed he had ac- 
cepted the notes ir reliance on the 
Par financial statement, which did 
not list $30,000,000 in guarantees of 
leases. Later Paramount went into 
bankruptcy, and the notes were un- 
paid. Stoneman sued the Par direc- 
tors personally. 

Paramount directors, through 
Louis Nizer, their attorney, argued 
that the plaintiff must prove that 
the theatre was worth more than 
what he received in part payment 
Also that since the theatre was re- 
garded as a ‘white elephant,’ he had 

not been damaged. Defense also con- 
| tended that the financial statement 
was correct, and that it was unnec- 
essary to list guarantees of leases 
of subsid companies. 














| 





+ 





Nizer’s conten- | 


tion, now upheld three times, was | 
that the directors were not person- 
| ally liable for a company’s financial | 
statement, even if incorrect, when | 
'such stats ment had been prepares 
lin the regular course of bi isiness by 
ths » corporation’s accounting depart- 
| ment. 

Kraus represented Stone- 


‘Jack L. 
| man in the case. 





Hays Due From Coast 


Will Hays is due back from the 
Coast this week. His stay in Hol- 
lywood for nearly a month was 
thiefly consumed in confabs with 
the industry’s Lawyer Committee of 
Six. 

Hays plans to stay east now until 
the quarterly directors’ meeting 
scheduled for June. He may devote 
leonsiderable time to handling the 
British frozen money situation, Hays 
personally handling negotiations 
looking to the complete unfreezing 
of all American distributor coin in 
Great Britain as well as setting up 
"s free exchange of money. 








FICTION DEARTH LOOMS 
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FALL LISTS 
LOUK oLIM 


Major Studio Story Editors 
Concede But One Strong 
Possibility for Pictures— 
War’s Distress Seems to 
Have Invidious Effect on 
Novelists 





—_—_ 


MORE ORIGINALS 


Lack of quantity of strong, best- 
selling fiction, which has marked the 
season now drawing to a close and 
which has given film studios compar- 
atively little to pick from, is expected 
to be only slightly relieved in 1942- 
43. Fall lists now being prepared by 
publishers hold little hope, in the 
opinion of major company story ed- 
itors, of producing any large number 
of important picture possibilities. 

Current season has seen fewer 
buys of books by Hollywood than for 
a number of years past. Add to that 
the few stage plays which have been 
purchased, and it appears there’s a 
busy time ahead for the writers of 
originals. More than the usual num- 
ber of originals written off-the-lot 
have been bought recently, and in 
them may lie the answer to the need 
for story material. 

C’est la guerre is the answer to 
why so few topnotch books have 





been written during the past season. 
Those writers who haven't been 
taken into the Army here and in 
England, or absorbed in other war | 
work, have been subject to the emo- 
tional upset of the conflict, which is 
said to affect their writing propensi- 
ties. They’ll still only be recovering 
next season, apparently, aside from 
being called on to do even more wal 
work, 

One of the few books that looms 
as a fall best-seller is Rachel Field’s | 
‘And Now Tomorrow,’ which studios 
have already viewed in galley proofs. 
It’s to be serialized by McCali’s be- 
fore being published by McMillan. 
It probably would have been bought 
already by Hollywood had not Miss 
Field recently died. Her husband, 


Arthur Pederson, of the Rosalie 
Stewart agency, was Miss Field’s 
agent. There’s understood to be 
some estate difficulty. - 

Paul Terry, producer of cartoon 
comedies for 20th-Fox, purchased 
the screen rights to ‘Nancy,’ pop 


cartoon strip running in the N. Y. | 
Post, from United Features, which 
distributes the Ernie Bushmiller car- 
toon. Initial release will be ‘School 
Daze,’ set for Sept. 18. 





Hollywood Buys 
Hollywood, April 28. 

Monogram purchased ‘The Lady 
Member,’ magazine yarn by Damon 
Runyon. 

Edward F. Finney bought ‘Wings | 
of Mercy,’ by Betty Laidlaw and} 
Robert Lively, for independent pro- 





| duction. 

Edwin Blum sold his novelette, 
‘The Porcelain Lady,’ to 20th-Fox 

John Brophy’s novel about the 
Commandos, “The Immortal Ser- 
|geant,’ bought by 20th-Fox. | 

20th-Fox acquired “This L ittle Pig | 
Went to Murder,’ by Jame O Hane | 
ion. 

William K. Howard sold his screen- 
|play, ‘Storm Out of the West,’ to} 
Monogram. | 

Metro bought ‘I'd Rather See a, 
Ghost,’ by Jack Jungmeyer, Jr., and 
Maurice Rapf. | 

RKO bought three yarns, ‘The 





Seventh Victim,’ by Sugg Glenn;' 
‘End of the Gangsters,’ by Robert 
Gordon and Dane Lussier, and ‘Sub- 
marine Waif Pack,’ by B. Everett 
Thompson and W. Lee Oldham. 





Can’t Scattergood There 


Hollywood, April 28. 

Jerry Brandt, producer of the 
Scattergood Baines series for RKO! 
release, called off preparations on) 
‘Scattergood at Catalina’ because that | 
island and nearby waters are in the! 
prohibited war zone. 

Instead, Brandt is readying an un-} 
titled musical, with a Scattergood | 
theme and Guy Kibbee in the title! 
role. 





Hollywood, April 28. 
Bill Pine and Bill Thomas, pro- 
| ducing unit for Paramount release, 
lifted Frank McDonald’s director 


| where Jones recently signed a three- 


F.P-Canadian Corp.'s Position 
Strengthened; $5,500,000 Taxes 





Murphy Draws ‘Canteen’ 


Hollywood, April 28. 

Paramount handed Ralph Murphy 
the director assignment on ‘Stage 
Door Canteen,’ a yarn dealing with 
the activities of show people in war- 
time. 

Murphy recently washed up a di- 
rector chore in ‘Mrs. Wiggs of the 
Cabbage Patch’ on the same lot. 








Author’s Try to Reopen 
Plagiarism Suit Echoes 
Judge Manton Scandal 


Myra Page Wyren, who lost a 
plagiarism suit on ‘Death Takes a 
Holiday’ in 1934, is seeking to reopen 
the case in New York Federal court 
on the contention that Judge Martin 
Manton, who sat in on the appeal, 
made the decision dubious. Manton 
was convicted a couple of years ago 
of accepting bribes in other cases. 


Defendants in the original action 
were the Shuberts, Samuel French, 
Inc,, United Artists, Paramount Pub- 
lix Theatres Corp., J. B. Pinker, 
Philip Merivale, Albert Cassella, 
Walter Ferris and Berta Cutti. Mrs. 
Wyren asks the decision be set aside 
and a new trial held. Motion is re- 
turnable May 4. 


PAR THEATRE EXECS’ 
HUDDLES IN FIELD 


Leon Netter, contact for southern 
theatres in the Paramount chain, 
leaves some time next week for At- 
lanta and Jacksonville to huddle 
with Lucas & Jenkins, Wilby-Kincey 
and Florida State circuit executives. 
Meantime, Frank Rogers, in charge 
of the Florida State chain, may ar- 
rive in New York the end of this 
week or early next for homeoffice 
conferences on operating matters, 
buying, etc. 

Leonard Goldenson and Sam Dem- 
bow, Jr., latter contact for the 
northern tier of states, are leaving 
the end of this week for Springfield 
and Boston to confer with Par part- 
1ers, 


Seven Pix Move Up 
To 20th Starting Line 


Hollywood, April 28. 
Cameras start grinding on seven 
new pictures at 20th-Fox in the next 
four weeks, beginning April 30 with 




















the Lloyd Nolan starrer, ‘12 Men in a 


| Box.’ 


Others are ‘Berlin Correspondent,’ | 


| May 4; ‘War Correspondent No. 1, | 
May 5: ‘Careful, Soft Shoulders,’ May 
‘Little Tokio, U.S.A.,’ May 11; ‘The 
Man in the Trunk,’ May 18, and $10} 
Raise,” May 25. 


The Bills Hold Frank 


option and assigned him to pilot 
aviation picture, ‘Interceptor Com- 
mand.’ 

Meanwhile Paramount and Mc- 
Donald are mulling a director con- 
tract aside from the Pine-Thomas 
pact. 





THAT’S OR THEM 
Hollywood, April 28. 
Allan Jones and his wife, Irene 
Hervey, are teamed in romantic roles 
in ‘You’re For Me’ at Universal, 


picture deal. 


| duties, 





Their last film appearance to- 
gether was in ‘The Boys 
Syracuse’ on the same lot. 


From | 


While gross income and net earn- 
ings were not announced by J. J. 


Fitzgibbons, president of Famous 
Players-Canadian -at the annual 
stockholders’ eeting held during 


the past week in Toronto, Fitzgib- 
bons reported that the financial po- 
sition of the company has been 
strengthened and, while net earn- 
ings, after deduction of all taxes, 
show only a slight increase over the 
previous year ‘it is interesting to 
note that Famous Players and its 
subsidiary and affiliated companies 
during the year have paid to the 
Dominion, Provincial and City gov- 
ernments throughout Canada a total 
of more than $5,500,000 in taxes of 
all kinds.’ 

The FP-C president stated that 
this is equivalent to more than three 
and one-half times the net earnings 
which were available for distribu- 
tion to the shareholders of these 
companies. This would place the net 
at somewhere between $1,000,000 and 
$2,000,000. 

FP-C paid in wages to employees 
more than $4,400,000 during the past 
year and purchased supplies, fuel, 
power, etc., in excess of $1,750,000. 
Additionally, Fitzgibbons reported 
his company spent over $825,000 in 
newspaper advertising and nearly 
$600,000 in other forms of adver- 
tising. Communications in the way 
of telephone, telegraph and express 
charges ran to over $300,000. 

Fitzgibbons, in addressing the 
stockholders of FP-C, pointed out 
that ‘rapid changes in the social life 
of our public have been reflected in 
the greater demand for comedy, 
melodrama and action pictures.’ He 
added that keener interest has been 
evidenced in topical subjects, par- 
ticularly in newsreels and documen- 
tary films. 

FP-C prez concluded by saying 
that ‘the motion picture screen must 
be preserved vigorous and intact to 
play its important role in the world 
construction thet must follow after 
peace with victory and to this end 
we pledge our services.’ 

At the annual meeting of the board 
of FP-C, also held during the past 
week, Fitzgibbons was _ reelected 
president; R. W. Bolstead, v.p. and 
treasurer; N. G. Barrow, secretary; 
L. G. Geering and J. A. Troyer, as- 
sistant secretaries; A. MacCunn and 
W. E. Kerr, assistant treasurers. 

Those reelected to the board were 
Fitzgibbons, Bolstead, Barney Bala- 
ban, Barrow, Wendell Farris, Stan- 
ton Griffis, Austin C. Keough, Mac- 


Cunn, N. S. Robertson and H. P, 
Robinson. 
Keough, v.p. and general counsel 


of Paramount, which controls FP-C, 
attended from New York. 





Confederation’s Statement . 
Montreal, April 28. 
Financial statement of Confedera- 
tion Amusements, Ltd., which oper- 
ates seven neighborhood houses in 
this city for fiscal year to Dec. 31 last, 


just issued, shows theatre revenue 
$565,117 against $486,686 previous 
year, Net profits at $37,200 show 


improvement of $35,361 for 1940 in 
spite of considerable increased taxes. 

Working capital position is good 
showing current assets of $133.623 
exceeding current liabilities by $94,- 
449, 

Fitz Quits One Post 
Toronto, April 28. 

Because of the pressure of other 
J. J. Fitzgibbons, president 
of Famous Players-Canadian, has 
resigned his presidency of Eastern 
Theatres, Ltd., FP (Can.) subsidiary. 
R. W. Bolstad, former v.p. and treas- 
urer takes over. A. MacCunn be- 
comes treasurer. 

Newly elected directors of East- 
ern Theatres, Ltd. are L. G. Geer- 
ing, R. G. Dargy, W. E. Keerr and 
J. J. wage 


Hathaway’ s Oriental 
Hollywood, April 28. 
Director chore on ‘China Girl,’ 
first Ben Hecht production at 20th- 


| Fox, goes to Henry Hathaway. 


Filming starts in June, with Gene 
Tierney in the title role. 
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SABOTEUR 


Universal release of Frank Lloyd (Jack 
H. Skirball) production. Features Priscilla 
Lane, Robert Cummings. Directed by 
Alfred Hitchcock. Original screenplay, 
Peter Vertel, Joan Harrison, Dorothy Par- 
ker: camera, Joseph Valentine; editor, Otto 


Ludwig. Reviewed in projection room, 
N. Y., April 22, ‘42. Running time, 108 
MINS. 
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All the typical Alfred Hitchcock 
cinematic wrinkles are present in his 
newest picture, ‘Saboteur,’ which he 
has made on a Selznick loanout for 
Universal release. It is violently 
typical Hitchcock. It has the same 
basic elements of chase melodrama, 
the romantic couple beset by sinister 
forces they only partly see and dim- 
ly understand, the complicated plot, 
fantastic situations, colorful minor 
characters, sardonic comedy touches 
and sudden, wild climax. It’s expert 
and enormously effective. It'll get 
rave reviews, play holdover engage- 
ments and clean up at the boxoffice. 

As Hitchcock continues to turn 
out pictures his methods become in- 
creasingly familiar and recognizable. 
For he is a vivid stylist whose stamp 
is unmistakably on every film he 
makes. It doesn’t matter at what 
studio or with whom he works. If 
Hitcheock directs it, it’s a Hitchcock 
picture. ‘ 

In a way, that’s a supreme compli- 
ment, for nearly every film he’s made 
in recent years, whether in England 
or Hollywood, has been an outstand- 
ing critical and boxoffice success. 
Nevertheless, it indicates a lack of 
versatility, since all his pictures tend 
to be similar, not only in bd of 
story, but in the technical tricks by 
which he gets his effects, in the un- 
varying expression of his creative 
personality. 

‘Saboteur’ is a little too self-con- 
sciously Hitchcock. Its succession of 
incredible climaxes, its mounting 
tautness and suspense, its mood of 
terror and impending doom could 
have been achieved by no one else. 
That is a great tribute to a brilliant 
director. But it would be a greater 
tribute to a finer director if he didn’t 
let the spectator see the wheels go 
’round, didn’t let him spot the tricks 
—and thus shatter the illusion, how- 
ever momentarily. 

Like all Hitchcock films, ‘Saboteur’ 
is excellently acted. Norman Lloyd, 
of the Broadway stage but new to 
Hollywood, is genuinely plausible as 
the ferret-like culprit who sets the 
fatal airplane factory fire. Robert 
Cummings lacks variation in his per- 
formance of the thick-headed, un- 
justly .accused worker who crosses 
the continent to expose the plotters 
and clear himself; but his directness 
and vigor partly redeem that short- 
coming. Priscilla Lane is somewhat 
pallid in her early scenes, but im- 
proves as the yarn’s pace accelerates. 

Otto Kruger is remarkably effec- 
tive as the suave, smiling villain who 
directs the saboteurs, while Vaughan 
Glaser gives an expressive portrayal 
of a kindly blind man, Murray Alper 
stands out in a_ brightly-written 
truck-driver part, and Alma Kruger 
is believable as a socialite conspir- 
ator. 

There is the customary Hitchcock 
gallery of lurid minor characters, in- 
cluding a group of circus freaks, a 

saboteur whose young son has the 
macabre habit of breaking his toys, 
a gun-toting maid at a western ranch, 
and a monstrous butler with a sadis- 
tic fondness for a blackjack. There 
are several graphic sequences in fa- 
miliar New York settings, including 
frantic pursuits through Rockefeller 
Centre, a gun battle in Radio City 
Music Hall, a grim dynamiting at a 
Brooklyn Navy Yard launching, and 
a frenzied melee around and in the 
Statue of Liberty. In the latter se- 
quences, incidentally. one of the 
sightseer-extras is a Negro, a genu- 
inely realistic touch. 

Number of patriotic speeches are 
scattered through the film, notably 
Miss Lane’s fervent reading of the 
eloquent dedication inscription on 
the Statue of Liberty. Film is well 
photographed and expertly my ew 

ooe. 


UNPUBLISHED STORY 


(BRITISH-MADE) 
London, March 25. 


Columbia release of Two Cities produc- 


tion. Stars Richard Greene, Valerie Hob- 
son. Directed by Harold French. Screen- 
play, A. de Grunwald, Allan Mackinnon, 


Allan 
Lesley 


from story by A. Havelock Allan, 
Mackinnon; additional 
Storm; camera, Bernard and Cyril Knowles. 


dialog, 





At Cambridge theatre, London. Running 
time, 91 MINS, 
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A felicitous title which lives up to 
the story, and an ingenious series of 
episodes anent the doings of Britain’s 
Secret Service and its relation to the 
issuance of a big newspaper. The 
title derives its name from the secret 
Nazi agents in Britain and the al- 
leged things they resort to. It is well 
written with crisp dialog, intelli- 
gently directed and produced—in 
short, a creditable British feature, 
albeit a trifle too long. When cut. 


should make an acceptable second 
stringer in double programs in the 
U.S 


The cast is excellent. The main 
role is in the hands of Richard 
Greene, who's been especially re- 
leased by the Army for this picture. 
Since his last screen appearance he 
has gained poise and weight, which 
contributes materially to his general 
bearing and sincerity. Valerie Hob- 
son makes an excellent foil for 
Greene. They are Fleet Street re- 
porters continuously running counter 
to each other but winding up in each 
other’s arms Jolo. 


One of Our Aircraft Is 
. . 
Missing 
(BRITISH-MADE) 
London, April 1. 
Anglo-American release of British Na- 
tional-Archers production. Features God- 
frey Tearle, Eric Portman, Hugh Williams. 


Directed by Michael Powell and Emeric 
Pressburger, who also wrote and produeed. 


Camera, Ronald Neame. At Cambridge 
theatre, London. Running time, 100 MINS. 
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‘Target for Tonight,’ which earned 
an award as a documentary film, is 
a basis from which to gauge this one. 
‘Aircraft’ is a full-length feature that 
goes a step further in that it has 
more human interest, dealing with 
the flight of a crew of bombers 
which start from England to raid 
Stuttgart. The squadron all returns 
safely, except one, a Wellington 
bomber, which comes flying across 
the North Sea with nobody on board, 
hits an obstruction, explodes and is 
entirely demolished. Then follows 
the story of what happened to the 
airmen. While all of it is good, all 
of it is not necessary and, when 
tightened up, it should make an in- 
teresting propaganda feature for all 
Allied countries. 

The aforesaid bomber is returning 
from its raid on Stuttgart when it is 
hit and the crew tries to limp home. 
But over Holland they’re compelled 
to bale out, landing in Dutch (occu- 
pied) territory, where the people 
protect them and give them dis- 
guises. They go through a series of 
thrilling adventures for some time 
and eventually make good their es- 
cape. 

The six members of the Welling- 
ton are played by Godfrey Tearle, 
Eric Portman, Hugh Williams, Ber- 
nard Miles, Hugh Burden and Emrys 
Jones, A lot of Dutch people are re- 
cruited as natives of Holland, all of 
them excellent, not to mention Hay 
Petrie as the burgomaster. With the 
exception of Pamela Brown, all the 
others have arrived solidly, and she 
can be depended upon to get there 
in the immediate future. 

Script, production, direction and 
photgraphy are splendid. Jolo. 


BLACK DRAGONS 


Monogram release of Sam Katzman and 
Jack Dietz preduction. Stars Bela Lugosi; 
features Joan Barclay, George Pembroke. 
Directed by William Nigh. Story and 
sereenplay by Harvey Gates; camera, Art 
Reed; editor, Carl Pierson. At New York 
theatre, N. Y., commencing April 22, '42. 
Running time, 61 MINS, 
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Probably the most incredible of 
the film productions which has come 
out of Hollywood since the outbreak 
of the war. Imposed on a whodunit 
with horror furbelows is a denoue- 
ment that baffles all logic, science 
and respect for the average picture- 
goer’s intelligence. With Bela Lu- 





|gosi, who poses here as a menace 
|overhanging a flock of other men- 
aces, it’s mostly a closeup of peering 
eyes and a figure slinking around 
corners or disappearing from cabs in 
motion. ‘Black Dragons’ might at- 
tract the unwary because of the Jap 
cult’s more or less recent newspaper 
expose, but it won’t entertain them 
very much. 

The direction or acting. rarely 
seems certain or at ease. Lugosi 
tosses off what has come to be a 
pretty pat routine, and about the 
only one in the supporting cast who 
applies a modicum of shadows and 
balance to his performance is George 
Pembroke. Joan Bradley, the lone 
femme in the picture, finds herself 
limited to showing off her good looks 
and a trim robe de nuit. 

The plot is good for six deaths and 
one case of a man turned into a mon- 
ster by the injection of a drug. The 
dominant motivation is revenge. 
After Lugosi has tracked down a 
group of six men engaged in plot- 
ting against the American war effort 
by causing strikes, engaging in sab- 
otages, etc., it develops that the sex- 
tet are not Americans after all. Not 
even white men. Even though they 
have all he facial, physical and 
speech attributes of the average 





homo Americanus. No, they’re actu- 





Maistre Reviews 


‘Saboteur’ (U). Timely, ab- 
sorbing and exciting Hitchaock 
meller, cinch for critical raves 
and boxoffice. 

‘Unpublished Story’ (British). 
Richard Greene-Valerie Hobson 
starrer is okay British pic. 

‘One of Our Aircraft Is Miss- 
ing’ (Anglo-Amer.). Fine hu- 
man interest, British-made war 
film. 

‘Black Dragons’ (Mono). Bela 
Lugosi whodunit that’s thick 
with deaths but thin in be- 
lievable plot or background. 

‘South of Santa Fe’ (Rep). 
Punchy western fare with a 
slick gangster twist; Roy Rogers 
starred. 

‘Girl From Alaska’ (Rep). 
Well-made actioner which will 
more than hold own on double 
bills. 

‘Una Novia En Apures’ (Ar- 





gentine). Better than average 
Argentine-made, Spanish - Lan- 
guager. 


Noche De Dodas (Argentine). 
Mediocre Spanish - Language. 











ally all Japs, members of the dreaded 
Black Dragon Society. 

As narrated by the denouement, 
Lugosi, as a famed Nazi plastic sur- 
oe. had years before been sent to 

apan on a special assignment by his 
fuehrer. On his arrival, Lugosi finds 
that his job is to convert the maps 
of six Black Dragon members into 
the faces of six Americans whose 
death masks are to serve as his mod- 
els. Lugosi performs the surgical 
feat successfully. For his reward he 
is tossed into the clink, because the 
Japs aren’t taking any chances of 
the secret getting out. By another 
surgical feat Lugosi makes his és- 
cape and then goes seeking his re- 


venge in America. Odec. 
SOUTH OF SANTA FE 
(SONGS) 


Republic production and release. Stars 
Roy Rogers; features George Gabby Hayes, 
Directed by Joseph Kane; original acreen- 
play by James R. Webb; camera, Harry 
Neuman; film editor, William Thompson. 
At New York, N. Y., week April 22, ‘42. 
Running time, 59 MINS. 
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A gang of city desperados meets 
up with a bunch of cowboys and 
comes off second best in the en- 
counter. That’s the sum and sub- 
stance of the doings in ‘South of 
Santa Fe.’ When he isn’t outwitting 
the city gunmen, Roy Rogers, sup- 
ported by a saddled choir, vocalizes 
on such themes as ‘We’re Headin’ for 
the Home Corral,’ ‘Open Range 
Ahead’ and ‘Down the Trail.’ The 
action, production and singing add 
up to good western fare. 

Most of the dramatic color derives 
from the contrast in fighting methods 
between the gangsters and the yo- 
deling cowboys, who depend solely 
on their six-shooters and homespun 
valor. The mobsters invade sleepy 
little Whittaker City for a kidnapping 
act with streamlined accoutrements 
and precision. High-powered cars, 
an airplane, two-way wireless and 
tommy guns make up the modern 
arsenal that confront the folks of 
Whittaker City. The director puts 
all these factors to maximum dra- 
matic use and the clashes and dashes 
keep things jumping nicely. 

Trouping burden centers pretty 
much around Rogers, George ‘Gabby’ 
Hayes, the former’s needling target, 
Linda Hayes, an ingenue who en- 
gages in a bit of burlarizing to help 
prove her cowboy innocent, and Paul 
Fix, who makes an apt menace in 
the role of the gangster chief. Hayes’ 
a.k. characterization proves limited 
as far as comedy content is con- 
cerned. Young Bobby Beers does 
well by a yodeling interlude, with 
Judy Clark, another youngster, his 
pleasing partner on this vocal occa- 
sion. 

The kidnapping takes place during 








Current Short Releases 


(PRINTS IN EXCHANGES) 





(Compiled by Besa Short) 
‘Personality Plus’ (Par. 10 


mins). Grantland Rice  sport- 
light. ” 

‘Dont Lie’ (M-G 11 mins). Our 
Gang. 


‘Quiz Kids No. 4 (Par 10 
mins). Joe Keily’s radio troup. 

‘Cruise Sports’ (RKO 8 mins). 
Deck games in peace time. 

‘Unusual Occupations No. 4 
(Par. 10% mins), Visual maga- 
zine material, 

‘How Spry I Am’ (Co) 17 
mins). Andy Clyde comedy. 

‘The Don Cossack Chorus’ (WB 
9 mins). Russian choir directed 
by Serge Jaroff. 





a Vaqueros ride that Rogers had 
arranged as a ruse to get three 
financers to Whittaker City to look 
over Miss Hayes’ undeveloped gold 
mine. Fix, who happens to be driv- 
ing through, spots the identity of the 
rich visitors and he horns in on 
the Vaqueros ride preliminary to 
making the snatch. Fix so stages the 
kidnapping as to direct suspicions on 
Rogers and his cowboy pals, but the 
same strip of film which the gangster 
uses as incriminating evidence 
against Rogers later serves to exon- 
erate Rogers and his cronies. The 
episode in which the cowboys go to 


the rescue of the kidnap victims is 
compounded of plenty of action and 
excitement. Odec. 


GIRL FROM ALASKA 


Republic release of Armand Schaefer pro- 
duction, Stars Ray Middleton and Jean 
Parker; features .erome Cowan, Robert H. 
Barrat, Ray Mala, Francis McDonald, Ray- 


mond Hatton, Milton Parsons, Nestor 
Paiva. Directed by Mick Grinde. Screen- 
play, Edward T, Lowe, Robert Ormond 


Case; camera, Jack Marta and Bud Thack- 


erey. Previewed in projection room, N. Y., 
April 21, '42. Running time, 75 MINS, 
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One of the better ‘R’s, this picture 
should more than hold its own on 
double bills. it is well made and 
knit into a tight, if somewhat im- 
probable, story. 

It all deals with a young man, dis- 
gusted at his failure to strike gold 
in Alaska, about to leave for the 
States. He celebrates his departure 
and, apparently accidentally, shoots 
and kills an officer of the law. In 
order to escape he falls in with the 
plans of a rich Englishman to rob 
and kill an old prospector and his 
daughter who are leaving the coun- 
try with $300,000 in gold. He finds 
the daughter shortly after her fath- 
er’s death, and the subsequent 
events, which include an exciting es- 
cape across a river which is begin- 
ning to yield its ice as the spring 
thaws set in, lead to his escape and 
discovery that he had not killed the 
Mountie after all. 

Ray Middleton makes a stalwart 
hero with a somewhat sullen dispo- 
sition. Jean Parker is properly help- 
less as the girl, and Jerome Cowan 
somewhat incredulous as the Eng- 
lishman. Robert Barrat, as another 
villain, is closer to home ground, 
while the balance of the cast lends 
adequate support. 

Photography is excellent and the 
direction fast. Eddy. 


WESTWARD HO 


Republic release of Louis Gray produc- 
tion. Stars the Three Mesquiteers; features 
Evelyn Brent, Donald Curtis, Lois Collier, 
Emmett Lynn, John James. Directed by 
John English; screenplay by Morton Grant 
and Doris Sdhhroeder; camera, Reggie Lan- 


ning. Previewed in projection room, N, Y., 
April 27, ’42. Running time, 56 MINS, 
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This is an above-average western, 
with much action and a novel story. 

For once, a woman is made a vil- 
lain in the melodrama, with Evelyn 
Brent playing the part of a woman 
banker who runs a gang of robbers 
on the side. A foiled bank robbery 
leads to the grabbing of Rufe Davis 
by the robbers, who seek to stretch 
his neck to protect their own, His 
partners rescue Davis and set out to 
round up the real killers. More 
blood than usual is spilled before the 
varmints bite the dust, and the Mes- 
quiteers, who have already account- 
ed for hundreds of bad men in their 
films, move on to more fertile 
grounds. 

Film is tight and never lets up a 
minute from an opening blast of gun- 
fire. Direction is rapid-paced and 
acting is all good, with the Mes- 
quiteeers taking most credit. Evelyn 
Brent, still looking attractive; Don- 
ald Curtis, John James and Emmett 
Lynn all are contributory factors to 
a punchy picture. Camera work is 
good. Eddy. 


Uua Novia En Apuros 


(‘A Bride in Trouble’) 
(ARGENTINE-MADE) 
Buenos Aires, April 1. 
Almar release of Baires (Eduardo Bedoya) 
production. Stars Esteban Serrador, Alicia 
Barrie, Pedro Quartucci; features Felisa 
Mary, Hector Caleano, Teresa Serrador, 
Jose Ramirez, Pepita Munoz, Manuel Per- 
ales, Alberto Rerrones, Chela Cordero, Eva 
Duarte, Manuel Alcon, Liana Moabro, Caye- 
tano Blondo, Jose Alcantara. Story, Alex- 
ander Solt and Stephan Bekeffi; dialog, 
Conrado Nale Roxlo; photography, Paul 
Terry; directed by John Reinhardt. Re- 
viewed at the Ambassador, Buenos Aires. 
Running time, 86 MINS. 





Of special interest because it was 
the first Argentine-made to be 
megged by a U. S. director, ‘Una 
Novia en yd (‘A Bride in Trou- 
ble’) turned out to be a far better 
than average national with plenty 
to show for the trouble to which 
Baires went in getting help from 
outside. Jahn Reinhardt, who has 
directed both English and Spanish 
languagers in the States and who has 
also put on successful Spanish-lan- 





guage adaptations to U. S. stage hits, 
has taken a none-too-strong sto 
and dressed it up for a fast-moving 
chuckle-provoking result. 

Unlike many localities, Reinhardt 
has kept up the pace throughout and 
used his camera to tell the story, not 
depending too much on dialog. Not 
that the latter has been neglected, 
but simply that the film has been 
kept to the medium of the screen. 

Story tells of a bride who gets a 
ring on her wedding night accom- 
panied by a card from a mysterious 
‘Victor. When her husband stirs 
up a stew, she sets out to find the 
unknown sender, traces him through 
the jewelers to his palatial mansion 
where a masked ball is in progress, 
Since leaving a husband is not re- 
garded very lightly here despite the 
lack of a Hays office, Reinhardt gets 
around the point by explaining that 
the marriage was not consummated, 
therefore leaving the bride, Alicia 
Barrie, free to dash off with hero 
Esteban Serrador. Senorita Barrie 
is generally good but lacks the in- 
tensity. occasionally meeded. Ser- 
rador is fairish, but Pedro Quartucci, 
as the chauffeur, walks off with com- 
edy honors. Photography by Paul 
pont? 4 is good and the sound is ex- 
ceptional. Ray. 


HOME IN WYOMIN’ 


(SONGS) 

Republic release of Harry Grey produce 
tion. Stars Gene Autry. Features Smiley 
Burnette, Fay McKenzie, Olin Howlin, Jo« 
seph Strauch, Jr. Directed by William 
Morgan; screenplay by Robert Tasker and 
M. Coates Webster; camera, Ernest Miller; 
musical supervisor, Raoul Kraushaar, Pree 
viewed in projection room, N. Y., April 24, 
‘42. Running time, 67 MINS. 


GOMBs cc ccvcccecssresecccctescsas Gene Autry 
BTOG..scccces We teeccccccree Smiley Burnette 
Clem Benson..,.. eoececercor Fay McKenzie 
Sunrise.......-. ececcececeeseces Olin Howlin 
Hack Hackett..ccocccesseces Chick Chandler 
;, | eee eceese- Joseph Strauch, Jr, 
\, MPeeety ce eee eocecceceses Forrest Taylor 
Tex Harrison..ccccccccccsecsees James Seay 
CHOWIOT  scccvccccesce seeee- George Douglas 
NOEs 0g 0'0 0 00 46 He 060006060008 Charlies Lane 
Servis. .ccccrccveccsccdteseccsceres Hal Price 





This horse opera, starring Gene 
Autry, is marred by poor acting on 
the part of the star, whose expres- 
sion does not change fhroughout the 
picture. Autry is aided by forced 
comedy contributed by Smiley Bur- 
nette and a moppet named Joseph 
Strauch, Jr., whose weak attempts 
at humor are only equalled by the 
inadequacy of the lines the players 
are given to speak. 

Since the trio constitute the bulk 
of the screen time, they spoil what 
otherwise might have been an aver- 
age western with some new twists. 
Story deals with Autry, a successful 
radio cowboy, returning to Wyoming 
to aid a former employer get his 
rodeo out of financial difficulties. A 
girl reporter, several murders, fist 
fights, gangsters from: Chicago and 
some good riding complicate the plot 
until Autry gets his men and wins 
the gal. 

The five songs spotted throughout 
are not knockouts, but are adequate 
for this type of production. Autry 
sings them listlessly and the syn- 
chronization between his lips and 
the sound is not always free of fault. 
Direction is fair and the camerawork 


is good. ; 
This will prove a disappointment 
to Autry’s fans. Eddy. 





NOCHE DE BODAS 


(‘Wedding Night’) 
(ARGENTINE-MADE) 
Lumiton production and release. Stars 
Paulina Singerman; features Enrique Ser- 
rano, Irma Cordoba, Felisa Mary, Ricardo 
Passano, Jr., Pablo Lagarde, Diego Mar- 
tinez, Aurelia Ferrer, Dario Cossier, Pa- 
loma Cortes. Directed by Carlos Hugo 
Christensen, Story, Goicochea and Cordone; 
photography, Alfredo Traverso. Reviewed 





at the Monumental, Buenos Alres. Rune 
ning time, 80 MINS. 
‘Noche de_ Bodas’ (‘Wedding 


Night’), latest from Lumiton, is billed 
as an original but looks more like a 
stage adaptation than many an out- 
right transfer from footlights to the 
screen. Its pattern throughout is 
that of a stage comedy in two sets 
and three acts. It rarely gets mov- 
ing out of the limited area in which 
megger plants his camera. 

Paulina Singerman and Enrique 
Serrano handle most of the business, 
and although the very blonde Sen- 
orita Singerman’s charms may bring 
pesos to b.o.s in Cuba and Central 
America, where she is especially 
popular, pic certainly won’t do any- 
thing to add to her reputash. She’s 
good at certain moments but most of 
the time the film just waddles along. 

Story is extremely involved, deal- 
ing with situation which develops on 
the wedding night of a wealthy gal 
whose brother’s wife has been trying 
to carry on an affair with her new 
groom. Sister and a younger brother 
finally put a little backbone into the 
weakling, whose wife is philander- 
ing, and all turns out well. It’s a 
typical Singerman role, and while 
laughs are present, most of them are 
forced. Most interesting are per- 
formances by Irma Cordoba and Pa- 
loma Cortes in supporting roles. 
phat of on! generally good and 
musical background above a 

ay. 


TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, April 28. 
‘The Man from Marfinique’ at 
Metro became ‘Crossroads.’ 
‘Frontier Trails’ new handle on 
‘The Prairie’ at Monogram. } 
‘One Man Army’ new tag on ‘War 
Correspondent No. 1’ at 20th-Fox. 
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Chi Has Problem Making Room For 
Wkend Mobs; Saboteu’, $17,000, 


‘Woman, 206, 





Nifty, Horror Pays 





Chicago, April 28. 
Business is basically good and the 
local houses need only a little pic- 
ture cooperation to make them go 
over the boxoffice top. Average 
flickers are doing well, and red ink 
is being put away in the store-room. 

Especially big are the weekends. 
It has become literally impossible 
to handle the crowds on Saturday 
nights. Lines jam the sidewalks 
and the turnaways are counted in 
the thousands. If the houses could 
spread this trade over the entire 
week, it would be really boom fimes 


in spades. 

Major Bowes unit on the stuge of 
the Oriental is giving that house a 
considerable b.o. boost currently, 
and the Wayne King and is help- 
ing the Balaban & Katz Chicago, 

Otherwise the b.o. strength is in 
‘Woman of the Year,’ in the State- 
Lake and ‘Saboteur,’ in the Palace. 
Woods is still getting a big play with 
its horror dual of ‘Ghost of Franken- 
stein’ and ‘Case of Dr. Rx.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
—Invaders’ (Col) and ‘Brooklyn’ 
(UA). Title of top flicker is good 
and names are better, and gross 
looks alright at $8,500. Last week, 
‘Joe Smith’ (M-G) and ‘Vanishing 
Virginian’ (M-G), finished two nice 
weeks to $6,500. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75)— 
‘Lady Has Plans’ (Par) and Wayne 
King band unit on stage. Fine com- 
bination headed for $40,000, splendid. 
Last week, ‘Design for Scandal’ 
(M-G) and Kay Kyser band smashed 
all predictions and rode in with 
gigantic $57,500. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
—Captains Clouds’ (WB) and ‘De- 
sign Scandal’ (M-G). Hold-overs 
for both flickers, former coming in 
from State-Lake, latter from Chi- 
cago. Headed for good $7,000. Last 
week, ‘Russian Front’ (Indie) and 
‘Fly By Night’ (Par), okay $5,200, 
primarily on newsreeler. 

Oriental (Iroquois) (3,200; 28-33- 
44-55)—‘Call Out Marines’ (RKO) 
and Major Bowes unit on stage, also 
Rajah Raboid. Bowes unit account- 
ing for the good trade at $20,000. 
Last week, ‘Man Returned to Life’ 
(Col) and Martha Raye headlining 
vaude bill, snappy $18,300. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 33-44-66-75) 
—‘Saboteur’ (U) and ‘Almost Mar- 
ried’ (U). Topper on this bill ac- 
counting for bangup $17,000. Last 
week, ‘Joan Paris’ (RKO) and ‘Mayor 
44th St.’ (RKO), fair $11,100. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
75)—‘Lady Willing’ (Col) and ‘Yanks 
Trinidad’ (Col) (2nd wk). Holding 
nicely at $8,500, following good 
$12,600 last week. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 35-55-65- 
75)-—'Woman of Year’ (M-G). Got 
excellent treatment from the press 
and should garner fine $20,000 on 
initial session. Last week, ‘Captains 
Clouds’ (WB) completed three weeks 
here to alright $13,300 for finale. 

United Artists (B&K-M-G) (1,700; 
35-55-65-75)—‘Jungle Book’ (UA) 
by ee. Holding nicely and will 

e M currently, following ha 
$11,300 last week. nine 

Woods (Essaness) (1,200; 35-55-65- 
75)—‘Ghost Frankenstein’ (U) and 
Dr. Rx’ (U) (4th wk). Powerful 
winner for this house; heading for 
| nt $8,000 this week, following big 

700 last week. 


‘GWTW’ REPEATER IN 
ST. LOUIS, BIG $15,500 


Ta St. Louis, April 28. 
Huge civic parade for the recently 
Promoted Lieut. Comdr. Edward 
O'Hare, a native who single-handed 
downed six Jap planes in one en- 
counter in the Pacific several weeks 
ago, drew gigantic crowds down- 
town Saturday (25) and hypoed b.o. 
revenue. ‘Gone With the Wind’ is 
ney : third stand at Loew’s, the 
at pop prices, and i 
tied the town, ne expected 
Estimates for This Week 
, Loew’s (Loew) (3,172: 30-40-50)— 
Gone With Wind’ (M-G). At pop 








Tripoli’ (20th) (2d wk), bettered ex- 
pectations, fine $14,000. 

Missouri (F&M) (3,570; 30-40-50) 
—Male Animal’ (WB) and ‘Ki 
Row’ (WB) (2d wk). Fair ‘500. 
Last week, ‘Kings Row’ (WB) and 
pimsse in My Heart’ (WB), swell 


St. Louis (F&M) (4,000; 30-40)— 
‘Call Marines’ (RKO) and ‘Sing 
Worries Away’ (RKO). Better than 
average $4,500. Last week, ‘Roxie 
Heart’ (20th) and ‘Song Islands’ 
(20th), oke $4,300. 


‘SPOILERS’ FAIR 
$9 000 IN CINCY 
DIP 


Cincinnati, April 28. 

General take of major houses is 
under par for second consecutive 
week, current pull being several 
shades under las’ week. 

Abnormal warmth, the third draft 
registration and the Reds’ first week- 
end appearance on the home lot 
were b.o. trafic diverters. 

Estimates for This Week 








Albee (RKO) (3,300; 33-40-50)— 
‘Tuttles of ‘Tahiti? (RKO). Dull 
$8,500. Last week, ‘Jungle Book’ 


(UA), fair $10,000. 

Capitol (RKO) 
‘Kings Row’ (WB) 
$6,000. Last week 
$6,500. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 17-28)— 
‘Honolulu Lu’ (Col) and ‘Billy the 
Kid’s Roundup’ (PRC), split with 
‘Unseen Enemy’ (U) and ‘Born to 
Sing’ (M-G). Average $2,100. Same 
last week for ‘Torpedo Boat’ (Par) 
and ‘Stick to Your Guns’ (Par), 
divided with ‘Nazi Agent’ (M-G) and 
‘Tuxedo Junction’ (Rep). 

Grand (RKO) (1,430; 33-40-50)— 
‘Gentleman After Dark’ (UA), Meek 
$3,500. Ditto last week on ‘Joan 
Paris’ (RKO). 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 33-40-50) 
—‘Shores of Tripoli’ (20th) (2d wk). 
Holding for second week on move- 
over. Okay $4,000, Last wee te 
$6,000. Pic got wham $16,0 in 
initial stanza at Albee. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 28-33-42)— 
‘Valley of sun’ (RKO). Poor $2,500. 


(2,000; 33-40-50)— 
(4th wk). Big 
(3d), excellent 


Last week, ‘Fleet’s In’ (Par) (3d 
run), all right $3,500. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 33-40-50)— 
‘Spoilers’ (U). Fair $9,000. Last 
week, ‘Lady Has Plans’ (Par), slow 
$8,000. 


Shubert (RKO) (2,150; 40-44-60)— 
‘Fantasia’ (RKO). Encoring at pop 
prices. Good $5,000. Holds second 
week. Last week, ‘Male Animal’ 
(WB) (2d run), at regular 33-40-50c 
scale, nice $4,000. 


OMAHA IN DOLDRUMS; 
‘RINGS’ POOR $7,000 


Omaha, April 28. 
All grosses, save those of ‘Kings 
Row’ at Omaha, are down. Latter 
should run up to about $8,500, which 
is an improvement over last week. 
Orpheum is in one of its rare 
slumps. 
Estimates for This Week 
Brandeis (Mort Singer) (1,500; 10- 











25-35-40) — ‘Invaders’ (Col) and 
‘Sleepytime Gal’ (Rep). Around 
$4,500, fair. Last week, ‘Male Animal’ 


| (WB) and ‘Man Returned Life’ (Col), 
| good $5,000. 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 11-30-44) 
—Kings Row’ (WB) and ‘Sunny 
Side’ (20th). Around $8,500, nice. 
Last week, ‘Shanghai Gesture’ (UA) 
and ‘Bullet Scars’ (WB). light $6,300. 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 15-30- 
44)—‘Rings on Fingers’ (20th) and 
‘Secret Agent Japan’ (20th). Poor 
$7,000. Last week, ‘Twin Beds’ (UA) 
and Mischa Auer-Del Courtney orch 
and show on stage, started strong 
but slipred to light $11,000 at 20-40- 


Prices, this third engagement should | 50-65 


‘op, a good $15,500. Last week, 
johanghai Gesture’ (UA) and ‘Born 
590 ns (M-G), finished with $14,- 
ré 0m 
mbassador (F&M) (3,000: 30-40- 
30) —'Wife Takes Flyer’ (Col) and 
ecret Avent Japan’ (20th). Aver- 
(Ot) ae aes Last week, ‘Invaders’ 
0-5 jee eet Gambler’ (U), 
«9X (F&M) (5,000; 30-40-50) — 
Gaboteur’ (U) and ‘Valley of Sun’ 
: OQ). Weekend biz will help this 
oa nice $12,500. Last week, ‘Lar- 
cency, Inc.’ (WB) and ‘Shores of 


Town (Goldberg) (1,400; 11-20-30) 
—‘South Santa Fe’ (Rep), ‘Treat ’Em 
Rough’ (U) and ‘Sing Another 
Chorus’ (U), triple first-run, split 
with ‘Trail Blazers’ (Rep), ‘Hit Road’ 
(U) and ‘Down Mexico Way’ Cp. 
and ‘Carter Case’ am 4 and ‘This 
Woman Mine’ (U). Light $900. Last 
week, ‘Come Danger’ (RKO), ‘Sealed 
Lips’ (U) and ‘Sailors Leave’ (Rep), 
triple, split with ‘Border Legion’ 
(Rep), ‘Black Cat’ (U) and ‘North of 
the Rockies’ (Col), and ‘Cail Out 
Marines’ (RKO) and ‘Lady for Night’ 
(Rep), pretty good $1,100. 





First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of April 30 
Capitol—‘Twin Beds’ (UA). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ April 22) 
Criterion—‘Tuttles of Tahiti’ 

(RKO). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ March 18) 
Globe—‘The Gold Rush’ (UA) 
(3d week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ March 4) 
Music Hall—‘We Were Danc- 
ing’ (M-G). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Jan. 21) 
Paramount—‘The Great Man’s 
Lady’ (Par) (29). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ March 18) 
Rialto—*The Man Who Wouldn't 
Die’ (20th) (27). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ April 22) 
Rivoli—‘Moontide’ (20th). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ April 22) 
Roxy—My Gal Sal’ (20th). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ April 22) 
Stanley — ‘Guerrilla Brigade’ 
(Artkino) (3d week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ March 4) 
Strand—‘Larceny, Inc.’ (WB) 
(2d week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ March 4) 
-Week of May 7 
Capitol — ‘Twin Beds’ (2d 
week). 

Criterion—‘Tuttles of Tahiti’ 
(RKO) (2d week). 

Giobe—‘The Gold Rush’ (UA) 
(4th week). 

Music Hall—‘We Were Danc- 
ing’ (M-G) (2d week). 

Paramount—‘The Great Man’s 
Lady’ (Par) (2d week). 


Rivoli—‘Moontide’ (20th) (2d 
week), 

Roxy—‘My Gal Sal’ (20th) €2d 
week). 


Stanley — ‘Guerrilla Brigade’ 
(Artkino) (4th week). 
Strand—‘In This Our Life’ 


(WB). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ April 8) 


Everything Hits Mpls., 
But ‘Ball Fire,’ $8,500, 
‘Tripoli’, 126, Both Okay 


Minneapolis, April 28. 

While unseasonably warm weather 
and bad war news continue to hurt 
business plenty here, two particular- 
ly strong newcomers, ‘Shores of 
Tripoli’ and ‘Ball of Fire,’ are afford- 
ing some rays of sunshine currently. 
It’s indicated that this pair will ac- 
count for sufficient grosses to bring 
up the total downtown takings to a 
respectable level. 

Otherwise, the b.o. story’s none too 
cheerful. After a single film try ata 
screen policy to discouraging results, 
the Alvin, local burlesque house, has 
shuttered for the summer. The next 
Orpheum stage show, with Wayne 
King heading, is several weeks in the 
offing. 

Estimates for This Week 

Alvin (Hirsch-Katz) (1,000; 30-40- 
50)—"No Greater Sin’ (Mono) (2d 
wk). Held over for four additional 
days ingvain hope it finally wouid 
catch on. Light $700 indicated, after 
bad $1,800 first week. 

Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 17-28)— 
‘Nazi Agent’ (M-G) and ‘American 
Spitfire at Sea’ (RKO). Dual first- 
runs in for five days and good $1,800 
indicated. Last week, ‘Frisco Lil’ 
(U) and ‘Yank Burma Road’ (M-G), 
= with ‘Bullet Scars’ (WB) and 
‘Obliging Young Lady’ (RKO), all 
first-runs, fair $1,900 in eight days. 

Century (P-S) (1,600; 30-40-50)— 
‘Courtship Andy Hardy’ (M-G) (2d 
wk). Moved here after only fairly 
good first week at the State and hold- 
ing to moderate pace. Mild $4,000. 
Last week, ‘Captains Clouds’ (WB), 
slow $3,300, after good $9,000 first 
week at State. 

Gopher (P-S) (998; 28-30)—‘What’s 
Cookin’ (U). Well spotted to catch 
the younger fans attracted by cast 














array. Heading for nice $3,500. Last 
week, ‘Call Out Marines’ (RKO), 
poor $2,000. 


Orpheum (P-S) (2,800; 39-44-55)— 
‘Ball of Fire’ (RKO). Heavily sold. 
Powerful boxoffice names and well- 
liked picture spell big $8,500. Last 
week, ‘Rings on Fingers’ (20th) and 
Dick Jergens’ band and vaude, pretty 
good $13,500. 

State (P-S) (2,300; 30-40-50) — 
‘Shores of Tripoli’ (20th). Extra 
heavy exploitation and advertising 
paying dividends; big $12,000. Last 
week, ‘Courtship Andy Hardy’ (M- 
G), disappointing $8,000. 

Uptown (Par) (1,100; 30-40)—‘To 
Be’ (UA). First nabe showing. Pretty 
good $3,000 indicated. Last week, 
‘Son of Fury’ (20th), first nabe show- 
ing, nice $3,300. 

World (Par-Steffes) (350; 30-40-50- 
55)—‘40,000 Horsemen’ (Principal). 
Australian picture out of the ordi- 
nary, but because of lack of cast 
names and usual screen ingredients 
it’s having difficult boxoffice going. 





Not likely to top mild $1.500. 


Last | 
week, ‘Men in Life’ (Col), fair $1,800. | $10,000, rather mild. The third week 








N.Y. With Plenty of H.0s, Ships a Bit; 


Rings’ $30,000, Marlene $17,000, NSG. 
‘Larceny -Lyman-Cooper Big 426 





Downtown New York picture 
houses, still doing a whale of a busi- 
ness on weekends, are not running 
up such a good gross total this week 
as they have of late. It will be the 
lowest week of April. 

This is partly due to holdovers, 
several of which are still strong, 
however. Added to this is a weak 
entry in ‘Rings on Her Fingers,’ 
which is letting the Roxy down to 
about $30,000 and thus gets only one 
week at this large first-run. ‘Lady 
Is Willing,’ also poor, won’t get the 
Capitol $17,000. 

Another starter this week, ‘Lar- 
ceny, Inc.’, is showing terrific speed. 
The Edward G. Robinson picture 
didn’t get good notices, but the Rob- 
inson name is boxoffice regardless, 
and, with the aid of Abe Lyman’s 
orch and Jackie Cooper in person, 
the Strand will knock out $42,000 or 
thereabouts, slick business. 

Continuing {ts sensational streak 
is ‘Goid Rush,’ which should get the 
Globe close to $30,000 this week, its 
second. On the weekend the house 
got more than it did for the first 
Saturday-Sunday of the engagement. 

No less remarkable is the fact that 
the Music Hall on Sunday (26) 
grossed nearly as much with ‘Reap 
the Wild Wind’ on that day as it did 
the first Sunday, the difference be- 
ing Iess than $1,000. Picture, in its 
fifth and final week, will top $70,000. 

The Paramount turned ‘Favorite 
Blonde’ and Tommy Dorsey out last 
night (Tues.) although the conclud- 
ing (4th) stanza soared to $44,000. 
This is a good first week’s business 
at the theatre. A backlog of Par 
pictures and booking commitments 
prevented the house from holding 
‘Blonde’ further. New show today 
(Wednesday) is ‘Great Man's Lady’ 
and the Claude Thornhill orchestra, 
plus Carol Bruce. 

State, playing ‘To Be or Not to Be’ 
second-run, with James Barton and 
the Ciro Rimac orchestra on the 
stage, again is in the big money. In- 
dications point to $27,000 or better. 

‘Tuttles of Tahiti’ opens today at 
the Criterion, which did very well 
with ‘Fingers at the Window.’ Lat- 
ter wound up at $11,000 on the week 
ended last night (Tuesday). 

Rivoli also brings in a new one 
today (Wednesday), ‘Moontide,’ the 
first Twentieth-Fox film to play the 
house since ‘How Green Was My 
Valley’ last fall. 2, 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (Loew’s) (1,012; 44-65-85-99) 
—‘Gone With Wind’ (M-G) (5th wk). 
On the fourth stanza ended Sunday 
night (26) slipped to $10,000, light. 
The third week was $14,000, okay. 
Twentieth-Fox is due to come in with 
‘This Above All’ on a roadshow basis 
May 12. 

Capitol (Loew’s) (4,620; 35-55-85- 
$1.10-$1.25)—‘Lady Is Willing’ (Col). 
They don’t want this cne; less than 
$17,000 seen, poor. Last week, sec- 
ond for ‘Courtship Andy Hardy’ 
(M-G), under $15,000, very disap- 
pointing. 


Criterion 35-44- 


(Loew’s) (1,062; 
55-75)—Tuttles of Tahiti’ (RKO) 
debuts here today (Wed.) after a 
good week of $11,000 with ‘Fingers 
at Window’ ‘M-G). This would not 
indicate any public apathy with re- 
spect to Lew Ayres. The third week 
for ‘Joe Smith, American’ (M-G) was 
$10,000. 

Globe (Brandt) (1,250; 35-55-75-99- 
$1.10)—‘Gold Rush’ (UA) (2d wk). 
Continues at a fast clip, looking $30,- 
000 or close this week (2d), follow- 
ing mighty take of $35,500 the first 
semester, a new house record. 

Palace (RKO) (1,700; 28-35-44-55- 
65-75)—‘Kings Row’ (WB) (2d run) 
(2d-final wk) and, ‘Bullet Scars’ 
(WB) (1st wk), dualed. Top picture 
accounting for strong $9,500. On 
the first week of ‘Row,’ with ‘Juke 
Box Jenny’ 
feature, $13,000, big. 

Paramount (Par) (3,664; 35-55-85- 
99)—‘Great Man’s Lady’ (Par) and 
Claude Thornhill orchestra, plus 
Carol Bruce, open this morning 
(Wednesday ). ‘Favorite Blonde’ 
(Par) and Tommy Dorsey went four 
weeks, rolling up tremendous profit; 
final week ended last night (Tues- 
day }, $44,000, while third was $53,000. 

Radio City Music Hall (Rocke- 
fellers) (5,945; 44-55-85-99-$1.65)— 
‘Reap’ (Par) and stageshow (5th- 
final wk). On the blowoff will top 
$70,000, good. The fourth week was 
$82,000, very nice. ‘We Were Dancing’ 
(M-G) opens tomorrow (Thursday). 

Rialto (Mayer) (594; 28-44-55)— 
‘Man Who Wouldn’t Die’ (20th). Was 
brought in Monday (27) and started 
out satisfactorily. ‘Kid Glove Killer’ 
(M-G) went 12 days, getting strong 
$12,000 for the period. ‘Ghost of 
Frankenstein’ (U) on its second 
week was $8,000, excellent. 

Rivoli (UA) (2.992; 35-56-75-85-99) 
—‘Moontide’ (20th) moves in here 
tonight (Wednesday) on a_ special 
premiere. ‘Jungle Book’ (UA) went 
four days on a fourth week, grossing 


(U) as the companion | 








was around $15,000, quite a drop 
from the prior stanza. 

Roxy (20th) (5,886; 40-55-65-75-85- 
99)—‘Rings on Her Fingers’ (20th) 
and stageshow. No dice, = about 
$30,000, and takes it on the lam to- 
night (Wednesday). ‘Shores of Trip- 
oli’ (20th) on its final eight days 
nabbed big $45,000, following three 
prior weeks on which the at 
showed terrific strength. ‘My Gal 
Sal’ (20th) opens tomorrow morning 
(Thursday ). 

State (Loew’s) &3,450; 28-44-55-75- 
99-$1.10)—"To Be’ (UA) (2d run) 
and James Barton, Ciro Rimac band, 
others, in person. On the way to 
$27,000 or better, swell. Last week, 
‘Gentleman After Dark’ (UA) (ist 
run), plus Buddy Rogers and ZaSu 
Pitts, $29,000, very nice. 

Strand (WB) (2,756; 35-55-75-85- 
99)—‘Larceny, Inc.’ (WB) and Abe 
Lyman band, plus Jackie Cooper. 
The Lyman orchestra and Cooper, 
latter drawing the younger element, 
is providing good support for the 
picture; all signs point to $42,000 or 
thereabouts, stout. Show holds, 
Last week, second for ‘Dangerously 
They Live’ (WB) and Dick Stabile, 
John Garfield, Gracie Barrie in per- 
son, topped $35,000, potent. 


KINGS ROW 96 
HOT K.-C. ENTRY 


Kansas City, April 28. 


One of the brightest weeks in some 
time with many new strong entries. 
‘Gone With the Wind’ is back at the 
Midland at slightly upped admis- 
sions and again out in front. Take 
will be one of biggest of year. 

Newman is doing well with ‘Kings 
Row’ and Orpheum breezing along 
with the ‘Male Animal’ as billtopper. 
‘Saboteur’ at the Esquire and Up- 
town is labelled as midwest premiere 
and opened on same day as preem 
in Washington. Took hold nicely 
ue some heavy exploitation behind 
it. 








Estimates for This Week 

Esquire and Uptown (Fox Mid- 
west) (820 and 2,043; 11-30-44)— 
‘Saboteur’ (U). Opened Friday on 
what was advertised as a midwest 
preem. Got going nicely and may 
wind up with $6,500, average. Last 
week, ‘The Spoilers’ (U), pretty good 
at $6,600. 

Midiand (Loew’s) (4,000; 17-40-55) 
—Gone With Wind’ (M-G). Four 
showings daily crowded in; fair 
$9,500 will be all. Last week, ‘In- 
vaders’ (Col) and ‘Blondie’s Blessed 
Event’ (Col) (11-30-44), under ex- 
pectations at $7,000. 

Newman (Paramount) (1,900: 11- 
30-44)—‘Kings Row’ (WB). House 
having a very good week at $9,000, 
and probably holdover. Last week, 


‘Fleet’s In’ (Par), held over for a 
third week of five days, satisfactory 
$3,500. 


Orpheum (RKO) (1,600; 11-30-44) 
—‘Male Animal’ (WB) and ‘Bullet 
Scars’ (WB). Bill topping ‘Animal’ 
reason for good $8,000. Last week, 
‘Dangerously Live’ (WB) and ‘Wild 
Bill Hickok’ (WB), lightweight $5,300. 

Tower (Joffee) (2,110; 11-30-50) 
—Almost Married’ (U) with Jan 
Garber and orch on stage. First 
time here in about five years, good, 
but not big, $9,000. Last week, 
‘Juke Box Jenny’ (U) with Henry 
Busse and band were booked with 
a Saturday opening for only a six- 
day week, and $8,500, good enough. 





Fleet’, $17,000, Rides 
To Fine J.C. Take 


Jersey City, April 28. 

Jersey City first-run houses are 
doing very nice business this week. 
The hot weather spel] has cut at- 
tendance during the afternoons, but 
there has been compensating biz in 
the evenings. 

Estimates for This Week 


Loew’s (Loew’s) (3,205; 30-35-55)— 
‘Mr. V’ (UA) and ‘Bugle Blows’ 
(M-G). Good $15,500. Last week, 
‘To Be’ (UA) and ‘Man Returned 
Life’ (Col), huge $18,000. 

Stanley (WB) (4.500; 30-35-55)— 
‘The Fleet’s In’ (Par) and ‘Alias 
Boston Blackie’ (Col). Fine $17,000. 
Last week, ‘Kings Row’ (WB) and 
‘Bullet Scars’ (WB) (3d wk), thun- 
dering $16.000. 

State (Skouras) (2.200: 30-35-55)— 
‘Shores of Tripoli’ (20th) and ‘Sunny 
Side’ (20th). This is popular set and 
seems likely to earn great $13,000. 
Last week. ‘Invaders’ (Coi) and 
‘Blondie’s Blessed Event’ (Col), socko 
$16,000. 
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Open Road Calls Em Away From Philly 


Fleet’ Good $19,000, ‘Andrew N.G. 76. 





Philadelphia, April 28. 

Next-to-the-last weekend before 
gas rationing starts in earnest 
brought a heavy exodus of motorists 
out of town and is putting a dainper 
on this week's grosses. Added 
cc xapetish came from the giant rally 
at the Convention Hall for Russian 
War Relief, featuring Paul Robeson. 
Jan addition bright sunny weather is 
sending many potential film custom- 
ers to find their entertainment at the 
golf links and ballparks. 


Only one of the new films is get- 
ting anywhere near a big league 
play. It’s ‘The Fleet’s In’ at the Fox, 
which also took the cuke for the 
‘bonus’ showing at the Earle Sunday. 


Estimates for This Week 


Aldine (WB) (1,303; 35-46-57-68)— 
*Remarkable Andrew’ (Par). Nothing 
remarkable with mere $7,000. Last 
week, ‘Men in Life’ (Col) fared even 
worse with sad $6,000. ‘Reap the 
Wild Wind’ opens tomorrow (Wed.). 


Arcadia (Sablosky) (600° 35-46-57) 
—‘Real Glory’ (UA). Revival netting 
sad $2,400. Last week, ‘Citizen Kane’ 
(RKO) wound up second week of 
second run with poor $2,500. 

Boyd (WB) (2,568; 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Kings Row’ (WB) (4th wk). Still 

acking a solid wallop wit bangup 

12,500. Third round last week, hefty 
$15,000. 

Earie (WB) (2,768; 35-46-57-68-75) 
— ‘Always in My Heart’ (WB) with 
Dick Stabile orch, Jack Haley and 
Hal Leroy in person, Combo gross- 
ing fair $17,000. Last week, ‘Sulli- 
van’s Travels’ (Par) paired with 
Connee Boswell, Cliff Nazarro and 
Johnny (Scat) Davis band, . okay 
$19,000. 

Fox (WB) (2,425; 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Fleet's In’ (Par). Looks like a 
winner with $16,000, in addition to 
neat $3,000 for ‘gravy’ showing at 
Earle on Sunday (26). Last week, 
‘Courtship Andy Hardy’ (M-G), fair- 
ish $14,500, plus $2,000 for Sunday 


showing at Earle. 

Karlton (WB) (1,066; 35-46-57-68) 
—Mr. V’ (UA) (2d run) (2d wk). 
Bucking slump with okay $4,000 for 
this trip. Last week, neat $5,000. 

Keith’s (WB) (2,220; 35-46-57-68 )— 
“Men in Her Life’ (Col) (2d run), 
Being yanked after poor $3,000 for 
six days. Last week, ‘Song Islands’ 
(20th), not much better with $3,500. 

Stanley (WB) (2,916; 35-46-57-68) 
—‘Shores Tripoli’ (20th) (3d wk). 
Hitting high spots with good $12,500 
for this round. Second sesh last 


week socko $15,000. ‘Tuttles of 
Tahiti? (RKO) opens tomorrow 
(Wed.). 

Stanton (WB) (1,457: 35-46-57-68) 


—‘Shanghai Gesture’ (UA) (3d wk). 
Another holdover that’s shining with 
neat $6,000. Second week brought 
solid $7,000. 


‘Hardy’ Great $10,500 
Paces Forte Seattle; 
‘Spoilers’ $6,700 in 2d 


Seattle, April 28. 


Healthy boxoffice seems to be a 
local habit, and plenty of holdovers 
are resulting. ‘The Spoilers’ is hold- 
ing for a big second week at Orphe- 
um. Being the closest American city 
to Alaska, this community always 
goes big for the northland stories. 
Palomar is cashing in on the same 
idea with ‘Girl from Alaska.’ The 
recently lighted Music Hall finds biz 
healthier, holding ‘Mister V’ for a 
second session. 

Top new entry is ‘Courtship of 
Andy Hardy’ at the Fifth Avenue, 
which has a great week in sight. 
Night baseball started this week, but 
cooler weather is aiding the picture 
theatres. 


Estimates for This Week 


Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 30-40-58)—‘Fleet’s In’ (Par) and 
‘Night Divorce’ (20th) (4th wk). 
Swell $4,000. Last week, ‘same pair, 
big $4,100. ; 

Coliseum (H-E) (1,900; 23-40)— 
‘Son Fury’ (20th) and ‘Johnny Eager’ 
(M-G) (2d run). Big $3,500. Last 
week, ‘Through Night’ (WB) and 
‘Pulham’ (M-G), fair $2,800. 

Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2,349: 30-40- 
58)—‘Courtship Hardy’ (M-G) and 
‘Kid Glove Killer’ (M-G). Great 
$10,500. Last week, ‘Tripoli’ (20th) 
and ‘Sunny Side’ (20th) (2d wk), 
great $8,200. 

Liberty (J &vH) (1,650; 30-40-58) 
— ‘Yanks Trinidad’ (Col) and ‘Shut 
Big Mouth’ (Col).. Rugged $9,000. 
Last week, ‘Jungle Book’ (UA) (3d 
wk), oke at $4,700. 

Music Box (H-E) (800; 30-40-58 )— 
‘Tripoli’ (20th) and ‘Sunnyside’ 
(20th) (3d wk). Hot from Fifth Ave- 








nue. Nice $4,200. Last week, ‘Wom- 
an Year’ (M-G) (4th wk), grand 
$3,800. 


Music Hall (H-E) (2,200; 30-40-58) 
—‘Mister V’ (UA) and ‘About Face’ 
(UA) (2d wk). Good $4,000. Last 
week, same films, neat $6,200. 

Orpheum (H-E) (2,700; 30-40-58)— 
*Spoilers’ (U) and ‘Mississippi Gam- 


bler’ (U) (2d wk). Smash $6,700. 
Last week, same duo, terrific $11,500. 
Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 23-35- 


58)—‘Girl from Alaska’ (Rep) and 
‘Stork Pays’ (Col) plus vaude. Solid 
$7,500. Last week, ‘Secrets Lone 
Wolf’ (Col) and ‘What’s Cookin’ (U) 
and vaude, nice $7,000. 

Paramount (H-E) (3,039; 30-40-58) 
—‘Vanishing Virginian’ (M-G) and 
‘Joe Smith’ (M-G). Weak $5,700, and 
pulled after six days. Last week, 
‘Song Islands’ (20th) and ‘Secret 
Agent Japan’ (20th) (2d wk). $4,900, 
fair. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 30-40-58) 

—Captains Clouds’ (WB) (4th wk). 
Good $3,600. Last week, same film, 
big $4,300. 
Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 20- 
30)—‘Remember Day’ (20th) and 
‘Appointment Love’ (U) (3d run). 
Oke $2,700. Last week, ‘Suspicion’ 
(RKO) and ‘Lady for Night’ (Rep) 
(3d run), neat $3,000. 


Patriotic Shows 
Hurt Cleve. B.0.s; 
‘Lady’ OK $12,000 


Cleveland, April 28. 


Two-day Navy relief ball, which 
lured 17,000 to the Arena over week- 
end, and another war benefit show 
by National Barn Dance troupe, 
which pulled 11,500 into civic audi- 
torium Saturday (25), ripped into 
theatre attendan: 3; all over town. 
With a national defense street parade 
skedded for Thursday night (30), 
exhibs are afraid this will be a quiet 
stanza. 

Only socker in sight is h.o. of 
‘Kings Row,’ still goir¢ fine at Hipp 
after nabbing huge $21,000 on initial 
round. ‘Larceny, Inc.’ not making 
that much noise for Palace, although 
strongly fortified by stage bill fea- 
turing Jinx Falkenburg, Jerry Lester 
and Ray Kinney’s orch. ‘Lady Has 
Plans’ also getting comparatively 
light take at State. 

Estimates for This Week 

Allen (RKO) (3,000; *)-40-45-55 )— 
‘Joan Paris’ (RKO). Swell notices 
helping this one; good $4,500. Last 
lap, ‘Ride "Em Cowboy’ (U) (2d wk), 
pleasant $4,500. 

Hipp (Warners) (3,700; 35-40-45- 
55)—‘Kings Row’ (WB) (2d wk). 
Surprising uptown rivals b- standing 
them up on second week, with ex- 
citing $17,000 practically wrapped 
up, after getting top-notch $21,000 on 
its first round. 

Lake (Warners) (800: 35-40-45-55) 
—‘Ghost Frankenstein’ (U). Not 
often this stand acquires a moveover 
from Palace across the street, but 
capitalizing on it for $2,500. Last 
folio, ‘Song Islands’ (20th) (3d wk), 
satisfactory $1,400. 

Palace (RKO) (3,700; 35-40-50-55- 
70)—‘Larceny, Inc.’ (WB) plus Ray 
Kinney’s orch, Jinx Falkenburg and 
Jerry Lester on stage. One of the 
most brisk vaude layouts of the sea- 
son; deserves $20,000 at least, but 
may have to be satisfied with less. 
Last week, ‘Ghost Frankenstein’ (U) 
with Jimmy Durante and Ina Ray 
Hutton’s orch, around $19,000, nice. 











State (Loew’s) (3,450; 30-35-42-55) 
—‘Lady Has Plans’ (Par). Sliding off 
after smart start, but okay at $12,000. 
Last chapter, ‘Jungle Book’ (UA), 
fairish $11,500. 

Stillman (Loew’s) (1,872° 30-35-42- 
55)—‘Gentleman After Dark’ (UA). 
Too much of an old hat, despite 
marquee names; sighting average 
$5,000. Last week. ‘Courtship Hardy’ 
(M-G) (2d wk), fihe $7,000. 





‘Animal’, $3,200, ‘Rio’, 
3G, Good in Lincoln 


Lincoln, Neb., April 28. 
Business around the town is run- 
ning about average, with ‘Male 


Animal’ outstanding at the Varsity. | 


Stuart’s ‘Rio Rita’ is doing well, too. 
Estimates for This Week 
Colonial (Monroe-Noble-Federer) 
(750;; 9-17)—‘Heritage Desert’ (Par) 
and ‘Blondie Goes Latin’ (Col), split 
with ‘Flight Angels’ (WB) and 
‘Harmon * Michigan’ (Col). Light 
$500. Last week, ‘Pampas Law’ (Par) 
and ‘Ix:n in Air’ (WB), with ‘Brother 
Orchid’ (WB) and ‘Tillie Toiler’ 
(Col) and ‘Llano Kid’ (Par) and 
‘Espionage Agent’ (WB), fair $600. 
Lincoln (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,503; 
9-30-44)—‘Spoilers’ (U). Fairish $2,- 
500. Last week, ‘Fleet’s In’ (Par), 
second week, excellent $3,600. 
Nebraska (J. H. Cooper) (1,236; 9- 
20-28) -— ‘Henry Aldrich, President’ 
(Par) and “Melody Lane’ (U). Nice 
$1,200. Last week, ‘In Army’ (WB) 
and ‘Night Divorce’ (20th), fair 
$1,100. 
State (Noble-Federer) (986; 10-25- 





30) — ‘Klondike Fury’ (Mono) and 


‘So’s Aunt Emma’ (Mono), split with 
‘Look Who's Laughing’ (RKO) and 
‘Affairs Jimmy Valentine’ (Rep). 
Oke $1,400. Last week, ‘Blondie’s 
Event’ (Col) and ‘Queen Perfect 
Crime’ (Col) split with ‘Niagara 
Falls’ (UA) and ‘City Conquest 
(WB), a good $1,300. 

Stuart (C-P) (1,859; 10-30-44)— 
‘Rio Rita’ (M-G). Always a good 
bet, this Abbott-Costello will do $3,- 
000. Last week, ‘Bahama Passage’ 
(Par), fair $2,500. 

Varsity (N-F) (1,100; 10-30-44)— 
‘Male Animal’ (WB). Fine $3,200. 
Last week, ‘Mister V’ (UA), okay 
$2,700. 


HEAT, NAGS WILT BALTO; 
‘INVADERS’ -VAUDE, 1536 


Baltimore, April 28. 

Rather premature preview of 
summertime heat is wilting down- 
town boxoffices. Horse-racing pro- 
gram, now in full swing locally, is 
also supplying a convenient alibi for 
pews Bon m theatre slump. 

Best of current crop is ‘The In- 
vaders,’ at the combo Hipp, and ‘Rio 
Rita,’ at Loew’s Century. Rest of 
town just fair. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 17- 
28-44-55) —Rio Rita’ (M-G). Not 
quite up to expectations, but Abbott 
and Costello hitting fairly good pace 
to indicated $13,000. Last 
‘Courtship Hardy’ (M-G), 
hicely at $14,600. 

Hippodrome (Rappapc-t) (2,240; 17- 
25-28-39-44-55-66) — ‘Invaders’ (Col) 
plus vaude. Sold strongly and lead- 
ing town in steady fashion with 
svlid $15,500, Last week, ‘Mayor 44th 
St.’ (RKO) plus Les Brown’s orch, 
tried hard for $12,900. 

Keith’s (Schanberger* (2,406; 17- 
28-33-39-44-55 )—‘Saboteur’ (U). Get- 
ting a fairish play for possible $9,000. 
Last week, second of ‘The Spoilers’ 








week, 
fared 


(U), added nice $7,700 to gratifying 
initial sesh at $11,300. 

Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 20-40)— 
‘Bombay Clipper’ (RKO). Rather 


mild going to possible $2,500. Last 
week, ‘Canal Zone’ (Col), attracted 
some mgr, at $3,300. 

Stanley (WB) (3,280; 17-28-40-55) 
—‘Fleet’s In’ (Par) (2d wk). Holding 
rather nicely at $8,000, after very 
solid $13,900 on first round. 

Valencia (Loew’s-UA) (1,450; 17- 
28-44-55) —‘Courtship Hardy’ (M-G) 
(moveover). Shuttered for several 
years, this house atop the Century 
reopened this week with moveover 
from house below and occasional 
first run pix the volicy. Might reach 
$8,000. 


Rio’ $16,000, ‘Saboteur,’ 
116, Pacing Prov. B.0.s 


Provigence, April 28. 

‘Rio Rita’ is taking the nod at 
Loew's State and leading the pack 
by a fairly wide margin. 

Weekend matinees are being hurt 
|a bit by the current meet at Nar- 
| ragansett racetrack, but, all in all, 
not too much to complain about, 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,200; 28-39-50)— 
‘Tuttles of Tahiti’ (RKO) and ‘What's 
Cookin’ (U). Shaping up fairly 
well for good $7,000. Last week, 
‘Joan Paris’ (RKO) and ‘Mayor 44th 
Street’ (RKO), nice $7,000 in five- 
day run. 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 28-39- 
50)— ‘Shores Tripoli’ (20th) and 
‘Night Divorce’ (20th) (4th down- 
town wk). Still sailing along and 
reaching for fine $3,500. Last week, 
nifty $3,800. 

Fay’s (Indie) (1,400; 28-39-50)— 
‘Kennel Murder Case’ (reissue) and 
vaude. Not bad at $6,000. Last week, 
‘Secret Agent Japan’ (20th) and 
vaude, hefty $7,000. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 28-39-50)— 
‘Saboteur’ (U) and ‘Almost Married’ 
(U). Stepping along to neat $11,000. 
Last week, ‘Male Animal’ (WB) and 
‘Hope Schuyler’ (20th), nice $9,000. 

Metropolitan (Indie) (3,200; 44-55- 
65)—Four Ink Spots, Doc Wheeler’s 
Sunset orch and ‘Black Dragons’ 
(Mono). 
$8.000 in three-day run. 
| State (Loew) 
‘Rio Rita’ (M-G) and ‘Nazi Agent’ 
| (M-G). Attracting plenty of atten- 
| tion and meay even surpass the pres- 
ent nifty $16,000 outlook. Last week, 
|*Twin Beds’ (UA) and ‘Yank Burma 
Road’ (M-G), nice $13,000. 














Strand (Indie) (2.000; 28-39-50)—~ 
‘Two Yanks Trinidad’ (Col) and 
‘Man Returned Life’ (Col). Spot 


looking fairly strong of late and 
should end up this stanza with good 
$7,500. Last week, ‘Ladv Has Plans’ 
(Par) and ‘Remarkable Andrew’ 
(Par), nice $8,000. 





‘Islands’ Dual Fine 
$20,000 in Newark 


Newark, April 28. 

In spite of the recent hot weather, 
|all of the town’s first-run houses have 
| been doing strong business. 

| Biggest money show here this 
week is Proctor’s ‘Song of the Is- 
lands’ and ‘Blue, White and Perfect.’ 
Nice business is also being earned at 
| Loew's State, with ‘The Bugle 
Sounds’ and ‘Mr. V,’ and at the Par- 








Proved popular with nice | 


r 
(3,200; 28-39-50)— 


i slightly. 





Reap’ Sock $18,000 


Tops Filmers In’ 





Frisco, ‘Animal l66, Fleet’ 156 H.0. 


+> 


amount, showing ‘My Favorite 
Blonde.’ 
Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Indie) (2,009; 25-35-50-60) 
—‘Night Before Divorce’ (20th) plus 
Richard Himber’s orch and Dolly. 
Dawn on the stage. Likely to get 
good $14,500. Last week, ‘Cadets on 
Parade’ (Indie), Muggsy Spanier’s 
band, Diosa Costello and Eunice 
Healey on stage, poor $10,000. 

Branford (WB) (2,800; 28-33-44-55) 
—‘Kings Row’ (WB) (3d wk). Rela- 
tively brief show has been speeding 
attendance turnover; fine $13,000. 
Last week (2d wk), walloping $15,- 
500, better than expected. 

Capitol (WB) (1,200; 20-28-39-44 )— 
‘Johnny Eager’ (M-G) and ‘Mr. and 
Mrs. North’ (M-G) (2d run). Mild 
$2,100. Last week, ‘Design Scandal’ 
(M-G) and ‘Bahama Passage’ (Par) 
(2d run), excellent $2,900. 

Paramount (Adams-Par) (2,000; 
30-35-44-55)—"My Favorite Blonde’ 
(Par) and ‘Fly by Night’ (Par). An- 
ticipate powerful $16,000. Last week, 
‘Martin Eden’ (Col) and ‘Yokel Boy’ 
(Rep), okay $12,500. 

Proctor’s (RKO) (3,400; 35-60-70) 
-—‘Song of Islands’ (20th) and ‘Blue, 
White’ (20th), plus vaude Monday 
and Tuesday nights. Expected great 
$20,000. Last week, ‘Roxie Hart’ 
(20th) and ‘Call Marines’ (RKO), 
plus Monday and Tuesday evening 
vaude (2d wk), neat $14,000. 

State (Loew’s) (2,600; 28-33-44-55) 
—The Bugle Blows’ (M-G) and ‘Mr. 
Vv’ (UA). Probably nice $14,500. 
Last week, ‘To Be’ (UA) and ‘Man 
Returned Life’ (Col), grand $16,500. 


CREEP DUO NICE 
$7,000 IN DET. 


Detroit, April 28. 

Nothing—-not even an unseasonal 
heat wave—seems to interfere with 
that steady defense money spending 
on pix here. 

The Michigan will .soar high this 
week with its combination of Martha 
Raye and Gene Krupa on the stage 
and ‘The Lady Has Plans’ on the 
screen. Only other new offering is 
the Adams, trying another creep duo 
with ‘Ghost of Frankenstein’ and 
‘Strange Case of Dr. Rx.’ 


Estimates for This Week 
Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 40-55-65) 
—‘Ghost Frankenstein’ (U) and ‘Dr. 
Rx’ (U). Nice $7,000. Last week, 
‘Roxie Hart’ (20th) (2d wk) and 
‘Young America’ (20th), same good 
$7,000. 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000: 40-55- 
65)—‘Shores Tripoli’ (20th) (2d wk) 
and ‘Blondie’s Blessed Event’ (Col) 
(Ist wk). Given a freshener, the 
former seems good for solid $18,000, 








San Francisco, April 28. 


Business still swinging along at a 
fast clip for all houses here, despite 
the opening this week of four supers 
at once. 


‘Reap the Wild Wind’ is terrific at 
the Warfield, while ‘Male Animal’ is 
nearly as good at the Paramount. 
‘The Fleet’s In,’ at the Fox, is strill 
strong on its second session. 


Estimates for This Week 


Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-40-55)~ 
‘Fleet’s In’ (Par) and ‘Among Living’ 
(Par) (2d wk). Good for a hefty 
$15,000 on the second stanza. Last 
week, smash $22,000. 


Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 40-44- 
65)—Paul Whiteman band on stage. 
‘Mayor of 44th Street’ (RKO). Smash 
$24,000. Last week, mild vaudeville 
show and ‘Tuttles of Tahiti’ (RKO) 
did $20,200, good. 

Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,440: 35- 
40-55) —‘Invaders’ (Col) and ‘Hay 
Foot’ (UA) (3d wk). May sag a lit- 
tle, but still profitable at $7,500. Last 
week, $11,300, good for second sesh, 


Paramount (F-WC) (2,470; 35-40- 
55)—‘Male Animal’ (WB) and ‘Yokel 
Boy’ (Rep). 
Last week, ‘Shores of Tripoli’ (20th) 
and ‘Night Divorce’ (20th) closed at 
$10,500 for third week on Market 
street. 


St. Francis (F-WC) (1,475; 35-40- 
55)—‘Remarkable Andrew’ (Par) and 
‘Gentleman Heart’ (20th). At least 
$5,000. Last week, ‘Ball of Fire’ 
(RKO) coined big $5,000 on a return 
engagement without aid of a second 
picture. 

United Artists (UA-Blumenfeld) 
(1,100; 35-40-55)— ‘Jungle Book’ 
(UA). Catching on in great style, 
sturdy $12,000. Last week, ‘To Be’ 
(UA) and ‘Brooklyn Orchid’ (UA) 
ended six-week run with a good 
$4,800. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,650; 50-65)— 
‘Reap Wild Wind’ (Par). Terrific 
$18,000 even at advanced prices. ‘Re- 
markable Andrew’ (Par) and ‘Gen- 
tleman at Heart’ (20th), nice $12,500 
for nine days. 


‘Gun Hire’-Marcus Unit 
Giant $14,000, Denver; 
‘Woman of Yr.’ Fine 126 


Denver, April 28. 

Business is booming at six out of 
seven firstruns. This Gun for Hire’ 
backed by an A. B. Marcus stage 
show is packing the Denham for the 
best business currently. ‘Woman of 
Year’ with ‘Lady Scarface’ at the 
Orpheum is going so good it may 
hold, ‘Captains of Clouds’ is landing 
heavy coin at the Denver. Aliaddin, 
Paramount and Rialto are running 
nearly 50% above average. 


Estimates for This Week 








after sock $30.000 last week when 
coupled with ‘What’s Cookin’ (U). 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4.000; | 
40-55-65)—‘Lady Has Plans’ (Par) 
and Martha Raye and Gene Krupa | 
orch on stage. Smash $42,000. Last | 
week, ‘Captains Clouds’ (WB) and | 
‘Remarkable Andrew’ (Par) (2d wk), | 
fair $14,000 tucked onto big $23,000. | 


Palms-State (United Detroit) 
(3.000; 40-55-65)—‘Captains Clouds’ 
(WB) and ‘Remarkable Andrew’ | 


(Par) (3d wk). Moved over from 
two weeks at Michigan, pair still | 
breathing for o.k. $9,000. Last week 
‘Dangerously Live’ (WB) and 
‘Hickok Rides’ (WB). strong $12,000. 

United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2,000: 40-55-65)—‘Kings Row’ (WB) 


and ‘Body Disannears’ (WB) (2d 
wk). Great $14,000, following huge 
$18,000. 


MAYOR’-PEOPLE’ UNIT 
GOOD $22,000 IN HUB 


Boston, April 28. 


Ideal spring weather and the urge 
to do some Sunday driving before the | 
gasoline rationing starts took a lot of 
picture fans out of town over the 
weekend, and all stands suffered 
‘Meet the People’ unit on 
stage at the Boston, with ‘Mayor of 
44th Street’ on the screen, is the b.o. 
topper. 

Estimates for This Week 

Boston (RKO) (3.200; 30-44-60-65- 
75)—‘Mayor 44th St.’ (RKO) plus 
‘Meet the People’ unit with Buddy | 
Rogers and Patsy Kelly. With a good 
start, rolling toward $22,000, good 
Last week, ‘Joan Paris’ (RKO) and 
Count Basie, $24,500, big. 

Fenway (M&P) (1.373: 30-40-44-60) 
—‘Larceny Inc.’ (WB) and ‘Fly by 
Night’ (WB). Aimed for medium 
$6,500. Last week, ‘Fleet’s In’ (Par) 
and ‘Yank Burma Road’ (M-G), shot 
over healthy $7,000. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,900: 30- 
44-55-60)—-‘Roxie Hart’ (20th) and 

(Continued on page 23) 
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‘and ‘Black Dragon’ 


Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 25-40)— 
‘Man to Dinner’ (WB), after a week 
at Denver. Fine $6,500. Last week, 
‘Shores of Tripoli’ (20th), after a 
Denver week, nice $6,000. 


Broadway (Fox) (1,040; 25-35-40) 
—Joan -Paris’ (RKO) and ‘Mayor 
44th Street’ (RKO), after week at 
Orpheum. Yanked after two days, 
and ‘Shores of Tripoli’ (20th) 
brought in for two days, weak $1,200. 
‘Tripoli’ stays over. House used for 
meetings rest of week. Last week, 
‘Courtship Hardy’ (M-G) and ‘Yank 
Burma Road’ (M-G), after two Or- 
pheum weeks, sad $2,000. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 35-45- 
55)—‘Gun for Hire’ (Par) ana A. B. 
Marcus stage -how. Hearty $14,000, 
and best in town. Last week, ‘Fleet’s 
In’ (Par). (3d wk) ai:d ‘Fly By Night’ 
(Par) (2d wk), strong $10,000. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 25-35-40)— 
‘Captains Clouds’ (WB). Fine $11,000. 
Last week, ‘Man to Dinner’ (WB) 
and ‘Alias Blackie’ (Col) heavy 
sugar, $13,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 


—Woman Year’ (M-G) and ‘Lady 
Scarface’ (RKO). Robust $12,000, 
and may hold. Last week, ‘Joan 


| Paris’ (RKO) end ‘Mayor 44th St.’ 


(RKO), poor $7,500. 
Paramount (Fo::) (2,200; 25-40)— 


‘Yanks Trinidad’ (Col) and ‘Sun- 
down Jim’ (20th). Fine $7,600. Last 
week, ‘Lady Willing’ (Col) and 


‘Klondike Fury’ (Mono), nice $6,000. 

Rialto (Fox) (878; 25-40)—‘Shores 
of Tripoli’ (20th), after a week at 
each Denver and -.laddin, and ‘Man 
Two Lives’ (Mono). Nice $2,400. 
Last week, ‘Song Islands’ (20th), 
after Denver ind ..laddin weeks, 
(Mono), okay 
$2,200. 





Brahm Takes ‘Dive’ 


Hollywood, April 28. 


Director assignment on ‘Crash 


Dive,’ tale of submarine warfare at 
20th-Fox, goes to John Brahm. 
Picture will be a high-budgeter in 
Technicolor, 
producing. 


with Milton Sperling 





Expect a smash $16,000. © 
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VARIETY 


PICTURE GROSSES 1! 





Fleet’ Robust $13,500 in Blah Pitt 
‘Lady Plans Plus Blackstone Ditto 








Pittsburgh, April 28. 

Unseasonal mid-summer weather 
isn’t helping downtown situations 
any this week. It’s sending ’em out 
on the highways, bent on getting 
their happy motoring in while gas 
is still unrationed, with result that 
getaway two days, when first-runs 
look for their real push, were way 
off and no startling improvement is 
looked for. Penn’s likely to wind up 
at the head of the pack with ‘Fleet's 
In’ which is just the right enter- 
tainment for the temperature, with 
‘Shores of Tripoli,’ in fourth week, 
alone among hewn four holdovers to 

ke an impression. 
= catimstes for This Week 

Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 30-40-55)— 
‘Butch Minds.Baby’ (U) and ‘What's 
Cookin’ (U). Practically everybody 
liked the Damon Runyon picture, 
but they aren’t buying. Looks like 
around $3,000. House shortening up 
on product with summer approach- 
ing and after ‘Saboteur’ (U), which 
opens tomorrow (Wednesday), and a 
couple of other pix, will probably 
shut down until fall. Last week, re- 
issue of ‘Real Slory’ (UA), just short 
of $4,000. 

Harris (Harris) (2.200; 30-40-55)— 
‘Song of Islands’ (20th) (2d wk). Not 
maintaining original pace in h.o, and 
will be lucky to wind up with $6,000. 
That’s less than half what musical 
did here last week, when it got 
almost $13,000. 

Penn *Loew’s-UA) (3.300; 30-40- 
65)—‘Fleet’s In’ (Par). Should have 
no trouble hitting $13,500. perhaps a 
little better than that. Last week, 
‘Jungle Book’ (UA), got some assist- 
ance from morning cooking school 
held in theatre first two days of run 
and managed to get around $13,000. 

Ritz (WB) (800; 30-40-55)—‘Court- 
ship Andy Hardy’ (M-G). Reached 
here via Penn-Warner-Ritz route, 
but not getting the customary heavy 
Hardy Family grosses. It'll have to 
hurry to grab even ‘$2,500. Last week 
‘Male Animal’ (WB), which got to 
small-seater bv the same _ trail, 
around $2,200. 

Senator (Harris) (1,750; 30-40-55) 
—‘Shores Tripoli’ (20th) (4th wk). 
In second week here after playing 
fortnight at sister Harris, and techni- 
colored salute to marines still hold- 
ing up surprisingly well. Close to 
$5,000. Last week, bettered $6,500. 

Stanley (WB) (3,800; 30-44-55-66) 
—‘Lady Has Plans’ (Par) and Black- 
stone on stage. Blackstone, second 
time here in less than a year, appeals 
chiefly to kids. ‘Lady’ not much at 
b.o. here, so weak $13,500 will be 
answer, Last week, ‘Born to Sing’ 
(M-G) and Claude Thornhill-Billy 
Gilbert, disappointing at just under 
$15,000. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 30-40-55)— 
‘Jungle Book’ (UA) (2d wk). Once 
the juve trade disappears over the 
weekend this one’s sunk. Notices in 
first place weren’t so hot and word- 
of-mouth isn’t much better. Maybe 
$4,000 here if it’s lucky. Last week, 
‘Courtship Hardy’ (M-G), also on 
move-over from Penn, around $4,800. 


TIERNEY-FONDA NICE 
$5,900 IN MEMPHIS 


Memphis, April 28. 

This is just another week, with 
‘Rings On Her Fingers’ giving Loew’s 
State the edge over ‘Saboteur’ at the 
Malco. 

Loew’s Palace had skedded a hold- 
over for ‘Rio Rita’ after big open- 
ing, but musical sagged somewhat 
toward finale and second week was 
whittled to only three extra days, 
with ‘Sing Your Worries Away’ 
sandwiched in as filler, 


Estimates for This Week 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 10-33-44)— 
‘Kisses Breakfast? (WB). No mar- 
quee names here; will be lucky to 
do frail $3,000. Last week, ‘Mister 
V’ (UA), $4,000, fairish. 

Malco (Lightman) (2,800; 10-33-44) 
—‘Saboteur’ (UA). Hitchcock touch 
got critics okay and may get along 
to satisfactory $5,000. Last week, 
‘Spoilers’ (U), $5,500, alright. 








State (Loew) (2,600; 10-33-44)— 
‘Rings Fingers’ (20th). Tierney- 
Fonda pairing ought to manage 


$5,500. Last week, ‘Shores Tripoli’ 
(20th) (2d wk), $2,800, about as ex- 
pected. 

: Palace (Loew) (2,200; 10-33-44)— 
Rio Rita’ (M-G) holdover three 
days, and ‘Sing Worries Away’ 
(RKO), four days. Might take $3,000 
between ’em. Last week, ‘Rita’ 
$6,500, big but not up to opening 
indications. 

Strand (Lightman) (1,000; 10-22- 
33)—‘Icecapades’ (Rep) three days; 
Mississippi Gambler’ (U), two days; 
and ‘Unseen Enemy’ (U), two days. 
Full first-run week for first time in 
months ought to nudge Strand up to 
nifty $1,900. Last week, ‘Ball Fire’ 
(RKO) (2d run), three days; ‘Almost 
Married’ (U), one day; ‘Outlaws 
Desert’ (Par) and ‘All-American 
Co-Ed’ (UA), double feature three 
days; $1,600, good. 
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Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week ....., .... $1,862,400 
(Based on 26 cities, 186 thea- 
tres, chiefly frst runs, tncluding 
N. Y.) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year ...........$1,567,500 
(Based on 25 cities, 175 theatres) 


BUFF. SOFTENS: 
HARDY, $15,000 


: Buffalo, April 28. 

First stretch of continued warm 
weather is turning coin numerals 
somewhat toward the softer side, 
though h. o.’s in two main stem the- 
atres are probably partly responsible 
for milder prevailing tone. 

Benny Goodman gets principal 
credit for the week’s exception; 
marker at the 20th Century pushing 
up to a prime peak. ‘Courtship of 
Andy Hardy’ at the Buffalo is a 
strong magnet, and repeat for ‘Shores 
of Tripoli’ and ‘Kings Row’ (latter 
in third semester) are cheery. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 35-55)— 
‘Courtship Andy Hardy’ (M-G) and 
‘Man Wouldn't Die’ (20th). Exhibit- 
ing genuine pulling power, probably 
over $15,000. Last week, ‘Remark- 
able Andrew’ (Par) and Eta Fitz- 
gerald Orch, Ink Spots on stage, 
sock $20,000. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 35-55) 
—‘Shores Tripoli’ (20th) (2d wk). 
Gratifying holdover pace, probably 
$8,500. Last week, sizzling $19,000. 


Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 30-45)—‘Kings 














Row (3d wk). Solid concluding 
round $7,500. Last week; fine 
$10,000. 


Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300; 30-44) 
—Yanks Trinidad’ (Col) and ‘Ellery 
Queen’ (Col). Nice $8,000. Last 
week, ‘Ride Cowboy’ (U) and ‘Frisco 
Lil’ (U) (3d wk), snappy $7,000. 

20th Century (Ind) (3,000; 30-55)— 
‘Sleepytime Gal’ (Rep) and Benny 
Goodman orch. Will nab outstand- 
ing numeral, over $17,000, thanks to 
Goodman. Last week, ‘Tuttles Ta- 
hiti? (RKO) and Lou Breese orch, 
snug $12,000. 


B’klyn Biz Falls Down; 
To Be’ Good $15,000 


Brooklyn, April 28. 

Biz is off in all downtown de- 
luxers, caused in large measure b 
wave of fine weather over weekend. 
Loew's Met is tops with ‘To Be or 
Not to Be’ and ‘Frisco Lil.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,274; 30-40-50-55) 
—‘Ride "Em Cowboy’ (U) and ‘Secret 
Agent Japan’ (20th) (24 wk). Un- 
eventful $12,000. Last week, nice 
$18,000. 

Fox (Fabian) (4,023; 30-40-50-55) 
—‘Fleet’s In’ (Par) and ‘Carter Case’ 
(Rep) (2d wk). Mild $14,000. Last 
week, okay $16,500. 

Paramount (Fabian) (4,126; 30-40- 











50-55)—‘Bedtime Story’ (Col) and 
‘Adventures Martin Eden’ (Col). 
So-so $14,000. Last week, ‘Kings 
Row’ (WB) and ‘Harvard’ (Col) (4th 
wk), good $13,000. 

Met (Loew's) (3,618; 30-40-50-55) 
—'To Be’ (UA) and ‘Frisco Lil’ (U). 
Satisfactory $15,000. Last week, 
‘Shanghai Gesture’ (UA) and ‘Mr. V’ 
(UA) (2d wk), okay $15,000, 


‘COWBOY’ GREAT $8,000 
IN PORT. H. 0.; MR. V’ 76 


Portland, Ore., April 28. 

Holdovers rule the town this week, 
with ‘Fleet's In’ still filling the Para- 
mount and ‘Ride "Em Cowboy’ at 
the Broadway, running strongest on 
second sessions. “The Spoilers’ also 
is good on holdover at United Art- 
ists. 
‘Mr. V’ is only new show, doing 
robust trade for the Mayfair. _ 

Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (1,900; 35-40- 
50)—‘Ride "Em Cowboy’ (U) and 
‘North to Klondike’ (U) (2d wk). 
Great $8,000. First week, collected 
terrific $10,000. 

Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,500; 
35-40-50)—‘Mr. V’ (UA) and ‘Heart 
Rio Grande’ (Rep). Doing well on 
mystery “ally, exceptionally big 
$7,000. Last week, legit. 

Music Box (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(900; 35-40-50) — ‘Fantasia’ (RKO) 
(3d wk). Still taking okay $2,800. 
Second week, nice $3,900. 

Orpheum (H-E) (1,800; 35-40-50)— 
‘Shores of Tripoli’ (20th) (3d wk) 
and ‘Shut My Big Mouth’ (Col) (ist 
wk). —n high $6,700. Second 
week, with ‘Right to Heart’ (20th), 
strong $8,000. 

Paramount (H-E) (3,000; 35-40-50) 
—‘Fleet’s In’ (Par) (2d wk) and 
‘Canal Zone’ (Col). Holding up to 

rand $7,900. Last week, terrific 

10,200, with ‘Date With Falcon’ 
(RKO), 

United Artists (Parker) (900; 35- 
40-50)—‘Spoilers’ (U) and ‘Jute Box 
Jenny’ (U) (2d wk). Good $4,500. 
First week, great $7,000. 


‘Cowboy’, ‘King’ 2d Both 
OK $7,000 in Montreal 


Montreal, April 28. 
_ Thirty-six thousand families chang- 
ing addresses from May 1 to May 5 
in Montreal’s annual moving trek 
should dent grosses next week. Cur- 
rently, ‘Kings Row’ is still going 
great guns on h.o, 
Estimates for This Week 

Palace (CT) (2,700; 30-45-62)— 
‘Ride "Em Cowboy’ (U). Pacing for 
smart $7,000. Last week, ‘Joan Paris’ 
(RKO), ditto. 


Capitol (CT) (2,700; 30-45-62)— 
‘Song of Islands’ (20th) and ‘Kid 
Glove Killer’ (M-G) (2d wk). Okay 
$6,000 in sight, after socko $8,000 last 











week, 
Loew’s (CT) (2,800; 35-53-67)— 
‘Kings Row’ (WB) (2d wk). Juicy 


$7,000 ahead, after smash $10,000 last 
week, 

Princess (CT) (2,300; 30-40-53)— 
‘What’s Cookin’ (U) and ‘North 
Klondike’ (U). Pointing good $4,000. 
Last week, ‘Joe Smith’ (M-G) and 
‘Vanishing Virginian’ (M-G), good 
$4,500. 

Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 30-40-66)— 
‘Lady for a Night’ (Rep) and ‘Sealed 
Lips’ (U). Fair $3,000 in sight. Last 
week, ‘To Be’ (UA), third repeat, 
faded to $2,000. 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2,500; 30- 
40)—‘Les Bateliers de la Volga’ and 
‘Jeanne.’ Will get average $4,500. 
Last week, ‘La Mort du Cynge’ and 
‘Un de la Legion,’ okay $4,300. 





Favorite Blonde’, Terrif $38,000, 
Dominates L.A.; ‘Woman Slick 27/56, 


Saboteur’ 236, Jacks -Le 
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Broadway Grosses 





Estimated Total Gross 
Tite Week. 5. avavewns $327,500 
(Based on 12 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Week 
| Ree re $296,500 
(Based on 13 theatres) 


A&C, $11,000, 
BOFF LVILLE 


Louisville, April 28. 
Plenty of h.o.’s in tewn currently, 
so the two big houses on the main 
stem—Rialto with ‘Saboteur’ and 
Loew’s State with ‘Rio Rita’—are 


copping the important coin. Abbott 
and Costello, in ‘Rio,’ are making the 
big noise at the wicket and will lead 


the procession across the finish line. 

Weekend biz has been on the in- 
crease, and it looks like patrons are 
waiting -until the a 
Sunday three-day period to g0 
amusement shopping. So many peo- 
ple working now and in the various 
army camps in this vicinity that 
weekends offer the only opportunity 
for pic show attendance. Same true 
of the femmes, quite a percentage 
taking over men’s jobs in local de- 
fense industries. . 

Estimates for This Week 

Brown (Fourth Avenue) (1,400; 15- 
30-40)—‘Courtship Hardy’ (M-G) and 
‘Man Returned Life’ (Col). Played 
Loew’s State week before Jast. Looks 








| to do little better than average move- 


over biz, probably $2,400. Last week, 


‘Shores Tripoli’ (20th) and ‘Hope 
Schuyler’ (20th), grabbed _ swell 
$4,500. 


Kentucky (Switow) (1.200; 15-25) 
—All Through Night’ (WB) and ‘Ba- 
hama Passage’ (Par). Catching fair- 
ish trade from visitors in town, like- 
ly medium $1,400. Last week, ‘Ball 
Fire’ (RKO) and ‘Call Marines’ 
(RKO), excellent $1,600. 

Loew’s State (3,300; 15-30-40)—‘Rio 
Rita’ (M-G) and ‘Kid Glove Killer’ 
(M-G). Abbott and Costello packing 
tremendous b.o. wallop and_ this 
week should be big $11,000. Last 
week, ‘Invaders’ (Col) and ‘Born to 


i Sing’ (M-G), medium $7,500. 

Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000; 
15-30-40)—‘Captains Clouds’ (WB) 
(2d wk). Looks to roll up nice score 





on h.o, stanza, probably fine $3,000. 
Last week, rousing $6,000. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,400; 15- 
30-40 )}—‘Saboteur’ (U) and 
Telling Me’ (U). Plenty of visitors 
on the main stem and h.o. at bulk of 
the other houses will bring in some 
biz here. Probably only $7,500. Last 
week, ‘Spoilers’ (U) and ‘Mississippi 
Gambler’ (U), fairish $8,000. 

Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400; 15- 
30-40) —‘Bashful Bachelor’ (RKO) 
and ‘Affairs Jimmy Valentine’ (Rep) 
(2d wk). Still catching some nice 
coin, $3,000. Last week, same pic 
pulled plenty of rural trade to regis- 
ter great $7,000. 





NATIONAL BOXOFFICE SURVEY 


Abbott and Costello In ‘Rio Rita’ Join New List of 
Holdovers, Sparked by ‘Reap’ and ‘Kings Row’ 


As the show season swings into the summer heat, 
there is no general droop in boxoffice figures which 
have maintained upper levels for months. 
special films, the holdovers, that keep up the peak 
In succession, since last fall, from four to six of 


load. 
the higher quality films have been 
run exhibition. 


List currently includes ‘Shores of Tripoli’ (20th), 
‘Captains of the Clouds’ (WB), ‘Rio Rita’ (M-G), a 
newcomer starring Abbott & Costello; ‘The Invaders’ 
‘Reap the Wild Wind’ 
(Par) and ‘My Favorite Blonde’ (Par). 
machine brings reports from ‘Variety’ correspondents 
of the boxoffice prowess of these and one or two 


(Col.), ‘Kings Row’ (WB), 


others of earlier release. 
No exhibition situation better 


men in Seattle. 
amusement spending. 


runs, including ‘The Fleet’s In’ 


‘Woman of the Year’ 


illustrates the ex- 
tended run vogue than current experience of show- 
Also no better example of war time 
In Seattle theatres, either play- 
ing or just concluding, is an unusual listing of long 
(Par), four weeks; 
‘Shores of Tripoli,’ three; ‘Jungle Book’ (UA), three; 
(M-G), four; ‘Mr. V’ (UA), sec- 








It’s the Standout 


in constant first 


ond, and ‘Spoilers’ (U), 
of first-run playing time! 

figures of the week 
Blonde,’ (Par), which hit $38,000 in two spots in Los 
Angeles; ‘Tripoli,’ which clicked for $18,000, after a 
30G opening stanza in Detroit, ‘Reap’ to opening busi- 
ness of $18,000 in the limited Warfield theatre in 


second, Six films in 18 weeks 


are ‘My Favorite 


Frisco, and ‘The Invaders,’ which cracked $34,000 in 


$16,000, big, 


The teletype 


Also ‘Saboteur’ 


$16,000. 
in Minneapolis. 


two houses in Boston, 

‘Rio Rita,’ is doing well everywhere. 
Baltimore, 
$11,000; Lincoln, moderate 3G. 

Other highlights are ‘Woman of the Year’ (M-G), 
with an opening of $20,000 at the State Lake, Chicago, 
and a take of $27,500 in two houses in Los Angeles. 
(U), 
$17,000 in Chicago, $6,500 in Kansas City and equally 
good in Louisville and Los Angeles. 

‘Male Animal’ (WB) is a laugh hit. 
‘Bai! of Fire’ (Goldwyn-RKO) a bright $8,500 


In Providence, 
okay 13G; Louisville, big 


a timely $9,000 in Baltimore, 


’Frisco, smash 


‘Courtship of Andy Hardy’ (M-G) 


strong everywhere, including big $15,000 in Buffalo. 
‘Kings Row’ (WB) is a holdover in Detroit, Cincin- 
nati, Newark and Buffalo. 


‘You're | 





| 
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Los Angeles, April 28. 

‘My Favorite Blonde’ is the town’s 
favorite this week at the Paramount 
Hollywood and downtown Para- 
mount, getting a terrific $38.000 at 
the two spots to easily lead all oppo- 
sition. Picture is dualing at the 
downtown theatre and playing solo 
at the Hollywood Par, getting a fast 
turnover at the latter with strong 
matinees helping it to $16,000. 

‘Woman of Year’ at the State znd 
Chinese is tabbing $27,500, while 
‘Saboteur’ at the RKO Hillstreet and 
Pantages is traveling at a $23,000 clin. 

Ted Lewis’ band teamed with ‘Four 
Jacks and Jill’ at the Orpheum hit 
a big $19,500, breaking the house 
record last Sunday with $5,000. This 


tops the $4,500 record held by Amos 
and Andy for eight years. 
Estimates for This Week 

Carthay Circle (F-WC) (1,516: 33- 
44-55-65-75)—‘Joan Paris’ (RKO) 
(2d wk). Okay with $3,500. First 
week tapered off in the last two days 
but fine at $5,700. 


Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2,034: 33- 
44-55-65-75)—"Woman Year’ (M-G) 
and ‘Time for Keeps’ (M-G). Solid 
hit aiming for $12,000. Last wee 
‘Jungle Book’ (UA) and ‘About Face 
(UA), snappy $10,700. 


Downtown (WB) (1,800; 33-44-55- 
65-75) —Always in Heart’ (WB) and 
‘Bullet Scars’ (WB). Weekend play 
helping this combo to a meagre $7,- 
300. Last week, ‘Kings Row’ (WB) 
(3d wk), trim $8,500. 

Four Star (UA-F-WC) (900; 33-44- 
55-65)—‘Fantasia’ (RKO) (4th wk). 
At $2,500 showing slight profit. Last 
week dipped to $2,700. ° 

Hawaii (G&S) (1,100; 33-44-55-65- 
75)—Hellizapoppin’ (U) (11th wk). 
Mainly weekend biz here now but 
$3.000 still a profit. Last week, $3,- 
500. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 33-44-55- 
65-75) —‘Always in Heart’ (WB), and 
‘Bullet Scars’ (WB). Light $6,700, 
feeling competish. Last week, ‘Kings 
Row’ (WB) (3d wk), fine $8,200. 

Orpheum (B’way) (2,200; 33-44-55- 
65)—‘Four Jacks, Jill’ (RKO) and 
Ted Lewis band and stage show. 
Lewis power magnet for big $19,500 
in annual visit here, with show rack- 
ing up a new record last Sunday 
(26). Last week, ‘Martin Eden’ 
(Col), ‘Stork Pays Off’? (Col), and 
‘Beachcombers of 1942’ stage revue, 
good $12,500. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 33-44-55-65) 
—‘Saboteur’ (U) and ‘Mexican Spit- 
fire’ (RKO). Catching on for nice 
$12.000. Last week, ‘Invaders’ (Col) 
(2d wk), and ‘Juke Box Jenny’ (U), 
dropped after good weekend but oke 
at $8,500. 

Paramount (F&M) (3,596; 33-44- 
55-65-75)—‘Favorite Blonde’ (Par) 
and ‘Affairs Vale7ine’ (Rep). Bob 
Hope is hot draw here and geared 
yw giant $22,000, running ahead of 
uisiana Purchase.” Last week, 
‘Reap Wild Wind’ (Par) (4th wk), 
good $10,000 on six days. 

Paramount Hollywood (F&M) (1,- 
409: 44-55-65-75)—‘Favorite Blonde’ 
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(Par). Plenty of profit at terrifie 
$16,000, indicating at least three 
weeks. Six days of fifth week for 
‘Reap’ (Par) caught slick $7,000. 


RKO Hillstreet (RKO) (2,872: 33- 
44-55-65 )—‘Saboteur’ (U) and ‘Mex- 
ican Spitfire’ (RKO). First picture 
nice for downtown trade, strong 
$11,000. Last week, ‘Invaders’ (Col) 
(2d wk) and ‘Juke Box Jenny’ (U), 
dropped sharply after weekend but 
still good at $9.000. 

State (Loew-F-WC) (2,204: 33-44- 
55-65-75 )—‘Woman Year’ (M-G) and 
‘This Time Keeps’ (M-G). Sturdy 
$15.500. Last week, ‘Jungle Book’ 
(UA) and ‘About Face’ (UA), sure 
prised with big $15,700. 

United Artists (UA-F-WC) (2.100; 
33-44-55-65)—Jungle Book’ (UA) 
and ‘About Face’ (UA). Excellent 
$5.000. Last week, ‘Shores Tripoli’ 
(20th) and ‘Kid Glove Killer’ (M-G), 
solid $6,200. 

Wilshire (F-WC) (2.296: 33-44-55- 
65)—Jungle Book’ (UA) and ‘About 
Face’ (UA). Holding up in move- 
over with a fine $5.000. Last week, 
‘Shores Tripoli’ (20th) and ‘Kid 
Glove Killer’ (M-G), good $5,800. 





Theatre Destroyed by Fire 


Kansas City, April 28. 

Kiva theatre, Slater, Mo., 650-seat 
house managed by Mark Cadle and 
link in H. J. Griffith circuit, de- 
stroyed by fire Wednesday (22). Fire 
occurred between midnight and 
morning when building was unoccu- 
pied and no one was injured. 

Harold Harris; Griffith g.m., stated 
the theatre would be rebuilt as soon 
as possible under existing construc- 
tion difficulties. 
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Kalmenson Back; Kalmine’s WB 
Confab; Theatre-Exchange Briefs 


7% 
v 








Ben Kalmenson returned to the 
Warner homeoffice yesterday (Tues. ) 
after conferences in Atlanta with 
Ralph McCoy, who recently was 
placed in charge of sales throughout 
the entire south and southwest. E 

Roy Haines, eastern-Canadian divi- 
sion manager, and Arthur Sachson, 
h.o. sales executive, were also due 
back yesterday (Tues.) from regional 
meetings held in Boston Friday (24) 
and Pittsburgh Monday (27). Sam 
Lefkowitz, metropolitan N. Y. dis- 
trict manager, attended the Boston 
huddle, also branch managers from 
Boston, New York, Albany, Buffalo 
and New Haven. ; i 

Exchange heads from Philadelphia, 
Pittsbrugh, Detroit, Cleveland, Cin- 
cinnati and Washington were at the 
Pittsburgh sessions. 





Kalmine’s WB Confab 

A meeting of all the Warner cir- 
cuit film buyers and bookers was 
held at the homeoffice yesterday 
(Tues.), called by Harry Kalmine, 
assistant general manager of the the- 
atre chain, who presided. Buyers 
rought in from the field included 
at Fellman, Cleveland; Alex Hal- 
perin, Chicago; Bert Jacocks, Boston; 
George Crouch, Washington; Max 
Hoffman, New Haven; Frank Damis, 
Newark: Max Friedman, Albany; 
Harry Feinstein, Pittsburgh, and 
John Turner, Philadelphia. 
Homeoffice execs attending yester- 
day’s sessions included Clayton E. 
Bond, Harry Rosenquest, Sam_ E. 
Morris, Harry Goldberg, Frank Mar- 
shall, Harry Kaplowitz, Lou Kauf- 
man and Léonard Schlesinger. 





Adé a 4th in St. Loo 
St. Louis, April 28. 
Julius Leventhal and Charles 
Goldman, indie exhibs in the down- 
town district here, have acquired an- 
other house, which brings their string 
to four in that sector of the city. Last 
week they obtained possession of the 
Downtown Lyric, 750-seater. 
Leventhal & Goldman also own 
and operate the Senate, 725-seater; 
the Rivoli, 625-seater, and the Holly- 


(Continued on rige 16) 


METRO’S SPOT RADIO 
FOR ‘GONE’ REISSUE 


Metro is making us of spot an- 
nouncements for the revived exhi- 
bition of ‘Gone With the Wind.’ 
Donahue & Coe is the agency. 

The placements are at the rate of 
three plugs a day, with the total 
number of announcements depend- 
ing on the number of playdates. In 
most towns the minimum is six an- 
nouncements to be run off within 
two days. 


May 14 Parade to Tee Off 
Fund’s N.Y. Theatre Drive 


Theatre drive for Army and Navy 
Relief: Funds will be teed off in 
New York with an impressive par- 
ade May 14. Legitimate theatre and 
screen stars will ride in jeeps in the 
parade, which will be reviewed from 
stands set up in Times Square. Large 
Divisions of Army, Navy, Marines, 
and Coast Guards will also partici- 
Pate. 

Plans were set by Max A. Cohen, 
N.Y. State chairman, for the Army- 
Navy Relief campaigns. Bob Weit- 
man, manager of the Paramount, 
N.Y,. is in charge of Times Square 
arrangement, and Oscar Doob, 
Loew's publicity head, is handling 
press. 

Theatres will fly banners and bur- 











gees announcing the drive, in which | 


5,190 houses have been aligned to 
date. 

_ Another of the various contribu- 
tions tc the Army-Navy funds by 
show business was a double-feature 
band session staged ai the Roseland 
ballroom, N.Y., Monday (27) night. 
Jimmy Dorsey and Woody Herman 
combined their talents to the tune 
of $4,000 for the funds. 


Buy a Stamp, Kill Hitler 


Two stunts to promote the sale 
of war stamps in theatres haye 
clicked. At Loew’s Pitkin theatre, 
Brooklyn, there’s an electric-eye 
shooting gallery device allowing any- 
one who buys a war stamp a shot 
8t a picture of Hitler. At Loew’s 
theatre, Yonkers, stamp buyers get 
a free crack at a Jap via a machine 
gun aimed at Jap planes. 

First two days’ sales at the Pitkin 
brought more than $1,000 in bond 
and stamp sales. 








USHERS ATTACKED IN 
NAZI SAILORS BALLY 


Youngstown,O., April 28. 
Two ‘German sailors’ who were 
manhandled three times in five min- 


utes were rescued by police before 
an angry crowd had a chance to 
learn they were Patsy Buffano and 
Philip Morganto, ushers at the Pal- 
ace, doing a little exploitation for 
‘The Invaders.’ The pair had donned 
Nazi seamen’s uniforms, complete 
with swastika, and had passed only 
50 or 60 persons before a traffic pa- 
trolman grabbed them. When they 
explained, he let them go, to see 
what would happen next. Thirty sec- 
onds later*they were grabbed again, 
this time by a detective. A newspa- 
per reporter interceded on the pair’s 
behalf. 

It was then that a boisterous crowd 
of civilians gathered. When one man 
jammed the two ‘sailors’ against the 
side of a building, police decided that 
things had gone far enough, and hus- 
tled the two ushers into a patrol 
wagon for safety. 


Cheesecake With U. S. 


Flag Trimmings For 
July 4 Breaks Tabu 


Several picture companies have 
been advised to watch their step on 
July 4 stills by the War Dept. public 
relations staff. Reason is that in the 
past there has been a tendency of 
still photogs to use the American flag 
in draping starlets for the Fourth of 
July art specials. While such escaped 
notice in peacetime, careless usage 
is not countenanced while the nation 
is at war. . 

Couple of companies were informed 
politely that stills, undoubtedly made 
several years ago, were found in cir- 
culation in which film stars em- 
ployed the colors to partially@®garb 
their figures. Distributors in ques- 
tion immediately withdrew these 
‘oldies’ and cautioned care on July 4 
stills this year. 


MAURICE BERGMAN 
VICE POLLOCK AT U 


Maurice Bergman, formerly in 




















|charge of advertising for 20th-Fox 
| and Columbia, joined Universal Mon- 


day (27) at the homeoffice in New 
| York over publicity and advertising. 
| He will function under John Joseph, 
pub-ad head who remains in con- 
trol from the studio. 

Bergman, who has been at the U 
studio for a couple months on special 
assignment, suceeds Lou Pollock at 
the h.o. 

Pollock wound up with the com- 
pany Friday (24). His future plans 
are undetermined. Before coming 
into U, Pollock had been in theatre 
publicity and handled road _ at- 
tractions. 


THE WINNAHS 


$2,500 in U. S. Bonds te Loew Man- 
agers Playing Par Pix 














| Paramount-Loew showmanship con- 
ltest in the Greater N. Y. area, based 
'on best results in Loew houses play- 
ling eight Par pictures released this 
season, Prizes of $2,500 in war bonds 
are being distributed by Par to man- 
agers and assistants in each borough. 

Kameo, Brooklyn, showed the best 
results among the theatres, with 
Harry Brown, manager, thereby win- 
ning a $100 bond and John O’Connor, 
assistant, one worth the same. 

In the Bronx, the American was 
the winning house, with similar bond 
payoff going to manager Gilbert 
Marbe, assistant Bill getting $75 
worth. 

Al Gutterman, manager of the De- 
lancey, emerged winner among Man- 
hattan Loew houses and gets a $100 
bond, while Buddy Neustein rated 
$75 in bonds. 

Bonds whose face value are $50 
were awarded to numerous assist- 
ants in the Brooklyn division as re- 
sult of that borough coming out on 
top. 





Winners have been decided in the} 


Tradeshows 


Mon., May 4—‘Mexican Spitfire 
Sees a Ghost’ (RKO), in all 
exchange cities except St. 
Louis, where it will be 
shown Tues., May 5. 

Mon., May 4—‘My Favorite Spy’ 
(RKO), in all exchange cities 
except St. Louis, where it 
will be shown Tues., May 5. 

Mon., May 4 — ‘Sweater Girl’ 
(Par), in all exchange cities 
except Dallas, Denver, Kans- 
as City and Omaha, where 
it will be shown Thurs., 
May 7. 

Mon., May 4—‘Night in New 
Orleans’ (Par), in all ex- 
change cities except Dallas, 
Denver, Kansas City and 
Omaha, where it will be 
shown Thurs., May 7. 

Mon., May 4—‘Take a Letter, 
Darling’ (Par), in all ex- 
change cities except Dallas, 
Denver, Kansas City and 
Omaha, where it will be 
shown Thurs., May 7. 

Tues., May 5—‘The Falcon Takes 
Over’ (RKO), in all exchange 


cities except St. Louis, 
where it will be shown Wed., 
May 6. 

Tues., May 5 — ‘Syncopation’ 
(RKO), in all exchange 


cities except St. Louis, where 
it will be shown Wed., May 
6. 

Tues., May 5—‘Undercover Man’ 
(Par), in all exchange cities 
except Dallas. Denver, Kans- 
as City and Omaha, where it 
will be shown Fri., May 8. 

Tues. May 5—‘Dr. Broadway’ 
(Par), in all exchange cities 
except Dallas, Denver, 
Kansas City and Omaha, 
where it will be shown Fri. 


May 8. 
Tues., May 5—‘Beyond the Blue 
Horizon’ (Par), in all ex- 


change cities except Dallas, 
Denver, Kansas City and 
Omaha, where it will be 
shown Fri., May 8. 

Wed., May 6—‘Powder Town’ 
(RKO), in all exchange 
cities except St. Louis, 
where it will be shown 
Thurs., May 7. 


TIGHTENING UP 
N.Y. PRESS DEPT. 


In view of minimum salaries im- 
posed by the contracts of the Screen 
Publicists Guild, which the home- 


office producer-distributors have not 
signed as yet, it is understood men 
leaving their jobs or going into the 
Army will not be replaced if the 
work can possibly be doubled up. 
This assertedly is the answer of the 
film companies to the unionization of 
publicist pressbook writers and the 
like, all of whom are to get a 10% 
increase on signing of the Guild 
contract. It has been in negotiation 
for some time now and is expected 
to be agreed to, calling for a $40 
minimum for minor pressbook and 
other publicity workers. 

When the Screen Publicists organ- 
ized on the Coast, departments were 











operating with smaller staffs than 
they used to. 
UA’s Classification Stall 


and the Screen Publicists Guild of 
New York on classifying UA’s press- 
ad department employees is holding 


major companies. 

Classifications, which consist 
putting employees into their various 
salary categories according to the 
nature of the work they do, have 
been going on at UA for several 





weeks now. They were concluded in 
a few days at other homeoffices. 


Reines’s Pec Shift 


Manny Reiner, head of Para- 
mount’s short features ad-publicity, 
last week was transferred to the com- 
pany’s. feature division to work on 
special ad-publicity jobs. Robert 
Gillham, Par’s ad-publicity chief, and 
Reiner left last Friday (24) for the 
Coast for studio confabs. 

Reiner’s duties with the shorts de- 
partment will be handled by Budd 
Getschel, formerly of Alec Moss’ ex- 
ploitation staff. Reiner’s first assign- 
ment will be to handle publicity from 
start to finish on ‘Wake Island,’ con- 
sidered a problem picture because it 
entails a Dig budget and has no wom- 
en in cast. He'll go on location with 
it for four or five weeks before lay- 











ing out campaign. 


gradually thinned, with studios now | 
Difficulty between United Artists | 


up signaturing of SPG pact with six | 





Fickle Femmes Run True to Form; 
Theatres Go Cub-razy on Turnovers 





SOCIALITE BALLYHOO 
FOR GABIN N. Y. PREEM 


Jean Gabin arrived in New York 
Monday (27) to attend preem of his 
first American film, ‘Moontide,’ at the 
Rivoli tonight (Wednesday). Open- 
ing, arranged by the Hal Horne or- 
ganization for 20th-Fox, will be spon- 
sored by American Theatre Wing 
War Service, which will get the en- 
tire proceeds. 


After the debut tonight, Gabin will 
be guest of honor at a benefit sup- 
per at the 21 Club. Mrs. Gilbert Mil- 
ler and Mrs. Chet LaRoche have ar- 
ranged the shindig, proceeds of 
which will also go to the wing. Ned- 
da Harrigan and Mrs. Lawrence Tib- 
bett chairmanned the Rivoli open- 
ing. 


Press and Stills 
Economies Devised 
For Foreign Papers 


In a concerted campaign to elimi- 
nate all waste of raw stock and at 
the same time reduce the outlay for 
publicity in the foreign market, 
many major film companies are 
working out several schemes to work 
economies in keeping with the times. 
Warner Bros., Paramount, Metro and 
Columbia thus far have advanced 
the most pertinent ideas this ma- 
terial and space saving drive. 


Warners is testing a plan whereby 
distributors would offer foreign ex- 
hibitors reduced size stills.e Of two 
methods suggested, the one whereby 
8-by-10 stills are reduced about 40% 
in size. This makes it possible to 
place six scene stills or photos on 
one 11-by-14 mat and gives 30 scenes 
Stills on five mats instead of 30. 


Distributor accounts in the foreign 
field are being asked to sound out 
exhibitors as to what they think of 
the smaller stills. Thus, instead of 
30 8-by-10 stills, the company is able 
to save in the expense of making up 
only five mats each containing six 
scene stills, besides conserving paper 
stock and space in shipping. 

Other methods suggested by major 
companies call for stills only 5-by-4 
inches in size. In either case, this 
represents real economy on coin, ma- 
terial and space because many 
majors send 5,000 to 10,000 scene 
stills out on each feature going to 
the foreign market. 











Paramount is employing thin 
paper on its publicity for mailing 
overseas, figuring it reduces mailing 
overhead. Columbia is working out 
some plan for photographing pub- 


licity stories to conserve space in | 


shipping, but not tested yet on its 
feasibility. 

Major companies wfiich reproduce 
bulk of their photos in foreign coun- 
tries have little to worry about on 
art paper because almost any stock 
has been used recently. 





S. F. THEATRE PROMOTES | 


BLOOD AND PUBLICITY 


San Francisco, April 28. 
Seldom a week flits by that Tele- 





of | news theatre doesn’t dream up some | 


smart promotion scheme that grabs 
lots of space in the daily press and 
produces biz at the b.o. atest was 
promotion of Metro short, ‘Flag of 


| Mercy,’ by having Red Cross nurses 
|} in theatre, with mobile first aid unit 





outside, taking pledges for 
donations. 

Billed as the ‘First Theatre Blood 
Bank,’ the scheme gathered pledges 
in one night for three and a half 


gallons of blood. 


‘Blind Date’ Pic Bally 


‘Blind Date party’ for 500 service 
men was a highlight of the preview 
given ‘My Gal Sal’ at the Roxy last 
(Tuesday) night. 20th-Fox and the 
theatre lined up 500 femmes from 
offices and the film business to act 
as dates for the soldiers, sailors and 
marines. Service men were given a 
chance to dance on the theatre stage 
after the break of the regular show. 

Preview of ‘Gal’ started at 9:45 
o'clock. 








blood | 





Milwaukee, April 28. 

Theatre ops who more and more 
| have been using girls to replace men 
|gone into army, navy and defense 
work are just beginning to realize 
what they let themselves in for. 
Turnover on femmes has developed 
into one continual headache. 

It isn’t that the gals are quitting to 
get married. A reasonable number 
were expected to be lost via this 
route. They’re smart lookers, or 
they wouldn't be picked for the thea- 


tre jobs in the first place. Their 
natty uniforms spic them up, and 
they make a lotta contacts. 


But—it seems the usherets, doorets, 
treasurets, etc., are just a wee bit 
mercenary. When they take the jobs 
they profess to be happily content 
with the fixed wages set up in the 
overhead, but they quickly find thea- 
tre patrons offering them more 
money elsewhere, for help, particu- 
larly attractive help, is just as scarce 
in other lines as it is in the show 
shops. 

The girls have no illusions about 
sticking to the job for future ad- 
vancement and higher salaries; they 
don’t know either just how long the 
war is going to last, so they’re going 
to get all they can while the getting 
is good, from whoever offers it. 


As more and more defense plants 
swing into operation, there are more 
and more jobs the girls can fill, and 
they not only get much more money 
than the theatres pay, but they have 
every night off and all day Sunday. 

There isn’t much the theatres can 
do about it except hire other girls, 
remodel uniforms to fit them, lower 
their erstwhile standards as to look- 
ers, and hope for the war to end, 





Coast Exhibs Hit 
Los Angeles, April 28. 

Labor shortage, male and female, 
has become a major problem among 
exhibitors, particularly the larger 
theatre chains which have been de- 
veloping youngsters from ushers to 
doormen to assistant managers to 
managers, So many employees have 
been drafted into the Army that 
there is a dearth of capable young 
men for responsible positions, 


It is even more so on the femme 
side, with so many usherettes moving 
into better pay and more convenient 
hours in the munitions industries. 
Another * shortage is reported by 
night clubs, many of whose chefs 
and headwaiters have been ordered 
to go home by 8 p.m. under the 
alien act. 


‘LOU POLLOCK LIKELY 
NEW PREZ OF AMPA 


Louis Pollock, Universal’s eastern 
ad-publicity chief until this week, is 
| unanimous selection of the nominat- 
ing committee to become new pregi- 
dent of the Associated Motion Pic- 
ture Advertisers, Inc., at the election 
tomorrow (Thurs.). Other unanim- 
ous choices to be voted are Arthur 
A. Schmidt, vice-president; David A. 
O’Malley, treasurer; Blanche Livings- 
ton, secretary; and directors, Paul 
Lazarus, Fred Lynch, Manny Reiner, 
David E. Weshner, Martin Starr; 
board of trustees, A. M. Botsford, 
20th-Fox ad-publicity chief, 

Nominating committee which made 
these selections was chairmanned by 
John C, Flinn, veteran in AMPA ac- 
tivities and former president. No 
opposition ticket has been placed in 
the field. 
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‘Tripoli’ As Recruiter 


Spartanburg, S. C., April 28. 

Randolph Scott, John Payne, et al, 
may not know it but down South 
they’re functioning as A-l marine 
corps recruiters. ‘To Shores -of 
Tripoli’ is being heavily milked by 
area station recruiters, in coopera- 
tion with exhibitors, showing film. 
At Asheville, N. C., a mobile sta- 
tion was sét-up at Imperial’s en- 
trance with excellent results. In 
Spartanburg a marine sub-station 
was opened at Wilby-Kincey’s Caro- 
lina, with several sign-ups. 

Navy evened score, however, by 
signing 13_fecruits on stage of Caro- 








| lina, Greenville, following Navy Re- 


llief Show. 
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Report French-Nazi Pix Collaboration 
Aimed at Wooing So. American Aid 








Buenos Aires, April 21. 

Reports increasing here that co- 
operation between Vichy French and 
German film producers, which is 
now far beyond the courtship stage, 
is soon to result in picts definitely 
aimed at South America. 

Word from France is that a 
Franco-German commish has been 
set up, headed by Jean Galey, for 
production of shorts and, eventually, 
of feature picts, in the hope that the 
long-standing good relationship be- 
tween Latin-America dnd France 
could be used to encourage friendly 
feeling toward Germany. Pointed 
out that Nazis are especially anxious 
to keep still-néeutral Argentina and 
Chile on the fence, and that French 
picts offer the best means of reach- 
ing influential Latinos who savvy 
French far more than any other 
foreign language. 

Number of showings of French 
picts has fallen off tremendously 
since outbreak of war, 41 having 
been shown in Argentina in 1940; 23 
in ’41 and less than a half dozen so 
far this year, including ‘Pepe le 
Moko,’ which is pre-war and which 
is being handled by United Artists. 
Best grosser of the Frenchers in the 
last sesason and still running in the 
interior is ‘Le Imprint de Dieu,’ 
which was shown here as ‘Carne y 
Espiritu’ ‘Flesh and Spirit.’ 


MIRANDA ‘WEEKEND’ 
HOT $12,000 IN B.A. 


Buenos Aires, April 28. 

Carmen Miranda, who rates tops 
here even though she’s Brazilian, set 
a new high for the Rex this week. 
‘Weekend in Havana’ (20th) col- 
lected 47,000 pesos (approximately 
$12,000 U. S.) but was unable to 
continue because of prior dates. 

‘Fantasia’ (RKO) was also smash 
at the Ambassador, running up a 
solid 30,000 and going strong for the 
holdover despite previous 36-day run 
at higher prices when it played at 
Broadway. 

. Other estimates, all given in 
Argentine pesos, currently at about 
25c U.S., follow: 

Ambassador (Lautaret & Cavallo) 
(1,400; 2.50; 2.00)—‘Fantasia’ (RKO). 
Smash 30,000. Last week ‘Men in 
Her Life’ (Col), fairish 16,000. 

Ideal (Lococo) (970; 3.00; 2.50)— 
‘York’ (WB). Sunk to 8,000 for 4th 
and final week. Last week drew 
10,000. 

Ocean (Coll, Gatti & Cia.) (2,800; 
2.00; 1.50) — ‘40 Little Mothers’ 
(M-G). Poor 12,000 principally be- 
cause Cantor’s radio appeal is un- 
known here and story angle has no 
interest for Latins. Last week, ‘Belle 
Starr’ (20th), O.K. 25,000. 

Rex (Cordero, Cavallo & Lautaret) 
(3,305; 2.50; 2.00)—‘Weekend in Ha- 
vana’ (20th). Record-smashing 47,000. 
Last week, ‘Blossom in Dust’ (M-G) 
not bad 25,000. 

Normandie (Lococo) (1,400; 2.00; 
1,50)—‘Appointment for Love’ (U). 
Satisfactory 11,000 on second run. 
Last week ‘Prisoner of Zenda’ and 
‘Pepe le Moko’ (both UA). Swell 
14,000. 

Monumental (Coll, Gatti & Cia.) 
(1,300; 2.00; 1.50)—‘La Novela de Un 
Joven Pobre’ (EFA) (Arg.-made). 
O.K. 10,000. Last week, ‘Noche de 
Bodas’ (Lumiton Arg.-made) col- 
lected about the same. 

Opera (Lococo) (2,400; 2.50; 2.00)— 
‘Died With Boots On’ (WB). 
satisfactory 20,000 on 
after 34,000 previously. 

Broadway (Lautaret & Cavallo) 
(2,863; 2.00; 1.50)—‘El Camino de Las 
Llama’ (Sono Film Arg.-made). Nice 
12,000 for this national due princi- 








second run 


“You'll Never Get Rich’ (Col) down 
to 13,000 for second run. 

Suipacha (Lococo) (950; 3.00; 2.50) 
or Started With Eve’ (U). Still 
holding up with 10,000 on the fourth 
week. Last week drew 11,000. 


Reisman to So. America 


Phil Reisman, RKO’s v.p. in charge 
of foreign distribution, is planning 
another inspection trip through 
South America and plans to leave 
early in May. Will go directly to 
Brazil, where part of RKO’s new 
Orson Welles feature is being photo- 
graphed. 

Welles has been working on this 
picture at Rio de Janeiro for more 
than a month. Reisman plans to be 


absent from the U. S. about five 
weeks, 








Highly | chief for India, A. Walters, also is 


vv 


Ralph Clark Switches 
To WB Domestic Sales 


Ralph Clark, Warners’ managing 
director in Australia, is switching to 
the company’s domestic sales staff 
shortly and will work out of the 
Coast territory. His first assignment 
probably will be making a survey 
of the Pacific northwest, and ulti- 
mately Alaska for the sales depart- 
ment. 

Stanley Higginson, second in com- 
mand in Australia, is staying in Syd- 
ney and will serve as acting man- 
ager for the present. 


RHINE SMASH 
IN LONDON; 
BIZ BIG 


London, April 28. 

‘Watch on the Rhine,’ opening 
April 22 at the Aldwych, was enthu- 
siastically received by critics here. 

‘Rhine, named best Broadway 
play of last season by the New York 
Critics, is featuring Anton Walbrook, 
Diana Wynyard, Athene Seyler and 
Charles Coldner, all of whom got 
excellent notices from local critics. 

Biz is selling out. 

‘Scoop’ topical revue which opened 
at the Vaudeville theatre April 23, 
proved partially amusing and was 
well received. 


American Film Firms 
Evacuating Aides 
From India to U. S. 


With the United States government 
attempting to evacuate some 3,500 
American civilians from India, many 
U. S. film companies either have or- 
dered their managing directors in 
that country home or are making 
arrangements to return them to N.Y. 

Both RKO and Universal have 
their India managers in N. Y. now. 
Harold Dudoff, U.’s chief, arrived 
from Calcutta about two weeks ago. 
He is awaiting at the homeoffice for 
future assignment. Leon Britton, 
RKO’s Far Eastern manager, docked 
in Los Angeles this month after a 
42-day boat trip from Bombay. He 
originally planned going to Singa- 
pore but was unable to obtain trans- 
portation with the outbreak of war 
between the U. S. and Japan. He 
will remain in N. Y. temporarily. 
Frank Kennebeck, Paramount’s chief 
in India, is due in shortly. 

Status of other major film com- 
pany managers in India remains in 
doubt. 

C. B. Newbery, 20th-Fox India 
chief, still is in Bombay. Metro has 
no word that A. Roland Jones, its 
managing director for India, will re- 

















turn to U. S. Warner Bros.’ sales 


|staying on, according to latest re- 





ports. 

U. S. film companies recentiy 
brought in key men from Australia 
but some are returning after estab- 


pally to excellent notices. Last week | lishing their families in this country 


again. 











Joe Kennedy 





British Actors 
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ever, by the calling up of girls, too, 
All femmes over 20 are liable to be 
drafted for work in the various 
women’s Army, Air Force and Naval 
services and for wartime production. 

Dean’s principal difficulty, of 
course, has ben in getting names be- 
cause, aside from conscription for 
war service, business in commercial 
theatres is so good tha’ there’s a ter- 
rific demand from them for the stars. 
Virtually all players, however, have 
donated considerable time to ENSA. 
Government has declared it wants 
the commercial theatres to keep 
going full last, though, and as a re- 
sult efforts are being made to have 
deferments granted to older artists 
to relieve the shortage. 


Dean Vs. Managers 


Demand for stars has created some 
dissension between Basil Dean and 
his fellow managers, who want to 
provide shows for the boys, but 
would rather do so themselves than 
through Dean, Strain between ENSA 
and much of the profession became 
so acute in February that a meeting 
of all organizations and crafts in the 
industry was called. Result was a 
three-point program which was sub- 
mitted to the Government and which 
may soon be worked out. It calls for: 

1. A central bureau to be set up 
by the industry to be the liaison be- 
tween it and the Army, Navy and Air 
Force. This bureau would deal with 
the actual physical work of arrang- 
ing for the entertainment. 

2. Each commercial show, at the 
end of its run, whether in the West 
End or the provinces, would do a 
special tour of six or eight weeks in 
the camps. It would go out complete 
with stars. 

3. Agents representing star variety 
acts would be made responsible for 
surrounding the act with a unit and 
reserving a certain number of weeks 
a year for camp tours. Agents Asso- 
ciation and managers have agreed to 
this and all contracts with artistes 
would contain a clause to this effect. 

Payment in all cases would be at 
the normal rate for Army shows, a 
£10 ($40) per week maximum, 


M-G Clearing 


S_—CONtinued from page 3 





























Leslie in each instance one of the 
writers. Rather than find itself the 
target for another Leslie suit, Metro 
decided to square all claimants be- 
fore putting the picture in pro- 
duction, 

Mills acquired the W-B-S catalog 
by court sales quite a number of 
years ago, but it has been Lesiie’s 
claim that the contracts he gave 
Watterson did not-include the syn- 
chronization or dramatization rights. 
Other writers concerned with him 
in ‘Me and My Gal’ are George E. 
Meyer and E. Ray Goetz. Meyer 
has been acting for himself, while 
Leslie holds a power of attorney 
from Goetz. 

M-G proposes to represent one 
of the characters in the screenplay 
as the writer of ‘Me and My Gal,’ 
and Leslie has asked for added com- 


G-B’s Gone Booking Raises Furor 
In England, Breaking 2-Year Solid 


Exhib Front Vs. ‘Excessive Terms 





But No Laundering 


Mexico City, April 28. 

Fu Manchu, ‘Chinese’ magician 
currently appearing at El Patio, 
local nitery, evidently believes 
in going whole hog on theatrical- 
ism. 

His real name is David T. 
Bamberg and he’s a native of 
Derby, England. 


LONG VOYAGE 
NAMED BEST 
IN B. A. 


Buenos Aires, April 21. 

Argentine Academy of Motion Pic- 
ture Arts and Sciences, first such 
created in Latin America, tagged 
‘Long Voyage Home’ (UA) as best 
foreign picture of the year. 

Pict selected for an ‘Ombu’ (local 
version of the ‘Oscar’) was produced 
by Walter Wanger and released in 
Latin America as ‘Hombres del Mar’ 
(‘Men of the Sea’). It had heavy 
backing by the film critics who, un- 
like the U.S. Academy, have a lead- 
ing part in the local organization. 

‘Thief of Bagdad’ produced by 
Alexander Korda and distributed by 
United Artists; ‘Citizen Kane,’ pro- 
duced by Orson Welles for RKO; 
‘Major Barbara,’ directed by Gabriel 
Pascal and distributed by United 
Artists and ‘Hold Back the Dawn,’ 
directed by Mitchel Leisen for Para- 
mount, were the other US. picts 
named. The ‘Ombu’ is a small metal 
reproduction of the famed Argen- 
tine tree which gives shade on the 
flat pampa land. 

Not one pic from an Axis country 
received a nod and only non-U.S. 
film to get a mention in the ‘foreign 
class’ was the Scandinavian ‘Laila.’ 


Mex Filmers in H’wood 


Mexico City, April 28. 

Roberto and Ismael Rodriguez, of 
the Mexican family prominent in all 
branches of show biz, are in Holly- 
wood making arrangements. for the 
production, in color, of their next 
film, ‘Que Lindo es Michoacan’ (‘How 
Beautiful Is Michoacan’), It’s a ro- 
mantic tale of Michoacan state, 
which Ismael will meg and Roberto 
produce. 

Rodriguezes had a smash pic last 
winter, ‘Ay, Jalisco No te Rajes’ (‘Oh, 
Jalisco, Never Backslide’), drama of 
Jalisco state, neighborhood of Micho- 
acan. They hope to get their new 























pensation for this particular right. 


pic started this spring. 





o Hoyts, Whic 
___— 4 

Sydney, April 28. 
After six months of enforced idle- 
ness away from the film business 
because of a nervous breakdown, 
Charles Munro, formerly chairman 
of Hoyts’ circut, is planning a major 





'a cinema circuit operation. 
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Hopkins for the lapse of intimacy 
between the former diplomat and the 
White House. They say a Kennedy 
offer by letter, to help out, was by- 
passed and never reached the Chief 
Executive’s desk. New Dealers claim 
Kennedy has been campaigning for a 
job, and that his sponsorship by 
Arthur Krock, of the N. Y. Times’ 
Washington bureau, and his friend- 
ship with the Hearst press have not 
helped. British are said to freeze up 
at the thought of retired diplomat 
having anything to do with Lend- 
Lease shipping effort. Hopkins was 
in London when Kennedy called 
upon President Roosevelt recently. 





comeback in the exhibition field via 
Munro 
presently is dealing for a buy-in on 
independent chain having key 


city theatres. Munro already op- 


erates his own loop in Queensland 


but is seeking additional theatres to 
provide definite opposition to Hoyts 
and Greater Union Theatres. 

Sir Ben Fuller also is reporfed 
busily engaged in attempting a cin- 
ema comeback. He is taking the 
Kings theatre, Melbourne, from Wil- 
liamson-Tait as well as_ beating 
Greater Union to a lease on the 
Strand, Newcastle. Fuller also has 
obtained a house in Adelaide from 
Waterman, an indie chain. 

Munro denies any affiliation with 
Fuller, claiming that his comeback 
in the film business will be solo, 
and on an extensive scale. He claims 
to have sufficient product assured 
for his present circuit setup. 


Munro Maps Theatre Chain as Rival 
He Formerly Bossed 


| Hedda Hopper 
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made most of the sales to papers 
which have been using her chit-chat. 

Deal has brought on complications 
in some cities, particularly Chicago, 
and Arthur Crawford, head of the 
News-Tribune syndicate, went there 
yesterday (Tuesday) from New York 
in an effort to straighten it out. Chi 
Trib used the Chapman column 
while the Chi News has Miss Hop- 
per’s writings under contract until 
December. If the News doesn’t want 
to give up the latter, the Trib will 
have to buy’ its Hollywood chatter 
from an outside source, at least until 
December, 

Dick Clarke, m.E. of the N. Y. 
News, said Monday (27) that it hasn’t 
been determined yet what Chapman 
will do when he returns to New 
York. Clarke said he doesn’t know 
whether or not Chapman will do a 
column, but, at any rate, there’s no 
intention of a change in regard to 
columnists Ed Sullivan and -Danton 
Walker. 





vv 
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London, April 1. 

Trouble aplenty brewing over 
Arthur Jarratt’s Gaumont-British 
booking of ‘Gone With the Wind’ 
(M-G). Jarratt was one of the lead- 
ers in the Cinematograph Exhibitors 
Assn.’s campaign against Metro’s 
terms for the David O. Selznick 
longie, and got the three big circuits 
—G-B, Associated British and Odeon 
—to battle at a critical time, when 
Odeon was credited with dickering 
for the opus, which looked like hand- 
ing the exhibs’ association a defeat. 

Indies, after circuits’ pledge not to 
book ‘Gone’ at increased rentals, 
meaning anything over 50%, at 
upped adrmish prices and extended 
playing time, stood firm and CEA 
ran a flying squad of high-pressure 
publicists who organized campaigns 
wherever legit houses or outsiders 
appeared likely to run the film. An- 
nounced play dates were killed at 
birth in Bristol, Brighton, Southport, 
Liverpool and other spots, and 
where one or two renegades did 
make deals CEA squad plastered the 
area with plenty ballyhoo urging 
public to stay away and demand 
‘Gone’ at regular prices. All CEA 
member exhibs in area showed trail- 
ers to same effect, and CEA covers 
around 99% of the picture houses 
operating in this field. 

So for So years ‘Wind’ was prac- 
tically dead as a booking proposition, 
while the campaign also stopped 
other distribs who were on the point 
of figuring 70% with upped admis- 
sions and extended playing time 
might be tried on some of their own 
supers, notably ‘Rebecca.’ Threats 
of similar action by CEA killed 
these. 

Bombshell 


News last week that G-B had 
booked ‘Gone’ was bombshell to rest 
of exhibs. Jarratt appeared at com- 
mittee meeting of CEA*and declared 
he had ‘substantially’ kept to terms 
of resolution. But when terms of 
deai were known and it was learned 
G-B was paying 70%, and then 75% 
over break figures, giving extended 
playing times and putting up its seat 
prices, indies blew up and asserted 
he had smashed the resolution to 
bits. Only difference apparent be- 
tween terms of Jarratt’s current deal 
and original Metro terms fought by 
CEA seems togbe M-G has dropped 
demand no admish shall be lower 
than 75c. 

Next move has been to have CEA 
officers see Sam Eckman to inquire 
what terms were going to be asked 
from indies, These were revealed 
March 24 as being 50% up to agreed 
break, 80% after, increased seat 
prices, extended playing time with 
minimum of two weeks. Admish 
prices and break figure to be ‘agreed’ 
between exhibs and M-G in each in- 
dividual case. This also was de- 
clared not to be ‘substantially’ differ- 
ent from the G-B terms. 

Shindigs are blowing up all over 
the country, with some CEA branches, 
notably the always-belligerent Leeds, 
demanding expulsion of G-B from 
CEA. This the branch opines would 
force indies, deprived of circuit’s 
membership in association, to have 
to pay higher dues, but some figure 
it would be worth it. Bristol branch, 
signifying its continued adherence 
to original resolution, declared G-B 
‘has torpedoed the association.’ 


SUNDAY FILMS GET 
AUSSIE GOV'T OKAY 


Sydney, April 28. 
Under new national security regu- 
lations, the government is set to okay 
the opening of cinemas on Sundays 
from 2:30 to 6 p.m. and from 8:15 
to 10:30 p.m. Vaudeville is taboo. 
Sabbath opening of cinemas fol- 
lows pressure of Americans to elimi- 
nate Blue Sundays in Aussie show 
business. Unions will fall in line 
under new regulations. 











Mex’s 1st Color Feature 


Mexico City, April 28. 

Mexico's first feature-length pic in 
color, ‘La Panchita’ (‘Cute Little 
Frances’), is starting production at 
the CLASA studios here. Alonso 
Sanchez Tello, pioneer producer, is 
producing and directing. 

Cast includes Stella Inde, Consuelo 
Frank and Maria Luisa Zea. 
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FILM BOOKING CHART 





(For information of theatre and film exchange bookers VARIETY presents 
a complete chart of feature releases of all the American distributing com- 


panies for the current quarterly period. 


Date of reviews as given in 


VARIETY and the running time of prints are included.) 
Key to Type Abbreviations: M-—Melodrama; C—Comedy; CD—Comedy 


Drama; W—Western; D—Drama; 


RD—Romantic Drama; MU—Musical. 


Figures herewith indicate date of VArirty’s review and running time. 





WEEK OF RELEASE—2/26/42 





Adventures of Martin Eden (Col) 2/25 M 

Who Returned to Life (Col) 3/4 M 
Riding the Wind (RKO) 9/10 w 
Castle in the “esert (20th-Fox) 2/4 M 
The Mad Dr. of Market St. (U) 1/7 M 


87 
61 
60 
61 
60 


G. Ford-C, Trevor 
J. Howard-L. Fairbanks 
T. Holt-R. Whitley 
S. Toler-A. Whelan 
U. Merkel-C, Dodd 





WEEK OF RELEASE—3/5/42 





The Lady Has Plans (Par) 1/21 M 
Bing Your Worries Away (RKO) 1/7 MU 
Stagecoach Express (Rep) w 
Night Before the Divorce (20th-Fox) 2/11 M 
Ghost of Frankenstein (U) 3/4 M 
To Be or Not to Be (UA) 2/18 Cc 
Bullet Sears (WB) 2/4 M 


77 
71 


67 
65 


59 


Goddard-R. Milland 
Lah 


-M. Hughes 

. Chaney-E. Ankers 
Benny-C. Lombard 
Toomey-A. Longmire 


Perel ay 





WEEK OF RELEASE—3/12/42 





Man With Two Lives (Mono) 3/11 M 
Mexican Spitfire at Sea (RKO) Cc 
Yokel Boy (Rep) 3/25 Cc 


Heart of the Rio Grande (Rep) 3/11 w 
Song of the Islands (20th-Fox) 2/4 MU 
Frisco Lil (U) 2/18 M 
Dudes Are Pretty People (UA) 4/15 Cc 





E. Norris-E. Lawson 
L. Velez-L. Errol 

A. Dekker-J. Davis 

G. Aut 

B. Grable-V. Mature 

l. Hervey-K. Taylor 
M. Woodwerth- J. Rogers 


WEEK OF RELEASE-*3 /19/42 





Canal Zone (Col) 4/1 M 
The Fleets In (Par) 1/21 MU 
Raiders of the Range (Rep) 4/1 Ww 
Rings on Her Fingers (20th) 3/11 Cc 
Butch Minds The Baby (U) 3/25 Cc 
Mr. V (UA) 17/9 M 


79 
90 
54 
45 
75 
120 


C. Morris-J. Hubbard 
D. Lamour-W. Holden 
B. Steel-T. Tyler 

H. Fonda-G. Tierne 

Vv. Bruce-B. Crawford 
L. Howard-M. Morris 





WEEK OF RELEASE—3/26/42 





Two Yanks in Trinidad (Col) 3/25 
Sunset on the Desert (Rep) 
Affairs of J. Valentine (Rep) 


Remarkable Mr. Kipps (20th) 3/1i 


& 82 P. O’Brien-B. Donlevy 


R. Rogers-G. Hayes 
D. O’Keefe-R. Terry 


M 
M 86 M. Redgrave-D. Wynward 





WE OF RELEASE—4/2/42 





Alias Boston Blackie (Col) M 
The Bugie Sounds (M-G) 12/17 D 
The Courtship of Andy Hardy (M-G) 2/11 C 


Secret Agent of Japan (20th) 3/11 M 
Kipling’s Jungle Book (UA) 3/25 D 
The Male Animal (WB) 3/4 D 


101 
94 
7% 

108 

126 


C. Morris-A, Mara 

W. Beery-M. Main 

M. Rooney-A. Rutherford 
P. Foster-L. Bari 

Sabu-J. Calleia 

H. Fonda-O. deHavilland 





WEEK OF RELEASE—4/9/42 





The Invaders (Col) 11/5 D 
Fantasia (RKO MU 
The Shores of Tripoli (20th) 3/11 D 
The Strange Case of Dr. RX (U) 4/1 ~ 
Unseen Enemy (U) 4/1 

Murder in the Big House (WB) 4/8 


123 
81 
82 
64 
61 


L. Howard-R. Massey 

(Walt Disney Cartoon) / 
J. Payne-M. O’Hara 

L. Atwell-R. Knowles 

D. Terry-A. Devine 


M 60 F, Anderson-G. Meeker 





WEEK OF RELEASE—4/16/42 





Aunt Emma Paints the Town (Mono) 
Reap the Wild Wind (Par) 3/25 

Land of the Open Range (RKO 12/24 
Girl From Alaska (Rep) 4/22 

SOS Coast Guard (Rep) 4/15 

Home in Wyomin’ (Rep) 

Suicide Squadron (Rep) 4/28 
Westward Hoe (Rep) 4/22 
Mississippi Gambler (U) 4/15 
Fighting Bill Fargo (U) 

Gold Rush (UA) 3/4 

Kings Row (WB) 12/24 


voszezeesecn 


124 
60 
15 
76 


67 
56 
61 


71 
127 


Z. Pitts-R. Pryor 

R. Milland-P. Goddard 
T. Holt-R. Whitley 

R. Middleton-J, Parker 
W. Lundigan-J. Rogers 
G. Autry-C, Barnett 
A. Walbrook-S. Gray 

B. Steel-T. Tyler 

K. Taylor-F.Langford 

J. Mac Brown 

Cc, Chaplin 

A. Sheridan-R. Cummings 





WEEK OF RELEASE—4/23/42 





Down Rio Grande Way (Col) M 
Hello Annapolis (Col) Ww 
The Bashful Bachelor (RKO) 3/18 Cc 
Westward Hoe (Rep) w 
Saboteur (U) 4/29 M 
‘Twin Beds (UA) 4/22 c 
I Was Framed (WB) 4/8 M 


J. Parker-T. Brown 

C. Starrett-R. Hayden 
Lum & Abner-Z. Pitts 
B. Steel-T. Tyler 

R. Cummings-R. Lane 
G. Brent-J. Bennett 

R. Middleton-J. Parker 





WEEK OF RELE. ASE—4/30/42 





Wife Takes a Flyer (Col) 4/22 re 
Where the Trail Ends (Mono) w 
My Favorite Blonde (Par) 3/18 M 
Tuttles of Tahiti (EKO) 3/18 M 
Yukon Patrol (Ren) M 
Man Who Wouldn’t oe (20th) 4/22 M 
You’re Telling Me (U Cc 
Larceny, Inc. (WB) 3a Cc 





87 
78 


73 
94 





J. Bennett-F. Tone 

T. Keene 

B. Hope-M. Carroll 

C. Laughton-J. Hall 
A, Lane-L. Conway 
L. Nolan-M. Weaver 
H. Herbert-P. Paige 

E. Robinson-J. Wyman 





‘WEEK OF REL EASE—5 (7/42 





Desperate Chance for Ellery Queen (Col)  M 
Corpse Vanishes (Mono) M 


Scattergood Rides High (RKO) 3/18 C 
My Gal Sal (20th) 4/22 M 
Broadway (U) D 


65 
101 





Ww. ‘Gargan- -M. Lindsay 
B. Lugosi 

G. Kibbee-D. Moore 

R, Hayworth-V. Mature 
G. Raft-P. O’Brien . 





WEEK OF RELEASE—5/14/42 





Not A Lady’s Man (Col) 
The Devil’s Trail (Col) 
She’s In The Army (Mono) 
Mayor of 44th Street (RKO 
Romance on the Range (Rep) 
Remember Pearl Harbor (Rep) 
The Mad Martindales (20th) 
Ships With Wings (UA) 

In This Our Life (WB) 4/38 


3/18 M 


4/22 


Bavscato 


| = 
| 


55 


95 


P. Kelly-F. Wray 

B. Elliott-T. Ritter 

Vv. Ann Borg-L. Talbot 
G. Murphy-A. Shirley 
R. Rogers-G. Hayes 

D. Barrie-F. MacKenzie 
J. Withers-M. Weaver 
J. Clements-L. Banks 
B. Davis-O. deHavilland 





WEEK OF RELEASE—5/21/42 














Sweetheart of the Fleet (Col) MU J. Davis-J. Falkenburg 
Let’s Get Tough (Mono) T. Brown-F. Rice 
Syncopation (RKO) MU A. Menjou-J. Cooper 
In Old California (Rep) w J. Wayne-B. Barnes 
Stardust on the Sage (Rep) w G. Autry-S. Burnett 
Whispering Ghost (20th) 4/22 C 7% M. Berle-B. Joyce 
Almost Married (U) c R. Paige-J. Frazee 
TRADESHOWN AND FOR FUTURE RELEASE 
Vanishing Virginian (M-G) 12/3 D 101 F. Morgan-K. Grayson 
We Were Dancing (M-G) 1/21 C 93 N. Shearer-N. Coward 
Salute to Courage (M-G) 1/21 M 83 G. Veidt-A. Ayers 
Torpedo Boat (Par) 1/21 M 69 R. Arlen-J. Parker 
Fly by Night (Par) 1/21 M 74 N. Kelly-R. Carlson 
This Time for Keeps (M-G) 2/11 M 71 A. Rutherford-B. Sterling 
Sundewn Jim (20th) 3/11 W 53 J. Kimbrough-V. Gilmore 
Who Is Hope Schuyler? (20th) 3/11 M 55 J. Allen, Jr.-M. Howard 
Gentleman After Dark war! 3/18 M 74 B. Donlevy-M. Hopkins 
This Gun for Hire (Par) 3/18 M 80 V.Lake-R. Preston 
The Great Man’s Lady (Par) 3/18 D 90 SB. Stanwyck-J. McCrea 
True to the Army (Par) 3/18 MU 76 J. Canova-A. Jones 
Fingers at the Window (M-G) 3/18 M 739 L. Ayres-L. Day 
Mokey (M-G) 3/25 M 87 D. Dailey-D. Reed 
Mystery of Marie Rogert (U) 4/8 M 60 P. Knowles-M. Montez 
Juke Girl (WB) 4/8 M 9 A. Sheridan-R. Regan 
Lady Gangster (WB) 4/8 M 62 F.Emerson-J. Bishop 
Tarzan’s N. ¥. Adventure (M-G) 4/15 M 70 J. Weissmuller-M. O’Sullivan 
The Spoilers (U) 4/15 M 87 M. Dietrich-R. Scott 
Sunday Punch (M-G) 4/15 M 76 W.Lundigan-J. Rogers 
About Face (UA) 4/15 C 43 W. Tracy-J. Sawyer 
Ship Ahoy (M-G) 4/22 MU % E. Powell-R. Skelton 
Grand Central Murder (M-G) 4/22 M 72 V. Heflin-P. Dane 
Tortilla Flat (M-G) 4/22 D 105 = S. Tracy-H. Lamarr 
Moontide (2%h) 4/22 D 4 ¥J. Gabin-I. Lupino 
Whispering Ghosts (20th) 4/22 C 75 M. Berle-B. Joyce 











Exchanges 
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wood, 600-seater. Louis Schafer, 
manager of the Lyric, will continue 
in the post under the new ownership 
setup. 





Fex’s K. C. Shifts 
Kansas City, April 28. 

Extensive shifting of managers ac- 
complished by Jim Long, district 
manager of Fox Midwest Theatres 
Corp. ‘Doc’ O. F. Hitzler leaves F-M 
and a vacancy at the Vista, K. C. 
nabe. Pete Pekarek comes in from 
Sedalia, Mo., where He was assistant 
manager, to take over the Vista. 
Ernie Moser moved from the Waldo, 
K. C., to the Oakland, Topeka, Kans., 
nabe. Harry Bederman goes to the 
Waldo from the Rockhill, both K. C. 
subsequent runs. . Roger Ruddick 
moves to the Rockhill from War- 
wick, K. C. Ed Whaley takes the 
Warwick and leaves the Gladstone. 
Charley Morrill, who has been on 
the sick list for six months; returns 
to his old post as manager of the 
Gladstone, K. C. 

Glen W. Dickinson acquired the 
Aztec, Shawnee, Kan., from A. Orear. 
Shawnee is virtually a suburb -of 
Kansas City, and this addition now 
gives Dickinson three houses in the 
metropolitan area, including the re- 
cently opened Glen, a K. C. subse- 
quent run which was remodeled and 
renamed from the Westport. Dick- 
inson also bought the Louis theatre, 
colored house in St. Joseph, Mo., 
from R. D. Gifford. 





Harris Back in Politics 


Pittsburgh, April 28. 

Former Republican County Chair- 
man Frank J. Harris, president of the 
Harris Amus., who has been inactive 
in politics for more than a year, back 
in the swim again as a member of 
the state executive committee look- 
ing to U. S. Senator James J. Davis’ 
GOP gubernatorial candidacy in 
Pennsylvania. 

Frank Berglass. the National 
Screen Service salesman in Cleve- 
land, transferred to. local office, 
added to Perry Nathan’s stales staff. 

Matteo Faneza’s theatres in Re- 
public, Pa., being transferred to Gene 
Basle, Washington (Pa.) exhib. 





Denver Exchanges Up Pay 
Denver, April 28. 

Pay increases of 10 and 15% given 
back-room employees of exchanges 
here. The 10% goes to those whose 
checks were more than $25 weekly, 
with the 15% hike to others. 

New scale is retroactive to Dec. 1, 
and new pay rates are: Head ship- 
per, $38.50: shipper, $30.80; assistant 
shipper, $24.15; poster clerk, $26.45; 
head inspectress, $24.15, and inspec- 
tress, $21.28. A two-week annual 
vacation with pay is included. 





Armand Cohen’s PRC 
San Francisco, April 28. 

Armand Cohen, of All Star Pic- 
tures, has taken.over Producers Re- 
leasing Corp. franchise for northern 
California from Louis Rustin, Los 
Angeles. Dave H. Nathanson, Rus- 
tin’s branch manager in San Fran- 
cisco for PRC. has opened his own 
exchange, Pacific Pictures Corp.,. to 
handle independents. 





South Carolina Takeover 
Spartanburg, S. C., April 28. 


Saluda theatre, Saluda, S. C., 
leased by Chalmers and Harry Wess- 
inger, os of Carolina at Lex- 
ington, S. C. Harry Wessinger will 
cn slg James Robert Herlong, in 
charge of house for several years, 
has been drafted. 

Ritz, Massie chain’s new $100,000 
Sylva, N. C., house opened and dedi- 
cated as memorial to Frank C. 
Massie, recently killed in automo- 
bile accident. Frank C. Massie 
managed Lyric at Sylva, now closed. 
House is 750-seater. Massie also 
operates houses in Bryson City and 
Waynesville, N. C., and Gatlinburg, 
Tenn. Memorial exercises included 
‘minute of silence’ in memory to 
younger Massie, who helped design 
and build house and was to have 
been its manager. 

Martin chain has begun construc- 
tion on $40,000 Dublin, Ga., theatre. 
R. H. Hightower will manage. 

State, Gainesville, Fla., had $35,000 
fire. 

George P. O’Rourke Construction 
Co. has permit for $75,000 Houston, 
Texas, house, to be built for Inter- 
state Theatres, Inc. 


Morrison’s Broken Gam 
Memphis, April 28. 
A. B. Morrison, veteran assistant 
manager at the Warner, suffered a 
broken leg in a fal’ at the theatre 
Friday (24). 
Morrison is a pioneer Memphis 


showman, havin, bee. associated 
with the old Opera House, the first 
Orpheum, outdoor summer vaude- 
ville, Loew's, Malcc and other or- 
ganizations for a total of more than 








50 years. 


Inside Stuff —Pictures 





Charles F. (‘Socker’) Coe, assistant to Will Hays, also holds the title of 
general counsel, for the Motion Picture Producers & Distributors Assn, 
it was revealed this week. Tag went with appointment of aide to Hays 
made last March 30, but never announced. He will act as alter ego to 
Hays, not giving up his law practice in Florida. Also his appointment 
will not clash with Sidney Schreiber, who has been general attorney for 


the MPPDA since Gabe Hess’ death. 


Charles Pettijohn resigned as general counsel, handling legislative and 
many legal matters, several months ago. Coe will not conform so rigidly 
te such routine, going to the Hays office with the understanding that he 


was to continue his Florida law prictice. 


authority, resembling Hays. 


Title represents merely added 





Expansion of the Red Cross motion picture program for hospitalized 
soldiers is in prospect, with 42 new locations due to be included in the 
free screening system. With cinematic ‘recreational therapy’ now pro- 
vided at 65 Army hospitals, the Red Cross will provide equipment for 
six more general hospitals and 35 station hospitals. 

With shows given twice weekly, more than 350,000 convalescent sol- 
diers in the U. S., Alaska, Hawaii and Puerto Rico have enjoyed free 
film entertainment since the enterprise was launched last October. By 
April 15 more than 1,300 shows had been given, involving 250 different 


productions, 





So many exhibs have missed having dark houses by such narrow 
squeaks, because of missouts or late discovery of shipment of wrong 
film, due to new employees in distrib and carrier fields, that distribs are 
urging theatre owners check film immediately upon arrival so the dis- 
tributor will have time, under war transportation conditions, to remedy 
the error, The old laissez faire days when airplanes could be chartered, 
or automobiles rushed hither and yon with missing reels of film, are gone 


for the duration, it is pointed out. 





Universal shot the first and probably the last airplane backgrounds of 
New York, to be used in a motion picture for the duration of the war. 
Immediately after the bombing of Pearl Harbor a camera crew was sent 
to Manhattan by Bruce Manning, producer of ‘Broadway,’ for quick sky- 
line shots before the military clamped down. The backgrounds, made by 
Frank Shaw and an aerial platoon, were turned over to the War Depart- 


ment at Washington for: approval. 
shooting over New York. 


Since then there has been no air 


All those title sheets on pictures will be even longer now that Set 
Decorators’ new contract with producers calls for screen credit. Minimum 
scale for decorators tilted to $130 weekly and $75 for assistants. 

















‘Work or Fight’ 


Continued from page 3 


regular employment standards. An- 
other group of 100 has been lined 
up and probably will be placed 
later. 

Questionnaires, just 
are rather detailed. They are so 
arranged ‘that they can be fed 
through card-punching machines 
and classified automaticaliy so that 
within a few minutes after a call 
for a man with machine experience, 
the electric eye will have gone 
through the entire 20,000 question- 
naires and picked out all the candi- 
dates. 


completed, 


Quiz 
Questions asked include: What 


branch of show business are you in? 
(radio, theatre, etc.); what’s your 
specialty? (acting, announcing, 
makeup man, etc.); what other ex- 
perience have you had? (accounting, 
airplane worker, printer, etc.); what 
are your hobbies? (driving a car, 
for instance); education and lan- 
guages; skills or aptitudes you feel 
you possess; would you consider 
training? age? type of employment 
currently? 

Edward Raquello, actor, who re- 
cently completed a long run in 
‘There Shall Be No Night,’ is chair- 
man of the War Training Produc- 
tion Committee. He has prepared 
the questionnaires and is making 
preparations for the rally. McCann- 
Erickson ad agency has contributed 
office ‘space in the Associated Press 
Building, N. Y. 


Raquello conceived the idea of the 
survey. He feels it important be- 
cause, by the very nature of the 
theatre, there are at least 75% more 
people engaged in the profession 
than are at work at any one time, 
thus providing a large group which 
can be absorbed into war work with- 
out upsetting the industry. As the 
War goes on, a ‘fight or work’ order 
will probably go out and those in 
the theatrical profession, Raquello 
believes, will be so much better pre- 
pared for jobs to their liking by rea- 
son of the survey and training they 
can get. 

Unions cooperating are Equity, 
Screen Actors Guild, American Fed- 
eration of Radio Actors, American 
Guild of Musical Artists, Chorus 
Equity, Negro Actors Guild, Associ- 
ation of Theatrical Agents and Man- 
agers, Wardrobe Attendants Union, 
Theatrical Costume Workers, United 
Scenic Artists, Theatrical Protective 
Union No. 1 (stagehands and elec- 
tricians), Checkroom Attendants 
Union, American Guild of Variety 
Artists, Treasurers Local 751, Motion 
Picture Operators, Local 306; Mo- 
tion Picture Laboratory Workers, 
Local 702; Studio Mechanics, Local 
52, and Theatre Service Employees. 
Staff workers in all theatrical offices 
will also receive the questionnaires. 


' COL.’S NEW PROD. HIGH, 





17 PICTURES IN WORK 


Hollywood, April 28, 

Production at Columbia is hitting 
new high spots, with 17 pictures in 
various phases of work and 49 writ- 
ers busy on 38 stories for future 
filming. One dozen features are in 
the laboratory and cutting rooms 
and five are shooting, including 
‘The Lone Wolf in Scotland Yard,’ 
‘Man’s World,’ ‘Blondie for Victory,’ 
‘Fingers’ and ‘Overland to Dead- 
wood.’ 
. Among the early starters now in 
the writing mill are ‘My Sister 
Eileen,’ ‘Carnival in Rio,’ “The Ameri- 
can Way,’ ‘Pal Joey,’ ‘The Pioneers,’ 
and ‘Cover Girls.’ 


Irene Lee Story Ed 
For Goldwyn im N. Y. 


Irene Lee will take over as story 
editor for Samuel Goldwyn in New 
York May 23, She has been story 
editor for Warner Bros. in Holly- 
wood for the past four years. Before 
that she was head of the story de- 
partment for the Leland Hayward 
agency in New York. 

No successor has b®en named yet 
at WB. Goldwyn has had no eastern 
story ed since Bert Bloch, now story 
chief at 20th-Fox, left about two 
years ago. 


Russe Pix Upbeat in 1 Det 


Detroit, April 28. 

Rarely tried here before, except at 
the Cinema, Russian films have 
started to move around briskly in 
the neighborhood houses here. Few 
Soviet subjects had any pull here 
and made infrequent appearances 
even in Russian neighborhoods. 

However, enthusiasm for Russian 
shots in the newsreels clewed a 
public tendency and a campaign was 
put on by Charles Garner, who took 
over the Artkino franchise. In ad- 
dition to landing three days weekly 
of Russian pictures at the Pastime 
and a healthy spotting in at the 
Martha Washington he also lined up 
bookings at the Fordson, Astor, 
Bijou, Campau and Belle, scattered 
throughout the city. 


Par’s Regular Divvy 


At board meeting of Paramount 
held yesterday (Tues.) the common 
stock of the company was placed 
on a regular dividend basis with 
quarterly dividend of 25c declared, 
payable July 1 to stockholders of 
record June 15, 

Directors at the same time de- 
clared a quarterly dividend of $1.50 
on the first preferred, payable July 
1 to holders of record June 17. 
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Remember M-G-M’s Prediction? 





Not Not Not Not But FIVE 
> ONE! TWO! THREE! FOUR! BIG HITS! 


T’S TRUE! 


RIO RITA” (Abbott & Costello) 


Topping the biggest of M-G-M’s past musicals. Held over from coast to coast! Absolutely 
sensational! 


’am “TORTILLA FLAT" (Spencer Tracy, Hedy Lamarr, 
em John Garfield) 


Trade-shown and acclaimed by showmen and press! Selected as Red Book Magazine’s Prize 
Picture of the Month.” Watch the first engagements next week!. 


m “SHIP AHOY” (Eleanor Powell; Red Skelton, | 
yee Tommy Dorsey and Orchestra) { 


As predicted! As confirmed at trade-showings, M-G-M adds another magnificent musical 


extravaganza to its “Great Ziegfeld” and “Babes on Broadway” crowd-getters. Just starting its 
box-office career at press time! Watch! 


“TARZAN’S NEW YORK ADVENTURE” 


(Johnny Weissmuller, Maureen O’Sullivan) 


We told you that not since “King Kong” such breath-taking thrills and fun. The trade-press 
says it’s the best of them all! The trade-show enthusiasm is your tip-off to get set for a show- 
manship spree! 


g@ “MRS. MINIVER’ (Greer Garson, Walter Pidgeon) 


We predicted it would be one of this year’s Biggest, perhaps the Biggest! Never has a motion 
picture been so discussed in this industry prior to its general showing to the trade or press! 
On word-of-mouth alone, following its several “sneak” previews in California, it is already 
conceded to be the Giant Production of 1942. Watch for notice of its trade showings. When 
you see it, you'll tell us “They didn’t say half enough about ‘Mrs. Miniver’!”’ 
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Five Big M-G-M Shows in a Row! A Prophecy Come Truel 
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collar divisions, now serving as sol- 
diers, sailors and marines. 

Gordon McLean, RKO projection- 
ist, Signal Corps. 

Ray Ramsey, 
Signal Corps. 

Dick Dickinson, Republic produc- 
tion, Navy. s 

Nat Tanchuck, screen writer, Army 
Air Corps. 

George Brekston, 
Army. 

Lewis Stone, RKO police depart- 
ment, Signal Corps. 

Herb Mandelson, Republic produc- 
tion, Army Air Corps. 

Tim Holt, RKO western 
Army Air Corps. 

Edward Chu: chil, Paramount pub- 
licity, Army Ferry Command. 

Turk Greenough, cowboy husband 
of Sally Rand, Army. 

Cart Aner, radio musician, Army. 

Charles Hcffman, screen writer, 
Army. 








Continued 


Metro cameraman, 


screen player, 


star, 


Sam’s Roll Call 








from page 4 





ial photography division at Mit- 
chell Field recently reported he was 
on his way ‘somewhere.’ 

Charlie Dowd, Grand, seeing ser- 
vice in the Pacific as radio operator 
on submarine; Harry Rockowitz, 
Lake, believed in infantry unit in 
Australia, and Joe Marifino in tank 
corps there. 

More recent joiners up are John 
Menzies, Century, Tank Corps at 
Fort Knox, Ky., and Howard Part- 
ridge, also Century, at " iami Beach, 

Alden Allen, Liberty, corporal in 
quartermaster corps in Pennsyl- 
vania, and Carl LaValle is air corps 
cadet. 





Jimmy McSherry In Navy 

" Worcester, Mass., April 28. 
Jimmy McSherry, dancer, enlisted 

in Navy recently. A seaman in the 

first World War, he was best known 

|in veudeville as a i1sember of the 





| Four High Hatters. 


Jerry Kaufman, Warners exploiter, 
Navy. 

Vaughn Paul, husband of Deanna 
Durbin, Navy. 

William Holden, 
Signal Corps. 

Phil Arnold, film actor, Artillery. 


Columbia | star, 





An Old Chinese Customer 

Lee Mortimer, N. Y. Mirror’s film 
critic has been found sound in wind 
and limb by the Army medicos, and 
his papers are in for one of those 
khaki zoot suits. He has permission 
te continue writing for the Mirror 
and Kings Features. 





Clanton in Navy 
Rappahannock, Va., April 28. 
George C. Clanton, owner, Daw 
theatre and publisher Rappahannock 
Times, in Navy as volunteer, ana 
training at San Diego. 
Edward M. Hyans, Jr., left cast of 


‘My Sister. Eileen’ (2d company) in | 


L. A. ‘to appear for army induction 
at his local board in New Rochelle, 
N Y 





It’s Lieut. Arthur Spaeth 
Cleveland, April 28. 
Arthur Spaeth, drama and film 
critic of Cleveland News, who en- 
listed in the U. S. Army Air Corps, 
received bis commission as first lieu- 
tenant and leaves today (29) for offi- 
cers’ training school in Miami. 
Successor for his newspaper post 
has not been appointed yet. Fred 
Meier is pinch-hitting. 





Lieut. Lewis Martin 


Lewis Martin, legit actor, has been 

granted a First aerostges Aypoont 
mission in the Marine Co and 
leaves for Quantico in a few days. 
He served in the Marines during the 
first World War. 
. Among hs Broadway appearances 
of recent seasons have been ‘Abe 
Lincoln in Illinois, and ‘Mr. and Mrs. 
North.’ P 





Atlantans Into Service 
Atlanta, April 28. 





Ray C. Jenkins, KSTP, Minneapolis, 
sales manager, has been named 
chairman of the American Legion 
Military and Naval morale commit 
tee which arranges all entertain- 
ments at Ft. Snelling. 


508 WBites in U. S. 


Enlistments or inductions in the 
armed services of the country among 
Warner homeoffice employees 
brought the total during the past 


Service 


month to 508. Leaving over the 
weekend for khaki or blue were 
Morton Brill, Nat Gartsman and 


Charles Moscovitz of the publicity 
department and Ellis Ekus of the 
business office. 





Toledoans Inducted 
Toledo, O., April 28. 
Howard Feigley, Jr., manager of 
local Palace, has reported for duty 


Warner Bros. Atlanta branch, army. 
| Howard Rutherford, assistant man- 
of Loew’s Grand, also 


| ager 
{bound. James Gossett succeeds. 


| 
| 





Peterson Army P.A. 
Omaha, April 28. 

Howard O. Peterson, local sales 
| manager of WOW, is now a major 
| assigned to the seventh corps area 
| public relations office. 
| ‘This assignn.ent permits him to re- 
main in Omaha. 





Great Lakes, Ill., April 28. 
| Cleveland radio announcer Alun T. 


| Jenkins, 26, has started training at} 
Training Station | 


the U. S. Naval 
here as a yeoman, second class. 

For the last seven years he had 
been employed as announcer by 
United Broadcasting Co., operator of 
WHK, Cleveland. 





William H. Murphy, Jr., booker in | 


army | 


in the American Air Corps at La-| — 
fayette, Ind. He had _ previously Shoulder Bar for Huston 
served eight months with the Cana- Hollywood, April 28. 
dian Air Force. 

Max Kellar, student assistant man- 
ager iat the Loew's Valentine, Toledo, | job on ‘Across the Pacific’ at Warners 
has been inducted by Army, being} with several days of shooting un- 
third member of the staff to go into | finished, Vincent Sherman will wind 
the armed forces. |up the chore, although Huston gets 

ae | full screen credit. 

Party for Toledo Dancery Mer. Huston was ordered to report in 

Toledo, April 28. | washington for active duty as a 


“14 bata ne ‘ } : : 0h . 
Milton Tarloff, manager of the lieutenant in the Signal Corps. 
Trianon Ballroom, Toledo, who was 


drafted, was given several gifts at a | 
going-away party at which down- | per ot te 
town theatre managers were guests, 
A radio, wrist watch and pair of 
dice wrapped with a $100 bill were | 
a few of the presents he received. 


national board of the 
American Guild of Variety Artists, 
was inducted into the army Monday 
(27). 


Upton’s 3 Legiters i Fred H. Brown, formeriy of the 


ary J : i] OF | os - 
Camp Upton, N. Y., April 28. Six Brown Bros. act. is now in the 
Inductees coming through here re- | army band at Fort Dix, N. J. 
cently included three legit players. Sate all 
One was Mortimer Lippman (John Henry Larner, Paramount's home- 


Randolph professionally), 27, of the 
Mercury theatre, who just completed 
a tour with ‘Native Son’ and was in 
Al Jolson’s ‘Hold On to Your Hats’ 
last season. 

Another was Philip, P. Wernick 
(professionally Philip King), 28, who 
played in and was assistant stage 
manager of ‘Pal Joey’ and was a fea- 
tured dancer in ‘Crazy With the 
Heat’. Also John Stuart, 31, stock 
player. 


| ° aa P 
|American Ambulance Corps, likely 
to see service in Libya. 





Hartford, April 28. 
Jack Bloom, assistant manager of 
the State and also assistant publicity 
| director, Army. 





Atlantic City, April] 29. 
Jockey Hyett, proprietor of Jock- 
ey’s Derby Club, local nitery, enlisted 











in army. 
Rochester’s Contingent 
Rochester, N. Y., April 28. Fort Worth, April 28. 
Among the Rochester theatre men | Knocky Parker, boogie - woogie 


now in the U. S. armed forces are! artist, heard the knock of Uncle Sam 
Don Whitington and Don Stevenson, | and ended his appearance with Billy 
both of the Rivoli. Whitington is Muth and Ewen Hail in an organ 
on the hospital ship Solace and program at Worth theatre. He will 
Stevenson with the Medical Corps go back to his musical career after 
at Camp Lee, Va. | the war but hopes he will get to 
Albert Fenyvessy, Arnett, in aer-' play in an army band until then. 


Hurryup call from the Army tore | 
| John Huston away from his director | 


Book of Playlets 
Turned Qver To 


The Services 


Sketches, blackouts and 
| plays prepared by the Material and 
| Writers Committee of USO-Camp 
| Shows, Inc., to compfise the initial 
volume to be sent to Army and Navy 
bases throughout the world, have 
been turned over to the services for 
approval. When they’re okayed, 
CSI will determine how they are to 
be printed and bound. 


Idea of the committee in prepar- 
ing the books is to give soldiers and 
sailors in isolated bases simple ma- 
terial to entertain their fellows. 
Most of the skits and plays have 
been considerably simplified so they 
can be presented in a very limited 
space. 

None of the material is original, 
most of it having been culled, with 
the cooperation of writers and pro- 
ducers, from Broadway productions 
of the past 10 years. Some of it is 
much older, with antecedents dating 
back to vaude of years ago. All of 
it has been polished up, however, 
and brought up to date. 


With the material for the first vol- 
ume finished, the committee is start- 
ing on another. Books will be in a 
number of categories suggested by 
‘Major Marvin Young of the War De- 
partment’s morale branch and work- 
ed out by the committee. They'll 
include one with quiz questions and 
other audience participation shows, 
| possibly adaptations of some of the 
;popular radio programs. In the 
series will also be volumes of com- 
'edy songs, minstrel shows and a va- 
riety of other subjects. How many 
hasn’t been determined yet. 











The first book is complete even to 
stage directions, which are _ illus- 
trated with sketches. Even the most 
inexperienced soldier players are ex- 
pected to be able to follow them to 
achieve at least moderate success. 


Working with John Shubert as 
|chairman are Harold Bratter, legal 
|adviser; Hal Block, Edward Duryea 
Dowling, Lester Hammel, Charles B. 
| Maddock, Alan Lipscott, Mort Lewis 
|and Billy K. Wells. 


Kate Smith’s Columbia 











Kate Smith signed with Columbia 
Pictures yesterday (Tuesday) to 
make a series of shorts for free. All 


by the company to the USO. Shorts 
will bear the general title, ‘America 
| Sings With Kate Smith.’ Composers 
and copyright owners of the three 
tunes she will use 
donating rights. 


in each reel are 





Community sing briefies will be 
made in New York under the super- 
vision of Ted Collins. They mark 
Miss Smith’s first screen appearance 
in 10 years. Initial pic will go’into 
production immediately, with sched- 
ule calling for release of one a 
month. Total number will be de- 
| termined by shape of future events. 


short 





44-65 DRAFT 
MISSED FEW 
SHOWMEN 


_——-_—— 


The number of showmen who 
didn’t have to register in the 44-65 
draft could be crowded into the av- 
erage writer’s office in a Hollywood 
studio and would still have room to 
move around. So far as can be 
learned there is only one executive 
in any branch of the picture busi- 
ness who escaped getting a selective 
service ecard. That is Adolph Zukor, 
who turned 70 in January. 

No one in the studios, including 
executives, producers or directors 
is believed to be over 65 but there 
are a few actors who have scaled 
that ripe old age. Among them and 


Theatre Wing 


Continued from page 4 


(her husband owns the premises, so 
that made her eligible as a ‘donor’). 
She was so much impressed that she 
said she would like to come back as 
a worker every week. She was asked 
to bring her lieutenant-husband 
along, too, but she said it wouldn't 
do her any good because he couldn’t 
escort her home afterwards, since 
none of the hostesses is allowed to 
date any of the boys. 





Ticket Squarer? 


Paulette Goddard, looking just 
like a movie fan’s idea of a picture 
star—sables, diamonds and veils— 
not only danced with all the boys 
who were lucky enough to cut in on 
her, but also signed individual auto- 
graphs for every smitten boy in the 
room, 

One of them handed her his auto 
license, with the remark that he 
knew no officer of the law would 
ever give him a ticket when he 


showed how he rated with Goddard. 


their supposed ages are C. Aubrey 


Shorts for USO Fund 


profits on them will be turned over | 


Smith, 79 (probably the oldest man 
in the industry in any capacity); 
Joseph Cawthorn, 72; William Col- 
lier, Sr., 768; William Farnum, 46; 
and H. B. Warner, 66. Donald Crisp, 
whose approximate age could not 
be learned, is also probably over 65. 

Among those not far from the 65 
deadiine who had to register, 
crutches or not, were J. C. Nugent, 
64; Will H. Hays, 63; Lionel Barry- 
more, 64; Noah Beery, 58 and 
Charles Winninger, 58. Though he 
has been retired from the screen for 
some time, William S. Hart is said 
to be over 70 and thus he didn't 
have to register. 

Among producers the oldest is 
Edgar Selwyn, who has been inac- 
tive for sometime due to illness and 
is understood to be 67, Runners-up 
are Cecil B. DeMille, 61, and Rich- 
ard A. Rowland, 62. Joseph M. 
' Schenck is 60. 

While there may be scme scattered 
exhibitors over the 65-year age, 
among the eldest who are active are 
Ed Fay of Providence and H. A. Cole 
of Texas. Latter is 60 and Fay is 
probably about the same. 

A.k’s in the legit field include 
George M. Cohan, 64; John Golden, 
67, and William A. Brady whose age 
is uncertain. 


aa ages / | The few in show biz who didn't 
Add Visitors of the Week: Burgess | have to register contrast with an ap- 


Meredith, Junior Laemmle, eongtd proximate 13,000,000 who cid on the 
Wilcox, Benn Jacobson, Teddy Weiss, past weekend. 

Tom Rogers, Art Lewis and Sidney | 
Kingsley—all in uniform. 


An English sailor who had been | Free Admish to Service 


| torpedoed twice was in seventh| . ° 3m: ° 
| heaven the other night when he ob- Men in Harris’ Pitt Pixers 
Ptttsburgh, April 28. 


|tained the autographs of Merle 
|Oberon, Zasu Pitts, Buddy Rogers,! Harris Amusement Co., which op- 
first-run houses down- 


|Lynn Fontanne, Billy Gilbert and) erates two 
|town, new J. P. Harris and the Sen- 


| Geraldine Fitzgerald. 

‘The next torpedo may get me,’ he! ator, as well as flock of nabe houses, 
| exclaimed, ‘but they’ll never get this| took the lead here last week by an- 
| autograph book!’ ’ nouncing that in the future all serv- 

iis ice men would be admitted to their 
Nostalgia on 44th St. |theatres free of charge. In past, 





Burgess Meredith was dying to 
come to the Canteen the other night, 
but he didn’t dare to. He hadn’t as 
yet learned his lines for ‘Candida’ 
and he was afraid he might run into 
the star of the piece, Katherine Cor- 
nell, who—knowing her lines—was 
in her usual place pouring coffee at 
the counter. 





When Gracie Fields arrived at the 
Canteen minus an accompanist, one 
of the hostesses, Melissa Melbourne, 
was pressed into service and she 
played every. number from ‘Ave 
Maria’ to “The Biggest Aspidistra in 
the World’ without a_ rehearsal. 
Afterwards she confessed that she 
didn’t know how she got through a 
single note, as she never dreamed, 
back home in Australia, that one day 
she would be playing for the star 
| she had idolized all her life. 





Ripleyisms 

Sights You Never Saw Till Now:, 
Carl Van Vechten as a bus-boy... 
Constance Talmadge as a counter 
girl... Vincent Price as an egg-salad 
mixer...Robert Sinclair as a check- 
room boy. 














A lachrymose note was injected 
into the gay proceedings on Satur- 
| day night when Tamara warbled 
|\‘A Nightingale Sang in Berkeley 
| Square.’ An English sailor who 
| couldn’t have been more than 18 
| years old allowed a nostalgic tear to 
| fall before he bounded into the tele- 
|phone booth—the only place in the 
|Canteen where you can be alone. 


Ben Haskell, actor and once mem-| 


office publicity, active service with | 





Tunes will be mostly of a patriotic 
nature and films will be reduced to Three men not in uniform came 
16mm. size for distribution to army | to the Canteen and were told that 
and navy posts, in addition to thea- | the Canteen was only for men in 
trical release. Papers yesterday were | Uniform. 
signed in USO offices in New York, | 
| with Miss Smith receiving $1. from 
| Col. to make it legal. 

Jack Cohn, v.p. of Columbia, last 
| week was named USO chairman of | tags. Won't you let us in now?’ 
theatrical and sports division. Tom Rutherford, the Officer of 
Be a es |the Day, recognized them from their 
| previous visit and passed them in. 


Parents See Son in Film, | 


‘I know,” one of th®m replied. ‘We 
were here a few weeks ago. Our 
|uniforms are at the bottom of the 
ocean now, but we have our identity 





° | A low bow to William Feinberg 
Then Hear of His Death and Local 802 for their continued 


Detroit, April 28. | wonderful support in furnishing live 


Friends of Mr. and Mrs, G. M. For-| bands to the Canteen for dansapa- 


had spotted their son in the film. The! Nat Brandwynne, Sid Prussian. | 


and | 


|had enlisted in the Royal Canadian | 





Air Force, He was spotted ji , 

: potted in the| Around five o’clock the other eve- 
scene when the cadets were on! ning, when the boys started to strag 
parade and were receiving their} ; 7 sigQerdecson~ dh 


wings at Ottawa, one of the genuine | was overheard to remark, ‘Business 

shots inserted in the picture. seems pretty slow tonight. I won- 
When they returned home from) der what's causing it.’ The other one 

the theatre a cable was waiting at | seemed to give the matter her rapt | 

their home. It advised them that | contemplation for a minute and then | 

their son had been killed in a bomb-| replied: 

jing flight over Germany. | ‘It must be the war.’ 





i 


. . * } | te 
sient Sergt. Weicker Forman, wierell the- boys. fone to managers at Recreation 


| Harrises, like other circuit and indie 
ispots, only made sp€cial price con- 
| cessions to the boys in uniform. 

| Whether other chains and exhibs 
| would follow Harris outfit couldn't 
| be learned. All of them said they 
| were considering the move, but 
|hadn’t as yet made a decision. In 
ithe meantime there’s been wide- 
spread favorable comment on action 
of Harrises, both from service men 
as well as press and public. 

It’s the first concrete move locally 
|to give soldiers and sailors free en- 
tertainment, inasmuch as there is no 
regularly organized USO shows here. 
|Harris action doesn’t amount to an 
| idle gesture, either, inasmuch as uni- 
|formed population is growing here 
|by leaps and bounds, what with so 
j}many defense industries to guard 
land patrol. 








| 1,000,006th Free Ticket 

| Legit showmen and picture thea- 
| tre managers were cited by Mayor 
| LaGuardia Monday afternoon (27) in 
| appreciation of their support of the 
| New York City Defense Recreation 





| 


| . . 
man, of Detroit, insisted that the} 4; . Committee. Occasion marked the 
: Pk the current| mom and. our grateful thanks to| 1 999,000th free tieket given soldiers, 
couple go down to see the current;Tommy Dorsey, Leo Dryer, Clyde! —’. . 
showing of ‘Captains of the Clouds’! ; ; . | Sailors and marines to shows, films 
" : tat Tes, | Lucas, Lester Lannin, Angie Retina, | and sports events since the commit- 
because they are certain that they| Jerry Wald, Shep Fields, Bob Grant.| a 


tee was formed with John Golden 


couple did last Thursday (23) and,| Fausto Curbello, Art Kahn, Howard | and Mrs. Julius Ochs Adler as chair- 


sure enough, there was their son, Lally, Andre Koltay, Chavez, Jeo eg shige <r gg er garni gee 


in gravis ticket giving and 
Committee headquarters, 99 Park 
avenue. 

Each manager was presented with 


|gle in siowly, one of the hostesses a neat enameled lapel button crested 


with the city <. Most recent 


figures on free tickets to men in the 
armed forces indicate that there are 
nearly 5,000 ducats for shows and 
approximately 15,00° for pictures be- 
ing distributed weekly by the com- 
mittee. 
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News and Gossip About the Production and Distribution of the Best Shows in Town! 





PLAYING TIME STRETCHES 





- DETOUR ON THE ‘ROAD TO MOROCCO’ 








called ‘Six Lessons in Love, by Madame La Zonga.’ 





Not long ago we showed you a picture of Bob Hope studying a book 


Guess he passed 


the course, because here’s Constant Reader deep in ‘Power of Will,’ 


author unknown. The gals? Just 


some of the scenery on ‘The Road 


to Morocco,’ including Suzanne Ridgeway, Yvonne de Carlo, Theo De- 
Voe, Patsy Mace, Brooke Evans and Louise La Planche, 








Brooklyn Exhibs No Bums, Anyhow; 
Cop First in Battle of Boroughs 


Twenty Brooklyn showmen were 
the richer by United States War 
Bonds today, following the close of 
the Paramount-Loew ‘Battle of the 
Boroughs’ showmanship contest. 
Brooklyn, domain of the famous 
‘Our Bums,’ placed first in the inter- 
borough competition; second place 
was a three-way tie among the 
Bronx, Manhattan, and the Queens- 
Westchester sectors. 


Winners in all boroughs received 
letters of congratulation from 
Barney Balaban, president of Para- 
mount. Competition was based on 
campaigns staged for eight recent 
Paramount »ictures. Manager of 


the theatre making the best show- | 


ing in each sector received a $100 
bond and his assistant received a 
$50 bond. 

Assistant managers of the nine- 
teen Brooklyi theatres received a 
$59 bond each; assistant managers 
in all other sectors split second- 
prize $25 bonds. Four of the win- 
ners are now in military service, 


including Marines Leonard Mayer | 


of the 46th Street and Pitkin Thea- 
tres and Privates 3°n Singer and 
Kenneth Tower, of the Prospect 
and Triboro Theatres. 





Dicker for Hunk of Man 


Paramount has opened negotia- | 


tions to borrow Victor Mature for 
the male lead opposite Ginger Rog- 
ers in ‘Lady in the Dari,’ it devel- 
oped this week. Studio is also con- 
sidering Edmund Goulding as di- 
rector. Fred Astaire and Mac- 
donald Carey also are being men- 
tioned for important roles. 


+ 





BIG BIZ IN 
Ist DATES 


| Any idea the industry may have 
| had that the sensational business of 
‘My Favorite Blonde’ at the New 
York Paramount was just one of 








those things was dispelled quickly | 


luring the past weekend. 

‘Blonde,’ which closed yesterday 
in New York after four weeks— 
each week a house record since the 
inauguration of the present stage 
| policy—had six openings end of 
last week. Here’s how they stacked 
up: 

First five days of a day-and-date 
| booking at the Los Angeles Par- 
| amount and the Paramount, Holly- 
wood, did record business. At the 
| big downtown house ‘Blonde’ beat 
|‘Nothing But the Truth’ handily— 
and ‘Truth’ played with a stage 


show. 

First three days of ‘Blonde’ at the 
Paramount, Newark; the Strand, 
Scranton, and the Comerford, 


| Wilkes-Barre, ran above ‘Truth’— 
20 percent over for Newark and 10 
percent for Wilkes-Barre. First two 
days at the Florida, Jacksonville, 
also hit 10 percent above ‘Truth.’ 








now.. for full cooperation in the 


‘BLONDE’ GRABS 


I MORE PIX GET 


EATENUED AUN 


Three, Four and Five Weeks 
Not Unusual; Showmen 
Holding the Grossers 





ESPECIALLY PAR’S 





A month ago this week ‘Variety’ 
pegged a trend toward extended 
playing time for the industry’s top 
productions, demonstrating that the 
biggies are staying longer in first 
run houses and filtering out to the 
nabes much slower. 

Today, the Paramount Page would 
like to point out, the trend hasn’t 
let up a bit; it’s still growing. Par- 
ticularly for Paramount pix. 

As an outstanding example, Cecil 
B. DeMille’s ‘Reap the Wild Wind’ 
enjoyed a total of nine weeks in Los 
Angeles, via day-and-date bookings 
at the Los Angeles Paramount and 
the Paramount, Hollywood. In New 
York it held the Music Hall for five. 

Latest dates look like more term- 
leases are in prospect; first week’s 
business for ‘Reap’ in Charleston 
was double the sensational biz of 
‘Louisiana Purchase,’ and the picture 
carried over to the Victory from the 
Gloria. First day of the carryover 
grossed 70% of the opening day busi- 
ness for ‘Purchase’! 

At the Warficld, San Francisco, 
‘Reap’ has tied the big take of ‘North 
West Mounted Police’ for the first 
three days; same holds true for the 
Paramount, Miami. Four days at the 
Colonial, Richmond, topped the same 
period for ‘N.W.!a.P.,’ while at the 
Norva, Norfolk, four days of ‘Reap’ 





SIGN THAT PLEDGE...mail it in) 


Army and Navy Emergency Relief | 
Audience Collections—May 14 to 20!' completed and awaiting release. 


took a gross equal to a full week of 
‘North West’—a week that included 
Thanksgiving—and also equalled a 
week of ‘Caught in the Draft,’ which 
played over July 4. Day-and-date 
bookings at the Beach and Sheridan, 
Miami Beach, netted business 50% 
above ‘N.W.M.P.’ wit. the Beach 
running 70% above. 

Another shining example is Par’s 
‘The Fleet’s In.’ It has moved in, and 
stayed in, for date after date. 

To name just a few examples, 
‘Fleet’ remained in for three weeks 
recently at the Newman, Kansas 
City; the Allyn, Hartford; the Par- 
amount, New Haven; the Capitol, 
Worcester—all the time running 





| grosses from 10 to 30 percent above | 


Road to Zanzibar 
| Two-week stays for ‘Fleet’ are al- 
|most more common than single 


i week dates. Fox, St. Louis; Para- 
} mount, Springfield; Des Moines, Des 
Moines; Majestic, Houston; State, 
Minneapolis; Paramount, St. Paul; 
Palace, Rochester; Center, Salt Lake; 
Majestic, Dallas, and Saenger, New 
Orleans, are among two-weekers, 

Meanwhile, ‘My Favorite Blonde,’ 
just hitting the early dates this week, 
gives all promise of doing a similar 
sit-in; in New York it held the Par- 
amount Theatre throughout April— 
five weeks. 

Many of the two and three-week 
dates for ‘Fleet’ represent tradition- 
breaking engagements. For example, 
the State, Minneapolis, has a strict 
one-week policy—or did have. ‘Fleet’ 
represents the third recent holdover. 

The exteded run trend is al- 
most certain to continue, if the cal- 
iber of pictures forthcoming is any 
criterion—which it is. Paramount’s 
schedule for the months ahead calls 
'for the release of one big super- 
grosser after another—most of them 








|| —SO WE SCREENED IT FOR FRED ALLEN 











"—AND ‘BLONDE? WAS HIS FAVORITE, TOO! 
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Et Tu, Muk? 


Last week the Paramount 
Studio announced changes of 
name for three contract star- 
lets; girls now known as Betty 
Rhodes, Donivee Lee and Mar- 
guerite Lynn—formerly Betty 
Jane Rhodes, Dolly Loehr and 
Lora Lee. 


Today word has come through 
that ‘Muk,’ the chimpanzee seen 
with Dorothy Lamour in the 
Technicolor jungle romance, 
‘Beyond the Blue Horizon,’ will 
hereinafter be known as ‘Gogo.’ 
Studio has decided ‘Gogo’ 
sounds friendlier and is easier 
to pronounce, ‘Gogo’ will gogo 
on a personal appearance tour 
soon, when ‘Horizon’ is released. 











Week ago Sunday, Fred Allen 
had the nation in stitches on his 
Texaco show, with a fifteen-minute 
sketch about his fruitless attempt 
to get a seat for ‘My Favorite 
Blonde,’ at the N. Y. Paramount. 

‘There hasn’t been a seat in that 
theatre for weeks, and you know it,’ 
he yelled at the barker who was 
chanting ‘Plenty of seats inside.’ 

Paramount knows it, anyhow. 
‘Blonde’s’ four weeks at the Par 
have smashed one house record 
after another. Fourth week was the 
biggest fourth for any picture since 
the stage policy—including HOLI- 
DAY fourth weeks! 

So—since Fred was about the 
only New Yorker who missed 
‘Blonde’—we screened it for him 
over the weekend. How'd he like 
it? Look at the photo above! 


























“After reading about those New York and Los Angeles runs, 
I thought we’d save money this way! 
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Music From Records on P.A. System 


Helps Ease Strain of Army Academics 





By CAPT. BARNEY OLDFIELD 


Ft. Benning, Ga., April 28. 

It’s not a musical comedy army 
being trained in these United States, 
but music and the attendant light- 
ness of heart that it brings are hav- 
ing a big place in the building. This 
comes from Lt. Bob Shackleton, one 
of the Infantry School officers here, 
who came from musicals on Broad- 
way into the army—he had juve 
leads in ‘Very Warm for May’ and 
others of like format. 

Shackleton, a handsome shavey, 
with a face browner than the dark- 
est Max Factor shade he ever used, 
arrived in the army more than a 
year ago via Ft. Dix, N. J., went 
through the officers’ candidate 
school, and is now retained as an 
assistant instructor in the machine 
gun school for other. classes of of- 
ficers. 

His remarks about music in the 
army are based on the fact that Ben- 
ning, the big Infantry post, has some 
30 sound trucks attached to the aca- 
demic department. Primary purpose, 
of course, is to amp the vocal chords 
and give volume to the gems of in- 
struction issuing from the lips of 
officer-teachers. This is necessary so 
the classes of 200 or more can hear 
over the wind which seethes through 
the Georgia pines, and the nearby 
firing of all kinds of guns on ranges. 

The p.a. system functions, how- 
ever, on other missions, and changes 
character on every 10-minute break, 
which is given after each hour of in- 
struction. 

Variety 

Now, after the experience of a few 
instructors in the value of music to 
lift men mentally and physically, 
nearly every one of the sound trucks 
carries a turntable, and a pack of 
platters. Music varies from the old 
army-approved things by John Phil- 
lip Sousa, Merle Evans (Ringling 
Bros.-Barnum & Bailey), and the 
Hollywood American Legion band, 
to the warmer and more popular 
recordings of Glenn Miller, Harry 
James, Woody Herman, Sammy 
Kaye and others of like stature. 

It may sound goofy, Shackleton 
Says, at least to people in civilian 
life who have their radios turned on 
all day and get numbed to the pres- 
ence of rhythm in their homes, but 
music of any kind—even the oldest 
and the most worn numbers—is aw- 
fully welcome to men who spend 
their days crawling in the dirt, and 
get headaches from the continual, 
etaccato fire of guns. 

If a lost traveler would find him- 
self down here in the Georgia pine 
‘woods, and suddenly hear ‘Begin the 
Beguine’ or the ‘Muskrat Ramble’ 
rolling over the horizon with all 
stops out, he needn’t think he had 
suddenly developed . belfry trouble. 
Tunes of that kind can be heard 
every day, and most instructors find 
it is the quickest way to erase evi- 
dence of strain from the faces of 
hard-driven men. 

Lt. Shackleton, to whom music and 
lyrics were stock in trade in the 
not-so-long-ago old days, says it’s 
amazing how many in the present 
officer school crop seem to pick up 
the value of music from their own 
personal reactions. He says he be- 
lieves a great many of them leave 
the infantry school bound for units 
with the intention of suggesting to 
whatever commanding officer they 
draw, that, insofar as it’s possible, 
the same technique be used. 

It is being done already in many 
places around the country where 
army posts are too small to have a 
band. Installation of p.a. systems 
have been made on many parade 
grounds. 

There probably isn’t a man in the 
school here who hasn’t bellyached 
about the constant repetition of 
numbers on the radio or by orches- 
tras when he was a civilian, but he 
now takes the same pieces over and 
Over again and is grateful for them. 

‘An old tune here,’ says Shackle- 
ton, ‘is one on a record which is 
worn so deep the needle is beginning 
to show through on the bottom side’ 


Popularity of Films 
By PVT. MEL ADAMS 
Fort Riley, Kans., April 28. 
Some 220,000 officer and soldier 
admissions to the War Department 
film theatre at the Cavalry Replace- 
ment Training Center here were 
made during the first year of its 
operation, completed on April 12. 
House seats 1,000 and is under di- 
rection of Capt. Lewis M. Hamby. 
Men of armed forces have their own 
set preferences, if observations made 





at the theatre during the past year by 
Sgt. Ernest L. Rubottom, assistant 
manager, may be considered typ- 
ical. Pictures with a military set- 
ting—comic or otherwise—rank tops 
with cavalry troopers, followed in 
order by musicals, mysteries and 
comedies. 

Sex is the order of the day in b. o. 
appeal for enlisted men. Any pic- 
ture whose trailer intimates the 
presence of loads of luscious ladies 
is bound to draw. Abbott & Costello 
are tops, followed in order by Gary 
Cooper, Betty Grable, Lana Turner, 
Gene Tierney and Hedy Lamarr. 
Cooper’s ‘Sgt. York’ drew 1,767 in 
one day (2 shows) for top magnet 
of the year. 


Payroll Deductions Aid 
H’wood’s Bond Showing 


Hollywood, April 28. 


Plan to swell dollywood’s pur- 
chase of War Bonds and stamps 
through payroll deductions has been 
put into effect with fuli cooperation 
pledged in all quarters. Studios, 
talent agencies, guilds and unions 
are contacting all members, workers 








| and clients to speed the work. Many 


have already signed up for 16% ear- 
marking of their pay for the pur- 
chase of bonds and stamps. 

Banks and studios are setting up 
special facilities for handling the 
maze of detail incidental to the 
weekly payroll deductions. 


N. Y. Canteen 


Continued from page 4 





air conditioning, but there is an air 
duct system which has been put in 
condition at comparatively moderate 
expense. 

Men familiar with cooling devices 
have advised against blowers, which 
force air over ice, experience being 
that the result is a manufactured 


rior less bearable than ordinarily. 
Planned to secure air conditioning 
units on a rental basis. Up to now 
the Canteen has been kept comfort- 
able by large high speed fans, 

Some of the servicemen are in for 
a surprise if plans of the Ziegfeld 
Club go through. Former ‘Follies’ 
girls are holding their annual ball 
and entertainment at the Waldorf- 
Astoria Saturday night (2). Sale of 
tickets has been disappointing, gen- 
eral excuse from persons solicited 
being that they cannot afford it. In 
such instances girls have asked that 
at least one ticket be bought. With 
such tickets paid for but not used it’s 
proposed that the best looking lads 
at the Canteen be chosen and invited 
to attend the Ziegfeld affair. Club 
will give 25% of the net proceeds to 
the American Theatre Wing. 

Four of Broadway’s musical shows 
played repeat appearances at the 





|Canteen to entertain the lads last 
week, along with a flock of enter- 
tainers, some accompanied by or- 
chestras. Those who appeared were: 
Zasu Pitts, ‘Lady in the Dark’ Co., 
Henrietta Cameron, Cyrena Gordon, 
Natalie Hall, Wilson and Steele and 
Edith Wilson, Beatrice Kaye, Lester 
Lanin band, Eleanor French, Allan 
Jones, Johnny Payne, Horace Bra- 
ham, ‘Best Foot Forward’ Co., 
Charles Bleilevens, Michael Fitz- 
Maurice, John Garfield, Jerry Lester, 
Gracie Barrie, Shep Fields orch, Miss 
Melbourne, Lanny Ross, Gracie 
Fields, Ailen Prescott, ‘Sons o’ Fun’ 
Co., Beverley Roberts, Linda Sage, 
Sheila Barrett, Leo Dryer orch, 
Lanny Ross, ‘Let’s Face It’ Co., Pau- 
lette Goddard, Jerry Sears Orch, 
Muriel Dickson, Harry Roberts, Mary 
Roche and Cal Jackson, Car] Kent, 
Angie Ratina band, Lenard Elliott 
and Carl Kent, Fred Utell, Hope 
Emerson, Eddie Flemingo, ‘Porgy & 
Bess’ Co., Karl Kent and Eddie Fla- 
mingo, Gwen Davies and Bob Tucker, 
Howard Twins, Ben Beri, Sgt. Roy 
Ross, Anna Case, Sylvie St. Clair. 
John Carter, Claire Anderson, 
Horace Brahem, Warren Hull, How- 
ard Lally orch, Barbara Perry, Ar- 
thur Murray dancers, Linda Sage, 
Penny Edwards, Alan Reed, Golden 
Gate Quartet, Acromaniacs, Cyril 
Smith, Gil Mason, Carl Kent, Marie 
Austin, Andre Koltay orch, Betty 
Bryant, Sid Prussian orch, Leonard 
Elliott, Charles King, Clyde Hager, 
Hazel Mangene Girls, Village Barn 





Co., Tony Ross, Del Sharbutt. 


humidity that would make the inte- ; 





NICK TO LEAVENWORTH 





Not a Model Enough Prisoner Like 
Clyde A. Weston 





St. Louis, April 28. 
John P. Nick, former czar of 
IATSE, Local No. 143, doing a five 
year jolt in a Federal jug for violat- 


ing the anti-racketeering act, has 
flopped as a model prisoner in the 
Terre Haute, Ind., hoosegow, for first 
offenders, and has been shipped to 
the Leavenworth, Kans., clink. Last 
Jan. 2 Nick and his first lieutenant 
Clyde A. Weston in the union en- 
tered the Terre Haute jug which pro- 
vides dormitories for the prisoners 
and is guarded by only four men. 

Last week it was learned here that 
Nick did not fit in with the prison’s 
first offender policy and 24 days later 
was shipped to the Kansas institution 
which harbors some of the most des- 
perate criminals in the U. S. At the 
Department of Justice office in 
Washington queries concerning 
Nick’s transfer were met with the 
answer that ‘he would fit in better 
with the general type of character 
there.’ 

Weston is reported te have been a 
model prisoner since entering Terre 
Haute and the separation of the two 
men is the first in many years. Both 
are eligible for release Sept. 8, 1945, 
subject to good behavior. 


WB’S SPECIAL SELLING 
ON ‘YANKEE DOODLE’ 


Same sales policy as prevailed for 
‘Sergeant York’ will apply for Warn- 
er’s ‘Yankee Doodle Dandy,’ with 
film sold on special engagements at 
percentage and _ increased prices, 
probably 50c matinee and 75c eve- 
nings. 

There is no intention to roadshow 
‘Dandy,’ althuugh some factions in 
Warners favor a twice-daily policy 
for the picture sn its Hollywood, 
N. Y., run starting May 29. Others 
are leaning toward a thrice-daily 
policy at increased admissions. 


UTWAC Offices 


Continued from page 4 























a temporary Talent Coordinating 
Committee. She’s secretary-treas- 
urer of the new UTWAC, with Bert 
Lytell, Equity prez, as president, and 
George Heller, of American Federa- 
tion of Radio Actors, v.p. 


Associated Actors and Artistes of 
America are temporarily financing 
the committee, but with adoption of 
a budget all of the other participat- 
ing groups, including agents, radio 
chains, Camp Shows, Inc., etc., are 
to pay part. 

Botsford Coordinator 


Meantime, Public Relations Com- 
mittee of United Motion Picture In- 
dustry named A. M. Botsford, 20th- 
Fox pub-ad chief, as coordinator of 
requests to major companies for tal- 
ent. He will work through the 
UTWAC, which in turn will take up 
requests with the Hollywood Victory 
Committee, the Coast coordinating 
group, or might send on a request 
directly to the Victory Committee. 
It’s not quite certain yet how this 
is to work out. 


Public Relations Committee, swing- 
ing into full-time activity with Glen- 
don Allvine installed as executive- 
secretary, also acted to prevent con- 
flict on tradeshows, other screenings, 
luncheons, social events, etc. Five 
Consent Decree companies have 
agreed to notify Allvine of sched- 
wled tradeshowings as soon as set, 
with every tradeshow. cleared 
througn his office. it will be a case 
of first come, first served, with elimi- 
nation of some past conflicts on trade 
screenings expected as a result of 
new arrangement. 

Public Relations Committee is dis- 
cussing various phases for the in- 
dustry in relation to periodicals, ra- 
dio and other media, but has decided 
on no definite campaign or plan of 
action. 

Allvine read a letter from Secre- 
tary of the Treasury Morgenthau ex- 
pressing gratitude for cooperation of 
the industry. Morgenthau said that 
men and women in the film busi- 
ness always had been most liberal 
with their time, money and services 
for every cause. 

Allvine was instructed by the 
committee to write a letter of appre- 
ciation to film fan magazines for 
gratuitously publishing in June is- 
sues a page ad, prepared by Donahue 
& Coe, pointing up morale function 
of the industry. 


Priorities On Honor Basis 
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manufacturers nd .- under the priority 


n-theatrical in- | try preferenc. 

dustries. system. 
Current agreeme:. is for an in-| Theatres will be permitted to. con- 

definite period, estimated by some 4s | tinue largely on a main’enance and 


around six months, but likely de- | repair basis. ‘0 steel or other es- 


ditions. It does not exempt theatres marquees or uprights. Theatres will 
and film producers frgm the Pro-/ not be able to get new seats in 
duction Requicements Plan under 


j e which any metal is used, air 7ton- 
which all industries now file re-| ditioning equipment or carpeting. 
quests for materials on a quarterly 


Understanding is that the manu- 
basis. Film producers will be able to 


: facture of carpet'ng has been dis- 
make only as many pictures as they | continued. 
get necessary materials fo.. since the 


: - In some quarters the enforced cur- 
WPB ruling coes not give the indus- tailment in theatre renovation is re- 


garded as a blessing in disguise. 
Opinion was expressed that mainie- 
nance departments, in order to 
justify their existence, have often 
made costly and unnecessary changes 
'in house fronts and in _ interior 
decoration. 





Reade’s Clearance Cut 





Reduction in clearance enjoyed by 
Walter Reade theatres in Asbury 
Park, N. J., on Warner and RKO pic- 
tures over the Liberty, an indepenc- 
ent house in Freehold, N. J., has been 
ordered by the Appeal Board of th é 
Seine’ Acnintien pag Mere Though able to convince the War 
plainant, operating the Liberty, Free- | P’oduction Board to lay aside pro- 
hold, sought to cut clearance from i4| P08¢4 rigid orders forcing reduced 
days in favor of Asbury houses to consumption of essential materials, 
one day. film producers will have to slice 


i their 1942-43 output as their con- 
Board ruled that maximum clear- | ¢pjpytion to the success of the war 


ance RKO and Warners may grant : 

program. Pledges given by the 
the Lyric, Asbury, over the Freehold | -5okesmen for the producing end of 
house shall be three days, and to the| th. industry will necessitate fewer 


Mayfair, Paramount and St, James, : 
Asbury, shall be seven, but not later cakes thn enerand Wee — 


than 30 days after the termination of ; , 
the first-run in New York City or, With the WPB notifying exhibitors 





Clampdown Postponed 
Washington, April 28. 


if picture has not played N. ¥., 30 | here will be virtually no new con- 
days after date of national release. 


struction and little renovating, the 
producer delegation hinted the fea- 
ture output probably may not ex- 
ceed 400. Compared with 540 last 
season, 


The ability of the producer con- 
tingent to persuade WPB officials to 
gals rounded up by the OSC for the | shelve for the present any restriction 
Saturday eve soirees. Officers may|commands does not mean the in- 
bring their own femmes or sit with | dustry will have complete freedom 
the hostesses, There’s also Harold |to decide its own method of reduc- 
Nagel’s ex-Stork Club orch and in- | ing consumption of materials in great 
termittent entertainment provided | demand for war purposes. 
cuffo by various celebs who are Film producers will be forced to 
rounded up by Danny Melnick, com-/| get WPB permission to buy desired 
pany manager of ‘Arsenic and Old| amounts of various items, especially 
Lace.’ film. Every important line of busi- 

Junior officers have been given | "€ss will be put under the ‘produc- 
the ‘forgotten man’ sobriquet be- tion requirements plan’ as quickly as 
cause virtually all the free enter-| details can be worked out. 
tainment provided for-the armed Theatres 
forces is exclusively for enlisted The necessity for stopping theatre 
men, or at least aimed for them|expansion and major improvements 
primarily. So the ensigns, second| was emphasized Wednesday (22) by 
lieutenants, etc., don’t get in On| WPB officials who addressed a dozen 
them, and on the other hand don’t | exhibitor representatives later named 
earn enough to regularly patronize | members of an advisory committee 
the better shows and niteries, Late| for this wing of the industry. Un- 
spot set up by the OSC thus cor-/ like the producers, the theatre op- 
responds to the American Theatre| erators cannot escape a _ stringent 
Wing’s Stage Door Canteen and its| order and already have been 
ticket service to.the Defense Recre- | hemmed in by the general ban on 
ation Committee’s free ducat dis- | construction. 
pensary for non-commissioned per- Loopholes in the present prohibi- 
sonnel, tion on building will be closed by 

Cut Rate Ducats specific ultimatums, it was _ indi- 

OSC is distributing 4,500 to 5,000; cated. As foreshadowed weeks ago, 
pasteboards a month. Those to legit| the exhibs will be put on a main- 
shows—and every manager is mak-|tenance-and-repair basis, which 
ing tickets available for every day,| probably will mean no new seats, 
including weekends—are sold atj| projectors, sound equipment, lights, 
half-price. Those for baseball and|screens, major jobs of painting, etc., 
other sports events are one-third| except when necessary to preserve 
price. They can be bought singly | properties or remedy breakdowns. 
or in pairs. Free tickets are avail-|If pressure eases, there may be some 
able for concerts, museums and/| provision for new houses in places 
other specialties. where the population has jumped 

Arrangement has also been made because of industrial activity or 
by OSC, of which Wall-streeter there is a big influx of service men 
Charles C. Auchincloss and Mrs, | 5¢¢king entertainment. 

Marshall Field are the guiding spir- The exhibitor advisory committee 
its, to give the officers a break in| comprises: Ed Kuykendall, Motion 
various niteries. By getting an in- | Picture Theatre Owners of America; 
troductory memo from the Commo-| Arthur H. Lockwood, Lockwood & 
dore headquarters the men have the| Gordon Enterprises, Boston; Wil- 
cover or minimum waived in some|liam F. Crockett, Virginia Theatre 
spots, while others take a percent- | Owners Association; Carter Barrow, 
age off the check. Washington district manager, Loew’s; 

Still another service rigged up|Simon Fabian, Fabian Theatres, 
by OSC is overnight accommoda-|New York; A. Rosenberg, National 
tions, including breakfast, for $2 at | Allied States Association; Joseph 
either the Yale or Princeton Club. | Bermhard, Warner Bros. New York; 
In a pinch, too, Auchincloss can ar- | Robert H. Poole, Pacific Coast Con- 
range to house the officers on a pay- ference; Claude Ezell, Northwest 
us-back-when-you-can basis, Highway Drive-In Theatre, Dallas; 


Paul Bei i 
Rules for the gals who hostess at oy ge Picea a igi ann a 


the Commodore nitery are designed Hall, Kaiser, W. Va.: and A. Fuller 


to prevent the officers running up 
wuwelevine and posiy eeabarress- Sams, Jr., the State, Statesville, N.C. 


ingly big checks. If, after dancing, 
an officer asks a femme to his table 
for a drink, she may go. Other- 
wise she’s to return to the tables 
set aside for the hostesses. After 
imbibing one drink, the gal is in- 
structed to make a determined move 
to leave. Only if there’s genuine 
insistence is she to remain at the 
table. And, unlike the Stage Door 
Canteen, where hostesses are abso- 
lutely forbidden to make dates with 
servicemen they meet there, OSC 
assumes no responsibility or no at- 





Jr. Officers’ Nitery 


Continued from page 4 





Strouds Reunite 


Claude and Clarence Stroud, work- 
ing ‘solo for more than two years, 
will team up again in a USO-Camp 
Shows, Inc., unit. ‘“hey’ll go out in 
one of the sum:ner snows around 
June 1, 


Both brothers have been working 
separately in CSI units, Claude re- 
cently returned from a tour of New- 
foundiand and has been out with 
other camp shows, Clarence is in 


titude about what happens after the| the ‘Happy Go Lucky’ unit which 








spot closes. 


closes this week after a winter tour. 








pending on general wartime con-| sential metals will be available for’ 
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“WHAT’S ARMY-NAVY RELIEF?” 


It’s the solace that kept our soldiers at Bataan knowing through dark days 
that their young ones, their loved ones at home would be quickly helped. 


It’s the comforting thought that softens the hardships of our men at sea, 
risking their lives on all the oceans of the world, assured that Mother 


| and the kids will have a friend. 


Army-Navy Relief won’t let them down. It acts fast. It’s ready in the 
pinches to feed hungry little mouths. The public is ready too. They’ve 
all got relatives, friends, sweethearts in service. 


Mr. Exhibitor, here’s something that the American heart understands. 
Please help us in the Army-Navy Emergency Relief drive during the week 
of May 14th-20th. Join the showmen of America, run the trailer, make 
audience collections. Every film company office, every studio, every 
Exchange Center is taking part. 


A pledge blank has been sent to you. Kindly sign it and mail to the 


address below at once so that the free trailer may be shipped to you. Your 
action speaks for you. It says: “I’m keeping faith with them. Count me in.” 


Motion Picture Industry Campaign, Nicholas M. Schenck, Chairman, Army and Navy 
Emergency Relief (War Activities Committee) Room 303, 1501 Broadway, New York City. 
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Film Writers Yen That Advancement 
To Director, Producer; Many Made It 








—. 


Hollywood, April 28. 
Recent successes of a few w.k. writ- 
ing names who have been graduated 
to producers, directors, or both is 


causing ambition to swell in the 
breast of practically every film scrib- 
bler in Hollywood. They all'see them- 
gelves as future Capras, DeMilles, et 
al. working independently of front 
office and turning out epics that 
combine art with boxoffice. If the 
move to make executives out. of 
top writers continues there will be 
no holding the typewriter peckers. 


One of the big reasons why mere 
writers see a larger goal is the re- 
cent mark made by John Huston as 
a director. After a number of years 
of turning out filmable scripts at 
Warners, studio tried Huston out 
as a director on the screenplay he 
had written for ‘The Maltese Falcon.’ 
The boxoffice response was proof 
that writers can be good directors 
so Huston next handled ‘In This 
Our Life’ as director only, and has 
just completed a third, ‘Across the 
Pacific.’ 


An even more recent example, but 
still to be proven at the boxoffice, 
is the desertion of Billy Wilder from 
the Paramount writing ranks to di- 
rect ‘The Major and the Minor.’ 
Wilder is getting his tryout on a 
high-budgeted feature starring Gin- 
ger Rogers after working on the 
script. Studio channels report ex- 
ecutives are pleased with the rushes 
so far and it looks like Wilder will 
shortly draw another assignment to 
direct instead of write. 


Par’s Preston Sturges 


Paramount, of course has Preston 
Sturges as proof of the writer-direc- 
tor question and is now broadening 
Sturges’ duties to include produc- 
tion. He is currently directing 
‘Triumph Over Pain,’ which he 
scripted, and at the same time is 
producing ‘I Married a Witch.’ 


At 20th-Fox there are a number 
of writers who have entered the 
production field either as producers, 
directors, or both. Executives like 
Lamar Trotti’s scripts so decided to 
try him out as an associate pro- 
ducer on ‘Thunder Birds.’ Oliver 
H. P. Garrett gets his first try as 
a director on an untitled story which 
he is scripting for Walter Morosco. 


Richard Macaulay holds a three- 
way ticket as writer-director-pro- 
ducer but hasn’t had a chance to 
show any but his writing wares at 
20th-Fox. Nunnally Johnson, who 
has been writing and producing for 
the studio for several years, is now 
looking over the directing field, 
probably aiming his first effort at 
‘The Light of Heart.’ This will make 
a three-way stint as Johnson is writ- 
ing and will produce the picture. 


Ben Hecht is another at 20th-Fox 
who is listed as writer-director-pro- 
ducer. First few months of the ticket 
were occupied with writing but he 
now has the producer assignment on 
‘Voyage to Nowhere’ but the di- 
rectorial future isn’t known yet. 


Robert Bassler almost comes in 
the classification of writers upped to 
producer - directors. He was for- 
merly associate story editor and then 
worked for a time with Robert Kane 
on latter’s productions before re- 
ceiving a producer assignment solo. 
His first was ‘My Gal Sal,’ recently 
completed, and he’ll be associate 
producer on ‘The Black Swan.’ 


U’s Bruce Manning 


Universal took Bruce Manning out 
of his writing office some months 
ago and tried him out as producer 
on ‘Back Street.’ Picture paid off 
and now Manning is going in for 
still larger productions, his latest 
being ‘Broadway,’ just completed. 
On the same lot George Waggner 
went from writer to director and 
producer and now alternates or 
holds down all three classifications 
at the same time. 


Warners jumped Jerry Wald to 
producer rank, letting him guide 
his script of ‘Navy Blues’ as his first 
chore with Jack Saper. Robert 
Buckner, who scripted ‘Yankee 
Doodle Dandy,’ has been upped to 
the producer ranks but is still await- 
ing that first assignment. Warners 
has Vincent Sherman under a 
writer-director-actor contract, a 
sort of ‘Orson Welles’ ticket that is 
short only the producer rating. 
Sherman’s activities have been con- 
centrated on directing, his latest 
being ‘The Hard Way.’ There was 
much fanfare recently at the sign- 
ing of Norman Krasna to a writer- 


U Sales Meet June 2-to-5 


Universal, the first company to 
decide on a national sales conven- 
tion, has scheduled it for June 2-5 
at the Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y., with 
Bill Scully, v.p. and general sales 
manager, presiding. Approximately 
250 will attend, including all district 
and branch managers, salesmen, 
bookers and office managers in addi- 
tion to homeoffice and studio execu- 
tives. 

U is presently working on details 
as to the number of pictures to be 
skedded for the 1942-43 season. 


M-G DROPS ITS 
SLIDING % IN 
MINN. 


Minneapolis, April 28. 
Because of general dissatisfaction 
and squawking among its independ- 
ent exhibitor accounts in this ter- 
ritory, Metro has abandoned its 
sliding seale plan here. It’s now 
taking a straight 40% of the gross 
for its percentage pictures, of which 
there have been only two so far. 
What caused the independents to 
set up a beef was the working out 
of the split in consequence of the 
M-G arbitfarily set control figure. 
It was charged that in practically 
every instance this control figure 
was ‘unfair’ and resulted in the com- 
pany winding up with 50%, or more, 
for its end. 


Seider Subs for Bux, Jr. 


Joseph M. Seider, whose Pruden- 
tial circuit covers most of Long Is- 
land, has agreed to assume operation 
of the Casino, Shelter Island, L. IL, 
for Harry S. Buxbaum, Jr., during 
latter’s absence in Atlanta, where he 
has been assigned to the U. S. Navy 
air base. Buxbaum is the son of 
Harry Buxbaum, metropolitan dis- 
trict sales manager for 20th-Fox at 
New York. 

Casino, Shelter Island, resort pic- 
ture house, has been operated by 
young Buxbaum from July through 
Labor Day for several seasons. 


























B’way Blackout 


Continued from page 2 














partly because it is usually the 
maid’s day off and people eat out, 
then go to theatres. It is also change 
day for many film theatres. ’ 





All houses, picture as well as legit, 
are prepared for the blackout, while 
among film circuits managers have 
been asked to check their curtains, 
lights, etc. In a number of houses 
inner boxoffices have been built and 
they as well as doormen or ticket 
takers will be covered by fluorescent 
paint. 

Bob Weitman, managing director 
of the Paramount, N. Y., and zone 
warden in the Times Square area, 
has sent a bulletin to 60 theatres in 
his zone concerning the blackout. 

Two important points, checked 
with police, are noted in the bul- 
letin. These are (1) that peopie on 
the street do not have to seek shel- 
ter and thus it is not necessary to 
admit them into theatre buildings 
and (2) that people in theatres who 
want to leave may do so if desiring. 
On an actual alert the opposite will 
be the case. 





director ticket, his first dual assign- 
ment being ‘Princess O’Rourke.’ 
Richard Whorf joined Warners 
some months back after a sucessful 
stay on the stage as writer-director- 
actor, but was only tried out as an 
actor. Studio passed up his last 
option and player is soon due to 
leave the lot for another studio on a 
deal now in the negotiating stage. 
Above writer-graduates cover the 
majority of recent promotions among 
the studios and as each obtains suc- 
cess in his new spot it makes those 
still sitting in front of a typewriter 
start looking all the harder for a 





crack at a three-way contract. 





‘Hidden Hunger’ (Swift) 
Going Out on Its Own 


With the War Activities Commit- 
tee refusing to sanction distribution 
through its channels of the in- 
structional film, ‘Hidden Hunger,’ its 
sponsors are offering it independ- 
ently to theatres throughout the 
country. Film, on nutrition, was 
made at the request of the Federal 
Security Agency by Film Associates, 
Inc., documentary makers, with the 
aid of the Rockefeller Foundation- 
supported American Film Center. 
Swift & Co., packers, footed the en- 
tire $40,000-$50,000 production cost, 
for which its entire plug consists of 
one line of acknowledgement at the 
end. 

Picture was made in Hollywood, 
with a professional cast headed by 
Walter Brennan. Hollywood pro- 
duction crew worked under Henwar 
Rodakiewicz nd Joe Krumgold, of 
Film Associates, both of whom for- 
merly worked in major studios. 
Short was highly praised in Time 
mag last week. 

WAC refused to distribute it on 
the contention the 21-minute picture 
is too long. Film Center thereupon 
sent out notices on its own that 
prints were available free. It claims 
about 1,000 playdates already set and 
is still hoping for a major release. 
It is handling the bookings itself un- 
til other arrangements can be made. 

Swift & Co. got into the picture 
when the FSA, headed by Paul V. 
McNutt, announced about a year ago 
that it wanted a picture made on 
nutrition. Swift and Standard Brands 
each guaranteed to underwrite one. 
SB’s is still in production by Wild- 
ing, industrial film makers. It hasn't 
been approved by the FSA yet. 

Non-theatrical 16 mm, prints are 
being held until at least next fall to 
give theatres plenty of playing time. 


W.R. FRANK STILL HOLDS 
OUT VS. WB ON % PIX 


Minneapolis, April 28. 

Among Twin City independent ex- 
hibitors the sole remaining really im- 
portant holdott on Warner Bros. 
now, because of percentage terms, is 
W. R. Frank, head of one of the ter- 
ritory’s largest and most prosperous 
indie circuits, Frank, who now is 
associated with William Dieterle in 
the production of pictures in Holly- 
wood, in addition to running his 
chain of theatres, insists his house 
‘can’t pay percentage.’ Local branch 
managers, who call him ‘the toughest 
of all buyers,’ claim that he fears the 
effect that percentage returns may 
have on his flat rentals. 


Most of the Twin City independ- 
ents, who quit their strike against 
percentage to buy Warners, will ful- 
fill their contracts with only one per- 
centage film in addition to ‘Sergeant 
York,’ the other being ‘Captains of the 
Clouds.’ While the contracts call for 
three, one may be cancelled. In most 
cases the third, ‘They Died With 
Their Boots On,’ already has passed 
its availability and is out. 


300G for ‘Moon’ 


Continued from page 2 





























are no restrictions on how soon the 
picture can be released, although 
the play has only started its Broad- 
way run. Usually there’s a time 
limit before which a film can’t be 
made from a play, allowing time for 
a Broadway s:d road run. In <his 
particular case, Steinbeck feels 
‘Moon’ has a propagandistic message 
and is anxious for as wide an audi- 
ence as possible, as quickly as pos- 
sible. Zanuck will start casting at 
once. 

The $300,000 paid is an all-time 
record flat price for a film story. 
Nearest approach to it and modern- 
day record holder was the $285,000 
Paramount paid earlier this season 
for ‘Lady in the Dark.’ All-time 
record-holder among authors for in- 
come from a film is Thomas Dixon, 
writer of ‘The Clansman,’ from 
which ‘Birth of a Naticn’ was made. 
He got 25% of the net, amounting to 
$1,250,000. 

‘Moon’ was published several 
months ago and has held steadily 
at the top of the best-seller Iist. 
Dramatization of the short book hit 
Broadway three weeks ago and got 
weak reaction from the critics, 


Ritter Changes Brands 


Hollywood, April 28. 

Universal signed Tex Ritter to gal- 
lop through seven westerns and one 
non-cowpoke feature for the 1942-43 
program. 

Ritter moves over from Columbia 
where he recently finished a series 
of sagebrushers. 


TRYINGTO WORK 
OUT N.Y. BOOTH 
CONTRACT 


Distributors and Local 306, Moving 
Picture Machine Operators of New 
York, have agreed to try to work out 
a deal covering boothmen in projec- 
tion rooms of homeoffices, ex- 
changes and newsreels, regardless of 
the 306-Loew litigation, which is 
pending in the courts. 

This litigation involves the appii- 
cation of Loew’s for a declaratory 
judgment in the face of a demand 
from Local 306 last December that 
Metro withhold films from independ- 
ent theatres in Greater N. Y. which 
do not employ 306 men. Threat was 
that, unless this were done, 306 
would call its operators out of the 
approximate 65 Loew theatres in the 
area. 


Threat of tieing up exchanges of 
all distribs selling the so-called non- 
union houses was raised at the same 
time, an echo of the strike that was 
pulled several years ago to cripple 
the ‘backrooms.’ Action of the Loew 
application for a declaratory judg- 
ment has slid in the courts and be- 
lieved on inside that the 306-Loew 
matter will ultimetely be forgotten 
about. 


The booth operators in exchanges, 
homeoffices and newsreels are de- 
manding a 15% incr®ase, but to date 
have not presented any demands re- 
lating to conditions. 

Operators are now getting $70 for 
a four-day week. Union is asking 
that the 15% boost be made retro- 
active to September, 1940, when the 
old agreement ran out. 

Seek Suit Dismissal 


Local 306 will apply to the N. Y. 
federal court May 5 to dismiss the 
suit against it by Loew’s, arguing 
that the Loew’s suit has insufficient 
facts to state a cause of action. 


Loew’s is seeking an injunction 
against the union claiming it had 
been notified to stop servicing film 
to all N. Y. theatres not employing 
306 men. This is a violation of the 
Sherman anti-trust act, the film com- 
pany claims, and it points out, 
should it fail to do as Local 306 
asks, and a strike be called by op- 
erators, Loew’s would lose $20,000,- 
000 yearly. 

















Fox Petitions 
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if he would tell his story and plead 
guilty, he would fare no worse than 
the others named in the indictments.’ 


Judge Herbert F. Goodrich as- 
serted that the Courts do not have 
to carry out the promises of ‘any of 
the prosecuting arms of the Govern- 
ment, for if they did they would be 
only a rubber stamp.’ 

U.S. Attorney Gerald A. Gleeson 
opposed Fox’s petition to change his 
plea. 

Fox is under $50,000 bail pending 
the outcome of-his appeal from -a 
sentence of a year and a day and 
$3,000 fine imposed in Federal Court 
when Fox pleaded guilty to the in- 
dictments. Judge Davis and Kauf- 
man who elected to stand trial were 
freed after two juries failed to agree 
and the Attorney General asked that 
the indictments against them be 
quashed. 


The charges grew out of Fox’s 
alleged ‘loans’ of $27,500 to Judge 
Davis while litigation growing out 
of Fox’s bankruptcy were pending 
in Davis’ court. 


$150,000 Script Suit 


Hollywood, April 28. 
Max Hoffman, Jr., is suing Marx 
Bros. and Metro for $150,000 alieg- 
ing his original screenplay, ‘Utopia 
City,’ was plagiarized for ‘Big Store.’ 
Metro execs and seven John Does 
also names in damage action. 








~ 





WIS. EXHIBS 
ANNI-TAX 
FRONT 


Milwaukee, April 28. 
Fearing new taxation assaults ag 
the war goes on, a closely knit organ- 
ization of Wisconsin exhibs has been 
perfected in the past week under the 
United Motion Picture Industry set- 





up to tesitt any attempt by pressure 


groups to foist any additional bur- 
dens upon the theatre business. 

Charles Trampe, Monogram pic- 
tures, representing the distributors; 
H. J. Fitzgerald, chief of Fox Wis- 
consin theatres; A. D. Kvool, head of 
Warner Bros. houses here, and Harry 
Perlewitz, business manager of the 
Independent Theatre Protective asso- 
ciation of Wisconsin and Upper 
Michigan, make up the central com- 
mittee under which state exhibs will 
present a united front. Supplement- 
ing their efforts are key men in all 
Congressionai districts (there are 10 
in Wisconsin), and each of these key 
men maintains close contact with all 
theatre operators in his district. 

It is pointed out that in World War 
No. 1, when exhibs were not organ- 
ized as they are today, they were the 
targets for all sorts of extra revenue 
producers—film or reel tax, national 
license fee, etc., and they paid and 
paid. It is to guard against revival 
of these and similar taxes, as well as 
any new crackpot ideas that may be 
cooking, that the theatre men are 
fortifying themselves. 

They will do anything they hu- 
manly can do to help win the war, 
but they do object, and strenuously, 
to being singled out as an industry to 
bear the brunt of tax attacks just be- 
cause some outsider gets an idea they 
have access to an inexhaustible gold 
mine. 


STATE OF MINN. MAY 
INHERIT A THEATRE 


Minneapolis, April 28. 

State of Minnesota now is in a fair 
way to become the owner of the 
defunct $2,000,000 4,000-seat Minne- 
sota theatre here because of unpaid 
taxes. Showhouse, operated by the 
Paramount circuit at one time, now 
is in voluntary bankruptcy and its 
trustees are suing Minnesota Amus. 
Co. (Paramount chain) and major 
film companies for large damages, 
alleging a conspiracy to deprive the 
theatre of pictures necessary for its 
operation, 

Owners of part of the ground have 
threatened to tear down the portion 
of the theatre on their tract be- 
cause of arrears in ground rental 
payments. 











Weeks’ Biggies for Mono 


Hollywood, April 28. 

Monogram contracted George W. 
Weeks to produce two special fea- 
tures in addition to the eight westerns 
already under pact for the 1942-43 
program. 

George Bronson Howard’s novel, 
‘The Black Book,’ will be filmed un- 
der the title, ‘Intelligence Bureau,’ 
as the first of the added pair. Second 
is a pioneer picture, ‘Pony Express 
Riders.’ 


Stars Are Shy 


Continued from page 1 


buyers of defense bonds, lest the 
public ask, ‘Why ain’t that healthy 
mugg in the Army?’ 

On the femme side, the players 
are ducking photographers in night 
clubs for fear of criticism about 
wasteful spending in an era of 
priorities. They are all willing to 
be shot in uniform as members of 
the various women’s war auxiliaries, 
but the femme uniform stuff has 
lost its novelty. Hollywood has 
abandoned its frivolous swimming 
pool parties and is using the water 
to raise Victory gardens, which are 
not photogenic, even when a mar- 
quee name in an ensemble of im- 
ported overalls is cultivating a row 
of lima beans, not knowing that the 
beans will grow up later as carrots. 

The overall stilis don’t go over 
any more with the mag and syn- 
dicate editors and go into the waste 
basket along with the uniform poses. 
Which may explain why there are 
so many recruits for the Signal 
Corps. 
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CINEMAS BALLY 
‘G0 TO CHURCH 


CAMPAIGN 


St. John, N. B., April 28. 

‘The Church Is The Hope Of The 
World . . . Go To Your Church 
Regularly’, is the theme of a 
novel and unprecedented campaign 
launched by the seven film theatres 
of St. John. The drive, in behalf of 
consistent attendance at all church 


services, regardless of denomination, 
was started with a half-page adver- 
tisement in a local daily. Inserted 
on the theatre advertising and pub- 
licity page. 

Tangible reasons for participating 
in services in the local churches 
were cited in the text. Basically, it 
was urged that victory in the pres- 
ent war would be impossible on ma- 
terial strength alone. Spiritual power 
would be necessary to assure tri- 
umph, The people were urged to 
‘bow their heads to God, and in that 
act of humbleness to find strength 
to hold their heads up proudly 
against whatever foe may come’. 


In addition to the newspaper ad- 
vertising, screen slides are being 
used. Even lobby notices. 


The joint effort is by Famous 
Players Canadian Corp.’s Capitoi; 
Franklin & Herschorn’s Mayfair and 
Regent; F. G. Spencer’s Strand; St. 
John Amus, Co.’s (Demerson & Vas- 
sis) Empire; W. R. Golding’s Com- 
munity; Sprague Bros.’ Gaiety. The 
names of the seven theatres have 
been linked with the special adver- 
tising, but no religions or churches 
were mentioned. 


ANTI-BLUE LAW FIGHT 
IN MISS. CONTINUES 


Memphis, April 28. 
Mississippi’s Sunday film fight con- 
tinued unabated this week as mana- 
ger Henry Seel of the Paramount, 
Jackson, the state capitol, was ar- 


rested and fined $50 in city police 
court a third time for attempting to 
operate on the Sabbath. 


This latest fine, like the two pre- 
vious ones, was appealed to Hinds 
County Court, where Seel will be 
tried by & jury. Meanwhile, how- 
ever a county magistrate’s court ac- 
quitted Robert Hess, manager of the 
Drive-In theatre, of law violation 
charges in connection with his Sun- 
day opening. Whereupon Seel had 
himself arrested in the same county 
court and duly acquitted, a fact 
which he hopes to use in his defense 
on the city charges. 


Ironically enough, even as Seel 
was undergoing his third arrest, the 
Jackson baseball team of the South- 
eastern League was opening its sea- 
son without interference, although 
technically baseball as a public exhi- 
bition is as much a violation of the 
state’s 120-year-old blue statute as 
motion pictures. Policemen, usually 
much in evidence at all baseball 
games, were conspicuous by their 
absence. 














BOSTON 


(Continued from page 10) 


“Almost Married’ (U) (2d wk). Point- 
ing to $15,000, good. First week, $25,- 
000, terrific. 


Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367; 30-40- 
44-60)—‘Captains Clouds’ (WB) and 
alias a (2d wk). Will 

aroun ,000, good. First ’ 
$70,000, yong go irst week 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 30-40-44- 
50-55-60 )—‘I nvaders’ (Col) and 
Blondie’s Blessed Event’ (Col). 
Around $19,000 indicated, excellent. 
~ast week, ‘Bugle Sounds’ (M-G) and 
soe aenins Virginian’ (M-G), dual, 





Paramoumt (M&P) (1,800; 30-40- 
#4-60)—‘Larceny, Inc.” (WB) and ‘Fly 
y Night (Par), okay $12,000. Last 
week, Mr. Bug’ (Par) and ‘Sleepy- 
ime Gal’ (Rep), $7,000, poor. 
— (Loew) (3,600; 30-40-44-50-55- 
Blea yaders’ (Col) and ‘Blondie’s 
pitssed Event (Col). Good $15,500 
a t week, ‘Bugle Sounds’ (M-G) and 

anishing Virginian’ (M-G) $14,300. 
qgueanelux (Translux) (900; 17-35- 
Bean et as They Come’ (U) and 
er (UA) (revival). Aiming 
at $3,500, good. Last week, ‘Ellery 
Queen (Col) and ‘Coast Guard’ (Col) 
revival), ditto. 





Day-Dating Alert 


Los Angeles, April 28. 

One general system for notifi- 
cation of air raids and blackouts 
has been adopted by every place 
of public amusement in Los 
Angeles through the Theatre 
Defense Bureau, which has 
established a 24-hour switch- 
board capable of flashing the 
alarm all over town in three 
minutes. 

System will be hooked up with 
more than 700 theatres, bowling 
alleys, night clubs, dance halls 
and other amusement spots with 
. tt capacity of more than 


9 P.M. Shopping For 
Cleve. Defense Workers 
A Break for Theatres 


Cleveland, April 28. 

Decision of merchants to keep 
their department stores open three 
hours later every Monday night, for 
the benefit of war industry workers, 
is being regarded as a windfall by 
main-stem exhibitors to whom that 
night always had been a dead duck. 


Change in store hours to 9 p.m. 
on Mondays for the summer, start- 
in this week, is expected to have three 
results: (1) Workers in Cleveland’s 
key defense plants, who are not able 
to come downtown during days, will 
have a chance to do their shopping 
in the evening; (2) peak loads on the 
overtaxed street-car system will be 
leveled off by the wartime stagger- 
ing of employment hours; and in- 
directly (3), revamped theatre time 
skeds for last shows will give Mon- 
day industrial shoppers an oppor- 
tunity to catch up on their movies. 

Instead of dropping vaudeville, as 
it usually does in summer, there are 
reports that the RKO Palace may 
continue stage attractions through- 
out the dog-days for the first time 
in five or six seasons. 

The legit Hanna, seeing how the 
theatrical winds are blowing, will 
probably take a flyer in summer 
stock. Sol Heller, who runs a ticket- 
selling bureau, is scouting around for 
such a project. Loew’s local opera- 
tors are getting more nibbles from 
New York syndicates that would like 
to lease the old legit Ohio, closed for 
three years, but it would cost a for- 
tune to get the house into shape 
again. 


KANSAS EXHIBS IN 
24TH ANNUAL MEET 


Kansas City, April 28. 


Kansas Missouri Theatre Associa- 
tion stages its 24th annual conven- 
tion at the Phillips Hotel here to- 
day (Tuesday) and Wednesday (29), 
Sked calls for biz sessions on both 
days under direction of president 
R. R. Bichele, along with election of 
officers. 

Speakers include Ed Kuykendall, 
national prexy of the MPTOA; El- 
mer Rhoden, Fox Midwest Theatres 
Corp. divisional chief who is chair- 
man of the War Activities Commit- 
tee for this district; Byron Spencer, 
KMTA legal advisor, explaining 
Kansas state law covering music tax 
associations, particularly ASCAP; H. 
J. Griffith, on sales of defense stamps 
and bonds; Dan M. Wee, collector 
of internal revenue; Jay Parker, at- 
torney-general for State of Kansas, 
and Dave Palfreyman, Hays office 
rep. 

Besides Biechele, 1941 officers in- 
clude Tommy Edwards, Eldon, Mo., 
v.p.; Fred Meyn, K. C., secretary- 
treasurer; Clarence Schultz, K. C.; 
J. E. Pennington, Topeka; Homer 
Strowig, Abilene; Rex Barrett, Co- 
lumbia, Mo.; Frank Cassell, St. Jo- 
seph, Mo., and George Harttmann, K. 
C., members of the board of direc- 
tors. 


Reade Settles City, 
N. Y., Suit for $3,500 


Walter Reade’s suit for $160,000 
against City ‘Theatre Corp., operators 
of the City theatre on 14th street, 
N. Y., was settleo aud discontinued 
Friday (24) as it vas about to go to 
trial before Justice Morris Eder in 
N. Y. supre:ne court. Action was 
settled for $3,100. 

Reade had sued on an oral con- 
tract granting 1im the right to oper- 
ate the City. He was discharged in 
1939 after having operated it since 
1934. 





























TOURISTS SURE 
USE UP LOTS 
OF FILM 


Detroit, April 28. 

Recent restrictions on the trans- 
portation of exposed camera films 
from this country and the resultant 
jam of motion picture and _ still 
cameras has resulted in the Amer- 
ican customs inspectors here having 
installed a special ‘dark room’ in 
the Detroit office. 


Recent weekend saw 85 cameras, 
mostly movie, impounded by the 
customs men for departing Amer- 
icans who did not want to destroy 
films they had taken in this coun- 
try. The ruling was put in to pre- 
vent pictures of possible military 
objectives in this country from 
falling into enemy hands. 


Because of the large collection 
of cameras here on an ordinary 
weekend, the customs inspectors 
are installing a larger, special 
room for the anticipated accumula- 
tion during the tourist season. Any 
traveler who has taken pictures on 
this side of the border must either 
destroy the film or have the cam- 
era impounded before crossing in- 
to Canada. Arrangements are 
made either for the tourist to pick 
up the camera on his return or to 
have it shipped—collect—to his 
home in this country. 


The biggest surprise was on the 
amount of film footage which the 
ordinary fan uses. Most of those 
whose movie cameras were im- 
pounded left with them from 200 
to 300 feet of raw film, with one 
amateur parking 800 feet of film 
with his camera. 


SMALL TRADINGS IN 
RKO AND LOEW STOCKS 


Washington, April 28. 

Minor dabbling in film stocks was 
recorded in the belated monthly 
summary of the Securities & Ex- 
change Commission Friday (24). 
Delayed because of its enforced 
shift from Washington to Philadel- 
phia, due to the congestion among 
federal agencies at the Capital, the 
SEC came forward with figures for 
February transactions on the stock 
exchange. These include consider- 
able purchasing of Radio-Keith-Or- 
pheum stock and vacillating trans- 
actions on the part of Loew’s, Inc., 
and its officers, 


The American Co., of Jersey City, 
—holding company of RKO—bought 
2,900 shares of $1 par common stock 
in RKO, bringing its holdings up to 
290,130 shares. Another RKO hold- 
ing company, Atlas Corp., added 400 
shares of 6% convertible preferred 
stock of the company to its previous 
nest-egg, for a total of 51,571 shares. 
Atlas also was listed as beneficial 
owner of 981,323 shares of $1 par 
common and 327,812 warrants for 
common at the end of February. 

Vice-president J. Robert Rubin, of 
Loew’s, Inc., dropped 800 shares 
common no par value stock in the 
company, during February, to reduce 
his holdings to 13,615 shares. At 
the same time, Loew’s, Inc., picked 
up 33 shares of $25 par common 
stock in Loew’s Boston Theatres, 
New England subsid, to bolster its 
interest in the Boston company to 
a juicy 119,017 shares. 


RCA Film Division Shifts 


Philadelphia, April 28. 

Edward C. Cahill, manager of 
RCA Mfg. Company’s motion pic- 
ture division, yesterday announced 
these promotions in its Hollywood 
and New York studios: 

Barton Kreuzer, named manager 
of RCA film recording sales, replac- 
ing Ralph B. Austrian, who went to 
WPB. Hollis D. Bradbury, former 
chief engineer, appointed manager 
of the New York film recording 
rental agency. 


Chaplin to RKO in K. C. 


Kansas City, April 28. 
United Artists and Loew’s could 
not agree on terms for Chaplin’s 
‘Gold Rush,’ and film has been sold 
away from the Midland, Loew house 
here, to the RKO Orpheum. 
First time this has happened on a 

















'UA release in several years. 

















so far, although number of others 
are on the way. Results of pressure 
in Boston was evidenced by the $20,- 
000 in the poke last Thursday and 
$55,000 on Monday. Goal, with show 
set for the Garden there Friday (1), 
is $75,000. Philadelphia on Monday 
had $14,000 of the $28,000 capacity 
of its Convention Hall sold for Sat- 
urday’s (2) performance. 


Last minute changes in the cast 
saw Spencer Tracy forced out by 
Hollywood commitments, but Cary 
Grant, who was first in and then out, 
back in. Laurel and Hardy have 
also changed their schedule to enable 
them to go. 


10-Car Special Entourage 


Company left Hollywood Sunday 
(26) on a 10-car Santa Fe special, 
with a chorus of eight starlets in ad- 
dition to the 22 name performers; 14 
musicians, three press agents, three 
hairdressers, two wardrobe women, 
two wardrobe men and three as- 
sistants. They arrive in Washington 
this morning (Wednesday), hold a 
rehearsal at the Willard hotel this 
afternoon and a dress rehearsal at 
Loew’s Capitol theatre, where the 
show will play, at midnight tonight. 


Show has been produced by Mark 
Sandrich with assistance of Arthur 
Jackobson and Al Fisher and with 
Danny Dare directing dance rou- 
tines. Ken Thomson and Charles K. 
Feldman are co-company managers, 
P.a.’s are Frank Seltzer, Andy Kelly 
and Connie Krebs. Barrett C. Kies- 
ling is in advance. Milt Gross has 
provided the sets. Music is in hands 
of Al Newman, who is bringing 14 
of his own men. They will be aug- 
mented by local musicians. 


The Show 

Here’s how the two-act show runs 
off: 

Overture by Newman, followed by 
chorus of starléts singing special 
numbers by Arthur Schwartz and 
Frank Loesser. Bob Hope comes on 
as emcee, joins girls in last refrain 
and takes over with monolog about 
the cross-country trip. Desi Arnaz 
sings ‘Babaloo,’ closing with a Conga 
drum number. 

Groucho Marx and Olivia de 
Havilland are next in a_ sketch, 
‘Who's Olive?’ Joan Blondell does a 
specialty about.a girl who wants to 
do a striptease and can’t. Bert Lahr 
and Cary Grant follow with a sketch, 
after which Charlotte Greenwood does 
her- comedy specialty. Claudette 
Colbert and Hope do a skit, followed 
by Groucho Marx in a sketch titled 
‘Lydia.’ Frances Langford does two 
numbers and an encore, followed by 
Charles Boyer in a skit, ‘The Last 
Class,’ and a talk. Lahr repeats with 
his ‘Woodman’ specialty, followed by 





H’wood Caravan in Wash. 


Continued from page 3 ——— 








Merle Oberon, Ray Middleton 
brings the first section to a finale 
with the singing of ‘The Son of a 
Gun Who Picks on Uncle Sam,’ 
backed up by the chorus of starlets. 
Latter comprise Katherine Booth, 
Alma Carroll, Frances Gifford, Elyse 
Knox, Marie McDonald, Fay Mc- 
Kenzie, Juanita Stark and Arleen 
Whelan. 


Newman’s cove. ture opens second 
act, followed by bit between Hope 
and Jerry Colonna. Miss Colbert 
and Frank McHugh follow in air raid 
warden _ sketch. James Cagney 
comes on with vocal of ‘Yankee 
Doodle Dandy,’ winding up with 
heofing routine to ‘Grand Old Fiag,’ 
accompanied by starlets. Joan Ben- 
nett, Olivia de Havilland and Miss 
Blondell go into a turn about ladies 
in uniform, followed by Rise Stevens 
singing ‘Samson and Delilah,’ ‘My 
Hero’ and “The Moon Is Down.’ In 
succeeding sketch, ‘So Long Sam,’ 
are Misses Oberon, Colbert and de 
Havilland, and Messrs. Boyer, Hope, 
Marx, Colonna, Cagney and Lahr. 


Next on are Groucho Marx and a 
chorus of nurses in the skit, ‘Dr. 
Hackenbush.’ Pat O’Brien and 
McHugh do a skit, ‘We'll Be Back,’ 
and Eleanor Powell follows with a 
hoofing routine. ‘Sweater Boy’ 
utilizes the entire male cast, and 
Hepe and Colonna encore with ‘Life 
with Mussolini” Hope gives out 
with farewells, bringing out the en- 
tire company for the finale, with 
Middleton leading massed voices in 
‘Keep the Light Burning Bright.” On 
second chorus Miss Powell enters 
decked out in red, white and blue, 
symbolizing Uncle Sam. 


Complete itinerary takes in Wash- 
ington, Boston, Philadelphia, Cleve- 
land, Detroit, Chicago, St. Louis, St. 
Paul (matinee), Minneapolis, Des 
Moines, Dallas, Houston and San 
Francisco in that order, winding up 
May 19. 





Want U.S.-Made Giveaways 


Detroit, April 28. 

Here is the newest of beefs on 
giveaways. 

Those faithful writers of letters to 
the editor now have hopped on the 
prizes being given away at theatres, 
amusement parks and _ carnivals, 
Here is a typical one: 

‘I don’t enjoy paying good Ameri- 
can money to be awarded a prize 
that is stamped ‘Made in Japan.’ 
This happened to me twice recently. 
I think theatres and concessionaires 
should be forced to get rid of all 
these Jap and German-made prizes 
and give American-made products 
for good American money,’ 
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Smiles At Danger, No Doubt 
Hollywood, April 28. 
New Universal serial, ‘The Ad- 
ventures of Smiling Jack,’ draws 
Lew Collins as co-director with 
Ford Beebe under a new contract. 
Cliffhanger starts May 4, with Jack 





Gross producing. 
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}) 1,000 Mexican Announcers Must 
Pass Test of Fitness; Without 


License They Cannot Broadcast 





Be Mexico City, April 28. 
4 Examinations to determine the pro- 
: fessional fitness of radio announcers 
to enjoy the privilege have been or- 
dered for next month by the Minis- 
try of Communications, The latter 
is reported anxious to raise the ar- 
tistic level of Mexican announcing. 
Some 1,000 persons are thought to 
earn their living at the microphone 

The implications of the whole ex- 
amination idea are causing much dis- 
cussion. In licensing announcers on 
a basis of their ability to pass a 
bureaucratic-devised and bureau- 
cratic-judged test the Ministry as- 
sumes the right to deprive any an- 
nouncer of his credentials and live- 
lihood. All have been informed that 
they continue for the time being ‘on 
trial.’ 

Mexico has interested itself in who 
speaks over the air before now. News 
commentators of the Raymond Gram 
Swing and Gabriel Heatter types are 
unknown here and probably unthink- 
able. Strict neutrality in newscast- 
ing is officially demanded, although 
the Government’s own stations have 
not necessarily applied the same rule 
to their own interests. 

The one benefit of the May exam- 
finations is that announcers who pass 

i it will get permanent licenses. Much 
# in the manner of doctors admitted to 
practice so long as they avoid the 
oi law’s disapproval. 
Not reported is whether the total 
mumber of announcers will be kept 
to an arbitrary number, thereby aid- 
ing those who qualify and protecting 
them from newcomers. 


WAX YS. LIVE 
IS CHECKED 


Young & Rubicam agency has just 
completed an extensive coincidental 
survey to determine the size of the 
listening audience for the recorded 
versions of ‘The Aldrich Family’ as 
distinguished from the listeners of 
the same show’s live broadcasts on 
NBC Thursday nights. A similar re- 
search job will be done in connection 
with the recorded ‘versions of the 
Burns & Allen Swan Sodp program 
which are currently cleared over 179 
stations of the Keystone Network. 

The probe in the case of the B& A 
recordings will seek to find out 
what the tune-in results have been, 
both live and recorded, under vari- 
ous station coverage conditions. These 
will include umbrella areas, or com- 
munities that fall within the signal 
of a high-powered outlet, second- 
ary areas likewise receiving the orig- 
inal and disked versions, and those 
particular areas where the recorded 
version is broadcast in the afternoon. 












so aa so a kb 
De hengerees sar eulaamece areal t 


ee eee 
— ee 
Fe aS OTS 








ee: 


Longe GEES ne EE 


oe pak 


yeni 
cat. 


See | ee 


pao abepaitee yo 





The Germans, with the consent of 
the Spanish Ministry of propaganda, 
are building a radio station in Spain. 

f j It is a 120 kilowatt medium, 40 kilo- 

i watt shortwave station at Arganda, 
Ger- 
a man engineers are working on it 
_ | now. 


about 30 miles from Madrid. 





Oysters and You, Dear 





Starting Friday (1), WJZ, New 
York, is dropping its station- 
break identification, ‘The blue~« 
point on your dial.’ Idea is that 
there is no ‘R’ ia May, so oysters 
are out. 

New slogan will be, ‘This is 
WJZ, the bright spot on your 
dial.’ 


Don Stauffer Succeeds 
Lawton Campbell, R. & R., 
As Latter Joins U.S. Army 


Don Stauffer has left the A. & S. 
Lyons office to become director of 
radio for the Ruthrauff & Ryan 
agency. He takes over from C. Law- 
ton Campbell, who has obtained a 
commission in the U. S. Army. Stauf- 
fer will join Campbell in Hollywood 
Monday (4) to go over the agency’s 
local program operations. Campbell 
will then enter the service, while 
Stauffer will remain on the Coast for 
two or three weeks. S. Heagan 
Bayles continues as co-ordinator of 
R. & R.’s radio department. 


For Stauffer it is a return to a type 
of job that he gave up about three 
years ago to become a seller instead 
of a buyer of talent. For five years 
prior to 1939 Stauffer was co-director 
of radio with Bill Stuhler of the 
Young & Rubicam agency. Stuhler 
quit Y. & R. to go with Lyons, and 
after an interval Stauffer joined him 
in that organization. 

Stauffer’s immediate task on his 
new job is the picking of a half-hour 
program each for Rinso and Life- 
b 


BILL ROBSON LEAVES 














LENNEN & MITCHELL |® 





Bill Robson is out of Lennen & 
Mitchell as director of radio, and is 
devoting all his time to work for the 
Office of Emergency Management, 

Richard Digges, who was his as- 
sistant at L. & M., is acting head of 
the department. 


CAMPANA FOLDS SERIES 


‘First Nighter’ Off on Glycerine 
Priorities Situation 
Campana Sales Co. folds its ‘First 
Nighter’ series on CBS with the Fri- 
day, May 29, broadcast. 
Account is going off a little earlier 
than usual because of the glycerine 
priority situation. 








Griffin Renews O’Haire 
Schenectady, N. Y., April 28. 
Griffin Company (shoe polish) has 
renewed Gene O’Haire 10-minute 
morning program six days weekly 
via WGY, Schenectady. 
Bermingham, Castleton & Pierce 
is the agency. 





CBS Audition Ducats Passed Out 


Among Sightseers on NBC Tour’ 





Staff of the Ed Wolfe office (free- 
lance producers) last Wednesday 
(22) recruited an audience at NBC 
for an audition that was being put 
on in a CBS studio. The program 
ay auditioned was a half-hour version 
 : of ‘The O’NeilJs.’ 

Some time before the period for 
the audition the men from the Wolfe 
office stationed themselves in the 
corridors of the RCA building and as 
each NBC-guided tour came to an 
1B end they passed among the tourists 
ea and handed out tickets. 





i K¥FBI, Wichita, Kas., had Dorothy 
? Lamour as guest Sunday (26) when 
' it joined U. S. Treasury Department 


ae in opening local victory pledge 


ane campaign, 





Fannie Brice, Morgan 
Vacation, But Separately 


Maxwell House coffee show Thurs- 
day nights on NBC-Red (WEAF) 
from Hollywood will remain on the 
air over the summer, with Fannie 
Brice and Frank Morgan taking six- 
week vacations, but at different 
times. Others of the cast will con- 
tinue, with guest names brought in 
each week to fill for Miss Brice or 
Morgan. 

Beginning with the June 4 broad- 
cast, another General Foods product 
(Post Toasties) will sponsor the 
series, instead of Maxwell House. 
Same date will start Miss Brice’s va- 
cation. Benton & Bowles is the 
agency. 





COL. JIM HEALEY 


Ace news commentator, analyst 
and poet - philosopher. Currently 
sponsored nightly 10:50-11 p.m., 
WTRY, Troy. 

Available for sponsorship WGY 
6:05-6:15 p.m. nightly except Sun- 
day, immediately following Esso 
news bulletins. Rates are right— 
this is one helluva fine buy! Write 
or wire Col, Jim Healey, 5 Turner 
Place, Albany, N. Y. 


Darrell V. Martin 
Faces More Grief 


Over Radio Mag 


Pittsburgh, April 28. 
New charges against Darrell V. 
Martin, former radio editor of the 
Sun-Telegraph and the Post-Gazette, 








brought his brother, Donald Martin, 
into the case in which Martin is ac- 
cused of fraud in the sale of stock 
for the purpose of publishing a Pitts- 
burgh radio magazine. Detectives 
went before Alderman A. M. 
Maloney with new information, 
charging the Martins with con- 
spiracy to cheat and defraud. The 
ex-radio columnist last week waived 
a hearing on accusations of false 
pretense in the disposition of $2,000 
allegedly obtained from Mr. and Mrs. 
Roy Claypool of New Kensington, 
a. 
The new information said that 
Martin placed the $2,000 in a postal 
savings account with his brother, 
who is employed as a postal savings 
clerk, and drew out the money a 
month later. Donald Martin is listed 
as treasurer of the magazine com- 
pany. Also understood that Martin 
had sold hundreds of cash subscrip- 
tions to his proposed publication, 
first issue of which had been prom- 
ised a year ago, to radio people, 
musicians and performers locally. 





FAKE CHINESE 


FTC Orders Chen Yu Nail Polish Be 
More Accurate 








Washington, April 28. 

Gullible knob-twisters who are 
partial to pink-tipped fingernails 
were warned last week by the Fed- 
eral Trade Commission when the 
Chicago firm, Associated Distribu- 
tors, Inc., was told to stop represent- 
ing itself over the radio and in print- 
ed ads as putting out nail polish 
originating in China. 

Product of the company—‘Chen 
Yu Nail Lacquer’—is not of Chinese 
‘origin, formula or manufacture,’ 
Commish declared, and is not chip- 








proof, or crack-proof. It’s made _in 
the VU. S. : 

‘These representations, which the 
complaint charges are misleading 
and deceptive, allegedly are fur- 
thered by the respondent’s use of the 
trade name ‘Chen Yu’ accompanied 
by Chinese letters or symbols or de- 
pictions of Chinese art,’ the FCC 
explained. 

Twenty days were given the re- 
spondent to answer the complaint. 





W. J. Preston’s Assistants 
Chicago, April 28. 

Change in program set-up at 
WBBM announced by Walter J. 
Preston, CBS midwest program di- 
rector, effective May 1. 

Harry Eldred, WBBM sales-pro- 
gram co-ordinator, becomes Assist- 
ant Program Director in charge of 
commercial programs. Stuart Daw- 
son assumes title of Assistant “Pro- 
gram Director in charge of sustain- 
ing programs, 


were revealed here over the week- | 
end by county detectives, who also/ 





Blunt-Speaking Editor Calls Radio 
Step-Child in Newspaper Family 





Commentator Gag 





PM of New York carried a 
cartoon yesterday .Tuesday) 
showing a business meeting. The 
chairman says: 

‘What we need is a commenta- 
for who can glide imperceptibly 
from the Russian front to 
pickles.’ 


Pristine Justified For 
Restoration of Burned-Out 
Goldsboro, fi. C., Station 


Washington, April 28. 

Permission to reconstruct burned- 
out station at Goldsboro, N. C., was 
granted priorities for equipment 
by the Federal Communications 
Commission, 

Station WGBR, Eastern Carolina 
Broadcasting Co., Inc., which was 
‘completely destroyed by fire’ March 
24— with the exception of the an- 
tenna and ground = system -— was 
needed for rebuilding in order that 
17,274 listeners could once again re- 
ceive primary service. 

‘The restoration of this service will 
require the use of materials for 
which priority ratings are required 
and have been obtained,” Commish 
acknowledged. ‘All of the necessary 
equipment is available to the appli- 
cant and will be delivered within the 
next 30 days with the exception of 
frequency and modulation monitors, 
which can be delivered in from four 
to six weeks.’ 


BERGEN VACATIONS FOR 
8 WEEKS AFTER JULY 1 


The Edgar Bergen program (Chase 
& Sanborn Coffee) will be retired 
from NBC following the July 1 
broadcast for a period of eight weeks. 

‘True or False’ (Williams Shaving 
Cream), also handled by the J. Wal- 
ter Thompson agency, folds after 
June 30, and the question of return- 
ing it to the Blue in the fall has yet 
to be settled. 


‘LINCOLN HIGHWAY’ TO FADE 


- 





























Shinola Hiatus Begins June 
Jones, Pickens, Kyser Booked 





‘Lincoln Highway,’ Saturday morn- 
ing dramatic series on NBC-Red 
(WEAF) for Shinola, will take ‘a 
summer layoff after the June 6 
broadcast. Length of the hiatus 
hasn’t been determined definitely, 
but it will probably be six or eight 
weeks, bringing the show back July 
18 or Aug. 1. 

Allan Jones and Jane’Pickens ap- 
pear on Saturday’s (2) edition, a 
musical. Kay Kyser guests the fol- 
lowing week (9) in a straight com- 
edy. 

Theodora Yates directs and the 
scripts are free-lanced. Bert Prager 
casts it for Benton & Bowles. 





San Antonio—Florence Larmee has 
joined the staff of station KABC, 
replacing Mrs. Pat Moody. Miss 
Larmee will have charge of the traf- 
fic department under Tommy Rey- 
nolds, KABC program director. 





Madison, April 28. 

When the League of Wisconsin 
Radio Stations met here at the Madi- 
son club to promote closer coopera- 
tion for the general welfare, its 
members got what some of them 
considered a slap in the face from 
William T. Evjue, editor of The Cap- 
itol Times, which, with The Madi- 
son Journal, operates WIBA, local 
NBC outlet. Evjue asserted the suc- 
cess of the newspapers was the pri- 
mary objective, with radio relegated 
to a position of secondary impor- 
tance. 

Evjue, who himself does a Sunday 
afternoon commentator program on 
WIBA, said The Times acquired its 
interest in the station as a form of 
insurance and to remove the pos- 
sible threat of Competition from a 
rival medium, but regarded the radio 
connection merely as an adjunct to 
the newspaper business. He also 
expressed the opinion that if the 
FCC really did anything about the 
oft talked about divorcement of 
newspapers and radio stations the 
ruling would not be a blanket inhi- 
bition, but applied only in such cases 
as were considered on their individ- 
ual merits. 

While the editor’s talk was a jolt 
for many radio execs at the meet- 
ing, it apparently met with the ap- 
proval of other members in a posi- 
tion akin to his—newspaper publish- 
ers first, radio execs as an incidental 
sideline. 

Evjue’s discussion of radio came in 
his introduction of the confab’s prin- 
cipal speaker-—Clarence A. Dykstra, 
president of the University of Wis- 
consin, who took much of the sting 
out of the editor’s remarks by a 
glowing tribute to radio as one of 
the most potent influences of mod- 
ern life in the education and en- 
lightenment of the entire world. 


CBS, FRIDAY, 10 
P.M. T0 COLGATE 


Colgate-Palmolive-Peet has op- 
tioned the Friday 10-10:30 p.m. spot 
on CBS for a show that will be 
handled through the Sherman & 
Marquette agency, 

Account late yesterday (Tuesday) 
was considering three program cane 
didates, ‘The Amazing Mr. Smith,’ 
‘Bringing Up Father’ and ‘Appoint- 
ment for Crime.’ 


Pedlar & Ryan Reopened 
On Coast by Lawrence 


Hollywood, April 28. 

Pedlar & Ryan office has been re- 
opened by Bill Lawrence, who 
closed it two months ago when Or- 
son Welles decided to make a picture 
in South America. Lawrence will 
produce two shows from that base— 
Dinah Shore for Bristol & Myers 
(Mum) and Freddy Martin for Lady 
Esther. 

The Shore musical takes off May 
1. Martin pitches here late next 
month to coincide with his engage- 

















ment at Coconut Grove. 





l6-Inchers Too Big 


For War Cargo: 


Hawaiis Transcription Problems 





+ i 


Beer Newscasts Spread 
To Alabama Network 


Birmingham, April 28. 

First daily commercial show to be 
piped over an Alabama network has 
started in Birmingham with Bill Mc- 
Cain’s ten p.m. newscast being fed 
to WSFA, Montgomery, and WMOB, 
Mobile. 

Program originates at WBRC, Bir- 
mingham and is sponsored by Ster- 
ling beer. 





Erin Brew, for the past seven 
yeers heard exclusively over WGAR, 
Cleveland has added a 19-minute 
daily sportcast over WJW, Akron, 
with Bill Griffith, program manager, 
behind the mike. 





Stations in Honolulu are now faced 
with the added difficulty of getting 
standard-sized transcriptions from 
the mainland. The U. S. postoffice 
department has barred the shipment 
of 16-inch records on the ground that 
they take up too much room in tran- 
sit. i 

While the rule prevents the Ha- 
waii stations from augmenting their 
recorded libraries, they are able to 
import recorded versions of network 
shows by the device of having the 
programs cut on 13-inch stock. Be- 
cause of the shortage of the supply 
in 13-inch metal platters the net- 
works require that the Honolulu 
stations mail back the discs immedi- 
ately following use. These discs are 


reprocessed with shellac. 
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NEW GUILD’S 





U.S. Radio, Not Press, Latin-Minded 


¥. 





Considerable notice was taken at the time of Pan American Day, 
April 14, of the amount and emphasis of radio cooperation. This 
contrasted with the press generally, which did little or nothing, as far 
as can be ascertained. Broadcasters have apparently become more 
aware of the Latins than the publishers have, a tribute supposedly to 
the ballyhoo work of the Coordinator of Inter-American Affairs, Nel- 


son Rockefeller, and his staff. 


Commercial programs that took note of Pan American Day in- 


cluded: 


CBS: Prudential Family Hour, ‘Take It or Leave It’, Lanny Ross, 


‘Hobby Lobby’, 


Red: Burns and Allen, Philip Morris, ‘Fibber McGee and Molly,’ 


Bob Hope. 


Blue: Xavier Cugat, ‘True or False’, 


Mutual: Gabriel Heatter. 


More numerous were the non-commercial allusions and tie-ups, 
while many local stations carried some 17 announcements prepared 
and offered them by the Rockefeller office, 











Department Store News’ on Blue 
But Labeled as Not For Sale 








Nightly shopping service program, 
‘Department Store News,’ starts Sun- 
day (3) on the Blue network as a 
six-weekly series. Ken Farnsworth, 
formerly heard on various local New 
York stations, will handle the show, 
which will offer four nightly ‘best 
buys’ for next day’s shoppers. Ul- 
timate idea is to air the series twice 
a@ day. 

Blue will set up a shopping and 
clerical force to gather and classify 
material for the show. Theme for 
the first few weeks will be purchas- 
ing under priority conditions. Pro- 
gram will not be available for 
sponsorship. 


WHIP, CHICAGO 
STARTS MAY 15 


Chicago, April 28. 

WHIP set to debut with full power, 
5,000 watts, and 22 hour daily opera- 
tion, on May 15. 

Plans call for presentation of 
‘Magic Flute’ in English, with full 
cast and orchestra on opening night. 
Piece will be done at Hammond 
Civic Opera House. A series of pro- 
grams are being planned for pre- 
sentation in some downtown Chicago 
auditorium on same night. Station is 
now undergoing construction work 
at studios and transmitter prepara- 
tory to full time operation. Pro- 
grams will be fed from Chicago and 
Hammond studios 22 hours daily. 

Newest addition to station is Wil- 
liam Cline, who will handle com- 
mercial production. 











Shaw’s Jewelry again has renewed 
its 15-minute Sunday sponsored 
baseball resume over WCLE, Cleve- 
land, with Jack Graney at the mike. 


vr 





AFRA’S NEW YORK PACTS 


WEVD, WNEW Seitle—WINS Far 
Apart—Also Dicker With NBO 








The American Federation of Radio 
Artists signed a renewal last week 
of its actor-singer-announcer con- 
tract with WEVD, New York. Pat 
involves a wage increase, but is 
otherwise similar to the former one. 


Negotiations have been virtually 
completed for a renewal of the deal 
with WNEW, New York, including 
a substantial pay boost putting the 
station on a wage parity with other 
local outlets in the same wattage and 
full-time category. Union is far 
from agreement with WINS, New 
York, but negotiations are continu- 
ing. 

AFRA is also far from an agree- 
ment with NBC for a renewal of its 
contract for sound effects men. Union 
is seeking wage raises, but conferees 
are said to be still far apart. Blue 
network is not included in the nego- 
tiations, as the NBC sound effects 
department services that as well as 
the Red network. 


CLEAR NELSON EDDY 
FOR OLD GOLD SHOW 


Hollywood, April 28. 

Final impediment of a deal be- 
tween Nelson Eddy and Old Gold, 
with J. Walter Thompson as the 
agency, was removed during the past 
weekend, and the singer debuts for 
the account on CBS in the 8 to 8:30 
spot tonight (Wednesday). Robert 
Armbruster will baton the orchestra, 
Cast will include a mixed chorus of 
12 voices. 

Metro had refused to give the sing- 
er a release from the non-broadcast- 
ing provision in the studio contract, 
but it relented later. 











Bill Stuhler Can't Take CBS Offer 





Network Wants Agency-Experienced Man for New 
Program Liaison 





Bill Stuhler, of the A. & S. Lyons 
Office, has been offered an important 
post with CBS, but he can’t accept it 
because of his Lyons contract. Lat- 


ter organization won't release him. 
The assignment at Columbia in- 
volves program sales and other 
duties, 

Columbia has for some time been 
considering the bringing in of an 
executive with broad advertising 
agency experience whose services 
would be valuable in solving a prob- 
lem that has caused the network 
heads much anxiety. It has been the 
tendency of some agencies toward 
smugness in connection with pro- 
grams that have been on the air for 
some time and have held high popu- 
larity ratings. The entertainment 





and production standards of the 
program may slide off, as well as the 
ratings, but the average agency, be- 
cause of its closeness and familiarity 
with the program, doesn’t attempt to 
do anything drastic about the sit- 
uation. 

With an ex-agency man who has 
been allied with top rating pro- 
grams on its staff, CBS officials 
figure that the network could con- 
tribute effectively to the improve- 
ment of such program quandaries. 
After the program’s recent history 
has been amply studied and analyzed 
the network staff executive could 
approach the agency with a detailed 
appraisal of the show’s shortcom- 
ings and suggestions for jacking up 
the program both as to entertain- 





ment and sales copy content. 


AADIO DIRECTORS 
UNITE INN. ¥ 


George Zachary Is President, 
Ed Byron, Vice President; 
Ted Corday, Secretary; 
Lester Vail, Treasurer of 
Organization — Drive for 


Additional Membership 








STRESS WAR AIMS 





A number of key radio directors 
have formed their own professional 
organization with the announced aim 
of raising the standards of the craft 
and assisting the Government in its 
radio activities in the war effort. 
Group is called the Radio Directors 
Guild. It is not now affiliated with 
any other organization. 


Officers are George Zachary, pres- 
ident; Ed Byron, vice-president; Te ! 
Corday, secretary, and Lester Vail, 
treasurer. Members of the executive 
council, to serve six months and in- 
cluding representatives from the 
agency, network and _ free-lance 
fields, are Earle McGill, Herb San- 
ford and Phil Cohan. 

Guild membership is open to ad- 
ditional directors not in the charter 
group and the organization states it 
will foster the development and 
training of new directors. 

Complete list of charter members 
of the RDG follows: 

Ira Ashley, Lambert & Feasley. 

Fred Bethel, WOR-Mutual. 

Roger Bower, WOR-Mutual. 

Ed Byron, free-lance. 

James Church, Blackett-Sample- 
Hummert. 

Phil Cohan, free-lance. 

Lee Cooley, Ruthrauff & Ryan, 

Don Cope, Benton & Bowles. 

Ted Corday, NBC. 

Norman Corwin, free-lance. 

Ed Dunham, NBC. 

Ed Gardner, freelance. 

Martin Gosch, freelance. 

Axel Gruenberg, Compton. 

Bruce Kammen, NBC. 

Richard Leonard, Blue network. 

John W. Loveton, R. & R. 

John Macdonell, free-lance. 

Nila Mack, CBS. 

Harold McGee, free-lance. 

Earl McGill, CBS. 

Lindsay MacHarrie, Blue. 

Arch Oboler, free-lance. 

Lester O'Keefe, NBC. 

William Rainey, free-lance. 

Irving. Reis, free-lance. 

Alton Rinker, Blue. 

Herb Sanford, N. W. Ayer. 

Robert L. Shayon, WOR-Mutual. 

Bill Sweets, NBC. 

Bill Tuttle, free-lance. 

Lester Vail. NBC. 

Bob Welch, Young & Rubicam. 

Orson Welles, free-lance. 

Theodora Yates, B. & B. 

George Zachary, free-lance. 





RETURN RADIOS SANS DX 


Can Repossess If Signing 
Proper Papers 
Reading, Pa., April 28 
If the present rate of returns con- 
tinues, most of the 300 radios be- 





Aliens 


longing to German, Italian and other 
enemy aliens here, seized after war 
was declared in December will soon 


be back in the hands of their own- 
ers, police say. Taken from private 
homes in a series of federal raids 
in January, the radios, in every case 
shorn of short wave bands, are 
being restored to their owners, 
whether enemy aliens or not, if they 
fill out satisfactory applications to 
the U. S. district attorney in Phila- 
delphia. The application blanks are 
supplied by the local police, who 
have the radios in storage at city 


| hall, and are sent by the radio own- 


ers to Philadelnhia. In a great ma- 
jority of cases the owners have com- 
plied with federal requirements and 
their radios have been restored. 

In each case the owner is warned 
that if he or she attempts to restore 
the short wave band, such action is 
illegal and means heavy penalties 
for the offender. 


“CHARTER 


LIST 








vv 


Bureaucrats Believe Their Ears! 





organized, 


Locai radio stations in Washington and Baltimore carry a special 
burden of responsibility for all the radio industry because it is te 
certain of these stations that men prominent in the United States 
Government listen. The typical bureaucrat is no regular or discrimi- 
nating tuner-inner. He is very prone to generalize from one or twe 
examples of his own personal experience. 

A couple of unfortunate examples of advertising-hooked-to-war- 
news have been overheard by men of power in Washington, their re- 
action being extreme in reiation to the importance of the incident. 

Men who worry about the welfare of the broadcasting industry, 
especially under present criticism of its ‘commercial-mindedness’, are 
alarmed by the Washington-Baltimore hazard, and some sort of a 
conference to help the industry put a better foot forward may be 











Blue’s Wednesday at 5 PM. Period . 





NOT IN REP BIZ 


Trade Curious Following Boston 
Station Talks with Network 








Report last’ week that the Blue 
Network’s local sales division was 
extending its operations to include 
the representation of affiliated sta- 
tions caused quite a stir among sta- 
tion reps. Murray Grabhorn, man- 
ager of spot sales for the Blue’s man- 
aged and operated stations, explained 


that the network did not entertain 
any such policy, and what might 
have prompted the report was that 
his department had considered tak- 
ing on WHDH, Boston. 

After closing a deal for network 
affiliation, R. G. Matheson, WHDH’s 
operator, had asked Keith Kiggins, 
the Blue’s station relation manag@, 
whether the network would also be 
interested in representing his station 
on spot sales. Kiggins referred 
Matheson to Grabhorn. 

Last Friday (24) Matheson him- 
self reconsidered the contemplated 
tieup and entered into negotiations 
with the George P. Hollingbery Co. 
for a national sales representation 
contract. 


TYLER DAVIS JOINS 
LAKE-SPIRO AGENCY 


Tyler Davis, formerly radio direc- 
tor for the Kenyon & Eckhardt 
agency has gone with the Lake- 
Spiro-Shurman agency. 

He will be an account executive 
and assist with copy, plans and con- 
tact. 








‘Gang Busters’ Sold 


Milwaukee, April 28. 

Practically as soon as information 
was received here that the Blue Net- 
work had made ‘Gang Busters’ avail- 
able for local sponsorship as of May 
1, WEMP sold the show. 

R. J. Dunn’s cigars bought it for 
| the summer season. 








Used F or New Act Tryouts 


Wednesday 5-5:30 p.m. spot on the 
Blue, now occupied by a Joe Rines 
orchestra series, will be used by the 
network as a tryout period for vari- 
ous comedy, quiz and novelty shows. 
Several such stanzas are being put 
together by the Blue production de- 
partment, or have been offered by 
outside program-package outfits. 

Each will be given a few weeks’ 
run in the Wednesday niche. If they 
seem promising they'll be moved 
elsewhere on the schedule for fur- 
ther development. Otherwise, they'll 
be taken off for further tinkering or 
dropped entirely. 


COMMONS EYES 
CBC OPERATION 


Montreal, April 28. 
Canadian Broadcasting Corpora- 
tion—its policy and its administra. 


tive operation—will soon come under 
review by a special committee of the 
House of Commons, the first inquiry 
of the kind sin.e the war started. 
Main points of the inquiry will be 
the question c.f investigating balance 
sheets and accounts of the corpora- 
tion; the other whether and to what 
extent any ?ontrol or influence may 
be exercised on the CBC by the 
government, 

There have been controversies 
over broadcasts, especially of a po- 
litical character, and something of 
the sort occurred in the recent pleb- 
iscite campaign which closed Monday 
(27). These will come up under the 
coming investigation. 











Ed Lord at WLOF, Orlando 


Orlando, Fla., April 28. 
Ed Lord, has been made manager 
of WLOF, Orlando, _ succeeding 
George Hazlewood, who remains as 
President of the corporation. 
Lord was former manager of 
WALB, Albany, Ga. 





| No Paid Religion on Blue 








|Cadle Tabernacle, Indianapolis, Mentioned in Report 





BILL HAY GETS GATE 


After 13 Years With Amos ’N’ Andy 
—Sharbutt Succeeds Him 








Hollywood, April 28. 

Bill Hay, Amos ’n’ Andy’s Scotch 
announcer, will do his last spiel for 
| Campbell soups next week. After 13 
‘years with the long run champs he 
is being dropped by Ward Wheelock. 

Del Sharbutt comes here from New 
| York for the barker role after he 
isigns off Lanny Ross for a Campbell 
line May 1, 











| Smith Sisters, Billie, Bonnie and 
| Donna, vocal trie, have joined the 
istaff of KGW-KEX, Portland. 





—Religious Collections Big During Wartime 
+ oneunensidlesiatiiale 


The Blue Network yesterday 
(Tuesday) denied a report that i 
was on the verge of changing its 
policy toward paid religious broad- 
casts. The web stated that it would 
stand firm against accepting any re- 
ligious broadcasts that went in for 
the solicitation of contributions, 

The account involved in the re- 
port was the Cadle Tabernacle in 
Indianapolis. It is generally known 
in the trade that these contribution 
collecting broadcasts have in recent 
months been reaping a harvest, par- 
ticularly because of the psychological 
factor produced by the war, what 
with millions of mothers having sons 
in the service, etc. 
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VARIETY 








Wednesday, April 29, 1942 


WAR: ONE-FOURTH AS IMPORTANT 


‘Imagination Needs AA Rating, Too,’ was the 
title of an extended piece in last week’s ‘Variety’ to 
which several replies from well-known literary fig- 
ures have since been received. Their several points 
of view are arresting for their intrinsic value but 
beyond that for the fact that they reveal, if any evi- 
dence was needed, how keenly creative and critical 
minds feel on this subject of wartime morale. 





Agreement seems to exist on two cardinal points 
emphasized in ‘Variety’s’ previous article. First, 
counter-propaganda against domestic enemies is 
conspicuously lacking at present and, second, com- 
mercial programs are the logical medium through 
which to get in the really effective counter-propa- 
ganda blows. 


Rex Stout, the novelist, is one of those who re- 
acted to ‘Variety’s’ remarks. He stated his view- 
point with characteristic vigor as follows: 

‘I hope your piece, ‘Imagination Needs ‘AA’ Rat- 
ing, Too,’ will be read by the people who need it 
most (names furnished on request). Especially 
what you say under ‘Counter-Propaganda.’ 


‘Like every other war that has ever been fought, 
this is a double war. We have the enemy without, 
and the enemy within. The Outwar and the Inwar. 
France, for instance, suffered so disastrous a defeat 
in the Inwar that she never really fought the Out- 
war at all; she lost it by default; and India is in 
danger of repeating that performance. 


‘Up to now, American radio’s performance in the 
Outwar is pretty good. In the Inwar it is simply 
non-existent. It not only refuses to strike a telling 
blow; it even refuses to make faces at our most 
powerful and dangerous internal enemies. It is 4 
deplorable and shameful situation, and who is go- 
ing to do something about it?’ 


Clifton Fadiman was one of three belonging to 
the so-called Writers War Board who wrote in on 
the subject, saying: 

‘I would like to applaud your bold statement in 
the last issue of ‘Variety’ concerning the necessity 
of utilizing our finest commercial radio program in 
the furtherance of the war effort. It is obvious that 
a united nation can help to win the war; that the 
radio is one of the finest ways to unite them; and 
that the commercial programs are the logical me- 
dium toward this end. The OFF has made a 
beginning. Let’s hope it will go further.’ 


Henry Fisk Carlton, who was a radio writer when 
radio itself was just a funny noise, berated the whole 





idea that the war is or can be over-advertised. He 
wrote: R hee 

‘Cheers for your editorial on giving imagination 
‘AA Priority.’ Connected with the OFF plan pub- 
lished in the same issue of ‘Variety’ it shows two 
things: ! 

‘First, the government has finally seen the light. 
They are going to make, use of the top circulation 
air shows to sell this war to 100 per cent of the 
listening ‘audience instead of 20 per cent they’ve 
been hitting with special war shows (‘This Is 
War’). 

‘Second, that the war is at least one-fourth as 
important to the sponsors as Jello, or soap, or 
grapenuts. (Every fourth week, says OFF, you 
must give a war message in half-hour weekly 
shows.) 

‘These steps are all to the good except they don’t 
go far enough! Are the clients, agencies, networks 
and government afraid of over-selling the war? Are 
they afraid of repetition? Compare once every four 
weeks with three or four plugs per show selling 
Jello—or soap—or what-not! Did sponsors think 
this was over-loading? 

‘There isn't anything as important at the moment 
to anyone as winning the war! If the imagination 
and ingenuity of ad writers, scripters, idea men can 
sell products and not kill audience interest, can’t 
these same brains devise ways of doing the most 
imaginative selling job in American history and do- 
ing it at least as well as they have been plugging 
products?” 


Carl Van Doren made a shrewd observation on 
the natural limitations of ‘oratory’ writing: 

‘The points you make in your ‘Variety’ article of 
the 22nd seem to me absolutely sound. There is no 
more reason for setting up new systems for distri- 
bution when the commercial radio programs al- 
ready exist than for building new railroads to paral- 
lel the ones we now have. 

‘There is one way to avoid the sense of repeti- 
tion, I think. That is to devote less time to oratory, 
no matter how good, and more to dramatic bits or 
patriotic songs. There are many fine songs, popu- 
lar in America from the Revolution down, that 
could be put on the air with striking effect. After 
all, you can listen to arguments only so many times 
without being bored. You can hear good songs 
many more times and still enjoy them.’ 


Ruth Adams Knight, who has had some personal 
experiences in embodying the war theme into com- 
mercial programs contributed this letter: 

‘Those were a lot of intelligent sentences you 
strung together this week in ‘Variety’ about radio 
and war scripts. I hope it’s only the beginning of a 
real effort in that direction. Given a little oppor- 


tunity and support, I’m sure every writer in radio 
would love the chance to do something to help the 
war effort and to do it intelligently, as a part of 
today’s picture, not as propaganda to be crammed 
down the public’s throat. Lots of writers are doing 
it now with sponsor cooperation and have been do- 
ing it for weeks. But there’s a chance for lots more 
of it. 

‘In our small way we did it on ‘Dr. Christian’— 
story of war activities in a small town, using the 
small town as a test tube for democracy. It seemed 
to work very well. I hope we can do more of it.’ 


These are viewpoints that cannot be lightly dis- 
regarded. They fit in with the suspicion of others 


that most Americans, and broadcasters among 


them, are taking too genteel a view of the whole 
question of what it means to be at war. Of course 
fairness to the radio industry demands that ade- 
quate allowance be made for the work-habits that 
‘neutrality’ imposed on radio from September, 1939, 
to December, 1941. Radio, along with many other 
businesses and the country as a whole, has not 
easily shaken loose of the half-stupor that false 
pose of ‘neutrality’ produced. 


The United States was divided about this war on 
December 7 last. Many still believe the same di- 
visions exist, that any seeming change of mind or 
of loyalty is mere expediency. Exposures of slow- 
downs in war factories, quotations from the still- 
published isolationist press, the unabated propa- 
ganda of abuse against our allies, notably the British 
and Russians, and the steady irritation by all pos- 
sible means of racial, religious, industrial and class 
feelings clearly prove we are surrounded by ene- 
mies at home far more treacherous, and possibly 
equally as dangerous, as our enemies overseas. We 
are, it ought to be clear, being constantly bom- 
barded by made-in-Berlin incendiaries of the mind 
and spirit. 


Those who feel this way raise the cry for realism, 
They charge that we are day-dreaming about an 
imaginary national unity while expecting the FBI 
to carry the whole burden of policing sedition, 
which we foolishly assume to be a minor instead of 
a major wartime problem. ‘There is, many feel, 
an unreality of generosity to internal enemies who 
do not harbor any similar generosity toward our 
cherished institutions, our concepts of the good 
life, or our standards of equal rights without racial 
disqualifications. America’s refusal, and radio’s re- 
fusal along with the rest, to look ugly facts squarely 
in the face, has about it, many believe, all the ear- 
marks of a colossal nation-wide Pollyanna delusion 
capable of making possible plenty of unnecessary 
mischief. : 





Fresh Spurts of Showmanship For 
War Bonds Cued for Next Month 


O’Daniel’s Sacrifice 





San Antonio, April 28. 
If necessary, Senator W. Lee 
O’Daniel will discontinue his 
Sunday morning broadcast over 
a group of Texas stations which 





v 


are transcribed in Washington 


Home Front Radio Favorites Now 
Shortwaved to Yank Garrisons 





Madeleine Carroll, Red Skelton, 
Jean Hersholt and Bea Wain will 
headline a single-shot variety pro- 
gram 10:30-11 p.m. tomorrow (Thurs- 
day) over NBCRed (WEAF) for the 
Drug Industry Council. Show will 
launch a war stamp drive to be held 
in May, involving clerks in drug- 
stores throughout the country giving 
change from all purchases in quar- 
ters. Coins will be in cardboard 
packets carrying the slogan, ‘This 
amount in stamps will purchase 12 
bullets.’ 

Miss Carroll and Miss Wain will 
be on the show from New York, 
with Peter Van Steeden’s orchestra 
and a chorus. Skelton and Hersholt 
will be picked up from the_ Coast. 
Harry Ackerman, of Young & Rubi- 
cam, and Pete Barnum, of Ruth- 
rauff & Ryan, are producing the 
stanza, and Carlo De Angelo, of 
Sherman-Marquette, is directing. 





Seattle’s Bond Push 


Seattle, April 28. 

There will be no commercial pro- 
grams on any Washington state 
radio station for the half hour 
period, 8:30-9 p.m., Sunday, May 3. 
Every station in the state will carry 
a kick-off program for the follow- 
ing week’s pledge campaign on the 
purchase of War stamps and bonds. 
The half hour program, titled ‘A 
Knock at the Door,’ will be built 
around the average Minute Man’s 
task, and his knock at the door,... 


‘ will be used as a symbol through- 


out. The Victory slogan will be 
used by all door-to-door canvassers, 
with door bells being scorned. 

The program will be chiefly musi- 
cal, with a 25-piece orchestra and 


FRANK M'INTOSH TO 
WPB RADIO POSITION 


Toledo, April 28. 

Frank McIntosh, technical super- 
visor for the Fort Industry Co., 
which operates six radio stations, in- 
cluding WSPD here, has been ap- 
pointed to a post with the War Pro- 
duction Board in Washington, leav- 
ing Monday (27) for his new duties. 

He will serve as chief of the radio 
division of the communications 
branch of the War Production Board 


Girl at WCCO Panel 


Minneapolis, April 28. 
First girl to go into the control 
room of a Twin City radio station is 


Mary Ellen Trottner, who has joined 
WCCO as a control room operator. 
She comes to-WCCO from WLB,.Uni- 
versity of Minnesota station, where 
she had charge of background and 
transition music, handling transcrip- 
tions and control. 

Her only special technical training 
has been a course in electricity. 


Z 














15 vocalists, recruited from all parts 
of the state, featured. 

All time, talent, etc, is being 
donated by the radio industry of 
the state to further the sale of 
stamps and bonds, with 9,000 can- 





vassers ready to hit the streets the 
next day. 








and sent to the Texas group. 

The Senator stated he would 
do this to comply with the new 
War Production Board order 
earmarking shellac. 








‘Easy Aces’ Become 
‘Complacent’, and All 
Because of the Nazis 


Goodman Ace last week abruptly 
terminated a sequence in his ‘Easy 
Aces’ script, which concerned Ger- 
man spies, following a small freshet 
of mail from Nazis, who called him 
names, to Germanic extraction peo- 
ple who were merely sensitive that 
‘all of us are not spies and saboteurs.’ 

Because so many Nazis took the 
trouble to pan and hardly any pro- 
democracy listeners took the trouble 
to applaud the sequence, author Ace 
decided that maybe there was some- 
thing to the complacency angle on 
the public. Hence he is shifting his 
scripts ‘to the latter angle. 

In the new script, Jane is to be 
invited to impersonate the role of 
complacency in a club pageant and 
considers it a great honor. 





Gill Heads KQW Music 


San Francisco, April 28. 

John Ernest Gill, who left NBC 
here about a month ago for Los 
Angeles, is back as orchestra direc- 
tor at KQW (Columbia). 

He will build up a 15-piece band 
for station and San _ Francisco- 
originating programs. 


Among commercially sponsored 
radio entertainments in the United 
States the following are now being 
shortwaved from recordings. Pro- 
grams are intended to reach Ameri- 
can garrisons in foreign areas via 
WRCA and WNBI, owned by RCA. 
This list is of NBC (Red) commer- 
cials: 


Jack Benny—Jello revue goes out 


Saturday morning at 11, six days 
late. 


Kay Kyser—American Tobacco 
program is DXed Thursdays at 10:30 
a.m. 

‘Information, Please’—Fadiman quiz 
of Luckies firm is dated for Tuesdays 
at 10:30 a.m. 

Colgate’s Sports Newsreels,. with 
Bill Stern, Sunday, 9:15 a.m. 

‘Ellery Queen’ for Emerson Drug, 
Saturday noon. 

Fitch Orchestra, Sundays at 9:30 
a.m. 

‘Aldrich Family,’ General Foods, 
Saturday, 11:30 a.m. 

Fanny Brice, Maxwell House, Fri- 
day, 1:15 p.m. , 

Bing Crosby, Kraft Cheese, Sunday 
noon. 

Bob Hope, Pepsodent, Saturday, 11 
a.m. 

Al Pearce, Camels, Sunday, 1:1 
p.m. 

Dr. I. Q., Vicks, Tuesday, 1:15 p.m. 

‘Fibber McGee and Molly,’ John- 
son’s Wax, Sunday, 10:30 a.m. 

Burns and Allen, Swan Soap, Sat- 
urday, 12:30 p.m . 

WLS Barn Dance, Alka Seltzer, 
Sunday, 11 a.m, 

‘Johnnie Presents,’ Philip Morris, 
Sunday, 1:15 p.m. ; 

Horace Heidt, Tums, Wednesday, 
1:15 p.m. 





Ralph Edwards Quiz, Procter & 
Gamble, Tuesdays, 11 a.m. 

Another account beaming at the 
Yankee soldier on foreign shores is 
Standard Oil’s Esso Marketeers. 
Through Marschalk & Pratt agency 
the arrdngements have been com- 
pleted to broadcast 15 minutes of 
news daily over the RCA stations 
and their twin, WBOS, Boston. 





WCKY Special to Troops 
Cincinnati, April 28. 

For entertainment of U. S. service 
men in foreign lands, WCKY is pro- 
ducing a series of 15-minute record- 
ings to be heard at camps and bases 
via playback machines. 

Package goes through the War de- 
partment’s morale division. 





Kentucky Derby to Troops 
Schenectady, April 28. 

WGEA and WGEO, General Elec- 
tric’s short wave stations in Schenec- 
tady, will broadcast for U. S. troops 
in Iceland, Northern Ireland, Eng- 
land and at Atlantic bases a descrip- 
tion of the running of the Kentucky 
Derby from 6:15 to 6:45 p.m., Satur- 
day (2). 

Columbia network has a longwave 
exclusive on the event. 


Bexeo Vitamin Pills Scout 


J. D. Tarcher agency is scouting 
around for availabilities, either an- 
nouncement or news, in connection 
with Bexeo Vitarnin Pills. 

It’s a new McKesson-Robbins 
product. 
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Inside Stuff—Radio 


Blue network continuity acceptance department has been battling lately 
with the Street & Finney agency over the scripts for the ‘Inner Sanctum 
Mysteries’ series Sunday nights for Carters. Issue is the amount of blood- 
curdling stuff permissible on the network. Boris Karloff, alternate-week 
star of the show, is understood urging more gory stories, while the Blue 
insists on limiting such material. Karloff, currently in the legit ‘Arsenic 
and Old Lace,’ at the Fulton, N. Y., is noted for his appearances in shudder 
films and believes listeners expect and want him in that type yarn. 

Situation has placed scripters Robert Newman and Milton Lewis squarely 
in the middle. ‘Inner Sanctum’ is produced by Hi Brown. 








Brown & Spector agency has circularized local stations for time avail- 
abilities in behalf of the GoLan Wine Co. It’s one of those propositions 
in which the agency gathered the data but the business itself is placed 
through local distributors at local rates. 

The letter received by stations from Brown & Spector speaks of 20- 
gecond and one-minute announcements and the probable signaturing of 
§62-week contract which would guarantee but four weeks of business and 
contain a two-week cancellation clause. 





Ethel and Julius Colby, Mr. and Mrs. radio drama critics on WMCA, 
N. Y., have a nice chatty style of post-morteming a play, and wien they’re 
colloquially in the groove they’re excellent. But when the tough script- 
ing phraseology becomes pedantic and weighty, it trips them and shatters 
the illusion of easy-going adlibbing, and it takes quite a spell to again 
recapture the general spirit. With that in mind, the Colbys (he used to 
be Julius Cohen, drama ed of German-language dailies) should keep their 
sentences shorter and easier to recite. 





Talk about the hoarding proclivities of various broadcasters has been 
growing in volume around the industries. The more restrained elements 
in the industry are hoping that this tendency is curbed before the priorities 
authorities find it necessary to issue an order pooling all extra supplies of 
tubes, condensers, copper wires, amplifiers, etc. Story is being told of a 
Kentucky broadcaster who, to prove his farsightedness, has made it a 
practice recently of taking visitors to his storeroom and showing them 
what he describes as a three-year supply of tubes. 





Ken Berkeley will leave the Blue Network’s payroll in Washington to 
manage WMAL when the Washington Evening Star formally takes over the 
operation of this station. The Blue has dropped its lease on WMAL, but 
the latter will continue as the network’s Capitol affiliate. WMAL will 
occupy the lower floor of the building now housing WRC, NBC’s local 
release. Berkeley has been managing both WRC and WMAL under 
Frank Russell’s direction. 





Ballantine Beer is winding up its Milton Berle show on the Blue Net- 
work with the June 2 broadcast. The J. Walter Thompson agency stated 
last week that the account is merely going off for the summer, 

It was said that negotiations will meanwhile be carried on with NBC 
with the view of putting a Ballantine program on that network in the fall. 
The Berle program started on Mutual in September, 1941, and 13 weeks 
later it moved over to the Blue. 


Ernest Applequist, one-time member of the Swedish Olympic swim- 
ming team and a machinist in General Electric’s Schenectady plant, is 
working against the Axis with his voice ‘as well as with his hands. He 
puts in a night shift as a war worker in the motor department and then 
spends at least two hours each week-day morning preparing and reading 
a 30-minute Swedish language news program shortwaved via WGEA to 
his native land. 





Garry Moore had to forage in memory to cover a five-minute stage wait 
that occurred last Saturday morning through a Chicago-New York miscue 
on the Joe Emerson-General Mills-NBC program. 
complaints about everybody letting him down the ad libber gave rise to 


one of those radio legends in which it was supposed the program director | 


Was sounding off unaware of an open mike. 





Paul Martin’s dulcet melodies, from Hollywood on an NBC hookup, 
tate with the best band sessions on the air. This band has been ‘up ’n’ 
coming’ for too long; it’s about time Martin does an ‘arrive.’ His band’s 
forthcoming Decca disks, with Jean Sablon, and on their own, mayhaps 
turn the tide. 


The Blue network, which had anticipated having to start using femme 
announcers as its male gabbers were drafted for army service, now fig- 
ures such action won't be necessary. Inquiry to the affiliate stations re- 
garding men who might be drawn for network spieler jobs in New York, 
indicated a plentiful supply of candidates is available. 





Merle Oberon failed to show on another guest date during her latest 
stay in New York. First it was the ‘Daughters of Uncle Sam’ series on 
the Blue Sunday nights and then the Eisa Maxwell program. The reason 
given in either case was indisposition. The dates were arranged through 
the United Artists office. 

J. Walter ‘Thompson agency is working on a spot announcement cam- 
Ppaign for Gold Medal Haarlem Oil Capsules (Block Drug Co.) The blurbs 
Wwili be récorded. 

Thompson got the account last week. 


Jim Cox, Jr., has applied for Naval assignment and expects to join up 


shortly. Son of former governor of Ohio is 39 and has been in charge 
. his father’s various radio properties. He has been chafing to get into 
@ war. 





Walter Winchell has been voted ‘favorite radio commentator’ of Wichita 
Beacon readers in a poll conducted by Kansas paper over period of 
several weeks. Fulton Lewis, Jr., received next highest vote, with H. V. 
Kaltenborn third. 





Columbia has been getting letters from manufacturers wanting to know 
how come the network can get cardboard and heavy glossy paper stock 
for direct mail promotional pieces when they (the manufacturers) can’t 
get cardboard boxes for their products. 





Kermit-Raymond, indie production office in New York, is doing the 
Unusual, peddling a new program idea, ‘Victory Playhouse,’ with the 
— appeal that, if sponsored, any profits will be turned over to the 

8.0 





A bonus of 10%, to meet the increased cost of living, was paid to all 
employees of Harry Wilder's stations, including WSYR, Syracuse, and 
Y, Troy, on their total salaries for the first quarter of this year. 


In his make-believe | 


+ 


CHEERY NOTE FOR 
BADIO. INDUSTRY 


Meantime Coca-Cola Recon- 
siders Columbia Cancella- 
tion — Bottlers in General 
Face Shortage of Metal 
for Caps, and That De- 
presses Advertising Out- 
look 





—_— — — 


G.M. INTO CAMPS 


Purchase by General Motors of a 
night-time hour on CBS for a series 
of ‘Cheers From the Camps’ amateur 
soldier talent shows starting in June 
was hailed in the broadcasting and 
ad agency trades Monday (27) as 
the best piece of news that has come 
their way since the advent of the 
priority bogey. The hope was ex- 
pressed in both quarters that the 
automotive’s action will influence 
other major manufacturers of dur- 
able goods to maintain their present 
program, or if they aren’t now on 
the air to undertake similar proj- 
ects. The agency that sold General 








Gas Cancels Hill 


The first network casualty re- 
sulting from the Government’s 
announced intention to ration 
gasoline along the Atlantic sea- 
board is the American Oil Co.'s 
Edwin C. Hill series on CBS. 
The refiner handed Columbia the 
cancellation last.Friday (24) and 
Hill’s final broadcast for the ac- 
count will be May 22. Amoco’s 
distribution is exclusively along 
the eastern seaboard. 

Hill has been on CBS for this 
refiner *since June, 1940. 











Motors on the idea of these camp 
show pickups is Campbell-Ewald. 
Henry Souvaine will produce. Time 
selected is Tuesday 9:30 to 10:30 p.m. 

General Motor’s closing of the deal 
with Columbia came _ concurrently 
| with the announcement that the War 
{Production Board had ordered bot- 





{tlers to refrain from manufacturing 
any more bottle tops containing al- 
| Joys. This order produced a depres- 
,Sive effect particularly on the agen- 
| cies that have beer accounts. The 
order did not apply to the black 
| metal plate which serves as the basis 
| for the bottle caps, but agencies af- 
|\fected pointed out that sucn caps 
| would not be acceptable to the con- 


|sumers because of their subjection to 
| 





that by the end of this year no tin- 
| plate or black plate would be avail- 


able for consumer goods packaging. | 


Despite the sudden turn in the 


bottlecap situation Coca-Cola has de- | 


cided to retain its Andre Kostelanetz 
|series on Columbia. The network 
| had received a tentative cancellation, 
| effective May 24, Columbia had pre- 
viously advanced suggestion to Coca- 
| Cola on how it could keep this series 


| going through the summer at an ap- | 
| preciable reduction in time cost, but 
| this proposition did not figure in the 
| noverane company’s decision. CBS’s 
ljdea- was to broadcast the Keste-| 


lanetz show one week on an eastern 
hookup and the following week on a 
western link. During the alternate 
'week CBS would feed a sustaining 
program of similar concert compo- 
sition to the section of the country 
not receiving the Kostelanetz stanza. 


LEO NEJELSKI WRITES 
PIECE, BLUE PRODUCES 


Leo Nejelski, advertising manager 
of American Home Products, has re- 
turned to an old enthusiasm of his, 
fiction writing. A piece of his, ‘Go- 
ing Home’ will be broadcast this 
Sunday at 2 p.m. 

On the Blue Network by the lat- 
ter’s stock company. 











ORS BUYS TIME | 





|rust. It was hinted from Washington | 
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Dies Looks Victorious Over Professor 


Congress Makes Something of Quotations Over 25 
Years—Watson Protests ‘Witch-Hunt’ in Vain - 


june Wil Tel | 


Ad agency men generally are 
of the opinion that June will 
prove the critical month for 
their business, since the War 
Productions Board will, by that 
time, have a pretty good idea 
of any and all products that 
must be rationed. The board’s 
edicts during the interim will 
prove an important factor in the 
status of commercial network 
radio this summer. 

Many accounts, they point out, 
don’t have to decide until the 
latter part of May as to whether 
they want to pick up their sum- 
mer options and, add _ these 
agency men, the impression 
among advertisers is that if the 
“WPB axe doesn’t hit them dur- 
ing May the reprieve will be of 
sufficient duration to warrant 
going ahead with their current 
radio campaigns. 








Washington, April 28. 

Tenure of Dr. Goodwin Watson, 
faculty member of Columbia Univer- 
sity now heading the FCC propa- 
ganda analysis section, appeared 
nearly over this week with the Sen- 
ate Appropriations Committee rec- 
ommending a House-approved clause 
in the Independent Offices Appro- 
priation Bill forbidding salary pay- 
ments after June 30. Congressional 
harpoonists have been shooting at 
the clergyman-educator since short- 
ly after Pearl Harbor. 

With several solons obviously sus- 
picious about Watson’s social and 
political views, the Senate group re- 
buffed Chairman James L. Fly and 
Commissioner C. J. Durr, who begged 
for elimination of the re: rictive 
clause inserted by the House Appro- 
priations Committee. The transcript 
of secret Senate committee hearings 
showed Watson received an intensive 
going-over, with Senator Kenneth 


























McKellar of Tennessee leading the 
scalping expedition. 
_ Segments from the 200-odd articles 
he has written in the past quarter- 
century were thrown at Watson dur- 
ing the lively inquisition. Besides Mc- 
sissippi, Carter Glass of Virginia, Jas. 
M. Mead of New York, and John H. 
Bankhead of Alabama, seemed ap- 
prehensive about retaining on the 
payroll an individual who authored 
such pieces and seemingly has such 
anxiety for sweeping social changes. 
Though Fly protested several times 
zen,’ McKellar forced the FCC chair- 
On the second anniversary, May | man to concede he would have been 
10, of the Nazis sudden, unprovoked | uneasy about hiring Watson—who 
invasion of the Netherlands a/| sets $5,600 per year to direct the 
‘Thumbs Up’ program will be broad- | Study of Axis propaganda broadcasts 
cast on United States Stations from|—if he had known about some of the 
a transcription made in New York| Writings. The chairman, however, 
by World on behalf of the Dutch| defended Watson and argued vigor- 
Recording, running 30 minutes, in- | Preted the writings as revealing hos- 
cludes the voice in English of Prince | tility toward the American form of 
Bernard, consort of the Netherlands | 8°vernment. ’ 
Crown Princess, and a choir of 40 Called to the stand on his own be- 
voices singing songs of the invaded | half, Watson flatly declared he is not 
ikingdom. |a Communist, fellow-traveler, or 
isympathizer with any totalitarian 
| doctrines. The questioned articles, 
problems, in which he never advo- 
SUMMER SUB FOR HOPE cated any disloyal isms. Watson told 
; | the inquisitors he is completely loyal 
ito the United States and the demo- 
Hollywood, April 28. | cratic type of government 

‘Date With Judy’ will again be the rt hag SOE 
} Summer sub for Bob Hope beginning | Eseosar ye? eee Mey nog? rs avaeee 
| June 23, repeating last summer’s | 5°’ “"3* Wee why Y : once nek 
tin Dies of the House Unamericanism 
“aickaged and negotiated by James numerous left-wing groups and 
oieaaer i eapllowrotigh associate of movements with which the Columbia 
| Saphier atem, nah Cardei Jenkins | professor had been identified. Dies 
| as musie director on the new Dinah ‘ sewage ai but Fly 
| Shore program for Bristol & Myers. launched a counter-attac on Dies 
and steadfastly attested Watson is 
thoroughly trustworthy, besides be- 


Kellar, Senators Wall Doxey of Mis- 
FOR MAY 10 [5 
that Watson is a ‘loyal American citi- 
exile government. ously. with McKellar, who _ inter- 
DATE WITH JUDY’ AGAIN | °° explained, were factual reports 
;}on developments, thinking, and 
Pepsodent filler-inner. Deal was Investigating Committee. Citing the 
ing an astute student of propaganda 





| KFSO FINALLY SCRAMS 


demanded his 


| methods. The House Appropriations 

CBS’ New Affiliate, KQW, at Last| Committee specified the FCC could 

Into Palace Hotel | not use any of next year’s allowance 

tice to pay Watson’s salary, after hearing 

San Francisco, April 28. | another member of the Dies commit- 

| KQW has triumphantly moved|tee, Rep. Joe Starnes of Alabama, fire 

into its new studios, with Columbia, | another barrage. The House agreed to 

in the Palace hotel, after the net-| this proposition despite Administra- 
|work finally persuaded KFSO, its tion wire-pulling. 


|former outlet, to vacate the quarters. | 
KQW became Columbia outlet 


free g BE! et stemies sleet hee. P REGINA (CAN.) RADIOITE 
KFSO has shifted to Mark Hopkins MISSING IN RAF FLIGHT 


| hotel. 
Regina, Sask., April 28. 


‘ : 
Urquhart $ New Title First Regina radio man to be men- 


f . tioned in a casualty list since the 
Chicago, April 28. 


. beginning of the war, Nathan 
Charles C. Urquhart, director of 
‘Vic and Sade’ and a member of | the Royal Air Force ferry command 
NBC Central Division Production April 4. 7 
Department, has new title of assist« Frankelson, a transmitter operator 


few tata head, under Wynn} with CRJM, Regina, left the station 
| Weare last fall to become a radio operator 


Urquhart has been with NBC lo- | 4, pombers being ferried to Great 
| cally for two years, and prior to that Britain from Canada. 


| was assistant manager of WGBI, 
Scranton, Pa. 

He succeeds Maurice Wetzel, who Frank Stewart, announcer of sta- 
was appointed Central Division | tion KTSA, San Antonio, is to be 
Production Manager for Blue Net- | hospitalized for twe weeks for minor 
work. operation. 




















Frankelson was listed as missing by 
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William 
Gaxton 


‘Everyone knows Mr. Gaxton’s furious 
energy, too, and has relished those 
contortions with which he has wriggled 
his way through countless happily re- 
membered songs.’ 
JOHN MASON BROWN 
New York World-Telegram 
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CLIFFORD C. 
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At the 44th STREET 
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“Everyone loves Victor Moore, and with 
reason. He is one of the funniest of 
our great funny men: a pathetic, rotund 
little fellow who all these years has 
been winning guffaws by being so 
downright helpless and pathetic.’ 
JOHN MASON BROWN 
New York World-Telegram 
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® 
Zero Jack 
and His Daneers 
‘Zero Mostel, graduate of Cafe 
Society Downtown, scored a ‘There is the magnificent dancer, Jack 
solid click with his impersona- Cole, who has added the able and 
tions. It's his first crack at Cafe Society Uptown pretty Virginia Millar to his troupe and 
Broadway and he came hgwne and whose East Indian dances, set to jive 
a winner.’ Blue Network’s music, are breathtaking.’ 
<evreakhseasread gag toymains! st oe PAE PP IO AS RO SPREE Sw ser arm yornssay > DOVE, SY" VESTER 
Daily Mirror Wednesdays 9 p.m., EWT Daily News 
es ne - 








* 
Kitty Mattern 
‘Others who won applause include ? 
Kitty Mattern, who demonstrates how = 
different people laugh.’ 


KELCEY ALLEN 
Woman's Wear 








Phil Romano ole 
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' THEATRE, NEW YORK t 
“Hildegarde gives out with shovelfuls 
of personality.” 
| ‘The Hartmans, who are the most LOUIS SOBOL 
| comical dancers in the world, oer N. Y. Journal-American 
the first half of the program with some ne " R , a 
routines that are masterpieces of buf- Hildegarde is an appealing singer of 
, taste and distinction. 
$ foonery...This department may be ROBERT SYLVESTER 
\ permitted a little private rejoicing over ° | Daily N 
the crack-brained antics of the Hart- Lee nia adler tes aa 
mans...What they do is always fresh, Hildegarde is lively and likable as * 
for they are intelligent people who you pare know, and has her special 
| know the value of a pose in comic pro- way with songs. 
file and a pause in speaking dialogue, a RICHARD LOCKRIDGE 
and they shine in each other's com- New York Sun 
pany. What a map Paul Hartman ‘The lady known to cafe society as 
has!.. .It is very fine stuff. And it is Hildegarde delighted the devotees of 
the high point of a remarkably good the ‘pop’ classics with her sophisticated 
| vaudeville entertainment.’ chansons and slick style.’ 
| BROOKS ATKINSON ROBERT COLEMAN 
New York Times Daily Mirror 
— i 
ss . 
Stuart Leonard Gautier’s | 
Morgan Brickla 
Daneers 
‘The Bricklayers alone is worth the 
: price of admission. I can recommend 
The Stuart Morgan dancers achieve it heartily—It is fantastic, fascinating 
wonders.’ and unbelievable.’ 
JOHN ANDERSON JOHN ANDERSON 
N. Y. Journal-American N. Y. Journal-American 
e °e 
Miriam LaVelle 
‘Miriam LaVelle, who twirls herself all 
over the stage with speed, skill and 
grace.’ 
KELCEY .ALLEN 
Woman's Wear am 
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| MESDAMES LEWIS, MILLIGAN, MAGEE T0 
| RUN WOMEN’S SIDESHOW AT N.A.B. MEET 





Stress Wartime Problems with Particular Regard for 


Their Sex—First Time ‘Listener Activities’ Have 
Been Stressed at an N.A.B. Convention 


4) 


Cleveland, April 28. 

This year’s convention (the 20th) 
of the National Association of Broad- 
casters wil carry a feminine obeli- 
gato in the form of ladies auxiliary 
meetings under the general domina- 
tion of Mrs. Walter V. Magee, presi- 
dent of the Radio Council of Greater 
Cleveland; Mrs. Harold V. Milligan 
‘df the National Association of Manu- 
facturers and Mrs. Dorothy Lewis of 
the National Association of Broad- 
casters. The meetings are classified 
as ‘Listeners’ Activities.’ The theme 
ef war, which the N.A.B. itself 
wishes stressed throughout the con- 
vention, will be prominent. 

The N.A.B. will convene May 11 
at the Statler hotel. The supple- 
mentary women’s sideshow will be 
ponfined to Tuesday and Wednesday 
mwnder the following schedule: 

Tuesday, 2 p.m. 
Greetings—Mrs. Magee, Neville 
Miller. 

B. S. Bercovici—‘War News for 
Home Consumption.’ 

Fred Weber—‘Broadcasting in 
Wartime.’ 

Guy Hickok—Radio and Inter- 
American Affairs.’ 

Jennings Pierce—Public 

ice.’ 

Questions. 

Tea. 


Serv- 


Wednesday, 8 a.m. 


Breakfast Round Table. 
Chairman, Jane Weaver, WTAM. 


Subject: ‘Women’s Radio Pro- 
grams in War.’ 

Panel: 

Eleanor Hanson, WHK, Cleve- 
land. 

Aj>Ruth Chilton, WSYR, Syracuse. 

Mrs. Hayle Cavenor, WCCO, 

Minneapolis. 


co 


Susan Allen, KGA, Spokane. 

Marjorie Cooney, WSM, Nash- 
ville. 

Geraldine Elliott, WJR, Detroit. 

Lavinia Schwartz, WBBM, Chi- 
cago. 

Wednesday, 10 a.m. 
Dorothy Lewis—‘Radio at Home.’ 
C. E. Arney, Jr., N.A.B.—Greet- 

ings. 





Transmitter Gardens 





Cleveland, April 28. 
WGAR engineers, stationed at 
transmitter at suburban New- 
burgh Heights, have planted a 
‘Victory Garden’ in area of idle 
land adjacent to transmitter. 
Other stations around country 
are doing same, 











JOHN PAINE OF 
ASCAP SET FOR 
N.A.B. TALK 


National Association of Broad- 
casters has pencilled in John G. 
Paine, ASCAP general manager, for 
a talk at the association’s convention 
which opens in Cleveland, May 11. 


Paine will speak at the music ses- 
sion Tuesday afternoon (12) on the 





special continuity services that 
ASCAP will render to its station 
licenses. 





Mrs. H. V. Milligan—‘Women in 
Industry.’ 

Ear! Glade—‘The N.A.B. Code.’ 

Mrs. Arch Trawick—‘The Role 
of the Listener.’ 

I. Keith Tyler—Radio Educa- 
tion.’ 

Mabel G. Flanley—‘Tuning In.’ 

Recess until 2 p.m. 

Dorothy Lewis—‘Radio Abroad.’ 

Beatrice Belcourt —‘Radio in 
Canada.’ 

Winifred Cullis—‘British Women 
in Wartime.’ 

Lieut. Col. Ed Kirby—Radio 
Serves Our Army.’ 

Charles R. Hook — ‘Industry’s 
Role in a World Offensive.’ 
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MORE NEWS on WCAE 


than any other Pittsburgh station 


39% MORE NEWS THAN #2 STATION 
82% MORE NEWS THAN #3 STATION 
84% MORE NEWS THAN #4 STATION 
87% MORE NEWS THAN #5 STATION 


And more time devoted to nationally 
famous network commentators than all 
other Pittsburgh stations combined. 


a & 
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Armed Forces Need 
For Radio Technicians 
Gets More Emphatic 


Washington, April 28. 

Growing shortage of top-flight 
radio engineers was acknowledged 
by the FCC last week in an order 
further relaxing the requirement 
that first-class operators must man 
the panels of broadcasting stations. 
The Army and Navy have shatched 





so many technicians the Defense 
Communications Board _ recom- 
mended, and the FCC quickly 


granted, additional exemptions. 

Holders of ‘restricted’ radiotele- 
graph or radiotelephone operator 
tickets now can run stations, under 
supervision of a technician with 
first-class rating. At least one 
Grade A man must be retained and 
assume full responsibility for proper 
station operation. 

Before persons with ‘restricted’ 
certificates can be left in charge, the 
FCC declared, proficiency must be 
shown in a_ special examination. 
Special endorsement will be placed 
on the license as a safeguard against 
imposters who’ may try to land on 
payrolls. Examination will be simi- 
lar to that given candidates for 
Class A amateur papers. 





Cavalry Trains Radio Men 

Ft. Riley, Kas., April 28. 
Constantly increasing importance 
of radio communication in modern 
warfare was seen this week in the 
establishment of a new communica- 
tions basic training course, designed 
to produce radio operator-cavalry- 
men, at the Cavalry Replacement 
Trainirfg Center here. Course di- 
rected by Capt. W. B. Long, of Min- 
neapolis, with Lts. Dale Rader and 
Alexander Repke as chief instruc- 
tors. 

Need for trained radio operators 
has increased tenfold with the ad- 
vancement of mechanized warfare, 
according to Capt. Long. Widespread 
tactical. operations by fast-moving 
reconnaisance and combat cars in- 
tensify the communications problems 
of modern warfare, he said. Every 
vehicle must maintain constant com- 
munication with, its particular or- 
ganization. The most practical me- 
dium is radio. 

Evidence of the potential extent 
of radio training among cavalrymen 
is the plan to eventually qualify 
from 50 to 100 of the men in mech- 
anized training as rddio operators. 





All Admen Welcome At N.A.B. 





Tewer, Cleveland, 


April 28. 


Cieveland, 

Eugene Carr, assistant manager of WGAR and chairman of the 
Sales Managers Division ef the National Associatien of Broadcasters, 
urges all and any agency er sponsor officials te consider themselves 
heartily welcome and under blanket invitation to attend the N.A.B. 
convention at the Statler, here, May 11-14. 

Various events of particular appeal to advertisers are scheduled. 
Speakers will include Miller McClinteck of the Advertising Council, 
Gene Flack of Loose-Wiles, Harry Dean Wolfe of Kent University. 

Fer reservations write N.A.B. Housing Committee, 1664 Terminal 

















Remains Outside 





Mutual Meets in Cleveland But 
NAB Membership 





AT DAMROSCH DINNER 


Kobak, Carlin, Summers, Johnstone 
Representing Blue in Columbus 








Edgar Kobak, vice-president; Dr. 
Harry Summers, public service head; 
Phil Carlin, program vice-president, 
and G. W. Johnstone, speciai evenis 
director, will comprise the Blue net- 
work delegation at the dinner in 
honor of Dr. Walter Damrosch dur- 
ing the meeting of the Institute for 
Education by Radio, under the aus- 
pices of Ohio State. 

Dinner will be held Tuesday (8). 


Radio Urged to 
Explain Gravity 
Of Gas Problem 


Washington, April 28. 

Intensive use of radio to empha- 
size the importance of war prob- 
lems in specific areas was made last 
week when stations in the 17 Atlantic 
seaboard states, District of Columbia, 
Oregon and Washington were urged 
to drive home the serious oil and 
egasOline shortage. 

Even before the Office of Price 
Administration decided conditions 
necessitated a resort to rationing, the 
Office of Facts and Figures had en- 
listed score of broadcasters in a cam- 
paign to encourage rigid voluntary 
conservation. 











Ruth Howard on WMCA, N. Y. 
Ruth Howard, daughter of 
comedian Tom Howard, begins a 
woman’s program on WMCA, New 
York, Monday (4). She'll occupy a 
10:30-i11 a.m. spot Monday-Friday; 
program will start sustaining, but is 





Irving Beck Engineering 
New WSNY, Schenectady 


Scheneciady, N. Y., April 28. | 
Irving P. Beck, a member of | 
WGY’s operating staff for the past | 
two years, has been appointed chief | 
engineer of WSNY. This is the new | 
local Sehenectady station promoted | 


midsummer. Beck will 
the technical details of the station’s 
studio and transmitter construction, 
on which work is to begin soon. 

Licensed for 250 watts on 1240 
kilocycles. 


‘VICTORY MATINEE’ 





News, Spert, Orchestra, Vocals, Parts 
ef WBBM Session 





Chicago, April 28. 
*Victory Matinee’ is new afternoon 


from 3:15 to 4:30 PM, 
Monday. through Friday sustainer. 
Talent line-up for program in- 
cludes Caesar Petrillo and orchestra, 
Jack Fulton, Novelty Aces, Fran Al- 
lison, Vera Lane, Jean Browne and 
Yogi Yorgesson. 
‘ Jimmy Hilliard’s orchestra, Bob 
Atcher and Bonnie Blue Eyes will 
augment the usual cast from time 
to ti 





Howard Teichman on ‘Valiant’ 

Howard Teichman has taken over 
scripting of ‘Valiant Lady,’ serial on 
CBS for General Mills (Bisquick), 
effective .with the Monday (27) 
chapter. Knox Reeves is the agency. 

In addition te currently authoring 
the CBS war show, “They Live For- 
ever,’ Teichman wrote the first few 
editions of ‘Stories America Loves’ 
for General Mills. He formerly 





scripted various commercials. 


| 
by the Leighton & Nelson Agency, | 
which hopes to start broadcasting in | 
supervise | 


tambouree on WBBM. Program runs | 
CWT, as a| 


}intended for participating sponsor- 


ship. 

Miss Howard has conducted similar 
programs on stations in Chicago and 
Buffalo. 


af 





Proposed new stock reallocation 
plan for Mutual will be voted upon 
by the network’s stockholder-direc. 
tors May 10, at the Cleveland hotel, 
Cleveland, during the annual con- 
vention of the National Assn. of 
Broadcasters. Session will be held 
in the morning, with another meet- 
ing of Mutual affiliates scheduled for 
the same hotel that night. 


Pending the reallocation vote, the 
executive committee, consisting of 
representatives of WOR, New York: 
WGN, Chicago; the Don Lee and 
Colonial networks, and WHK, Cleve- 
land, will continue to handle Mutual 
affairs requiring more immediate ac- 
tion than would be possible if held 
for decision by the full board of di- 
rectors. If the reallocation proposal 
ig defeated the executive committee 
will continue as at present. 

Because it no longer holds mem- 
bership in the N.A.B. Mutual will 
not have flower girls at the con- 
vention’s opening session to present 
flowers to all the delegrates. 


NO PLAY-BY-PLAY THIS 
YEAR IN ROCHESTER 


Rochester, N. Y., April 28. 

Radio play-by-play baseball is 
missing here first time in years as 
the Rochester Red Wings opened In- 
ternational League season. Formerly 
both WHAM and WHEC had com- 
peting sponsored _ reports. Then 
WSAY took over, but this year cost 
and difficulty of getting consecutive 
time reportedly stymied negotiations. 

All three stations are stressing 
scores. 








LYMAN, MILLER IN NAVY 
Seattle, April 28. 

Pete Lyman, formerly continuity 
head at KOMO-KJR, is now Lieu- 
tenant, Junior grade, in the Navy. 
Reg Miller, formerly an announcer 
at KOMO-KJR, is also in the Navy 
carrying a rating of Ensign. 

Don Austin-is back at station as a 
news broadcaster. 




















ZOZZ>L VOW 


17th WEEK!! 
ROXY, N. Y. 


Decca Records 











‘Are You a Cenius’—CBS 
Daily, 5:00 p.m. 


Personal Mgmt. PAUL KAPP 


Guest Star 


SCHAEFER REVUE 


WEAF, May 11, 7:30 p.m. 


Booking: MCA Artists, Lid. 
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~ Matual’s Kid Shows Go Blue 





‘Lone Ranger’ Starts At 





Once—‘Jack Armstrong’ 


Moves in the Fall 





General Mills late yesterday after- 
noon (Tuesday) turned “The Lone 
Ranger’ and ‘Jack Armstrong’ serials 
over to the Blue Network. The loss 
is the Mutual network’s. ‘Lone 
Ranger’ starts over a Blue hookup 
of 70-odd stations this Monday (4), 
while the other kid show isn’t due 
to bow on the same web until the 
fall. When it does it will be be- 
tween 90 and 100 stations. 

The deal as worked out with the 
account permits Blue affiliates that 
are unable to broadcast ‘Ranger’ at 
6-6:30 p.m, to take it off the line on 
dise and rebroadcast it at 7:30 p.m. 

The Blue sales department had 
been given a week by General Mills 
to produce clearance for ‘Ranger’ on 
the stipulated stations and the dead- 
line for that leeway was yesterday 
(Tuesday). It was reported that the 
network had experienced difficulty 
in getting right of way in several 
towns, including Chicago and Cleve- 
laud, because the requested period 
comes under station option time or 
for other reasons. The Blue an- 
nounced yesterday (Tuesday) that 
the Chicago angle had been solved. 

The ‘Armstrong’ serial’s time on 
the Blue will be 5:30-5:45 p.m., 
while the ‘Ranger’ will operate on 
a thrice weekly basis. ‘Capt. Mid- 
night,” it was understood, would 
eventually be added to make it a 
full hour for General Mills. ‘Ranger’ 
plugs Kix and ‘Armsirong,’ Wheaties. 

In connection with its negotiations 
with General Mills the Blue denied 
the report that the 6-6:30 slot was 
being sold on other than a night-time 
basis, and reaffirmed its assurance 
that the terms given General Mills 
will be available to any other adver- 
tiser. 

Agencies involved are Knox- 
Reeves (‘Armstrong’) and Blackett- 
Sample-Hummert, of Chicago, (‘Lone 
Ranger’). 


SERVICE GROUPS 
DISCUSS WAR 
PUBLICITY 


Henriette K. Harrison, national 
radio director of the Young Men’s 
Christian Assn., will preside over a 
meeting at the Ohio State Institute 
for Education by Radio at Columbus 
next week. The subject ‘Public Re- 
lations in War-Time’ will have the 
following participants: 

Hazel Kenyon, KIRO, Seattle. 

Paul Frailey, United Charities, 
Philadelphia. 

Dorothy Gordon, 
gram personality. 

Bert Taylor, 
Inc. 

David Resnick, National Society 
for Prevention of Blindness. 

Edward McGrail, American Legion. 

Gloria Chandler, Junior League. 


GREGORY AS WEAF BOSS, 
CARMICHAEL ASSISTS 


Sherman D. Gregory has been 
named manager of NBC’s key N. Y. 
outlet, WEAF. He continues, how- 
ever, as manager of NBC managed 
and operated stations with the net- 
work’s station relation department. 


» 








children’s pro- 


Community Chest, 
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came from WLW, Cincinnati, wul 
function as Gregory’s assistant. 





Geraldine Farrar Guest On 
McBride Birthday Show 


Mary Margaret McBride celebrates 
her eighth year if’ radio Monday (4) 
with a birthday broadcast over 
WEAF, New York. 

Geraldine Farrar, who periodically 
has appeared cn radio programs 
since she retired from the Metropol- 
itan Opera, will be Miss McBride’s 
guest along with Peggy Wood, Flor- 
ence Reed and Otto Kruger. 





Seattle—Eddie Rivers, recently 
RKO publicity rep in Minneapolis, 
Cleveland and Detroit, has returned 
to the Pacific Northwest, to handle 
publicity and promotion for KRSC. 


By-Products 





Auburndale, Mass., April 28. 
Unclaimed woolen mufflers 
left behind at. Totem Pole Ball- 
room here, are to be cut and 
sewn together to make one or 
more patchwork afgans, and to 
be auctioned by Dick Jurgens 
when he opens May 27. 
Proceeds will go to a local 
charity. 


Bump Hadley on WBZ 


Boston, April 28. 

Irving D. ‘Bump’ Hadley, ex- 
pitcher, started yesterday (27) as 
baseball and general sports an- 
nouncer on WBZ-WBZA, to be heard 
daily Monday through Saturday. 

Hadley spent 15 years’ in major 
league baseball. 














FOOTBALL GUESSER BACK 


Dick Dunkle Resumes as a Time- 
Buyer—Joins Donahue & Coe 





Dick Dunkle has returned to time 
buying. He’s now with the Donahue 
& Coe agency. He was formerly 
with Benton & Bowles. 

When he quit it was to confine 
himself exclusively to his system of 
forecasting the results of football 
games. 


STUDIO AUDIENCES BACK 
AT WGY, SCHENECTADY 


Schenectady, N. Y., April 28. 

Ban on studio audiences at WGY, 
put into effect some five months ago 
as a precautionary measure, has 
been relaxed. Two leading programs, 
‘The Little Red School House’ (com- 
mercial quiz) and ‘Speaking of 
Books’ (sustainer with name authors 
and critics) are now being aired 
before visuals in the audience studio. 

‘School House’ was shifted to 
Proctor’s theatre and later to the 
Van Curler hotel, after GE clamped 
down the lid on visitors to WGY. 
‘Books’ was transferred to the Union 
College chapel. 








Eddie Condon Jive Tribe May Do 








A Spell on XEW, Mexico City 


Now He Talks 


Hollywood, April 28. 
A dashing figure of the silent 
pictures, Neil Hamilton was seen 
but not heard. Now it’s the other 
way around. He’ll be heard but 
not seen. 
Thompson agency has picked 
him to announce the new Nelson 
Eddy-Old Gold series. 











JOE BURGESS INTO ARMY 


CBS Personnel Director Probably 
Will Be Captain 








Joseph Burgess, personnel direc- 
tor of CBS, expects to go into the 
Army Air Corps in a few days with 
the commission of Captain. 

He will probably be stationed in 
California, doing procurement work. 
John Carey is expected to succeed 
him. 














“Advertising and merchandising are dynamic 
and not static instruments in the conduct of 


American industry. 


continuously used, 


As such they must be 
experimented with and 


constantly improved. To abandon advertising 


for any period is to lose the accrued benefits 
of earlier investments. 


“In my opinion this is especially true for 
radio. The new potentials and the possibili- 





in America’s future . 


ties yet uncovered in the field of radio ad- 
vertising—indeed in all fields of advertising 





Deal is being negotiated by Al 
Steele, of the D’Arcy agency, to put 
a 10-man jazz band composed of U.S. 
musicians, headed by guitarist Eddie 
Condon, on XEW, Mexico. If idea 
goes through it would keep the outfit 
on the powerful Mexico City outlet 
all summer sponsored by various 
local products. 

Condon and a group of his jazz 
men, who recently staged a success- 
ful series of concerts at Town Hall, 
N. Y., were televized recently by 
CBS. Date was deemed so accept- 
able that a duo of Dave Bowman, _ 
piano, and Eddie Dougherty, drums, 
was rushed back for another pro- 
gram Monday (20), and additional 
work for the larger combo is being 
arranged. 





WRAW, of Reading, Pa., has named 
William G. Rambeau Company as 
national representatives. 





“T0 ABANDON ADVERTISING FOR 
ANY PERIOD IS TO LOSE THE ACCRUED 
BENEFITS OF EARLIER INVESTMENTS” 


Says DONALD D. DAVIS, 
President, GENERAL MILLS, Ine. 


—constitute a great challenge for American 
industry. Advertising is the vehicle through 
which we reach the entire American public, 
but it does not stop there: It is also the vehicle 


through which business 


keeps in intimate 


touch with the reactions and desires of the 


whole public. 


“Therefore, I believe firmly that continued 
advertising is not only industry’s responsi- 
bility to itself, but responsibility to the 


American people.” 
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. « whose fortitude in fotal war add. another shout of defiance to the | 
of free American enferprise and democracy .. . this space is dedicated by The Nation's Station. 
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No Renewal for ‘This Is War’ 





DINAH SHORE TO L. A. 


| Radio Singer Not Yet Set For 
Picture Assignment 








Dinah Shore left New York for 


Ends with May 9 Broadcast—Norman Corwin to yojllywood Sunday (26) afternoon, 
Collapse on Ranch 





Norman Corwin, director-writer 
of the four-network ‘This Is War’ 
program, will take a vacation on a 
ranch in the southwest when the 
show goes off the air with the May 9 
broadcast. In the meantime, how- 
ever, he will probably settle details 
on another assignment. He has two 
radio offers and a picture bid. 

Only advance stipulation Corwin 
is making about his future radio or 
film work is that it be related to the 
war, as he is not interested in stories 
of an escapist slant. Neither of his 
two radio offers is from a Govern- 
ment agency, but would involve war 
subject programs presented by a net- 
work or agency. 

Corwin himself is writing the two 
final ‘This Is War’ programs. This 
Saturday’s (2) will deal with youth 
in the present crisis, while the con- 
cluding one will be an analytical 
breakdown of listener mail about the 
series. Number of the more pro- 
vocative ones will be answered on 
the air. 


20TH’S TOP STUDIO 
EXECS EAST ON BIZ 


Hollywood, April 28. 

Twentieth-Fox studio this week is 
bereft of its top execs, due in New 
York ‘by midweek for confabs with 
Spyros Skouras and Tom Connors 
on finances and operations for the 
fiscal year beginning Aug. 1. 

William Goetz, Fred Metzler, stu- 
dio treasurer, and Harry Brand, pub- 
licity director, are gone as is Darryl] 
Zanuck, who with Goetz, is attend- 
ing directors meetings. Joe Schenck 
is east on personal biz. 








+ 








Communications Control 
Must Be Exercised At 
Less Cost, Says Congress 


Washington, April 28. 

Members and employees of the 
FCC will do much less junketing next 
year if Congressional economy senti- 
ment continues. The appropriation 
bill carrying cash for the radio regu- 
lators in the year opening July 1 has 
a much smaller amount for travel on 
official business. 

Exact extent of the retrenchment. 
as far as FCC operations are con- 
cerned, has not been doped out. The 
Senate Appropriations Committee 
decreed a percentage reduction for 
all agencies, first move toward 
horizontal reductions in non-war 
outlays, but the Commish has a sub- 
stantial allotment of national defense 
money that may sofien the blow. 

Publicity and travel expenditures 
were subjected to close scrutiny by 
the Senate group before the Inde- 
pendent Offices Appropriations Bill 
was reported. Testimony revealed 
this year the Commish is spending 
$157,000 for rail, boat, and plane 
tickets, and hotel bills, plus $190,000 
for automobile purchase and main- 
tenance. Last year the travel-hotel 
bill was $82,000 and in 1940 only $50.- 
000. Bulk of the rise was attributed 
to national defense and war activi- 
ties, particularly eavesdropping on 
suspected illegal transmitters. 








Ira Blue, KQW, San Francisco, 
sportscaster, had nose operated on to 
improve radio voice. 


but hasn’t been signed to any of the 
picture deals she has been offered. 
Singer will not be on the Eddie Can- 
tor Ipana-Sal Hepatica radio show 
tonight (Wed.) but will be in Holly- 
wood in time for her first program 
for Mum, which starts Friday (1) on 
105 Blue stations. 

| Miss Shore's picture arrangements 
were further complicated last week 
by the receipt of an offer of $50,000 
to make a picture for Universal with 
| Abbott & Costello. She also has of- 
fers from Paramount to work with 
Bing Crosby, and others from Metro, 
and 20th-Fox. 


Spire, McCann-Erickson, 
Aide to Schoenfeld in 
OEM’s Radio Section 


William Spire, radio director of 
the McCann-Erickson agency, leaves 
this week to become assistant to 
Bernard C. Schoenfeld, chief of the 
radio section of the Office of Emer- 
gency Management. His duties will 
be of an administrative nature, par- 
ticularly supervising the new Gov- 
ernment program, ‘Three-Thirds of 
a Nation,’ which airs Wednesday 
nights on the Blue network from the 
Coast. However, he will be stationed 
in Washington. 

Radio section of the OEM also 
handles broadcast activities for the 
War Production Board, Office of 
Price Administrator and the Bureau 
of Economic Warfare. With Spire’s 
addition to the staff, Schoenfeld is 
expected to concentrate more on ar- 
tistic matters. 

Spire’s successor will probably be 
named by McCann-Erickson in a day 
or two. 























Total Coincidental Calls 
This Period: 2,931, of 
which 2°459 were com- 
pleted. (Mar, 17-23 42) 
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_NoPhoto Finish in Knoxville Derby 


WNOX IS HEAVY FAVORITE 
ON EAST TENNESSEE TRACK 


COINCIDENTAL 
SURVEY GIVES 
WNOX 84%. MORE 
LISTENERS THAN 
STATION “B”; AND 











"Tues, thru M 












270% MORE THAN 
STATION “C” (IN 
KNOXVILLE 














ALONE) 











Xt, all three of Knoxville’s good stations, the survey was compli- 
mentary—only six homes out of 2.931 telephoned, were tuned— 





night or day—to 


outside stations. 
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In all Tennessee WNOX 


a eee 





delivers the 
biggest CBS market east of Memphis——both 


When Mr. Hooper comes to Knoxville we 
believe he'll find the same facts discovered by 
the able heads of the University of Tennessee 
Departments of Marketing and Advertising— 
E. O. Dille and E. E. Garrison—who conducted. 


I 





Construction at WNOX is almiost com- 
pleted for operation with 10,000 watts both 


night and day on 990 ke. 





From the Production Centres 


IN HOLLYWOOD... 


Tue Rapio Trade Is Discussinc: Those eleventh-hour demands for 
time by government agencies for their speakers and the resultant 
nervous tension among program writers and producers . . . Program 
buyers in from the east that aren’t buying for the summer, just look- 





+ 





ing ... The slim attendance from here at N. A. B. convention in Cleve- 
land, the operators preferring to remain closer to home during these 
perilous times ... General Motors’ Radio buy. 





Hands were thrown in the air at NBC last week when orders came 
through to avail studio space for Xavier Cugat and his Camel rhumbaists, 
come May 5. Tuesday being what it is with six comedy shows, which of 
necessity require audiences, it became necessary to farm out the Cugat 
crew. So he'll pitch in Hollywood Radio Playhouse studio, which other- 
wise is used for youngsters learning how....For summer buyers the Blue 
network is winging cross country an etherized version of ‘Hopalong Cas- 
sidy’ May 1....Brewster Morgan, by his own admission, used to be hot 
stuff back on the Colorado plains at roping steer. Feeling his old self 
again after taking the rest cure in Arizona from a breakdown at CBS he 
sought a lariat and an object. His aim was true, but the bovine sensed a 
tenderfoot....After a few more days when his back has yielded to treat- 
—_ Morgan will return to his New York base, far from the bellowing 

ogies. 

Sid Strotz wanted to show his bride the beauties of coastal California 
so he motored to Frisco and back, let the tire treads thin where they may 
.... Lawton Campbell took a look at Edna Mae Oliver in ‘The Private 
Life of Patience Prim’ but made no commitments for Ruthrauff & Ryan. 
He’s still shopping for summer replacements for ‘Big Town’ and Bob 
Burns’ souper....Richfield Reporter (John Wald and Don Forbes) now 
in its 11th year of newscasting along the Coast....Milton Berle takes his 
‘Three Ringers’ to the Marine base at San Diego May 5, first outside pitch 
for the show....Georgé Randall, late with televiser W6XAO, was promoted 
to a corporal at Camp Lee, Va. Refreshing to hear of someone from Hol- 
lywood who didn’t begin his military career as a lieutenant-colonel.... 
Nat Wolff in Washington to talk over with W. B. Lewis, radio director of 
Office of Facts and Figures, his functions as headman here for OFF’s 
radio division....Dick Marvin still around but he hasn't bought any sum- 
mer shows yet. All such deals must wait until May 15, he sez....Arch 
Oboler addresses Institute for Education by Radio at Ohio State Univer- 
sity May 5....Radio City stripped of biggies for the next week or 10 days, 
the exodus being to Frisco where the network is breaking in a new studio. 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


THE Rapio TrApE Is Discussinc: Those horror and really horrible— 
pictures of Japanese atrocities contained in WLW’s brochure about its 
Asiatic expert, Carroll Alcott—-the exodus to Ohio State’s Institute For 
Education by Radio opening this Sunday (3)—the departure of Gene 
Buck from the ASCAP presidency—Neville Miller’s status just before 
the Cleveland picnic. 





Tom Harrington, Young & Rubicam radio head, vacationing. ...Vince 
Donahue, former radio actor, for the last six months headquarters ser- 
geant at Mitchel Field, now taking officers’ training course at Miami.... 
WWRL airing a new vox-pop show, ‘What’s Your Story?’...Cameron Haw- 
ley, Armstrong Cork advertising manager, now collaborates on and occa- 
sionally authors (with air credit) scripts on Armstrong ‘Theatre of Today’ 
program....actor-scripter Bob Sloane to become father in June... .Phil- 
lips Lord will ‘attend’ dress rehearsals of his ‘Gangbusters’ program by 
direct line from the studio to Ellsworth, Me....He lives on an island off 
shore, but will come to the mainland every week to hear the tune-up 
session....Charm-Kurl hair-waver sponsoring daily film chatter series 
on WHN by Adrienne Ames....Fred Barr, announcer, has been upped to 
assistant program director of WWRL....‘Treasure Hour of Song’ adopted 
guest-star policy and, effective May 8, switches time from Saturday to 
Friday nights on Mutual. 

Those like-named announcers, George A. and George P. Putnam, have 
added to confusion by the first radio-spieling for General Electric, and 
the latter doing shorts for Western Electric....American Academy of 
Arts and Letters awarded Norman Corwin a $1,000 grant, or the equiva- 
lent of four weeks’ salary....helping the deserving poor artist....Frank 
E. Mullen spent all last week visiting in Miami Beach with Niles Tram- 
mell, convalescent president of NBC....Irene Beasley renewed by Ivory 
Flakes for more musical spots through Compton agency.... 

Gabriel Heatter on two-week vacation, with Frank Singiser subbing on 
his nightly news series....Doc Whipple, organist for ‘Light of the World,’ 
does the elaborate musical accompaniment for the program without re- 
hearsal....Elizabeth Todd, scripter of ‘Amanda of Honeymoon Hill’ for 
Blackett-Sample-Hummert, has also taken on the writing of ‘Young Widder 
Brown’ for the same agency....Don Becker made a ‘comeback’ as a ukelele 
player Saturday morning (25) as guest on ‘Family Party’ for General Mills 

.. Incidentally, he’s now wearing a mustache and beard. 


Orville Prescott, a new critic for the New York Times, and Konrad 
Bercovici, novelist, went to Schenectady with Princess Paul Sapieha, 
author of the recently published ‘Beyond This Shore,’ for WGY’s ‘Speak- 
ing of Books,’ April 24....Mark Woods, Blue network prez, due back next 
week from Hollywood....Harmon Nelson, assistant to Bob Welch, director 
of the Eddie Cantor program, doesn’t go along with the show to the Coast, 
but is switched by the Young & Rubicam agency to assisting on the Kate 
Smith stanza....James O'Neill, of the agency’s Coast staff, will be Welch’s 
new assistant....‘Green Hornet’ dramatic series on the Blue changes story 
subject matter from anti-gangster to anti-espionage stuff....Hal Graves, 
who formerly announced the NYA symph broadcasts on WNYC, has 
switched to WWRL, succeeding Gus Chan, who joined the army....Blue 
network has renewed its ‘Wake Up, America’ sustainer aired in coopera- 
tion with the American Economic Foundation, but will cut it from an 
hour to 45 minutes....“This Is the Truth,” Mort Lewis show on the Blue, 
will add a spot debunking Axis propaganda, with material supplied by the 
Donovan committee, 





of the Englishmen discussing ‘Britain's War Effort’ on Columbia's ‘The 
People’s Platform.’ Moderator Lyman Bryson signed on the program, in 


(Continued on page 34) 
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Doctor Sues WMCA, Et ali) 


Emanuel M. Josephson, physician, 
filed a $600,000 libel suit against Sta- 
tion WMCA, the N. Y. Times, N. Y. 
Herald Tribune and N. Y. World 
Telegram, charging libel. Plaintiff 
was chairman of the public health 
committee which sought the election 
of William O’Dwyer as Mayor. 

He charges that last November 
WMCA broadcast a speech of Mayor 
LaGuardia slanderous to him. The 
N. Y. papers earried details of the 
speech. 
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Is There Gold Only i 
People Like Each Other on Serials? 


in Miseries or Can 





New York, N. Y. 
Editor, ‘Variety’: 

Apropos of your article of March 
25 about misery-ridden ‘soap operas’ 
and also the psychiatrist story from 
Buffalo in the same issue, I thought 
you might be interested in my two 
cents worth on the subject. Mark 
Twain said ‘Everybody talks about 
the weather but nobody does any- 
thing about it.’ Well, I've talked 
about the inability of soap operas to 
get away from hospitals and misery 
for quite a while, and finally the 
Blue Network has given me a chance 
to do something about it, so the rest 
és evidently up to me. 

About a year and a half ago, in a 
monthly radio column I wrote for a 
magazine, I stuck in a squib asking 
the readers how they liked the daily 
serials. The response was so great 
and the letters so vehement that I 
devoted my next column to the sub- 
ject. 90% of the answers said in no 
uncertain language that the serials 
were too sad, stark, sobby, etc. 
Summed up, these housewives said 
that they had enough trouble in their 
own lives and they didn’t want to 
hear any more on the air. Where- 
upon the agencies promptly informed 
me that my own little census was all 
wet and that the great big Polls 


} — ____ 


showed that the ladies liked to hear 
about amputations, impending blind- 
ness and little babies who turned out 
to have two heads. 


At the time I was too busy writing 
plays designed to run a maximum of 
six (6) days on Broadway and I 
didn’t do anything about it. Then 


last fall in a spare moment I whipped 
up a serial idea called ‘A House in 
The Country.’ It was just about a 
young married couple who yielded 
to the national urge to go back to 
the soil and who left the sidewalks 
of New York for a cottage on a 
country road. They had fun and 
they started to live and they got a 
kick out of life. That’s all, very 
simple, but the important thing is— 
they had fun. 

Well, the Blue Network took a 
chance and put it on five days a 
week in the morning. It’s still on. 
No doors have been broken down in 
a rush by sponsors to corral it. May- 
be it will never sell soap. Maybe 
in a while there won’t be any soap 
to sell and I’m sitting pretty. But 
the thing I find interesting—and sat- 
isfying—is what the fan mail says. 
It’s coming in and it’s building and 
it sings the same song with no ex- 
ception. Every letter approves of 
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the program for the exact reason for 
which I wrote it. 

Here are some excerpts: ‘What a 
relief to hear a program where 
people are getting along together.’ 

.‘Do you know that I used to think 
that people who listened to morning 
stories on the radio ought to have 
their heads examined?’...‘One day 
my neighbor asked meé what pro- 
gram I had on the radio, she was 
listening to one so sad she felt 
terrible. I told her and now we 
laugh together.’...‘If only more radio 
people would realize that.the aver- 
age listener would like more humor 
and less stark tragedy’...‘I am the 
mother of five children and get 
enough worries and cares with every 
day life and that is why I like to 
listen to something cheerful’...and 
finally, ‘Cheers! At last you have a 
soap opera minus the soap!’ 

Maybe I’m wrong. Maybe the 
people who wrote those letters are 
wrong. Maybe the Blue is wrong. 
But I don’t think so. I don’t think 
the Trend is coming. I thirk it’s 
here. I’m no crusader, but at least 
I did try to do something about the 
weather. And after all, I only know 
what I read in ‘Variety.’ 

Raymond Knight. 


U.S. JAVELINS 
PHONE, RADIO 
TRUSTS 


Washington, April 28. 

Patent restriction complaints 
against Bell Telephone System and 
RCA were renewed today at Senate 
Patents Committee hearing on pro- 
posals to force release of tied up pat- 
ents needed for war effort. Charges 
that A.T. & T. and RCA have sought 
to establish monopolies in communi- 
cations, broadcasting equipment, and 
film apparatus fields were made by 
William H. Bauer, FCC attorney. 

With more than 9,000 patents of 
its own plus rights to greater num- 
ber of ideds protected by others, 
Telephone System has issued but 
few licenses and followed policy of 








.| limiting use of its patents so the 


Bell System will not be endangered 
in the telephone field, Bauer testi- 
fied. Patent agreements with com- 
panies located in numerous other 
countries—including Axis nations— 
give RCA ‘very dominant position’ in 
radio communications field, he said. 





VERNON SMITH’S NEW LOT): 





Heads World-Herald Advertising As 
Well As KOWH 





Omaha, April 28. 


Vernon ‘Bing’ Smith, manager of 
KOWH for the past three years, has 
been placed ir charge of all adver- 
tising by the Omaha World-Herald 
which owns KOWH. The promotion 
follows resignation of Fred Rowden, 
who goes to St. Louis Post-Dispatch. 

Frank Shopen, who has been as- 
sistant in managing KOWH, will be- 
come manage: of the station under 
Smith, who will still exercise super- 
vision over it, 


Condon’s Three-Way Job 
Cleveland, April 28. 


Maurice Condon, announcer, has 
been named promotion director of 
WGAR, combining offices of mer- 
chandising, publicity and promotion. 
He succeeds Charles Newcomb, who 
left for WWNC, Ashville, N. C. 

Lloyd Wingert has been promoted 
assistant chief engineer, WGAR. 


WJW Up By July 15 


Akron, O., April 28. 


WJW, Akron, will operate on its 
increased power of 5,000 watts. and 
on a new frequency, 850 kilocycles, 
by July 15, barring unforeseen com- 
plications. 

The new WJW transmitter will be 
located one-half mile north of Bot- 
zum, O. 











James Abbe Joins KGW-KEX. 
Portland, Ore., April 28. 


James Abbe, war correspondent 
and photographer, has joined the 
news staff of KGW-KEX, local outlet 
of the NBC and Blue networks. He 
will do two programs daily, writing 
his own scripts. 

A photographer-correspondent for 
50 years, Abbe has been broadcasting 
in the U.S. for two years. 








From the Production Centres 


Continued from page 32 


New York, with a quotation from Shakespeare and then switched it to 
London, where Bob Trout introduced the speakers (at 2:30 a.m.). 

Murray Boland will be the production assistant in charge of balancing 
on the Eddie Cantor show when it goes to the Coast....Joe Quillan, John 
Rapp end Izzy Elinson go along as writers....Ciarence Van Auken, in 
charge of the WOR mail room, recuping in French hospital from appen- 
dectomy....Gerard Conway resigned from the station’s mail room last 
week to join the Army Air Corps....Danie] Ehrenreich quit the WOR 
engineering staff to become a Lieutenant in the U. S. Signal Corps. ...Esty 
Stowell, Benton & Bowles radio business manager, to the Coast for huddles 
on the Maxwell House show....Young <. Rubicam production assignment 
changes move Charles Powers on ‘Bright Horizon,’ replacing Henry Hull 

...He also does the studio production job on the Ed Murrow program for 
International Silver....Hull succeeds Bill Rousseau on ‘We Love and 
Learn’ and also becomes assistant to Francis Van Hartesveldt on ‘Aldrich 
Family’....Zita Johann joined ‘Second Husband’ cast....Frederic Tozere 
added to ‘Our Gal Sunday’ troupe....Muriel Pollack (Mrs. Bill Donald- 
son) back from Florida vacation and playing the organ accompaniment on 
‘David Harum’ and ‘Stella Dailas’....Eddie Lewis, of the ‘Kidoodlers,’ sub- 
bing as guitarist for ‘John’s Other Wife’ while Stan Davis vacations..., 
Howard Petrie and George Ansbro have swapped announcer assignments, 
the former now doing ‘Second Husband’ and ‘Amanda’ and the latter 
handling ‘John’s Other Wife’ and ‘Just Plain Bill’....Leona Roberts joined 
‘Stella Dallas’ cast....Charlotte Ives new to ‘Lorenzo Jones’ troupe.... 
Ken Schon now the bass in the ‘America the Free’ choir, succeeding Roger 
Kinne, who joined the Army....Ian Martin into ‘Just Plin*Bill’ casi. 

Bob Wood subbing as CBS news chief until return of Paul White..., 
Latter is ill and is due back in a month or so....Bill Slocum is handling 
special events in the interim....Bob Trout remains in London, assisting 
Ed Murrow, CBS European news head, for the present....Kay Lorraine 
made five three-minute platters for World Broadcasting library and a 
series of recorded commercials with the Korn Kobblers, for the Ziv 
agency....Mutual will air a daily horse race, spieled by Bryan Field, from 
various tracks, 4:15-4:30 p.m., starting Monday (4)....Network carried 
such broadcasts only twice-weekly last year....Mutual shutters its ‘Play- 
house’ (Maxine Elliott theatre) after the final ‘Spotlight Band’ show Satur- 
day night (2)....‘Double or Nothing’ and ‘Treasure Hour of Song’ will be 
moved to other studio-theatres....Hay McClinton, Ayer agency vice-prez 
on leave to produce “This Is War,’ will probably take an Office of Facts 
and Figures job....Ensign John Driscoll, formerly with B. B. D. & O., will 
probably take another radio assignment for the Navy Department when 
‘This Is War’ folds....John S. Young, dialog scripter of ‘Bright Horizon,’ 
authors ‘Second Mrs, Burton,’ which starts Monday (4) on a Coast hookup 
for Benton & Bowles....Harry Kronman is now set as writer on the 
Shirley Temple-‘Junior Miss’ series for Procter & Gamble, also B. & B. 


IN CHICAGO 


Mason Moltzner joined ‘Scattergood Baines’ - Olan Soule returned 
from Florida vacation for ‘Romance of Helen Trent’... Eugene Conley, 
former NBC tenor now with San Carlo opera, guested on Roy Shield 
Revue. ... Thomas Gootee, NBC studio engineer, adapted ‘Lights in Dark- 
ness’ for Author’s Playhouse. He leaves for Army as Second Lieutenant, 
night of broadcast. ... Clem McCarthy getting things in order for race 
broadcasts over WAIT. . . . Same station still looking for a good Eng- 
lish mike-man for their Reuter’s news broadcasts. 

Lou Cowan’s Quiz Kids were guests of WJJD for opening baseball game. 
Kids worked with Pat Flanagan and Jack Fitzpatrick on series of base- 
ball program throughout the day, giving sports slants and play by play 
account of game....Shirley Ebner and Meg Haun have leads in ‘Between 
These Two’ on WJJD’s Northwestern Radio Play Shop. . .. Myrna Dee 
Sergeant, style commentator, starts three a week series on WJJD. It’s 
her eighth year on air. . . . Cab Calloway on Blue ‘Quizzcale’ revising 
his now famous ‘jive dictionary’ . Barbara: Fuller heads American 
Federation of Radio Artists local bond drive. .. . Yogi Yorgesson added 
to WBBM ‘Victory Matinee.’ 

Jack Baker, ‘Breakfast Clubber,’ recipient of silver loving cup for sell- 
ing most war bonds and stamps in Evanston....Ray Ferris, WLS’ pro- 
ducer, elected vice-commander of American Legion Post....Bob Cunning- 
ham of WBBM announcing staff takes over George Guyon’s supervisor 
post. Guyon off to army....Luise Barclay joins ‘Romance of Helen Trent’ 
..Lorainne Hall, WBBM woman editor, off to Coast, to visit son in 
Marines....Joe Novy, CBS engineer, now supervising FM operations in 
Chicago, replacing Ellery Plotts, who left for defense post....Tobey Pornes 
of Northwestern University added to CBS educational department....Stu 
Dawson and Chuck Logan back from St. Louis trip with ‘Fall Out for 
Fun’ show....Eddie Goldberg added to ‘Brewster Boy’....Dan Bowers 
joins ‘Romance of Helen Trent’....David Dole is the new puppy effect on 
‘Helen Trent’....Emily Davis and H. L. Shrader guests on National Farm 
and Home Hour to discuss diet....Laurette Fillbrandt added to cast of 
‘Flying Patrol,’ new NBC adventure serial....Janet Nicol joined WBBM 
program department, secretarial staff....Genevieve Kaleth of WBBM 
transcription department spends all her spare time tooting a trumpet in 
Chicago Woman’s Symphony.,...Leo Curley, Ralph Camargo, and Barbara 
Fuller will handle assignments in this week’s ‘Authors Playhouse’ on NBC 

...-Henry Cooke, NBC announcer, leaves for armed forces in May.... 
Gene Baker, former free lance announcer, and Ned LeFevre, actor, now 
on announcing payroll at NBC....Visitors in Chicago this week included 
P. J. Meyer of KFYR, B. J. Lavin of WDAY, J. V. McConnell, NBC East- 
ern Division sales manager....Harry Kopf of NBC back from San Fran- 
cisco. 
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‘Lord's Dayers’ New Attack 


Toronto, April 28. 


On the unique plea that commercial announcements on Sunday pro- 
grams are ‘unfair to other advertising media,’ deputation of the Lord’s 
Day Alliance called on Canadian Broadcasting Corp. officials, seeking 
ban on Sunday air advertising, but were told that certain commit- 
ments had been made by contract with program sponsors. 

Point was made by Rev. George Webber, general secretary of the 
LDA, that newspapers and magazines provide advertising on a six- 
day-week basis and that radio was unfair to such media. He had no 
answer ready as to whether Sunday reading required the skipping of 


ads. 








— 


Payroll Traffic 





Milwaukee.—Don Hendricks, form- 
erly at KWNO, Winona, Ming, has 
oined the announcing staff of 
WTMJ-W55M. 





San Antonio. — Monte Kleban, 
WOAI, into Army. 

Toledo.—Merrill Pheat of WSPD, 
Toledo, has returned to the Air Corps 
as a first lieutenant, assigned to the 
field at Santa Ana. ‘te was a flier 
during last war. 





Akron, O.—Garnet Dunkle has re- 
tired from the sales staff of WAKR, 
Akron, to await the arrival of an 
heir, Ethel Hawes has also left the 
station’s sales staff. 





Toledo, O.—Bob Ingham, formerly 
with WTOL here, is now sports an- 
nouncer at KLO, Ogden, Utah. 





Tuscola, Ill. — Number of staff 
changes have recently taken place 
at WDZ, Tuscola. ‘Dippy’ Johnston, 
a member of the staff, has been 
upped to production manager. Mur- 
ray Knight, formerly with the 
Edward Petry station rep office in 
Chicago, has joined the station as 
continuity editor. Johnny Paul, who 
recently joined WDZ as announcer, 
is publicity director. 

Fay Walls, of Mattoon, IIl., has 
joined the staff of WDZ as violinist 
and Larry Dair, fiddler, guitarist and 
vocalist, has returned to radio as a 
WDZ staff member after two years 
touring Illinois. Gordon Miller, of 
Eauclaire, Wis. and Don Wilson, 
formerly of WDWS, Champaign, II1., 
and WGTL, Galesburg, have joined 
the WDZ engineering staff. 





Atchison, Kansas—Paul Roscoe re- 
sumed managerial duties at Station 
KVAK, here, as of April 13. He had 
formerly handled same position, but 
had been absent from Atchison more 
than a year on other radio connec- 
tions. New manager replaces L. S. 
McClure, who returns to newspaper 
work in Herrington, Kansas. 

Walt Bodine continues as program 
director of KVAK. 





Cleveland—Fred H. Smith, for- 
merly of WCLE, Chicago, has joined 
WHK announcing staff. 

Alun Jenkins, WHK announcer, 
has enrolled in Great Lakes Naval 
Training Station. 

Pittsburgh—Bob Peebles is the lat- 
est addition tc the WCAE announc- 
ing staff. He comes from WJTN, 
Jamestown, N. Y. 

Fred Klaus has replaced John Ott 
in the engineering department at the 
Same station. Ott has re-enlisted in 
the navy, where he has already 
served a four-year stretch. 





Pittsburgh—Latest addition to the 
KDKA engineering staff is Clifford 
L. Gorsuch, who comes in as studio 
operator. He was formerly chief 
engineer at WSLB, Ogdensburg, 
N. Y.; WCED, Dubois, Pa., and WISR, 
Butler, Pa. 

Jim Greenwood, former assistant 
chief engineer at WCAE, is studying 
at the University of Houston, Hous- 
ton, Tex., as a member of the Navy. 
He is classed as a specialist in high 
frequency radio waves. 





Troy,N. Y.—Bob Colville, WTRY 
announcer, will be inducted into the 
Army on May 1. 





Portland, Ore.—Ralph Greer, traf- 
fic manager of KGW-KEX, Portland, 
has joined the Army, and his place 
has been taken by Mildred Lester, 
his assistant for the last five years. 
Helen Thorburn has been named 
Miss Lester’s assistant. 





Omaha.—Vic Brugh readying self 
for coast guard post and announcer 
Henry Kelpe expects to join the 
army soon, 





Lincola. — Bill Wright, assistant 
continuity chief for KFAB-KFOR, 


Lincoln, has been transferred to 
KOIL, Omaha, as service manager. 
He was formerly with the Buchanan 
Thomas advertising agency here. 





Moose Jaw, Sask.—Sports an- 
nouncer of CHAB, Moose Jaw, Ron 
Cook, has joined the Royal Canadian 
Air Force. 





Boston — WORL’s announcer Ed 
Dinsmore reported for induction into 
the Army, only to be turned back 
because of reclassification of his case. 
Now, he wants to know whether he 
should turn back his numerous 
gifts. 

Philip Goulding has joined WEEI 
news staff, coming from WLLH, 
Lowell. 


. 
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BON MARCHE STORE 
RETURNS TO RADIO 


Seattle, April 28. 

The Bon Marche department store 
is back on the air regularly again 
after a lay-off of more than two 
years. Truman Bradley cracked the 
account, which is now using a half 
hour weekly musical show on KJR. 

Program, titled ‘Evening Inter- 
lude,’ has ensemble of violin, cello 
and pipe organ with vocalists Alice 
Corlett, soprano, and Bill Anderson, 
tenor. Budget allows for signing 
of visiting singers or actresses if or 
when available. Also may go to 
two or three times a week in the 
near future. 


Army Tie-Up for WGAR 

Series with Marta Abba 

Cleveland, April 28. 

Featuring ex-Broadway actress 
Marta Abba, Western Reserve Uni- 
versity players, cooperating with 
Public Kelations Division of Army, 
will present series of plays over 
WGAR beginning May 2. 

‘Riders of the Sea’ by John Mil- 
lington Synge, will start half-hour 
biweekly broadcasts. 











Fort Worth—Lynn Bigler of sta- 
tion KWFT, Wichita Falls, Texas 
and Harfield Weedin, formerly of 
station KPRC, Houston have joined 
the announcing staffs of stations 
WFAA-KGKO. 








WQAM, Miami, Denies ‘Union Firing’: 
NLRB Gives Ruling Next Month 





Miami, April 28. 
Investigation of charges’ that 
WQAM violated the Wagner labor 
act, by firing an employee because 


he was a member of the American 
Federation of Radio Artists, was 
concluded here today (24) by Trial 
Examiner William P. Webb of Wash- 
ington. Webb reserved ruling for 
three weeks. 

The charges were filed with the 
National Labor Relations Board by 
Sam Parker, president of the Miami 
local of AFRA. The allegations 
were: 

‘That the management fired Fred 
Handrich, announcer, on Dec. 10, 
1941, because of his union affiliation; 
that rights of other employees to or- 
ganize were interfered with; that 
employes were warned not to join 
the union or to withdraw if they had 
already done so, and making other 
statements to employes derogatory to 
the union and its representatives.’ 

In replying to the charges F. W. Bor- 
ton, president of WQAM, claimed that 
Handrich was discharged because his 
services were no longer necessary; 
‘his lack of training and poor de- 
livery made him incapable of han- 
dling news broadcasts after the United 
States entered the war, and that his 





lack of technical training made him 
useless to the station. 


Borton denied that the announcer’s 
union activities had anything to do 
with his dismissal, and brought out 
fact that Leslie Harris, station’s pro- 
duction head and special events an- 
nouncer, also joined the union at the 
same time as Handrich, and his posi- 
tion remained unchanged. Attorney 
for the respondent also pointed out 
that Borton had hired Bill High- 
tower, an AFRA member who re- 
signed from WIOD to join the 
WQAM announcing staff, and previ- 
ous to Handrich’s dismissal wag, 
negotiating with Brad Ansley, WIO 
news editor, also an AFRA member, 
to take a similar position at WQAM. 

Handrich’s successor at WQAM is 
Ellis Hollums, former executive edi- 
tor of the Miami Herald. 

John C. McRee of Atlanta, at- 
torney for the NLRB, handled pres- 
entation of the complaint, and Vie 
Connors, field representative of 
AFRA, was present in an advisory 
capacity. 





Minneapolis—Doug Melges has re- 
signed from WMIN to join WLOL 
as announcer. He replaces Peter 
Temple who has joined the Navy. 











SELLIT WITH MUSIC ON 


“SAY IT WITH MUSIC” 

Here’s a program that makes 
more of music than any otheg 
all-night show. Exclusively mus 
sical are time-signals, stations 
identifications, commercials, 
The only spoken words are 
the short but complete hourly 


news summaries. 


Nia 4e):1.45 
FIRST STATION 


50,000 WATTS -770 KC 















“SAY IT NIFTILY” 

That talented twosome—Kent- 
Johnson—will create your mu- 
sical spot—at no extra cost 
(except charges for recording 
and talent). The team that 
made America musical-spot- 
conscious . i; ; that set long- 
remembered sales records with 
their easily-remembered musi- 
eal jingles will SELL IT and 
“SAY IT WITH MUSIC”— 
for you! 





spot.. 








“SAY IT THRIFTHY”’ 

$400 buys 35 one-minute spots 
a week i; . five a night for 
seven nights! (Lesser frequens 
cies are available.) You'll be 
' reaching the world’s richest 
market over WJZ’s powerful 
signal for as little as $11.43 per 
$11.43 never bought so 
much before! 





Alan Kent and Ginger 
Johnson — creators of 
tue famous Pepsi-Cola 


jingles, the Lucky, 
» Strike, Armour, Bond; 
“. and other famous musié 


cal spots—are available 
without extra charge to # 
advertisers on “Say It 
With Music.” 
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ore 
women 


listen 


more to 


WOR’s 
women’s 


programs 
than to 


those on 


any other 
New York 


station* 


* Statistically we mean, 
women in Greater-New 
York spend 172,125 hours 
tuned to WOR’s women’s 
programs on an average 
weekday— 294% more 
time than they spend lis- 
tening to the same types 
of programs on any other 
New York station. 


Actually, women listen 
38,700 more’ hours to 
WOR’s women’s programs 
on an average weekday 
than to those on ALL 
other New York stations 
combined, 








LUNT-FONTANNE 
With Joseph E. Davies, Igor Gorin, 
George S. Kaufman, Morton Gould 
orch 
30 Mins. 
| Sunday, 10:30 p.m. 
| WOR-Mutual, New York 
As a result of a last-minute de- 
cision, Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fon- 
tanne guested Sunday night (26) on 
‘Keep ’Em Rolling’ (War Produc- 
tion Board series) in a dramatic 


sketch by Arthur Kurlan, the show’s 
director, instead of one by Arch 
| Oboler, as_ previously 
| Why the change 
indicated, but what was immediately 
apparent was that the piece selected, 
titled ‘Harvest,’ 
trivial, incredible and _ theatrically 
shoddy yarn, unfair to artists of the 
standing of this pair. 

Lunt was cast as an aged Russian 
peasant, while Miss Fontanne, for 
| whom no*part was provided in the 
| seript. took on the narrator assign- 
ment. That would have been accept- 
able if the sketch had been worth- 
while, but it was embarrassing. It 
emphasized the helplessness of talent 
on patriotic benefit shows. Lunt and 
Fontanne would never have _ sub- 
mitted to appearing with such mate- 
rial if it had been a commercial 
show, but in the spot of donating 
their services to the Government, 
they could only make the best of an 
impossible situation. 


In contrast to that fiasco, Joseph E. 
Davies, former U. S. ambassador to 
the Soviet Union and author of ‘Mis- 
sion to Moscow,’ guested on the same 
program as interviewee of George S. 
Kaufman. The questions he was 
asked, and his answers, were vitaliy 
topical, while his voice, delivery, 
poise and personality were distinctly 
impressive. In response to Kauf- 
man’s queries, Davies declared he is 
not a Communist, Russia can hold out 
against the Nazis this summer and 
longer, the Soviet government is 
right in not giving the U. S. the use 
of Vladivostok, that we are helping 
ourselves rather than “Communism 
when we help Russia. Incidentally, 
Kaufman has improved greatly as an 
m.c. and radio performer. 


Igor Gorin sang a Russian song in 
vigorous style. Continuity for the 
show was written by Irwin Shaw, 
Martin Gosch and Howard Harris. 
Series folds after next Sunday 
night’s (3) stanza, but may be suc- 
ceeded in the same spot by another 
show for the WPB. Hobe. 





‘THIS IS WAR—No, 10’ 
With James Cagney 
Saturday, 7 p.m. 
All Networks 

Ranald MacDougall, freelancer, 
authored his second script for ‘This 
Is War’ under the title ‘Jimmy Smith 
vs. the Axis.’ While rather sensi- 
tively and finely done, the script was 
slow and rambling and a little ob- 
scure. Jimmy Smith was a typical 
eight-year-old boy who moved 
through the proceedings pulling a 


stick along picket fences, crying 
‘Bang, bang, I’m a machine gun; 
you're a dead Jap.’ 

Narrator James Cagney talked 


about the boy, like a philosopher 
looking down upon him and his fam- 
ily and seeing all the routine of daily 
family life in the framework of the 
great crime of the Hitler gang. 

The dramatized sermon form and 
the failure of the program to say 
anvthing not said before made the 
half-hour relatively dull and repeti- 
tious. It demanded too much pa- 
tience and sympathy of average list- 
eners. Its sentiments were ‘right,’ 
its people recognizable and likeable 
(although the mother seemed pretty 
sharp-tempered and irritable 
throughout), but in final summation 
it’s power to influence opinion 
seemed scattered and mild. Land, 





| ‘PLANTATION PARTY’ 

With Whitey Ford, Louise Massey 
and Westerners (5), Michael Stew- 
art, Doring Sisters (2), Tom, Dick 
and Harry, Plantation Choir (8), 
Charlie Lyons 

| 30 Mins. 

BROWN & WILLIAMSON 

Friday, 8:30 p.m. 

WMAQ-NBC, Chicago 

(Russel M. Seeds) 

This is one of those 
programs, tied together by Whitey 
Ford, billed as the Duke of Paducah. 
Whitey carries the program along 
nicely, and keeps the show well 
paced. Louise Massey and Western- 
ers, who have been around, hold up 
the musical end of the bill. Gang 
of five, are western type singers and 
players (who refuse to be considered 
hillbillies). Their ability at popular 
and Latin-American stuff is equally 
satisfactory. Michael Stewart, a 
tenor, has a smooth voice and lands 
well with ballads. Doring Sisters, 
two gals, mike exceptionally well. 
Their songs are well selected for 
their voices and they go heavy on 
arrangements. Tom, Dick and Harry, 
a male trio, is on for the comedy 
songs and laughs they provide. 

Duke of Paducah, cube character, 
of Whitey Ford, holds the middle 
stanza on program and did a bit on 
tires and automobiles. Ford has a 
new line of comedy, and best of all 
new twists ta most of the old jokes. 
His down-to-earth material and 
friendly personality are sure-fire for 
this type of program. He keeps the 
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| HELEN MENKEN 

‘Second Husband,’ with Joseph Cur- 

| tin, Jay Jostyn, Charita Bauer, 

| Jackie Grimes, Andre Baruch 

15 Mins. 

DR. LYONS-BAYER 

Daily, 11 a.m. 

WJZ-Blue, New York 

(Blackett-Sample-Hummert) 

After a five-year run as an evening 

| half-hour emotional bender on CBS, 

|*‘Second Husband’ has become a five- 
mornings-a-week quarter hour serial 





on WJZ-Blue. Helen Menken remains | 


the star. James Church is director 
and Blackett-Sample-Hummert the 
agency. Bayer asperin, formerly the 
only product, now has the plugs the 
final three days of the week, while 
Dr. Lyons gets them Monday and 
Tuescey. David Davidson scripts it. 

This is the story that has gushed its 
way from Montana to Broadway, to 
Chile, to Hollywood, through a maze 
lof sobbing, throbbing, misery-swab- 
The lady has had 
| nearly every kind of melodrama per- 
petrated upon her in the five years 
during which Miss Menken has held 
a firm grip on the script and her 
digestion. Nobody ever accused the 
program, of understatement or sub- 
tlety, and no scene or situation ever 
passed until milked dry. As a daily 
quarter-hour it comes more into the 
idiom of which it was an arch-exam- 
ple, daytime grief in open valve fal- 
setto. 

Hubby, an officer in the navy, has 
just gone away after a brief fur- 
lough, and, from indications, may be 


months-long intervals. Being at ‘lib- 
erty’ at the moment, our heroine has 
taken a job in a suburban dress shop, 
but there appears to be a Lothario 
waiting to storm her unwilling af- 
fections. 

As heard last week, ‘Second Hus- 
band’ had a farewell scene expressed 
in banal, mawkish terms and direct- 
ed for ultra-intense playing by Miss 
Menken and Josepn Curtin. 

The commercial copy is long, em- 
phatic and repetitious. Andre Baruch 
reads it unctiously. Hobe. 


KATE SMITH-TED COLLINS 
with U. S. Marine Band 
‘Spirit of ’42’ 

Sunday, 2 p.m, 

WABC-CBS, New York 

The former documentary program, 
‘Spirit of °42,’ is now devoted to the 
recrusting of officers for the United 
States Marine Corps. The formula 
worked out by Ted Collins is simple 
and direct. First, there is vigorous 
language, a choice of masculine ad- 
jectives, an overtone of pugnacity 
and fighting spirit. Then there is the 
stirring martial music of the United 
States Marine Band. In short Miss 
Smith and her manager-colleague 
talk about the Marines and the war 
in an all-out idiom, then the music 
fills in the picture. 

Ted Straeter officiated at the piano 
for Miss Smith to render a number 
of pop tunes in her characteristical- 
ly flaming manner. 

The combination of all elements, 
not least being the Smith-Collins 
name values, makes this a first-rate 
war contribution. Land. 


MARION LAVERIDGE 

With Bobby Hookey, Bernie Daley 

Musical 

15 Mins. 

THRIVO DOG FOOD 

Sunday, 5:15 p.m. 

WBZ-Blue, New York 
(Clements) 

In the absence of Olivio Santoro, 
yodeller and singer of western bal- 
lads who had his appendix yanked 
last week, Marion Laveridge took 
over the major warbling assignment 
on stanza caught arid helped make it 
an entertaining quarter-hour. 

Miss Laveridge came through in 
refreshing, youthful style with ‘My 
Bill,’ ‘Always Remember,’ and ‘Pony 
Boy.’ Latter number was also used 
with interpolation which tied in with 
Thrivo. Girl is a regular on the 
show, though subordinate to San- 
|toro when latter is on. 
| The juvenile tempo and over-all 
| kid appeal maintained indicates a fa- 
|vorable reception. Bobby Hookey, 
like Miss Laveridge, a recruit from 
ithe Horn and Hardart ‘Children’s 
| Hour,’ was a guest singer. Four- 
| year-old gave out in lusty cowboy 
fashion with ‘“Texas,’ while Bernie 
| Daley, boy drummer. contributed 
1‘1-A in the Army’ on the skins. 

Commercials are not too trying 
for length and explain the value of 
the dog food which now comes in 
the form of a dry mix. Thrivo went 
off the Blue net Feb. 8. then spon- 
soring the Moylan Sisters, due to 
the tin shortage. Problem was solved 
by cardboard packaging. Mori. 














‘Plantation Party’ paced, and makes 
it the lively show that it is. 

Commercials for the program for 
Bugler Tobacco were well handled 
by Charlie Lyons, who worked with 
Ford on one of the commercial 
stanzas. Entire show carries spirit 
of gayety and good time; Plantation 
Party Choir, consisting of Western- 
ers, Doring Sjsters and Michael 
Stewart, stand out nicely in their 
spot with a soft evening ballad. 
Group is well coached and turn in a 
splendid performance: Entire show 
is handled nicely, with production 
okay. 





in far seas and unable to write for 


| WE, THE PEOPLE, AT WAR’ 

| With Milo Boulton, Eve Curie, Rob- 
ert Nathan, Mrs. John D. Bulkley, 
Lt. Col. W. J. Cunard, William 
Dunn, Harry Von Zell, Oscar Brad- 
ley Orch 

30 Mins. 

GULF OiL 

Sunday, 7:30 p.m. 

WABC-CBS, New “ork 

(Young & Rubicam) 

After a brief absence from the air, 

| this vaudeville show of oddities from 


| the news returned Sunday night (26) 





'to CBS as summer replacement for 
the ‘Screen Guild Theatre’ for Gulf 
,Oil. Although the format of the 
program remains about as before, 


it’s now pointed, as revised title sug- 
gests, toward war subjects, with peo- 
ple who are helping in the prosecu- 
tion of hostilities brought to the 
mike for interviews, in place of the 
more general. human interest ~stuff 
previously stressed. 

Milo Boulton has taken over the 
m.c, assignment, succeeding Eddie 
Dowling (and previously, Gabriel 
Heatter and Burgess Meredith). 
David Levy continues as director, 
with Laurance Hammond, assistant 
and virtually the same writing staff. 
Phillips H. Lord originated the show 
way back and still gets a royalty. 

Initial broadcast of the new series 
was moderately impressive. Boul- 
ton was handed a tough intro spiel, 
but r-anaged not to get bogged down 
on it. In fact, he built it to a fair 
climax. Flaw in the subsequent 
continuity was that little attempt was 
made to keep the spiels like inter- 
views. There was little or no ques- 
tion-and-answer stuff, but the sub- 
jects merely waded their material, 
in most cases obviously reading from 
script. 

Among the guests were Eve Curie, 
telling of what she saw on recent 
visits to India and Russia; Robert 
Nathan, assistant to WPB head Don- 
ald Nelson, urging greater war ef- 
fort; Mrs. John D. Bulkley, telling 
of her hero-husband and, by short- 
wave to Australia, informing him of 
his new namesake; an interview be- 
tween CBS correspondent William 
Dunne and Lt. Col. W. J. Cunard, 
shortwaved from Australia, and such 
people as an Ohio housewife who 
with her husband has turned their 
home into aviation small-parts fac- 
tory; a Fifth Avenue bus conductor 
who sells war stamps during off 
hours, and so on. 

It was naturally spotty, but had 
several highlights and was generally 
good commercial radio. Oscar Brad- 
ley batoned the orchestra. Gulf’s 
copy stressed its car service for con- 
servation. Hobe. 


‘THE MAGIC LANTERN’ 

With Luacine Fox, Lynn McKinley, 
Parley Baer, Francis Urry, Mitzi 
Poulton, and Mary de Lamarr 

Sustaining 

Daily, 5 p.m. 

KSL, Salt Lake City 
Parents should like this kiddie ap- 

peal show. No screams nor arti- 

ficial excitement from the sound ef- 
fect department. 

Story caught was a serial, ‘The 
Golden Bread,’ and mood was per- 
fectly established at the outset by 
Miss Anna’s narrator voice begin- 
ning the recital—a voice which has 
a quality to put the listener instantly 
into the wide-eyed mood which ac- 
cepts fantasy at_its face value. Lowell 
Hicks, providing organ background, 
doesn’t hurt any either. 

Luacine Fox, who is Miss Anna, 
also writes, directs and produces the 
show. Timing is excellent. June. 





GEORGIE PRICE 

Comedy, Songs 

7 Mins. 

TEXAS CO. 

Sunday, 9 p.m. 

WABC-CBS, New York 
(Buchanan) 

Prior to this date (26) with Fred 
Allen it was around five years since 
Georgie Price had his last fling at 
radio. By the time that Price had 
faded out of his session with Allen 


there was a well-grounded impres- 
sion that the little fellow was still 
hep in the business of entertaining 
Price carried on as though a go be- 
fore the mike was just a weekly 
event for him. The timing and em- 
phasis in his give-and-take with 
Allen did much to keep the laughs 
rolling in profusion and when Price 
cut loose with his old routine of 
mimicry, the output not only struck 
several familiar cords but it glowed 
with crack trouping. - 

Allen picked an apt theme for their 
raillery. It had to do with Price’s 
broker career in Wall Street. The 
lines were consistently funny. The 
subjects of Price’s takeoff comprised 
his favorite gallery, namely, Eddie 
Cantor, Al Jolson and Georgie Jessel, 
Price ran them off in that order, 
getting his biggest reaction from the 
Jessel vignette. As usual, his un- 
derscoring of the Jessel penchant for 
going off key proved a ee: 

ec. 


‘OUR STAKE IN THE WAR’ 
With Harold Fields 

15 Mins.—Local 

Sustaining 

Thursday, 8:15 p.m. 

WNYC, New York 

Municipally operated station 
WNYC has an excellent wartime 
public service series in these ‘War 
Lectures’ judging from the Harold 
Fields stanza under heading of ‘Asy- 
lum for the Persecuted.’ Of the two 
series of broadcasts (‘Role of Science 
in the War’ is reviewed separately) 
sponsored by the Civilian Defense 
Council of the City College of New 
York on Thursdays and Saturdays 
the ‘Stake in War’ series, devoted to 
the significances of democratic free- 
doms, is the more interesting from 
a general audience listeriing stand- 
point. 

Fields, member of the Board of 
Examiners of the New York city 
school system, contributed an intel- 
ligent analysis of the anti-social 
forces in Europe which made Amer- 
ica a refuge for the oppressed since 
1789. More important, he made his 
talk listenable as well as academ- 
ically worthy. 

In examining America’s immigra- 
tion policy, first dictated by eco- 
nomic reasons and later restricted 
when measured in terms of labor 
competition, Fields held that these 
factors were a challenge to a humane 
approach to future immigration pol- 
icy. He suggested that the U. S. 
should embark on a policy of immi- 
gration blueprinted to the needs of 
various nations after the war, that 
the problem was real and should not 
be permitted to be confused by either 
obstructionists or pro-alien groups. 
Fields said that the word ‘haven’ did 
not necessarily mean an ‘open se- 
same.’ But he siressed necessity for 
intelligent handling of immigration 
after the war in connection with the 
development of neighboring countries 
and the rehabilitation of devastated 
lands overseas. He advocated that 
a check on immigration should not 
act as a bar and that social and 
humane factors be the basic prin- 
ciples upon which future legislation 





be molded. Mori. 
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‘NIGHTINGALE ? aye RK se Pe oo R. MURROW wate KANER ‘POWERHOUSE’ ‘THE ARMY HOUR—Noe. 4’ 

ree y n id os x } , i . 
IN ae Wrightson, John Her-|15 Mins. tage Stamp News With Raymond Scott Orch., Dorothy | Sunday, April 26, 3:30 p.m. 


ice Goroe, House Jame- 
rie rank Black, NBC Symphony 
Orchestra 
60 Mins. 
3 p.m. 
Apr NBC, New York 
This is a radio opera especially 
composed for NBC by George Less- 
ner, adapted from Oscar Wilde's 
story, ‘The Nightingale and the Rose. 


era, like so many of its Amer- 
aoe predecessors, will not live, for 
its score is almost unsingable. 

It is regrettable that Lessner, who 
possesses a real talent for writing 
melodious harmonic music, did not 
see fit, or was not able, to write 
more successfully for _the human 
voice. His parts are written so high 
as to make diction impossible to un- 
derstand, and his singers even in the 
short time allotted to them strain to 
the utmost. 

As the Nightingale, Vivian Della 
Chiesa poured cut an endless ssucces- 
sion of top A’s, B’s and C’s in bril- 
liant effortless fashion, but the so- 
prano is a lyrico-spinto and the part 
actually calls for a lyric coloratura 
with the low notes of a dramatic 
soprano, an animal which just is not 
in existence in the world of song to- 
day. Also the erias or duets given 
her are decidedly uninteresting from 
a singing standpoint, although the 
orchestral background is rich in 
melody and harmonics. The same 
criticism holds true of the music 
given Felix Knight to sing, and the 
young tenor also came through fault- 
lessly but, due to his part, uninter- 
estingly. 

The story of the opera might have 
been woven into a more pleasing 
version in its choice of English, 
which contains many words of an 
unsingable nature. Story deals with 
a student, desirous of dancing with 
a professor's daughter, seekjng a red 
rose in his garden, her price for the 
dance. No such rose exists and in 
despair he sinks to the ground sob- 
bing. Pitying his misery, the night- 
ingale throws herself against a thorn 
of the most beautiful rose in the 
garden, pressing forward until the 
thorn pierces her heart, drenching 
the rose in a deep crimson with her 
life blood. The student does not se- 
cure his dance, for the capricious 
girl decides the rose does not match 
her dress, so the nightingale’s sacri- 
fice is in vain. 

John Herrick, the baritone, had 
much trouble with the high tessitura, 
Earl Wrightson displayed some ex- 
cellent low tones, Beatrice Goroe as 
the girl was adequate, while the run- 
ning commentary of House Jameson 
was welcome since the diction of the 
singers was frequently marred by 
their inability to make understand- 
able sounds due to the terrific tessi- 
tura. 

The NBC symphony played well 
under Frank Black. It might be 
hoped that Lessner would devote his 
time to symphonic writing, for his 
music has a definite Puccinian flair 
in an orchestral manner, and it might 
well be that writing for orchestra is 
his forte. Eddy. 





‘ROLE OF SCIENCE IN THE WAR’ 
With Prof. Albert B. Newman 
15 Mins.—Local 
Sustaining 
Saturday, 10.45 a.m. 
WNYC, New York City 

Prof. Newman, Dean of the Schoo] 
of Technology, City College of New 
York, and regional advisor to the 
U. S. Office of Education, in this 
episode of the series emphasized the 
vital importance of engineers in war 
industry and pointed to the paradox- 
ical situation whereby many young- 
sters had been taken out of engi- 
neering courses and drafted into ser- 
vice without regard to their special- 
ized training. Prof. Newman said 
that this mistake has been recog- 
nized and that attempts will be made 
to trace the missing engineer poten- 
tial in an effort to bring it back out 
of the army rank and into the im- 
portant nation’s engineering pool. 

War industries will be obliged to 
get along with a minimum of gradu- 
ate engineers first because many who 
had been members of the Reserve 
Officers Training Corps had already 
been called into the army and sec- 
ondly because many had been draft- 
ed before completing -their courses. 

Prof. Newman contended that, 
contrary to common belief, more en- 
gineers will be required after war 
plants are completed in order to 
continue the development of war in- 
dustries. He added that the U. S. 
could not afford to let Germany get 
ahead in the various fields of re- 
search either. Mori. 
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INTERNATIONAL SILVER 
Sunday, 6 p.m. 
WABC-CBS, New York 
(Young & Rubicam) 
Back in London after a four-month 


visit to the U. S., Edward R. Murrow | 


started a new weekly series Sunday 
(26) in the 6-6:15 p.m. slot on CBS, 
succeeding the ‘Silver Theatre’ for 
International Silver. For his first 
shortwave broadcast for his first 
sponsor, 
almost entirely to general comment. 
leaving the straight news reporting 
to Bob Trout on the 8-8:30 pickup 
from London by CBS later the same 
evening. 

Murrow’s talk was almost exclu- 
sively of London through the eyes 
of someone who had been away from 
it over a long winter. As usual. he 
displayed a knack for penetrating 
observation plus the ability to ex- 
press it in graphic terms. By the 
nature of his material, the broadcast 
was unspectacular, but it was illum- 
inating. 

Commercial copy was suitably 
brief for the occasion. Opening 
contained merely a sponsor identifi- 
cation. Closing blurb was for Inter- 
national sterling silver, not Rogers 
Bros. plate. Announcements were 
read from New York. Hobe. 


‘ALIAS JOHN FREEDOM’ 
Mary Milford, Grace Cooper, Grace 
Sholtby, Sid Rodgers, Ivan Green 
Drama 
30 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Sunday, 7:30 p.m. 
WJZ-Blue, New York 
Last Sunday’s (26) was the second 
installment of this series and the re- 
sult was nothing for which anybody 
connected with it could take bows. 
The scriptist, Forrest Barnes, must 
have been frightened by a cliffhanger 
serial in the early days of network 
radio and never got over it. The 
barbaric cruelty that he depicted so 
graphically in this particular episode 
could easily be credited to the Ges- 
tapo but it isn’t the sort of thing that 
the more sensitive stripe of listener, 
paricularly women, are going to 
fancy. Telling about a broken arm 
is one thing, but having the act 
dramatized in all its sadistic details 
is something that doesn’t settle well 
within the family circle, especially 
when it includes young children. 
While nothing new, ‘Alias John 
Freedom’ poses an interesting dra- 
matic conceit. The central character, 
presented here as a foreign corre- 
spondent, is a chip off the same 
imaginative block as ‘Scarlet Pim- 
pernel’ and ‘Mr. V.’ Only in the 
case of ‘Alias John Freedom’ the 
writer is more concerned with bludg- 
eoning the listener over and over 
again with the torture methods of 
the Gestapo than in portraying how 
the victims of the invaded countries 
(episode No. 2 had Czechoslovakia as 
its locale) employ sabotage and coun- 
ter-terroristic battles and are assist- 
ed in escaping from their tormentors. 
For a takeoff of the famous Grand 
Guignol this second installment was 
a scorcher. In addition to the arm- 
breaking incident there were such 
shocker tidbits as a man going grad- 
ually insane by the process of auto- 
suggestion and giving a horror-by- 
horror account as he sinks to his 
death in a patch of quicksand. 
Obviously those in the Biue’s San 
Francisco branch who are responsi- 
ble for this series have a curious 
conception of what constitutes effec- 


tive modern oo. This ex- 
ample went out of date with the last 
World War. Odec. 





‘ANSWERING YOU’ 
from England 


30 Mins. 
Sunday, 5:30 p.m. 
WNYC, New York 


This is an interesting discussion 
group that meets weekly in a BBC 
studio, the subject and the experts 
varying from week to week, to give 
broadcast replies to questions put to 
our Allies by American citizens. The 
names and addresses of the latter are 
given. In this hearing of war plant 
policies in Great Britain, the ques- 
tions came from Pennsylvanians, 
State of Washingtonians and from 
several officials of American labor 
unions in Manhattan. 

To American ears the fairness and 
frankness is enjoyable. The dispas- 
sionate acceptance of worker repre- 
sentation on factory production ¢com- 
mittees on terms of equality would 
be a bit of a surpise to many Over 
here, although WNYC does not guar- 
antee an audience among this 
Rather it may be suppose 
those already receptive to or 
miliar with the new democracy in 
factories would be apt to listen. 

Not too much exchange of view- 
point through radio broadcasts has 
occurred even now between America 
and England. What little there is 
suggests the value and progress pos- 
sible to a more elaborate and reg- 
ularized exchange. Too often the 


only 
fe- 


BBC programs intended for the 
U.S.A. have been released on lesser 
rather than major stations, and at 


obscure rather than rominent 
ints in the daily schedule. And to 
e extent that mutual self-interest 
in the future requires better under- 
standing and friendliness between 
Yanks and Britons, radio would seem 
an ideal medium. > 
Meantime the audience for ‘An- 
swering You’ is regrettably nr 





Murrow confined himself | 





15 Mins.—Local 
Sustaining 
Sunday, 8.30 p.m. 
WWRL New York 

According to an assertion on tais 
program, there are 9,000,006 stamp 
collectors in th U.S. Sizable num- 
ber of these must live in New York, 
which has led Walter Kaner, WWRL 
press agent-broadcaster, to offer a 


weekly series aimed at them. As | 


heard Sunday night (26), the show 
took the form of an interview by 
announcer Hal Graves, with the con- 
tinuity roughly split between bally- 
hoo favoring stamp-collecting and 
the story of the world’s rarest stamp, 
a one-penny New Guinea issue of 
1847. There was little actual news or 
chit-chat of the stamp world. 

Program itself was rough, giving 
the impression that Kaner was talk- 
ing from notes, not a formal script. 
And considering that he and Graves 
are professional broadcasters, they 
gave little suggestion of spontaneity 
to the spiel. Incidentally, Kaner said 
repeatedly that the New Guinea 
stamp is worth $50,000, but failed to 
state on what basis that valuation 
was reached. He asserted that it 
drew $32,000 at auction some years 
ago and more recently sold for $40,- 
000, but was unable to state who 
owns it now, or why its value should 
have risen $10,000. 

Show opened with that familiar 
postoffice quotation about ‘neither 
snow, nor sleet,’ and so on, followed 
by sound effects of hoofbeats, trains, 
ships and planes. Also recorded mu- 
sical theme. Hobe. 


Collins, Billy Leach 


30 Minutes 
WABC-CBS, New xork 
Despite the ‘Powerhouse’ title, 


which indicates a session of strictly 
Scott music, the first of a trio of 
| half-hour broadcasts showed Scott’s 
| sow band in a new and most 
pleasing light. The typically Scott 
| titles and ideas for music were evi- 
| dent, but so was a leaning toward 
;}commercialism, and all of it was 
played well by a band that sounded 
well rehearsed and enthusiastic over 
what it was doing. 

Program was neatly paced, alter- 
nately spliced with pops and themes 
of the style Scott is known for, but 
even the latter things showed a 
tendency to reach for a more popu- 
lar level. ‘Caterr‘llar Creep,’ ‘Secret 
Agent,’ and anc.aer new thing the 
title of which was hard to catch all 
were in a dance tempo. Since a 
dancing beat is a major requirement 
no matter what technical trails a 
piece explores, Scott undoubtedly 
will find better reception from the 
youngsters who heretofore found his 
stuff delightful to the ear but a 
puzzle to the toes. This program 
certainly won him additional friends. 

Add to the instrumentals a couple 

of pops done well by = eee 
‘Tangerine’ and ‘I Don’t ant to 
Walk,’ latter best, and Dorothy 
Collins’ surprisingly fine, velvet- 
voiced approach to ‘Blues in the 
Night.’ She shows great promise. 
_ Howard Barnes’ production in- 
jected just enough talk and history 
of Scott and his music to take the 
broadcast above an ordinary band 
remote, but wasn’t wordy enough to 
interfere. Show originated at Blue 
Gardens, Armonk, N. Y., where the 
band is on location. Wood. 


| 
| 








WEAF-NBC, New York 

The fourth of the broadcasts or- 
ganized by the United States Army 
proved a splendid job of attitude- 
forming, information-giving, spirit- 
warming radio. The first half in pare 
ticular packed a lot of interest in 
taking the listeners from Long Beach 
to Detroit to Montreal to Newfound- 
land to Scotland and eventually to 
an actual combat airfield in England. 
The progress of American-made 
bombers from factory to battlefront 
is the story of the Bomber Ferry 
Command—Yankee as far as Mon- 
treal, British from there on. 

What made the telling of the story 
interesting was the seemingly art- 
less, actually careful piling up of. the 
little details of human relations, the 
understatements, the quiet, routine, 
even occasionally bored, day’s work 
of transferrin the machines of 
death overland and then overseas, 
The interviews were dramatic be- 
cause they were ccmpletely free of 
dramatics. Most of the dialog was 
stripped to a few ordinary. sentences, 
It was smart, too, on the lish side 
to include a woman pilot who said 
her work was ‘hard but worthwhile.’ 

The public could hardly escape ac- 
quiring a sense of confidence that 
the Ferry Command is first-rate on 
all counts of efficiency, care, courage 
and dependability. In such states of 
mind lies, it may he supposed, better 
morale. 

The rest of the program, while less 
potent because diffuse and miscel- 
laneous, held interest. It revealed a 
steady improvement in the editing 
and organization of the program, 
music-wise and spain ae > 








Big things are happening in and around 
Detroit. Michigan fields, 


with corn, have sprouted 


plants—one of them the /argest building in 





last year green 


huge armament 


the world. Production lines that carried 


fancy autos now roll off mighty fighting 
tanks. Massive bombers from a single 


factory soon will be completed one every 


hour, day and night. 


These are facts which perk the ears of Mr. 


Words sad Weapons... 


a 


B. DETROIT 





authentic account direct from the lips of 
those men who have converted the 
world’s greatest automotive center into a 


mammoth Arsenal for Democracy. 


There have been rumors that America 
cannot produce armaments fast enough 


to avert defeat, that Americans go into 


battle with empty hands. Radio can com- 


bat these Axis lies. Radio does combat them 


and Mrs. American Citizen as they listen 


to the radio program 


Detroit. Originated every Saturday by 
WJR for 92 CBS stations, this broadcast 


is Detroit’s report to 


BASIC STATION...COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM 
G. A. Richards, President...Lleo J. Fitzpatrick, Vice President and General Manager 


called F.O.B. 








the nation—an 


with word of weapons F.O.B. Detroit. 


Edward Petry & Company, Inc, 
National Representotive 
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Wednesday, April 29, 1942 





Nelson Eddy, Pons 


Top Earnings 


In Concert-Opera; Radio, Pictures 
Responsible for $$ in Some Cases 





Enumerated among the accompany- 
ing boxes are those personages of 
concert and opera who are, at the 
end of the 1941-42 season the pre- 
sumed leaders in the matter of (a) 
attracting the largest audiences and 
(b) earning the largest sums of 
money from varied sources. It will 
be noted that the two lists are partly 
but not wholly identical. Nelson 
Eddy, the Metro film star, is first in 
both lists. James Melton, Albert 
Spalding and Dorothy Maynor appear 
among the top income 10, but not 
among those who consistently draw 
the biggest concert crowds. A couple 
of the latter, like Horowitz and 
Helen Traubel, are not trade-rated 
as in the financial stratosphere for 
the season. 

Nelson Eddy’s recordings, radio 
and 30-odd concerts at $3,500-$4,000 
per, earned upwards of $350,000 the 
past year, tops of any concert artist 
in the country. Lily Pons probably 
is second among the earners, with a 
take of about $250,000 based also on 
radio, records and concerts. Colo- 
ratura would hive given Eddy a 
close call for top honors but she did 
no film work this season. She earned 
money in opera, which Eddy did not. 

Melton Third 

In third place for income is James 
Melton, whose radio fees, concerts, 
records and operatic appearances are 
estimated to total close to the Pons 


Earn Most Money 


Nelson Eddy 
Lily Pons 

James Melton 
Richard Crooks 
Marian Anderson 
Albert Spalding 
Yehudi Menuhin 
Lawrence Tibbett 
Paul Robeson 
Dorothy Maynor 











Prone 


omvonav 


—_ 





-— 





figure. Fourth is Richard Crooks, 
whose 39 weeks for Firestone Hour 
at $3,500 per, over 50 Victor records, 
and 75 concerts placed him in the 
$200,000 income class. Marian An- 
derson, the Negro contralto, runs 
next with 70 concerts netting her 
$2,000 per concert, plus her radio 
and record fees. Albert Spalding 
has benefitted from radio where, 
however, he has been as much wise- 
cracker as virtuoso. 

Yehudi Menuhin found radio, con- 
certs and records netting him well 
over $100,000 for seventh place in 
1940-41, while Lawrence Tibbett with 
39 appearances including two Ford 
Hour broadcasts despite vocal bumps 
for the season made eighth place. 
Paul Robeson made one film, had 
radio concert and record appear- 
ances sufficient to boost him over 
the $100,000 mark as did Dorothy 


with them, is a group of the 10 best 
artists as far as drawing power is 
concerned. This is that motley group 
of artists who receive high fees, and 
yet may only play a limited number 
of engagements for reasons of their 
own, and whose earnings may not be 
so great. An Edcy who gives 30 re- 








Draw Most People 











1 Nelson Eddy 

2 Marian Anderson 

3 Lily Pons 

4 Vladimir Horowitz 

5 Serge Rachmaninoff 

6 Jascha Heifetz 

7 Paul Robeson 

8 Yehudi Menuhin 

9 Grace Moore 

10 Helen Traubel 
citals yearly may make $100,000- 


$120000 on a sold out tour, with 
standees jamming every inch of 
space, but not earn as much as a 
Marian Anderson who gives 70 con- 
certs at half the figure, yet Eddy’s 
draw is larger than that of Ander- 
son’s who could not receive 30 book- 
ings at a figure of $3,500-$4,000. 

A last group includes newcomers 
to the field who are on the upgrade 
and who can be expected to push 
into groups one and two. These 
would include Astrid Varnay, being 
sold at $750, Lansing Hatfield, at 
$750-$1,000, Jan Peerce, at $750-$1,- 
250. Draper and Adler, at $1,000-$1,- 
500, Claudio Arrau at $1,000-$1,500 
and Salvatore Baccaloni who gets 
$1,250 for single and $2,250-$2,500 for 
his company. 

Novelties which have gone Over 


‘well in money earnings and book- 


ings are the Ballet Theatre, the 
Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo, both 
Don Cossack Choruses, which aver- 
age $50,000 each for 16 weeks of 
bookings at $500-$1,000 for each 
date, the Trapp Family Singers, the 
Eva Jessye Choir, and the ‘Marriage 
of Figaro: company of the Juilliard 
company. 


Zinka Milanov 
Due With Met 
At $500 an Opera 


Zinka Milanov, dramatic soprano, 
who did the unusual by holding off 
the Metropolitan Opera because of 
unsatisfactory financial terms, is ex- 











Maynor, who made no motion pic- 
ture. 
earners of 1941-42, all of whom made 
more than $100,000. 

Close behind on their heels cor-2s 
a second group of 10, whose earn- 
ings ranged from $50,000 to $100,000, 
This group includes Helen Jepson, 














Group Two on Earnings 


Helen Jepson 
Grace Moore 
Josef Hofmann 
Artur Rubinstein 
Jose Iturbi 
Charles Kullman 
Lauritz Melchior 
Ezio Pinza 

9 Gladys Swarthout 

10 Bidu Sayao 


Contour WONre 








Grace Moore, Josef Hofmann, Artur 
Rubenstein, Jose Iturbi, Charles 
Kullman, Lauritz Melchior, Ezio 
Pinza, Gladys Swarthout and Bidu 
Sayao. 

[Ep. Note.—Miss Moore, however, 
earned an additional $60,000 from 
South American and radio appear- 
ances last summer and this spring. 
This is not included in the above 
category since these earnings are 
outside the accepted concert season 
from October to May. If included, 
she would rate well up in the first 
list.] 

Third Group 

A third group, quite a bit different 

from the first two, and yet tied up 


This was the first 10 of the | 


pected to be with the opera next 
iseason. She will receive $500 a per- 
|formance for 16 operas. Her unmet 
terms for the season just ended were 


|$600, demanded after she had pre- 
|viously worked for the Met at $250 
weekly. Singer stuck to her guns 
| all this year, not singing with the 
| company. 

She left Sunday (26) for Havana 

| where she opens the season in ‘Aida.’ 
iShe will also be heard in ‘Gioconda’ 
and ‘Ballo in Maschera’ and then 
proceeds to Mexico for the opera sea- 
son. From Mexico she proceeds to 
Lima and Santiago for concerts, and 
opens the Buenos Aires season in 
‘Ballo’ on May 15. 

She has 30 performances at $600 
per in Buenos Aires and Rio, re- 
turning to the U. S. in October for 
appearance with the Chicago Opera 
;Co. and concerts. 


| 
Jersey WPA Orchestra 
On WHN, New York 


New Jersey WPA Philharmonic 
Orchestra of 85 musicians begins a 
series of broadcasts over WHN, New 


York, Monday (4). Programs will 
be picked up each Monday there- 
after, 9-9:45 p.m., from the auditorium 
of East Side High, Paterson, N. J. 

Broadcasts are under the auspices 
of Paterson’s Defense Council, work- 
ing with that city’s Evening News. 
Prominent guest conductors. will 
wield baton on airings. Henry Nosco 
jis regular conductor. 

















N. Y. Concert Reviews 








‘LE JONGLEUR DE NOTRE DAME’ 
Opera 
Mosque, Newark, April 26, 1942 

Unheard in the United States since 
Mary Garden sang the role in N. Y. 
in 1922, Massenet’s ‘Jongleur de Notre 
Dame’ was presented by the Newark 
Civic Grand Opera Association. Per- 
formance was not a good one, many 
cuts having been made in the score, 
and the presentation as a unit show- 
ing lack of rehearsals and inade- 
quacies of casting, but in the title 
role, Colette D’Arville, French 
mezzo, used her voice and material 
in a warm, fetching manner and sang 
with assurance and poignancy. Her 
acting was sincere, and her boyish 
figure and graceful movements, espe- 
cially in the last-act dance, made an 
attractive picture. 

As Boniface, Claudio Frigario did 
a creditable job of acting, but did 
not summon his once rich velvety 
quality. Lorenzo Alvary as the Prior 
was dignified and stately in his act- 
ing, and his deep bass voice was 
adequately suited to the music, al- 
though much cutting of his part pre- 
vailed. The orchestra under William 
Spada drowned out the singers fre- 
quently and played of pitch. 

The performance was followed by 
one of ‘Pagliacci’ in which the vet- 
eran Giovanni Martinelli, in superb 
voice, carried off all honors. His 
top ‘B’ in ‘A venti tre ora’ and his 
‘Vesti la Giubba’ were sung with 
power, intensity and richness of 
quality of Martinelli of a score of 
years ago. Laura Triggiani was ex- 
cellent vocally and dramatically as 
Nedda, Robert Trehy a good-looking 
Silvio, and Angelo Pilotto a boorish, 
overacting hamish Tonio. Spada’s 
conducting did not improve. Eddy. 


‘ORFEO ED EURIDICE’ 
Opera 
Concert Theatre, N. Y., April 27, 1942 

A successful presentation of ‘Orfeo 
ed Euridice’ in English was given at 
the Concert theatre April 27. Vet- 
eran contralto, Amy _ Ellerman, 
showed she still possesses a beautiful 
quality of voice, intelligent phrasing 
and good diction, although the bot- 
tom notes lack some resonance today. 

Harriet Henders, with a beautiful 
lyric soprano, revealed remarkable 
insight and artistry, subtle phrasing 
and brilliant top tones. Add a lovely 
face to that combination and ask: 
why has the Metropolitan not used 
her more often. 

Margit Boker sang Amore sympa- 
thetically, but forced a bit on top 
notes. Conducting of Laszlo Halasz 
was excellent throughout. Orchestra, 
recruited from the NBC Symphony 
and Philharmonic men, played with 
fire. Eddy. 


GREGOR PIATIGORSKY 
’Cellist 
Town Hall, N. Y., April 26, 1942 
Playing with brilliance of tone and 
bowing effects, Gregor Piatigorsky 
demonstrated at Town Hall why he 
is often termed the world’s greatest 
cellist. His deeply moving inter- 
pretations and flood of color and 
dynamic effects made a memorable 
| recital. Eddy. 





The N. Y. daily critics said: 
Times (Straus)—‘In peak of form. 
Extraordinarily impressive. Splen- 


didly played from the _ technical 
angle.’ 
Tribune (Bohm)—‘Superbly set 


forth. Flawlessly balanced and fine- 
ly integrated interpretations.’ 


PAUL KING 

Baritone 

Town Hall, N. Y., April 24, 1942. 
Baritone’s voice is a powerful, 

rich, sonorous organ, especially in 

the lower and middle _ registers. 

Above an ‘E’ he tends to change pro- 

duction occasionally, the result being 

a whiter, less round tone. Some of 





| 


' 
i 
| 
| 





his lowest notes also lack complete 
resonance. He showed a fine legato 
and a creditable sense of interpreta- 
tion, 

He needs more work on equalizing 
his scale, for those notes which are 
his best are of superlative character, 
and if the rest of the voice could be 
made to duplicate those he would be 
among the topnotch baritones. 

Eddy. 

The N. Y. Daily Critics said: 

Times (Straus): ‘Considerable pow- 
er...unskillfully produced throaty 
tones. Insecure grasp of the style of 
his offerings.’ 

Tribune (Bohm); ‘Voice basically 
a good one. Tonal production faulty. 
Insufficient breath support. Forced 
throaty fashion.’ 


GRACE MOORE’S $12,000 


Fills 6,000 Seats In Acoustically 
Difficult Montreal Spot 








Montreal, April 28. 
Grace Moore’s concert filled 6,000 
out of the 9,600 seats at the Forum 
here Tuesday (21) and grossed esti- 
mated and succulent $12,000 at $1 to 
$4, tax included. Armand Vincent 
impresarioed. 





Forum is tough acoustically. 





Pullman Car Scarcity Jeopardizes — 





Big Company Dates Next Year 


‘Sadko’ Met Revival 


The Metropolitan Opera Co. is 
reported interested in a revival 
of ‘Sadko,’ which has not been 
done at the house since the 1931- 
32 season. When last presented 
Edward Johnson, Gladys Swarth- 
out, Editha Fleischer and Louis 
D’Angelo sang the leads. 

Rumored now for the parts are 
Charles Kullman, Gladys Swarth- 
out, Josephine Antoine and Sal- 
vatore Baccaloni. 


Met Grosses 


$65,697 on 5 
Dallas Operas 


Dalias, April 28. 

Total of 15,260 persons paid $65,- 
697 for the five operas offered here 
on the fourth annual visit of the 
Metropolitan Opera of New York. 
The federal tax reached $7,300. 

Gate will not meet expenses but 
promotion was well supported. If 
war conditions do not prevent, the 
Met will be returned here in 1943. 

Gross from the five operas, as 
officially given, were, ‘Aida,’ $14,- 
092; ‘The Barber of Seville,’ $13,021; 








‘Lucia di Lammermoor,’ $16,048; 
‘Don Giovanni,’ $9,691; ‘Carmen,’ 
$12,838. 





2 BALLET UNITS GROSS 
FAIR $94,000 AT MET 


The: three-week session of ballet at 
the Metropolitan Opera House, N.Y., 
from April 6 to April 26, grossed an 
approximate $94,000, fair, for 26 per- 
formances, 

The past week the Ballet Theatre, 
returning after a week’s absence, 
was seen by 28,000 people for a $32,- 
000 gross. It did $34,000 its first 
week. Ballet Russe last week grossed 
$28,000 with 25,000 in attendance. 
Ballet Theatre played the first and 
third weeks. 








Ravinia Musical Series 
Starts with Mitropoulos 


Chicago, Apri. 28. 

The Ravinia Park season opens 
June 30 with Dimitri Mitropoulos 
conducting. Among soloists set are 
Emanuel Feuerman, July 21; Feuer- 
man and Joseph Szigeti, July 25; 
Szigeti, July 28; Artur Schnabel and 
the Budapest String Quartet, which 
closes the season. 

Other conductors will be Pierre 
Monteux, Artur Rodzinski and 
Georges Szell. 





Lucy Monroe in Memphis 


Memphis, Apri] 28. 

Lucy Monroe will lead a song 
festival at the Memphis Open Air 
Theatre in Overton Park, Wednesday 
night, May 13; in behalf of War Sav- 
ings Bonds and Stamps. The concert 
will be free, with the audience join- 
ing in portions of the program to 
sing patriotic selections. 

Miss Monroe will be accompanied 
by a 35-piece band under direction 
of Joseph Cortese of the Open Air 
Theatre. 








‘Boris Godunov’ in May 


A performance of ‘Boris Godounov,’ 
the first in two years in N. Y., will 
be given at Town Hall May 11, with 
George Doubrovsky as Boris and 
Adolph Bossin as Pinen. 

Michael Fiveisky will conduct. 





CECIL BROWN’S LECTURE 

San Antonio, April 28. 
Station KTSA has invited Gover- 
nor Coke R. Stevenson, to introduce 
Cecil Brown during his lecture here 
being sponsored by station KTSA. All 
net proceeds of the Brown lecture 
will be used to buy medical supplies 
for the Civilian Defense of Texas. 
Brown will be here at the Muni- 

cipal Auditorium on May 10. 








The cancellation of a trip of the 
Philadelphia Orchestra last week to 
Worcester for a concert due to lack 
of transportation facilities may be 
the prelude to an immense amount 
of re-bookings and re-shuffling of 
dates of orchestras and ballet com- 
panies next season. The situation is 
a serious one and may mean that 
many of the leading orchestras and 
opera companies will not be able to 
tour. 

Coach trains are available but no 
Pullmans. It is impossible for ballet 
companies, orchestras or opera com- 
panies to travel by coach since bag- 
gage cars for scenery and musical 
instruments are necessary. The com- 
panies are appealing to Washington 
on the grounds that they strengthen 
morale, but it is not known as yet 
how much effect the appeal will 
have. 

Plans are being made to re-book 
them in one night stands in various 
theatres so that performances can 
be ‘hung’ before the company ar- 
rives and the scenery will always 
travel ahead of them. Companies 
effected would be the Metropolitan 
Opera Co., Philadelphia Opera Co., 
San Francisco Opera Co., Chicago 
and St. Louis Opera Co., San Carlo 
Opera Co., all the major ballets, 
and everyone of the 18 leading sym- 
phonic orchestras in the country. 


$7,100 ALBANY 
BALLET GROSS 


Albany, April 28. 

The Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo 
in a one-night stand here April 22 
grossed $7,100, an all-time high for 
the Palace theatre, playing to 3,660 
admissions, plus 100 standees. 

Responsible for the campaign that 
put the ballet over was L. R. Gold- 
ing, Chief Barker of the Variety Club 
of Albany, under whose auspices the 
Ballet was presented. 











Natalie Bodanya Sings 
With St. Louis Operetta 


St. Louis, April 28. 

Natalie Bodanya, Met lyric so- 
prano, has been engaged for a pro- 
duction of ‘Wildflower’ the week of 
July 27 by the St. Louis Municipal 
Opera Assn. 

Others in the cast will be Robert 
Shayfer, William Lynn and Erik 
Rhodes. 


BROOKLYN BOOKINGS 


Beecham, Amaya, Cossacks Illustrate 
Range of Events 








The concert series of the Brook- 
lyn Academy of Music will present 
10 shows this coming season. In 
addition Sir Thomas Beecham will 
conduct the Brooklyn Symphony in 
its second season and the Boston 
Symphony will make its usual ap- 
pearances. 

Concert events will open with Alec 
Templeton, Nov. 10. Others are 
‘Traviata,’ Dec 1; Carmen Amaya, 
Dec. 15; Vladimir Horowitz, Jan. 15; 
Yehudi Menhuhin, Jan. 19; General 
Platoff Don Cossacks, Feb. 2; Jan 
Peerce, Feb. 16; Efrem Zimbalist, 
March 2; Anne Brown, with the Eva 
Jessye Choir, March 16, and Arthur 
Rubinstein, March 30. Boston Sym- 
phony will appear in five concerts, 
the Brooklyn Symphony in four. 





Cleveland’s Soloist List 


Cleveland, April 28. 
Cleveland Orchestra, Artur Rod- 
zinski conductor, has set its list of 


jsoloists for 25th anniversary season 


starting next October. Pianists in- 
clude Alexander Brailowsky, Rudolf 
Serkin and Claudio Arrau. Violinists, 
Joseph Szigeti, Carol Glenn, Ruth 
Posselt, and Hugo Kolberg, concert- 
master of the orchestra. 

Raya Garbousova and Leonard 
Rose, first cellists; Alice Chalifoux, 
harpist, and Philip Kirchner, oboist. 
All members of,symphony will be 
scloists too. - 





Jan Kiepura will have 30 dates in 
concert next season between Jan. 15 
and March 15, the only months the 
Polish tenor is leaving open for con- 
cert appearances. He will also be 
heard with the Metropolitan and 
Chicago Opera companies. 
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“ADOLESCENT BEHAVIOR 


Performances by Tommy Dorsey’s band,on the stage of the 
New York Paramount have been food for conversation for the 
trade the past week or two. Consensus is that the outfit is ‘hav- 
ing a party’ on stage each show for its own benefit. Caught 
one night last week the men in the band, particularly Dorsey, 
Ziggy Elman and Buddy Rich, were having so much fun that 
every effort with the exception of one, by singers, soloists, was 
‘broken up.’ 


At one point during a long instrumental break by Elman and 
Rich, the former stopped trumpeting completely while he 
changed horns deliberately and with no thought that an au- 
dience was watching, and waiting. Rich also stopped and since 
the band was laying out during that passage nothing was going 
on but the giggles of the musicians and the cracks being tossed 
back and forth between them. At other times Dorsey reached 
up and belabored Elman with a drumstick; or Rich would lean 
over and bat him on the noggin. When Frank Sinatra came on 
for vocals Elman and Rich broke up every song but one, ‘Ol’ 
Man River,’ and Elman did his best to interrupt that. 


It’s no wonder that the band’s lame attempts at ‘screwball 
showmanship’ brought forth disparaging remarks from exiting 
patrons. If Dorsey could have stood in the inside lobby after 
the show in question he would have had no trouble realizing the 
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number of new ‘friends’ he made. 
too pointed to be misunderstood. © 


Egotism that swells to this size would be outside the realm 
of trade comment if it were private or merely a case of a few 
over-prosperous musicians forgetting professional standards. 
Unfortunately this sort of thing is both public and contagious. 
Other, lesser bands may imbibe false notions of what is per- 
missable, what can be gotten away with. This in turn does no 
benefit to the future of dance bands or of theatre dates. 


There are a number of bands that are pretty consistently 
sloppy in their attitude toward the public. This is sometimes 
noted in cafe and hotel dates as well as theatres. ‘The trade 
has perhaps been too indulgent, too easy-going about unprofes- 
sionalism. True enough the uncritical adoration of silly kids, 
and especially gushing girls, may seem to certain musicians a 
plausible basis for the idea that favorite bands can themselves 
behave like adolescents having the giggles. But when they do 
amuse themselves in this style they ought not to be allowed to 
imagine that they are witty or clever or cute to anybody above 
the mental I.Q. of a moron. 


Blackouts, Tire Shortage May Crimp 
Maine’s Dancehalls and Strawhats 








to relight. The Greenwood Play- 
house, at Peaks Island, plans a full 
season according to manager Richard 
Osborne. House is reached by Boat 
and so could benefit from rubber 
shortage. But it’s not certain whether 


Portland, Me., April 28. 
Ye Olde Tyre Shortage is expected 
to cut plenty into tourist biz of this 
summer resort state—and with it the 
attendance at strawhats and resort 
Biggest of latter by far 





is the Pier at Old Orchard Beach. | Government will allow unlimited 
J. W. Duffy, owner, is full steam travel in this vital (Portland) har- 
ahead with plans to open in two_ bor. 


weeks with same name band policy 


as in previous summers. Thus he | 

would run one or two nights a week | 

through May and June and nightly | eve 

from then till Labor day. Spot | TIRE DATA 


averages one and two top bands a 
week with modest to good names for 
fill-in. 


But Government restrictions, as 
yet calling only for adequate black- 





Haymes Recruits Band 


Dick Haymes, former vocalist with 
Harry James, is currently recruiting 
a band to be handled by Jack Mar- 
shard, Boston personal manager who 
directs Vaughn Monroe, and is to be 
booked by the William Morris 
agency, 

There’s a possibility the group will 
unveil at Seiler’s Ten Acres, Way- 
land, Mass., where Monroe started. 


DANCEMEN SPIN 
UNDER WARTIME 
BLOWS 


Transportation difficulties are the 
main source of conversation around 
band agencies at the moment. And 
the main source of gloom. If the sit- 
uation isn’t relieved within the next 
month or so by the efforts of James 
C. Petrillo, president of the AFM, in 
securing special dispensation on tires 


and gasoline for travelling bands, 
orchestra one-night routes stand a 
good chance of disintegrating this 
summer. 

Last week’s announcements of 
gasoline rationing to begin next 
month is another blow at the already 
reeling one-nighting bands. Some 














outfits still have good rubber on their | 


Country Clubs Sign for Union Music 


In Pa. After All Were Rated ‘Unfair’ 





Enemy of Names 





Philadelphia, April 28. 

The elimination of name bands 
for college dances was urged 
here last Saturday (25) by Ru- 
pert Lewis, president of Tank- 
port Terminals, Inc., and Trustee 
of the Social Hygeine League of 
N. J. Speaking at Drexel Insti- 
tute’s round table on the prob- 
lems of fraternity life, Lewis de- 
clared: 

‘We must have an elimination 
of party frills. The big name 
band has no place in an all-out 
war,’ 


2nd Boston 
Hotel Closed 
To the Public 














Boston, April 28. 
The Coast Guard will take over its 
second Boston hotel, the Somerset, 
on May 15, as housing quarters for 


ears, which are being used on the personnel taking specialized training 
thought that it’s better to get the re-|in and adjacent to Boston. (Hotel 
maining service out of them than to| Brunswick was taken two weeks 
allow the tires to rot in storage. For | ago.) 


/others the lack of rubber joined| ‘his will shutter hotel’s Balinese 
hands with a dearth of charter buses | Room, location of Harry Marshard 
}and an occasional ‘curve’ from rail- | orchestra for several seasons. Dwight 
roads to pyramid travel grief. All | Fiske closes here Thursday (30). 
this has tended toward making lead- | yarshard continues to about May 9. 
| ers, particularly the more affluent; The first delegation of men will 
| ones who can pick their spots, shy |ocsupy the quarters beginning May 
| away from one-night schedules. Ma- |15 and by June 10 it is expected that 
| jority of them now want theatre and | the entire hotel will be used by 
location bookings only, the former | naya) personnel. 

|for earning tours and the latter for A third hotel is rumored to follow 
| air time and prestige. | suit. 

What the difficulties of travel and 
| the lack of bands to play one- 
|nighters will do is increase one- Thev’re in the Army Now 
|nighter prices sharply. Cost of | e 4 A - 
| traveling by train wherever possible | Making S oldier Music 
is much higher than hopping by bus | “Ft Riley, Kas., April 28 
or private car and the increase will | Deneé tat at the Covales Ra. 
have to be made up some way. The | placement Training " 


very lack of e the circuit — 
7 = mate oe e circuits | under direction of Sgt. Everett L. 


oo a. byes | McDonald, this week celebrates first 
| wane ‘1 Sars +an ©- | birthday of its organization. Group 
, : | is traditional 14-piece combo includ- 


ing leader McDonald. George R. 
SCHOOL FINES FRAT 











| Harrigan and Paul Paolisso on trum- 


pets: Frank Thomas, Bill Cesa, +04 
y ri : ’s bi : 
FOR TOO COSTLY DANCE sah saetiie tole a Dick 
Barrie’s and Corry Lynn’s crews; 


} 
| 
| 
} 


Omaha, April 28. | saxes: Young Harper, ex-Jimmy Joy 


First victim of Creighton Uni-| sideman, and Ned Farrer, formerly 
| versity rule against a campus or- with Kenny Allen, trombones; John 
| ganization paying more than $150|M. Hamill, formerly with Jerry 
lfor an orchestra is Phalanx. the) Wald, drums: Eddie ‘Duke’ Herzog, 


military fraternity. Fine of $25 was 


assessed by the Very Rev. Joseph P.| Maine, piano; and Sgt. Glen Kerr, 
: r , ri Tattine 

Zuercher, S.J., school president who | formerly with Gary Nottingham, 

added that if the frat’s president|>@ss. Arrangements scored by Her- 


who arranged at one-time for 
and Jimmy Dor- 


ZOg, 


doesn’t settle by May 15, the organi- | 7” : 
zation goes off the white list. | Claude Thornhill 


| Bucky Harris and John C. Krell on | 


guitar; Bill Fogelsong, ex Paul Tre-| 





sd 


Philadelphia, April 28. 

Virtually every country club in 
the Philadelphia area has signed a 
closed shop contract with the Musi- 
cians Union, Local 77. Stated all but 
three of the clubs in this district 
have already signed on the dotted 
line, and the holdouts are expected 
to get into the fold shortly, A. Rex 
Riccardi, secretary of the local, said. 

Signing up the clubs was the re- 
sult of a novel bit of maneuvering 
by the union. It was accomplished 
quietly, without publicity or picket 
lines. 

Instead of negotiating with each 
club individually, officials of the 
union merely placed all of them on 
the unfair list en masse. That meant 
the only bands that these clubs could 
hire would have to be ‘scabs’ and 
there aren’t enough of these bands 
to go around. With the spring dance 
season in full sway, with schools and 
colleges looking for spots to hold 
dances and proms, the clubs were 
placed in the position of either turn- 


ing down the business or signing 
with the union. They signed. 


BAND LEADER 
STABBED T0 
DEATH 


New Orleans, April 28. 
A bandleading guitar player was 
stabbed to death Thursday night 
(23) by a fellow orchestra member 
| in an argument over a third musician 
who had allegedly fallen asleep. 


} Victim of the stabbing was Butler 
Rapp, 55, who was playing with his 
band at the Fern Dancehall. Aecord- 
ing to police, Walter Necou, piano 
|player, got into an argument with 
|Rapp concerning the drummer, Jo- 
|seph Rene, who fell asleep at 4 a.m. 
|at his drums. During the melee that 
followed, Decou, police said, whipped 
|out a knife and stabbed Rapp in the 
the neck. He was pronounced dead 
| On arrival of a charity hospital am- 
| bulamce doctor. Decou was arrested 
and booked at Third precinct station 


on a charge of murder, 


JIMMY DORSEY’ 
COUVERT PACE 














} 





Jimmy Dorsey's orchestra has 











out precautions, may kibosh whole 
thing at any time. For Pier extends 
away out into water and one sinking 
against its lighted background would 
probably bring a Government-di- 
rected shut-down. If so, the com- 
petish Palace, in much less con- 
spicuous spot, might change from 
house band policy to names. Or 
Leon Gorman’s Ricker Gardens, in 
nearby Portland, closed for summer 
by agreement with Shribman office, 


might relight. That Old Orchard 
itself will be allowed to run as a 
Summer resort seems certain, bar- 


ring a bombing or invasion. 


Strawhats have different worry— 
transportation. While Old Orchard 
is only 12 miles from Portland, gets 
special] bus and train service in addi- 
tion, and can count heavily on resi- 
dent summer trade. Leading straw- 
hats, such as Ogunquit, Lakewood 
and Deertrees, are from 40 to 60 


miles from cities and tourists have. 


been biggest part of trade. Conse- 
quently, Lakewood, normally run- 
ning 17 to 20 weeks, will run eight 
at the most and possibly six, accord- 
ing to manager Herbert L. Swett. 


|eter checks that show 


Ogunquit, on the U. S. highway, | 


Plans its usual 10-week season, but 
looks to a big drop in biz, according 
to owner Mrs. Maude Hartwig. Deer- 
trees, at Harrison, will suspend play 
Season and function only as a school 
of opera singing. 


Kennebunk theatre, home of Gar- | 


rick players, and playhouse at Booth- 


| -Some of the suburban New York 
|roadhouse owners and the band- 
lleaders now working them were 


|shaken last week by the announce- 


| ment of gasoline rationing to go into 
effect in mid-May. 


that an allottment of the vital fluid | 


in five-gallons-per-week portions to 
average car owners will probably 
| spell the folding of many spots. 

Frank Dailey, owner of Meadow- 
brook, Cedar Grove, N. J., is not as 
worried as the others. He claims 
that. if the monthly dole to motorists 
is set at between 30-35 gallons his 
business won’t be cut more than 
10%. Dailey bases that prediction 
on comprehensive charts on the cars 
that have been driven to his spot, 
| kept for the past five years by his 
|parking attendants. These charts 
ishow that 88% of the business he 
| gets comes from within a 15-mile 
‘radius of Meadowbrook (New Jersey 
plates carry definite county designa- 
tions). Approximately 85% of these 
cars are equipped with tires good 
for another year-and-a-half to two 
years of travel, based on speedom- 
the average 
yearly mileage put on each is 6.500 
miles. 

Charts are also able to tell Dailey 


the average age of cars driven by | 


his customers. He asserts that 60°, 
of them range between 1940-'41 
models: 30% are '39. 5% are '42’s and 
older than ’39. Which also gives 
insight into how well-heeled the 


“ 
0% 


bay are other strawhats not expected | average Meadowbrok customer is. 


Consensus is | 


Violation of the $150 limit rule! 
was on Jan. 16 for the military ball, | 
an annual event. 





Skinney Ennis follows Eddy 
|Duchin at Palmer House, opening 
June 25. 





Clubs Yen fo 


‘Patriotic’ Leverage Now Used—Oscar Hild Sarcastic 


on Situation at 


Louisville, April 28. 
Practice of clubs and other social 
organizations requesting free music 
on patriotic grounds was scored at a 


meeting of musicians union officials 
from Ohio, Kentucky and West Vir- 
ginia last week. Oscar F. Hild presi- 
dent of the Cincinnati local and 
member of the American Federation 
of Labor’s executive board, termed 
these requests for cuffo music an 
evil and urged that they be turned 
down. ‘We've got,’ he said, ‘one 
| thing to sell and that’s our services, 
and we can’t seli it if we give it 
away.’ 

Hild predicted that the WPA music | 
project would soon be dropped un- | 


|after leave during which 


| Waring’s NBC cigaret shows. 


'of the defense setup. On the ques- 


a financial 


|Claude Thornhill 


sey; McDonald, Thomas and Harper 
Kerr handles ballad vocals. 

Lt. Andrew B. White, ex-Fred 
Waring singer, arrived back in camp 
to resume Special Services duties | 
time he 
made guest appearance on one of 


smashed aii attendance rceords at 
\the Pennsy[¥ania hotel, New York, 
for any 10-week period since the 
hotel has “been using name bands. 
Beginning his current run on Feb. 


9, Dorsey completed 10 weeks in the 
| hotel’s Cafe Rouge a week ago Satur. 


rm. co : ; _____._. | day (18) at which time he accumu- 

lated a total of 26.537 paid cover 

° charges. That’s an average of 2.653 

r Free ISIC - customers weekly, not counting 
dinner patrons, 

In the 10 weeks, usually looked 

upon as the weakest of the year, 

Lent exerting an undeniable influ- 

ence, Dorsey had two weeks where 

Louisville Meeting | covers ran over 3,000 and four be- 

|tween 2,.500-3,000. Never once did 


‘they go below 2.000. Band closes the 

hotel Saturday night (2) and opens 
the Strand theatre, N. Y., for four 
weeks May 8. Charlie Spivak re- 
places. 


less a place can be made for WPA 
music under the recreational phase 


tion of whether band leaders should 





| be regarded as independent contrac- 
| tors Hild told the delegates that only 


Bunny Berigan Laid Up 


Bunny Berigan is in Allegheny 
State Hopsital, Pittsburgh, recover- 
ing from an attack of pneumonia. He 
played that city with his band Tues- 
day (21), thereafter being hospital- 
ized while his outfit went on without 
him to Andy Perry’s Empire Ball- 
room, Allentown, Pa., the next night. 
Miller to forego his holding in the| Group opened a stay at the Sum- 
orchestra. Hild | mit, Baltimore, next night (Thurs.), 
added that the ban involved several | where Berigan will join it when he’s 
other big money leaders. | sufficiently recovered. 


employers may hold this status. His | 
reference had to do with the legal 
position taken by the AFL with re- 
gard to responsibility for social se- 
curity payments. 

Explaining a recent AFM rule pro- 
hibiting a band leader from holding 
interest in other bands, | 
Hild said that this will compel Glenn 
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Lyman, $42.00 in N. Y.; Whiteman, 
24G in S.F.; Krupa, 426 in Detroit, 
All Big B.0., Stabile $17,000, Philly 





(Estimates for This Week) 

Tommy Dorsey, New York (Para- 
mount; 3,664; 35-55-85-99)—With 
‘Favorite Blonde’ fPar) as the pic- 
ture. Terrific draught of Dorsey 
and that of the Bob Hope-Madeleine 
Carroll film brought potent $44,000 
on the fourth-final week ended last 
night (Tuesday). The third was $53,- 
000, tremendous. 

Jan Garber, Kansas City (Tower; 
2,110; 11-30-50)—With ‘Almost Mar- 
ried’ (U). Almost five years since 
Garber has been here. Week’s take 
of $10,000 good enough for house, 
which frequently realizes much less, 
but not a figure a band like this one 
would draw in this house. 

Benny Goodman, Buffalo (20th 
Century; 3,000; 35-55). Goodman teed 
off to raves from daily reviewers. 
‘Sleepytime Gal’ (Rep) rated on 
Soggy side, with band entitled to full 
credit for lush gate of probably 
$17,000. 

Richard Himber, Newark (Adams; 
2,000; 25-35-50-60)—With ‘Night Be- 
fore the Divorce’ (20th) and Dolly 
Dawn and Archie Robbins on stage. 
Getting good $14,500. 

Ray Kinney, Cleveland (Palace; 
3,700; 35-40-50-55-70)—With ‘Lar- 
ceny, Inc.’ (WB) plus Jerry Lester 
and Jinx Falkenburg for stage sup- 
port. Many competitive factors in 
this town, so will have to be satis- 
fied with around $20,000, still good. 


Gene Krupa, Detroit (Michigan; 
4,000; 49-55-65)—With ‘Lady Has 
Plans’ (Par) and Martha Raye for 


added stage support. All around fine 
combo drawing smash $42,000. 

Abe Lyman, New York (Strand; 
2,756;  35-55-85-99)-— With Jackie 
Cooper, other acts on stage, ‘Larceny, 
Inc.” (WB) on screen. The Lyman 
orchestra, which has played here 
twice before, plus Cooper, who is 
drawing the youths, combine with 
the Edward G. Robinson name as 
strong boxoffice; a big $42,000 or 
about that is seen. Show holds over. 

Ted Lewis, Los Angeles (Orpheum; 
2,200; 33-44-55-65)—With own stage 
show and ‘Four Jacks and Jill’ 
(RKO). Lewis carrying house with 
his aggregation for a big $19,500. 
‘Broke one-day record at this theatre 
last Sunday (26), mark made by 
Amos and Andy eight years ago. 

Ciro Rimac, New York (State; 3,- 
450; 28 - 44-55-75 - 99 - $1.10)—-With 
James Barton on stage, “To Be’ (UA) 
(2d run) on screen. Rimac band is 
aided by popularity of Barton in 
providing good support for the pic- 
ture; indications point to $27,000 or 
better, very good. 

Dick Stabile, Philadelphia (Earle; 
2,768; 35-46-57-68-75)—With ‘Always 











“There’s a little 
Armstrong in ’em all.” 
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SONNY WOODS 
VELMA MIDDELTON 


Just concluded phenomenally 
successful engagement 
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in My Heart’ (WB) and Jack Haley 
and Hal Leroy for stage support. 
Stage show gets the credit for most 
of fair $17,000. 

Paul ~Whiteman, San Francisco 
(Golden Gate; 2,850; 40-44-65)—With 
‘Mayor of 44th St.’ (RKO). House 
grossing smash $24,000, mostly on 
the draught of the band. 


Conn t cut Proves 
Big Coin Source 
For One-Niters 








(Estimates) 


Bob Allen-Guy Ormandy (Ray- 
mor-Playmor B., Boston, April 24- 
25). Third week-end date here 
proved fine for Allen and local out- 
fit; pulled 1,600 Friday, 1,900 Satur- 
day, at 75c-65c for $2,450. 

Blue Barron (Arena, New Haven, 
Conn., April 25). Approximately 
2,000 dancers at $1.10 per greeted 
Barron at Trolleymen’s Ball; fair. 


Les Brown (Shubert T., New Ha- 


ven, Conn., April 26). Brown stood 


‘em up three out of four shows, with 
vaude, grossing estimated $2,300 at 
35c-65c; good. 


Henry Busse (Memorial Hall, Jop- 
lin, Mo., April 24). Busse played to 
good total of 1,439 dancers at 85c 
advance, $1.12 door here. Next night 
(25) band pulled okay 1.253 people 
at Meadow Acres, Topeka, Kan., at 
$1. 


Glen Grav (Lyric T., Bridgeport, 
Conn., April 20-22). Casa Loma out- 
fit pulled solid $4,600 in three days 
here. 


Les Hite (Roseland-State B.. Bos- 
ton, April 25). Hite drew 200 less 
than last date here; 700 at 65c for 
fair $455. 


Kay Kyser (Armory, Louisville. 
Ky., April 25).; Kyser ran one of 
his concert-dance affairs here (two 
admissions) and over-all played to 
12,000 people at $1.10. 


Vaughn Monroe (‘Commodore B., 
Lowell, Mass., April 22). Biggest 
crowd of year turned out, 2,100 at 
99c, three times total pull year ago. 
At Arena, New Haven, Conn., Sun- 


day (26) band also proved okay, 
drawing 5,300 admissions at 55c- 
$1.10. 


Red Norvo (Yankee Lake, Brook- 
field, O., April 18). Norvo did fair 
here, luring 946 hoppers at 65c for 
$615, 


Ken Reeves (Totem Pole B., Au- 
burndale, Mass., April 22-25). Local 
outfit on first appearance did ex- 
ceptionally well (this spot has a nat- 
ural draw regardless of attraction) 
playing to 9,600 in four days at $1.45 
pair for $6,960. 

Alvino« Rey (Lafayette College. 
Easton, Pa., April 24). Some 450 
couples at $5 pair heard Rey here; 
gross, $2,250. 

Tommy Reynolds (Ritz B.. 
Bridgeport, Conn., April 26). Reyn- 





}ance; 600 at $1.10. 





olds’ draw of 1,010 dancers at 75c 
was considered ‘good’. 


Muggsy Spanier (Western Reserve 
U., Cleveland, April 24). Junior frat 
prom in gym got only ‘fair’ attend- 
Next night (25) 
drew 1,000 into Sunset Ballroom, 
Carrolltown, Pa., okay at 85c per for 
comparatively unknown crew. 


Charlie Spivak (Tulane U., New 
Orleans, La., April 21). In a con- 
cert and dance (separate admis- 
sions) Spivak grossed $1,480 approx- 
imately at $2.55 couple and $1.75 for 
hop and 55c for show. Rated ‘good’ 
by those in charge. 


Jack Teagarden (Trianon B., Se- 
attle, April 21). , Teagarden pulled 
‘em here; 1,500 at $1. Next night 
got excellent 2,000 at same price at 
same spot. At Century B., Tacoma, 
April 18-19 (one early morn de- 
fense worker hop) band played to 
3,000 at $1. 


Johnny Tumino, personal managér 
of Jay McShann band, joined Moe 
Gale agency last week in New York. 
He takes place of Tim Gale, booking 
one-nighters. Gale is in the Army. 





Disc: Reviews 


Elia Fitzgerald: I’m Gettin’ 
Mighty Lonesome for You’— 
‘When I Come Back Crying’ 
(Decca 4315). Miss Fitzgerald’s 
initial effort with Four Keys ac- 
companiment instead of her 
band; first side shows her in 
swell commercial groove; fine 
melody. 

Kay Kyser: ‘Don’t Sit Under 
Apple Tree’—‘There Won't Be 
Shortage Love’ (Col. 36567). ‘Ap- 
ple’ side, getting wide attention 
currently, is strong. Sully 
Mason-quartet vocal. Reverse is 
also good, new rhythm tune. 

Dick Stabile: ‘Jealous’—‘You 
Know’ (Decca 4301). Instrumen- 
tal arrangement of first, featur- 
ing leader’s sax, should do a lot 
for good, new band. Reverse has 
fine points, too, vocalled by 
Gracie Barrie. 

Vaughn Monroe: ‘Three Little 
Sisters—‘Be Brave Beloved’ 
(Blue 11508). Initial side is cute 
novelty as done at fast tempo 
and vocalled by Four V’s. 

Jimmy Dorsey: ‘Full Moon’— 
‘If You Are But a Dream’ (Decca 
4312). ‘Moon’ is fine, but it’s re- 
verse adaptation of Rubenstein 
melody that should hit heaviest. 
Bob Eberly vocals both. 

Harry James: ‘One Dozen Roses’ 
—You’re Too Good for Good for 
Nothing Me’ (Col. 36566). ‘Roses’ 
arrangement is notable for tricky 
pacing. Reverse, vocalled by 
Helen Forrest, is also strong, 
new tune likely to move. 


On the Upbeat 


Herbert Fritschie back into Bal- 
conades, Pittsburgh, for fourth time 
this year, succeeding the Buddy 
Carlson band. 

















Roly Rogers has added a girl 
trumpeter, Josephine Hunt, 17 years 
old. She will be graduated from Ar- 
lington (Mass.) high school in June. 





Sonny Faigen, trumpeter, has left 
Baron Elliott’s band at Oh Henry 
ballroom in Chi to join Herman 
Middleman’s outfit at the Yacht Club, 
Pittsburgh. 





Tommy Dorsey booked for a one- 
nighter at the Sunset Ballroom, 
Carrolltown, Pa., Monday (4). 





Ward Kaler has quit Herbie Kay 
crew to front his own band, which 
opens Friday (1) at Ruggles Beach, 
Ohio. 





Lang Thompson orch one-nights at 
the Aragon Ballroom, Pittsburgh, 
Tuesday (5). 





Chick Floyd's engagement at Wil- 
liam Penn hotel’s Chatterbox, Pitts- 
(Continued on page 53) 


Band Bookings 


Jimmie Lunceford, May 22, U. of 
Washington, Seattle; 23, Century B., 
Tacoma, Wash.: 24-25, Trianon B., 
Seattle; 26, Spanish B., Portland, 
Ore.; 28, Civic Aud., San Jose, Cal.; 
29, Civic Aud., Stockton, Cal.; 30, 
Sweet’s B., Sacramento; 31, Sweet’s 
B., Oakland. 

Bob Allen, May 4, week, Palomar 
B., Norfolk, Va. 


Mitthell Ayres, 








May 20, Court 


Square T., Springfield, Ill.; 21-22, 
Poli T., Waterbury, Conn.; 25-27, 
Lyric T., Bridgeport. 

Lou Breese, May 1, Purdue U., 


Lafayette, Ind.; 2-3, State T., Rich- 
mond, Ind.; 5, Illini B., Decatur, IIL; 
6, Grand B., Chatsworth, IIl.; 7, Twin 


Lakes B., Rockview City, Ia.; 8, U.| 


of Iowa, Iowa City; 9, Plamor B., 
Kansas City. 

Bobby Byrne, May 11, week, Palo- 
mar B., Norfolk, Va. 

Del Casino, May 1-3, Strand T., 
Syracuse; 8-10, Yankee Lake, Brook- 
field, O.; 11, Simmit Beach Park, 
Akron; 15, two weeks, Beverly Hills 
C. C., Newport, Ky. 

Sonny Dunham, May 3, San Jose 
Civic Aud., Cal.; 15, U. of California, 
Los Angeles; 16, Sweet’s B., Sacra- 
mento; 17, Sweet’s B., Oakland. 

Freddie Fischer, May 22-24, Gen- 
eral Electric Co., Fort Wayne, Ind.; 
25, indef., Lantz’s M-Go-R, Dayton. 

Woody Herman, May 8, Armory, 
Wilmington, Del.; 9, Empire B., 


Allentown, Pa.; 13, two weeks, Para- 
mount T., New York. 

Stan Kenton, May 1, State Teach- 
er’s C., Bloomsburg, Pa.; 8, Valley 
Dale, Columbus, O. 

Richard Himber, May 1-3, Palace 


Bands at Hotel B.O.’s 


(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, ts the estimated cover 
charge business being done by name bands mm various New York hotels, 
Dinner business (7-10 P.M.) not rated. Figures after name of hotel give 
room capacity and cover charge. Larger amount designates weekend and 
holiday price.) 





ects Covers Pots 

Band Hotel Played wan tn, 
Jimmy Dorsey....Pennsylvania (500; 75c-$1.50)........11 2,625 29,175 
Woody Herman*..New Yorker (400; 75c-$1.50)........ 6 2,025 13,200 
Enric Madriguera.Biltmor? (300; $1-$1.50)......... iota ae 500 10,450 
Freddy Martin*...Waldorf (475; $1-$1.50)............. 14 2,225 31,900 
Frankie Masters..Roosevelt (400; $1-$1.50)............ 3 900 3,400 
Lani McIntire.....Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50)........ .-1l 1,400 15,425 
Ray McKinley....Commodore (400; 75c-$1)......... “<o | 850 850 
Jerry Wald.......Lincoln (225; 75c-$1).......cccccccce 3 585 1,825 


* Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show, although the band is the 
major draw, 





Los Angeles ° 


Skinnay Ennis (Ambassador; 900; $1-$1.50). Off a bit but will manage 
around 800 covers for two nights (Fri. and Sat.). Freddy Martin, a fav in 
this room, returns May 21. 

Phil Harris (Biltmore; 1,200; 50c-$1). This lad can’t do any worse than 


6,000 payees a week, mighty sweet biz in this downtown spot. Joe Reich- 
man comes in May 28. 





Chicago 


Chuck Foster (Continental Room, Stevens hotel, 400; $1.50-$2 min.) 
Foster handling himself nicely and running good score in this out-of-the- 
loop location, drawing 2,300 customers. 


Eddy Duchin (Empire Room, Palmer House; 600; $3-$3.50 min.). Duchin 
remains powerfu! Chicago name and consistent winner in this distinctive 
room, -bringing in fine 3,600 patrons last week. 

Jimmy Joy (Walnut Room, Bismarck hotel; 300; $1-$2 min.), 
third week and holding its own with 1,700 patrons. 

Cab Calloway (Panther Room, Sherman hotel; 800; $1-$2.50 min.). Pan- 
ther Room continues one of the really top spots in town. Calloway’s third 
week came in with nifty 5,200 tabs. 

Neil Bondshu (Mayfair Room, Blackstone hotel; 350; $2.50 min. Sat.). 
Class location switched from Jane Froman to Yvette as name warbler on 
Friday (24). Consistent spot did well with 2,500 tabs, aided considerably 
by legit hit, ‘Good Night Ladies,’ in adjacent Blackstone theatre. 


Joy in 





Minneapolis 


Freddy Nagel (Minnesota Terrace, Hotel Nicollet; 500; $1-$1.50 min.). 
Well-liked band in fourth week. Business still far off, but showed pick-up 
past seven days, attendance climbing to approximately 350 nightly. New 
floor show acts are Manor & Mignon, C. Ray Smith and Woodie & Betty. 





Boston 


Griff Williams (Oval Room, Copley Plaza; 300; $1 cover). With Dorothy 
Lewis Ice Show; on fifth week, Williams Kept high pace with 1,900 covers, 
best biz room has seen in years, with Friday-Saturday overflow accom- 
modated in adjacent Sheraton Room. Dinner trade also exceptionally 
good. Williams opens tonight (Wed.) at Totem Pole, Auburndale, Mass. 
Hal Saunders takes over with ice show remaining until July. 

Leighton Noble (Terrace Room, Hotel Statler; 450; $1 cover). In 15th 
week of indefinite engagement, Noble continued fine to 950 covers Friday- 
Saturday, only late nights. Dinner biz also good throughout week. 


Philadelphia 


Pancho (Garden Terrace, Benjamin Franklin hotel; 500; $1-$1.50-$2 min.). 
Droyping slightly in next-to-last week with a total of 1,182 supper cus- 
tomers, 





Location ii. Not in Hotels 


(Los Angeles) 

Sonny Dunham (Palladium B, Hollywood, third week). Getting great 
play from service men over the weekend. Will hang up around 11,000 
admissions on the week. Band surprised by keeping to a good consistent 
level. Harry James set for a big opening tonight (Tues.). 

Duke Ellington (Trianon N, Southgate, Cal.). Still whamming for a 
hot aggregate of 7,500 stubs. 


Jan Savitt (Casa Manana B, Culver City, Cal.). Opened last Friday 
night (24) for second stand here within a year. Last time he had to buck 
Glenn Miller at the Palladium; this time it’s Harry James at the same 
dancery. Around 6,000 payees on first stanza, accelerated by a round-the- 
town advertising. 

Ozzie Nelson (Florentine Gardens N, Hollywood). It’s same old story 
at this site, 4,000 customers more or less. Rudolf Friml’s band comes in 
April 30 with Nils Granlund’s new floor show. 





(Chicago) 
Buddy Franklin (Chez Paree; 500; $3-$3.50). Franklin getting along 
fine. With floor show came through with 3,900 customers. 
Ted Weems (Blackhawk; 400; $1.25 min.). Weems has smacked ’em 
over in this spot and going great guns to 3,300. customers again last week. 











— 





T., Fort Wayne, Ind.; 10, Paramount 
T., Hammond, Ind.; 15, two weeks, 
Chase Hotel, St. Louis. 


Will Osborne, May 1, Casa Loma 
B., Charleston, W. Va.; 3, Myer’s 
Lake Park, Canton, O.; 6, Avalon B., 
LaCrosse, Wis. ‘ 
George Olsen, May 1, Shorham 
H., Washington, D. C.; 2, Lakeside 
Park, Barnesville, Pa. = 

Dick Rogers, May 9, Sunnybrook 
B., Pottstown, Pa. 

Joe Venuti, May 1, Hotel Bradford 
Roof, Boston; 2, Priscilia Casino, Au- 
burn, N. Y.; 3, two weeks, Tic-Toc C., 
Boston. 


“A NEAT ENTRY” 
—Variety, Mar. 11, 1942. 


“More Than You Know” 


AND 


“Down for Double” 


OQKEH Record No. 6584 


COUNT BASIE 


And His Orchestra 








Per. Mgt.: MILTON EBBINS 

















The new “country tune” sensation. Ernest Tubb’s 


WALKING THE FLOOR OVER YOU 


DICK ROBERTSON BOB ATCHER ERNEST TUBB 
Decca No. 4189 Okeh No. 6496 Decca No. 5958 


AMERICAN MUSIC, INC. 
1211 N. Poinsettia Drive, Hollywood 
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BUCK OUT AS ASCAP PREZ 





- Keep 35c Labels But Switch Names 





Meantime Coin Machines May Have to Return Two 
Old Discs for Every Three New Ones 


+ 
vt 








It appears now that none of the 
major reco companies expects 
to relinquish the investments they 
have in the 35c label titles marketed 
by each. In place of giving up the 
Bluebird, Okeh and Decca cheaper 
issues each outfit is preparing to 
move its stronger-selling talent to 50c 
sides while continuing to manufac- 
ture the 35-centers. These latter will 
be occupied by the less potent names 
among the bands, singers, et al. 

Beginning with the tunes cut on 
his next recording date, Jimmy Dor- 
sey will jump te Decca’s new 50c 
Black label releases, and Woody Her- 
man will do the same. At Columbia, 
Benny Goodman, Tommy Tucker, 
Dick Jurgens will be shifted to the 
50c Columbia label. At Victor, Glenn 
Miller, Freddy Martin, Dinah Shore 
will head the move from 35c to 50c. 

Coin machine operators will soon 
hear what is expected of them to 
help the situation, in regard to re- 
turning used platters. They may be 
required to turn in two old discs for 
every three new ones bought, for 
which they will be allowed six cents 
(two discs weigh about one pound, 
which conforms to the 6c per pound 
price for reclaimed platters). 

Few record officials feel that the 
amount of material that can be ex- 
tracted from old platters will be 
sizable enough to make much differ- 
ence in the current situation. True, 
they say, the Government’s order 
didn’t slice production 70%, it simply 
cut the use of shellac, which in turn 
reduced production, but reclaimed 
materials cannot add much to the 
available stockpile, it is felt. 


FLORIDA SEEKS 
ASCAP FORMULA 


Orlando, Fla., April 28. 
Group of Florida broadcasters met 
with John G. Paine, ASCAP gen- 
eral manager, Sunday (26) and went 
over the terms of a compromise com- | 
pliance that would permit ASCAP 
to resume doing business in this 











state. It is understood that the dis- 
cussions included the matter of set-| 
tlements on accumulated fees due) 
the Society. 

Under a Florida statute which has 
been in effect for two years ASCAP 
is barred from licensing music users 
directly. 


PROFESSIONAL MEN NET 
$10,000 FROM BENEFIT 


Professional Music Men, Inc., 
net somewhat over $10,000 from its | 
theatre party of last Sunday night | 
(26), sale of advertising in its jour- 
nal and from its raffle. The theatre | 
buyout was ‘Priorities of 1942.’ 

George Joy’s daughter, Peggy, won 
the $200 war bond which was the | 
top prize in the raffle. 


WALLICHS UNPERTURBED 


Californian Secretive But Confident 
On New Disc Company 








will | 











Glenn Wallichs, owner of record 
and music store in Hollywood, who's 
behind the new Liberty Record Co., 
along with songwriter Johnny Mer- 
cer and Buddy DeSylva, v.p. and pro- 
duction chief of Paramount Pictures, 
is in New York currently telling 
people he contacts that he doesn’t 
expect the Government’s seizure of 
70% of shellac reserves to bother him 
much, He asserts that he will be able | 
to go ahead with his plans, and has | 
been contacting New York distrib- 
utors to handle his output when he | 
gets going. 

Wallichs is very secretive about his 
Plans, refusing to divulge where his 
pressing will be done, except that it 
is to be handled on both coasts. He 
has intimated to persons he talked 
with that Horace Heidt’s orchestra 
will be one of his recording names. 








Legendary Russian 





There’s a story going the 
rounds in New York presently 
about a Russian chemist who has 
been camping on RCA-Victor’s 
doorstep for the past two years 
or so, trying to interest the com- 
pany in a new method of process- 
ing recordings. His formula, it’s 
claimed, is composed of domestic 
materials easy to obtain and 
which do not figure in the gov- 
ernment’s war effort. 

Since the recent curtailment in 
the use of shellac in platter man- 
ufacturing RCA is supposed to 
have made a frantic search in 
New York for the chemist, and 
succeeded in locating him last 
week, 


PALISADES PK. 
HAS RECORD 
OPENING 


Palisades Amusement Park, Fort 
Lee, N. J., had one of the biggest 
opening days in its 32-year history 
Saturday (25). Park officials refused 
to divulge the exact number of peo- 
ple who attended, but parking lots 
were jammed to capacity and long 
lines of ticket-holders waited for 
trips on various ride concessions. 
Sunday afternoon was also heavy, 
but chillier weather later in the eve- 
ning eased things up. By then game 
concessions had run out of prizes 
and several restaurants on the 
grounds were cleaned out of some 
foods. 

Park is a regular buyer of name 
bands. McFarland Twins were in 
the dance pavilion Saturday night, 
Johnny ‘Scat’ Davis Sunday. 




















MUGGSY SPAWIER IRKED 





Refrains, on Friends’ Urging, From 


Filing Against Decca 





Muggsy Spanier started to file a 
claim against Decca Records with 
New York local 802 of the American 
Federation of Musicians last week 
over the cancellation of a recording 
date for his band, but friends finally 
prevailed upon him to forget it. 
Spanier was scheduled to cut four 
| sides on a single date contract at a 
price of $750, at Decca’s N.Y. studios 
Thursday (23) morning. His band 
arrived, but it was told the date was 
off. 


Spanier burned because 
| had not notified him earlier, point- 
ing out that his booking office 
(CRA) had left the date open for 
recording and that he could have 
| played a one-nighter on the way to 
Cleveland where he was due at 
i Western Reserve U., Friday He 
| got hotter when he found that 
Woody Herman’s band was to re- 


cord that afternoon. He couldn't 
understand why Herman’s date was 


fulfilled and his was cancelled, de- | 


spite the government’s recent re- 
strictions on the use of shellac, 
which stands to hurt the recording 
aspirations of all classes of orches- 
tras below the top ones. 

“ Had Spanier filed a complaint it 
would have been the. first to grow 
out of the recording situation as it 
now stands. Decca explains that 
| Spanier did not have a definite date. 
He had been told before the Govern- 
ment’s move against shellac to come 
in when he had arranged four more 
tunes. He came into the studios 
without warning. 





Leo Robin and Ralph Rainger | 


Decca | 





[FOES FINALLY 
MUSTER VOTES 


Necessary Two-Thirds of 
Board Ends Paid Presi- 
dency in Favor of Honor- 
ary Post for Deems Taylor 
—Feud Between Gene 
Buck and Publishers Grew 
Bitter in Past Year 








$25,000 PENSION? 





Replacement of Gene Buck with 
Deems Taylor as president of 
ASCAP at the annual election of 
officers last Thursday (23) rates as 
the slickest coup that has been 
carried out within that organization 
for many years. The capture of 
enough votes among tle writer di- 
rectors came as a shock to Buck and 
the fact that the publisher contingent 
on the board had managed their 
stratagem so efficiently and sur- 
reptitiously caused much incredulous 
headshaking in the music industry. 


Buck will be paid the balance of his 
$35,000 salary for the current year 
and the question of putting him on a 
pension will, it was indicated, be 
taken up by the board at some later 
session. It was also hinted that dis- 
position will be made soon of an- 
other major figure in the ASCAP 
setup. 


The annual pension for Buck will 
probably be fixed at $25,000. It is 
understood that the writers who 
voted for Taylor had advised the 
pubs on the board that they would 
go along with the former provided 
that a pension be granted Buck. In 
the discussions on this point the 
$25,000 figure was mentioned, but 
the matter of whether this is to 
apply for a period of years, or a 
year-to-year basis, is also yet to be 
determined by the board. 

The polling of votes for president 
was preceded by several parliament- 
ary tiffs. At very opening Buck 
interposed an objection to a secret 
ballot and argued that noses be 
counted out in the open. Charles 
C. Schwartz, of ASCAP counsel, was 
consulted on this point and he stated 
a secret ballot was permissible under 
the ASCAP bylaws. L. Wolfe 
Gilbert, a Buck henchman, brought 
up the matter of the recent election 


| Murray Taught Me 


‘So Say We’ Is Publisher Footnote 
To Shellacking of Angle Leaders 





ASCAP’s New Officers 


ASCAP officers who were 
elected last week for a year's 
term were as follows: 

Deems Taylor, president. 

Gustave Schirmer, v.p. 

Oscar Hammerstein II, v.p. 

George W. Meyer, secretary. 

Max Dreyfus, treasurer, 

J. J. Bregman, asst. sec. 

Irving Caesar, asst. treas. 


SINGLE CONTACT 
GATHERS RADIO 
PLUG INFO 


The contactmen’s union has ar- 
ranged with NBC and the Blue Net- 
work to have a union’s representa- 
tive serve as the go-between on 
daily clearance of musical numbers 
over the two webs. Instead of in- 
dividual professional managers 
clamoring around the networks’ 
quarters to find out which of their 
numbers were being broadcast that 
night, all this information will be 
turned over to the union’s rep for 
distribution among various contact- 
men, The rep will pick up his data 
from the networks’ library, at 4 p.m. 
each day. Move relieves the webs 
of answering manifold personal and 
telephone calls from publishers’ men. 
The policy becomes effective Friday 
(1). 

John O’Connor, president of the 
union, who worked out these ar- 
rangements with the networks last 
Friday (24), also obtained from C. 
L. Menser, NBC’s program head, the 
assurance that-the interval for the 
repetition of current tunes will be 
reduced to two hours and kept rigid. 
It had been three hours. 

















‘ARTHUR MURRAY’ ALBUM 


Ted Straeter Batens Eight Assorted | 
Dance Tunes 








Decca Records recorded tunes by 
Ted Straeter’s band last week for 
inclusion in an album titled ‘Arthur 
Dancing.’ Book 





for writer directors and raised the | will be made up of eight dance melo- 


question as to whether 
to be a recount of the three-way 
contest that resulted in Ray Hender- 
son coming out victor over Jerome 
Kern and Al Lewis before the board, 
which included Henderson, pro- 
ceeded to vote for officers. 


allies when at the opening of the 
meeting it was noticed that the faces 


(Continued on page 42) 


 pirpeewe ik 


there ought | 


dies in fox trot, waltz, rhumba, tango, | 
|} etc., tempoes, 


and does not include 


ithe tune ‘Arthur Murray Taught Me 
Dancing in a Hurry,’ from the film 





‘The Fleet’s In.’ 


Sides were Straeter’s 


A feeling | Decca. 
of disquiet spread through the Buck | 





Frank Loesser and Jimmy McHugh 


are doing songs for ‘White Hot and | 
| Blue’ 


at Paramount 
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Questions and Answers ori ASCAP : 
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Victor Herbert Was Honorary | 





|head of 





Presidency of ASCAP previously 
was an honorary title, Victor Her- 
bert being the first; George Maxwell, 
G. Ricordi ‘(American 
branch) the prez immediately before 
Gene Buck. 





Taylor Chosen fer Prestige 
Society chose Deems Taylor on 
premise he’s a personality on the 
radio; a man of some artistic stature 
and prestige. 





Paine In, Mills Uncertain 
John G. Paine, as general man- 


| ager, seems to be in a favored paid | 


He draws $25,000 annuaily. | 
Edwin Claude Mills, as 


post. 
Status of 


washed up their 18-month stay at} 'chairman of the executive commit- 


20th-Fox with song-writing chore on 
'‘Footlight Serenade.’ 


tee, under the new order within 


ASCAP is currently debatable. 


| 


Re: te te & Frohlich 


Also a question rk are Schwartz | 
| & Frohlich’s ceatha ued 


exclusive lega: counsel at $25,000 a 
year. During the BMI and U. S. con- 
sent decree tiffing, Charles Poletti, 
Lieut. Governor .. New York State | 


law firm, rece've. $.0,000. David L. 
Podell, another specia] counsel, got 
$70,000. Schwartz & Frohlich’s re- 
cent preoccupation with film matters 
have taken them considerably to the 
Coast. Herman Finkel ‘ein, a mem- 
be: of the firm, 
most active on the ASCAP account, 





has been mentioned a_ moving in as 
‘house’ counsellor, or taking over the | 
society ad a client. Others in ASCAP 
| still favor some ‘pres ge’ firm for 
, legislative effect in Washington and 
elsewhere, not knowing when an- 
| other legal attack may come. 


first for | 


services as | 


and of counsel for Milton Diamond’s 


“ho has really been 





As part of a genera] tendency to 
curb the powers of bandleaders, now 
that shellac scarcity has changed the 
facts of life, the music publishers 
aver that they, too, ‘won't play ball’ 
with maestros who are congenital 
cutter-inners, or who have their own 
songplugging and publishing angles, 
etc. Just how they'll achieve this is 
an ‘X’ problem, but the theory is that 
if and when a hit song comes along, 
or it’s a piece of song material that 
looks unusualiy strong, it will be 
withheld from the suspected maes- 
tros., 


The objective is to curb those lead- 
ers who will only record the songs 
they're interested in. Now that the 
shelHac shortage has put another com. 
plexion—by governmental order—on 
the disk business, the selection of 
songs for mechanical reproduction 
will become more scientific and dis- 
criminating, and not as haphazardly 
put on the wax. The theory is that 
ultimately only the better tunes will 
merit perpetuating on wax. 


Guif Wiliams 
Sidetracked 
From Waldorf 


Sudden decision of the Musile 
Corp. of America to switch Guy 
Lombardo for Griff Williams as the 
next band at the Waldorf-Astoria 
hotel, N. Y., has caused some specu- 
ilation within the band booking 
trade. 


Lombardo, who is currently play- 
ing theatres, replaces Freddy Mar- 
|tin at the Waldorf May 18. Lom- 
|bardo closed a winter’s session at 
the Roosevelt hotel, N. Y., only a 
few weeks ago. 

Contacted in Boston Monday (265 
Williams was ‘greatly disturbed’ 
about the situation. He claimed he 
|} would never have come east with- 
| out Music Corp. of America’s assur- 
lance that the Waldorf deal was set, 
'He explained that he took his re- 
‘cent Copley-Plaza hotel, Boston, job 
|on MCA’s promise that it would 











follow with the New York ‘prestige’ 
pot. MCA’s Chicago office had of- 
fered him some lucrative midwest 


j}and Coast bookings, but he turned 
them down in favor of the eastern 
deals. He figures his choice of un- 
| fulfilled eastern promises has cost 
him a lot of money. 

| Williams also is burned at MCA 
| because he claims his Copley con- 
| tract called for network wires and 
he received none. Band opened to- 
|day (Wed.) at Totem Pole Ballroom, 
Auburndale, Mass., stays until May 
| 23, then goes to Beverly Hills C.C., 
Newport, Ky. 


+| 0’ Keefe’ § . Attachment 
| Suit Vs. Freddy Martin 


F. C. (Cork) O’Keefe, New York 
| personal manager, has secured an at- 
| tachment on the earnings of Freddy 
| Martin's orchestra, now at the Wal- 
dorf-Astoria hotel, New York, 
O’Keefe alleges Martin owes him ap- 
| proximately $19,000 in commissions 
ifor acting as Martin’s manager for 
the year ending Feb. 1 past. Louis 
| Nizer, Martin's attorney, will move 
to have the attachment vacated this 
week, 

According to Martin, he had a trial 
'managerial agreement with O'Keefe 
| for one year, which expired Feb. 1, 
after which he nuddled with O’Keefe 
‘and called things off, confirming the 
| decision by mail. He knew nothing 
of O’Keefe’s demands for commis- 
|sions due, he claims, until served 
with the attachment papers. 
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VARIETY 





Wednesday, April 29, 1942 





NBC, CBS, Blue, Mutual Plugs 


Following tabulation of popular music performances embraces all four 
networks—NBC, CBS, Blue, and Mutual—as represented by WEAF—WJZ, 
WABC and WOR N. Y. Compilation herewith covers week beginning 
Monday through Sunday (April 20-26) from 5 p.m., to 1 a.m. and is based on 
data provided by Accurate Reporting Service regular checking source for 
music publishing industry. 





TITLE PUBLISHER TOTAL 
Don't Si Under Apple Tree. ...5 0. sevsccectenssi i Ba ee eee reer 32 
Don’t Want Walk Without You—7‘Sweater Girl’. .Paramount .......... 32 
Somebody Taking Place.........cscseseoseceeees Shapiro ....--.+eeees 31 
Tals SOO. oe vacusk Pines cht cok sade esenan weeakaa PTET 27 
Jersey Bounce ..... ce en ey Poe Peay Bewis.isc.' I ba cha 24 
Johnny Doughboy Found Rose.... ........see0: esiPawherd. ssoecciteca Oe 
ae Pee tad cceenc edb kines eaceue sismabvesbeeGh .ssearas i deeu . 24 
*Breathless eee. paca gauhbedabiobhedsualscon ee eeeeeeeeerereeenenee 23 
was Fou: fs... eS or pak wees wae $e'ctb ka cE ine Vabncdc' os - 21 
Always In Heart—7‘Always In My Heart’........Remick ...........+ 20 
eee OT OED BO acs cc cncccccevebeuaves oo PERMMMOUNE acc ccevtee 2S 
ONS DOS oceis s vv sccccdetncccacee Ras, PEE es 18 
Deep Heart Texas ..... Sali de b's 4(e'eere olan lea lt,” re 15 
BW TROD Fh SOOM oid vc vdcccce Cévcteccs CEL. S dsawbs 0s caer 15 
eG TeAGOOO aiid os oo ccwad evecare oveshoseeSeas pees Giepeell ise ic cece 15 
I Remember You—?‘Fleet’s In’.............c.06.- POTEMOUNE cic cccevse 6 
fll Pray For You—?+‘What’s Cookin’ .......... oc eHMOPMMS cccce . 14 
Me and My Melinda................ bie tebe <a ct MPER MES ws cckba’s ccont . 14 
i Gy a ra er ire | RR Peer re . 14 
Three Little Sisters............. Pe ts SE TY i PFRe EST eee . 14 
Happy .in Love—t‘Sons 0° Tun’....eseseeeee vps Ce bdvesewa vce den ~ oe 
BMeeglight Cocktail, 45. ..<.+.0sscccccses vs cocee TOWEL ccccccccccccens 12 
Sing Me Song Island—#‘Song of the Island’......BVC ..cececeeeceeee - 12 
We'll Meet Again........ Sébaerveate cestode Ceti St rerrereer tT yere 12 
*Heavenly, Isn’t It?—+‘Mayor of 44th Street’,..... Greene-Revel ....... 1l 
*Last Night I Said Prayer............ sé VedCCRS CREE bh bad 42 e08 ockee SS 
*Marines Hymn ........ Smeets + kon bh eho cca Pedeee 2s0k0as boas oo On 
*Nightingale ............ eeES kee th ebetcs taut BR ee re ee a on 
She’ll Always Remember.................2-:- eth) Pree | | 
Lamplighter’s Serenade..............ceeeeee Seat RE Sw Cees Kavaeeu 10 
ny es cctivaseresuar ae 
I'll Keep Love Light Burning ................ re © 9 
I ce Si EE Sdeeeeeeues + 
Somebody Nobody Loves ..... pibweawicene coco MODDINS 6.0 cccceees . 9 
All Those Wonderful Years.............cceee Sudaees SEMOGEL 066s.0008 58 
MEN Gaean soc GO OATS cla soles bantaeuaeeaerd hie Shseadeorvures —— 
Pretty Little Petticoat....... igen icone he ders LTeuSEOR Lek venweavoss io B 
Se BO TI. BRI ones cockcscccccccececs Me: cob eens Cetnue _ & 
a in cs ccaektilvece sibkehanal DGD saci weveens ee: 
| NE IE ST enena eat We Sc keadted dete ne 7 
ei OR reer rr DEER ccd esuetas a 
Waltzing Mathilde ..,........... kaiveet sete te Pe Eee ae 
Begin the Beguine .............. Soba caracteccPaMeeee cc cesiedacce o 6 
SOU TOI no o.c 5c bciekeecee€onenexeeas Soci sel Becckeoevancws i < 
How About You?—j‘Babes on Broadway’........-Feist .......... icwecca o 
*If You Are But Dreami..........cccce peor ee | ae 
TES GE DOD MOR, .s s diccccd-ceddccedececces eee ae Nog one 
*Where Waa afelh parerwiacdins wus eae b Seca weal Pree | EI ere ‘. 
With a Sweetheart Like You ........ccccseees Se Be eke” 
There Are Rivers to Cross ...ccccccccccccces esc wescceccctae - & 
Se Wr NIN 5 CO c ob acc Césbi es 00 ag'he Voc pE sdcéevevicia. B 

Heaven Is Mine Again ..cccccccccctccsccces eden SME ba eeacece ooo S 
EOE MEET -a.'5 vac ghoeecesseonscsveees Cen | duh beccnaed ceo 
aes a Sip Oadbabebkeds vacaskeo eahesiescoecoe it 
There Won't Be Shortage Love ...cccccccrecseee MCUSt wcccocssccccce . 2 
Whisper That You Love Me ee cccccccccccccccecs sSADIFO @eeeeerserveevee 5 
*Who Wouldh’t Love You?.....cccccccccccccccess MACSIFO cccccccseccce 8 





. Indicates BMI licensing; ** indicates SESAC licensing; others are via 
ASCAP, ¢ Filmusical, +t Legitimate, 

















Top Writers! Great Melodies! Terrific Lyrics ! 


2 Outstanding Hits from MGM's Smash Musical “SHIP 
starring Eleanor Powell, Red Skelton an 
Tommy Dorsey and his Orchestra 


1 THE LAST CALL FOR LOVE 


By E. Y. Harburg, Margery Cummings and Burton Lane 


POOR YOU 


Lyric by E. Y. Harburg Musie by Burton Lane 


> 


And Feist Has The Biggest Show Hit; Too! 


HAPPY IN LOVE 
1 Lytle by Jack Yellen Musie by Sam E. Fain 


from Olsen & Johnson's "Sons O" Fun” 





dine 


MUSIC EDUCATORS 
AND LATIN-AM. TUNES 


._ New York. 





Editor, ‘Variety’: 

Concerning the recent Music Edu- 
cators National Conference, one of 
the main objectives of this mammoth 
meeting of music educators was to 
emphasize Latin-American music. It 
was to be a good-will gesture that 
would help solidify our good neigh- 
bor policy. Yet, the manner in 
which the Latin-American music was 
presented to music educators result- 
ed in a very poor presentation. No 
attempt was made to distinguish be- 
tween folk songs, carnival songs, or 
popular songs, and the net result 
brought confusion rather than en- 
lightenment. 

It seems that student-musicians are 
10 years ahead of their teachers and, 
in this particular phase of music, 
know more than those who are at- 
tempting to teach them about it. 

By listening to popular radio pro- 
grams, such as Andre Kostelanetz, 
Meredith Willson, Raymond Paige, 
Cugat, etc., young students are get- 
ting a musical education, whether 
they realize it or not, that is far 
ahead of the curriculum to which 
they are subjected. 

Dr. W. Otto Miessner, head of the 
music department at the University 
of Kansas, told me he is of the 
opinion that there should be more 
‘living music,’ or music written by 
American composers who are still 
alive. 

Student-musicians would give 
greater attention to their music 
studies if they were permitted to 
play and study music which interests 
them mostly—modern American 
music. However, there is good prog- 
ress being made in this direction. 
Many of the younger teachers realize 
that they can win the complete co- 
operation of students if they teach 
modern American music. A great 
many schools are now featuring such 
compositions more than ever before. 

No doubt within a few years our 
national music will dominate school 
programs, concerts and musical ac- 
tivities, but if they are serious about 
developing Latin-American music, 
they certainly will have to devise a 
more intelligent approach and work 
out a better educational program to 
achieve their purpose. 

J. J. Robbins. 











z= Buck Out 























ees COntinued from page 41 


of Buck’s bitterest foes among the 
pubs were abeam with confidence. 
How They Voted | 

The count that elected Taylor 
comprised 11 publishers’ votes and 
five writers’ votes. The 16 votes just 
made the two-thirds majority re- 
quired by the by-laws. The pubs’ 
approval was unanimous, A. Walter 
Fischer, the only publisher repre- 
sentative on the board, being absent 
because of illness, Of the nine 
writers present the production three- 
some, Dick Rodgers, Oscar Hammer- 
stein II and Henderson, are said to 
have all given Taylor the nod, while 
the other two votes are reputed to 
have been those of Taylor and 
George W. Meyer. Taylor was elect- 
ed on the second ballot. In the first 
ballot the count was 15 for Taylor 
and six for Buck. Meyer, after cast- 
inging an honorary vote for Buck, 
switched on the next ballot to 
Taylor. 

What had made the industry dubi- 
ous about the anti-Buck movement 
proving successful at this particular 
time was that illness was bound to 
prevent the attendance of not only 
Fischer but Otto Harbach, on whom 
publishers had for some_ time 
counted as an ally. The other 
writer directors on hand were Irving 
Caesar, Oley Speaks and Fred E. 
Ahlert. All these voted along with 
Buck. 

Intense publisher-director antag- 
onism toward Buck has been ac- 
cumulating since early 1941 when he 
undertook to treat with go-betweens 
in a U. §. department of justice 
situation without first consulting 
ASCAP’s board of directors. Pub- 
lisher directors have held that they 
would never have been brought up 
before a federal court in Milwaukee 
on criminal charges, and fined, had 
they been aware of the department's 
intentions at the inception of the 
proceedings. It was Buck, they said, 
who engaged the services of Charles 
Poletti, Lieut. Governor of New 
York, in the matter and left the So- 
ciety no alternative but to let 
Poletti resume his negotiations for a 
consent decree. 

Buck Resented 
This antagonism increased con- 





siderably when Buck some eight 


Inside Stufi—Music 


Because the Glenn Miller and Sammy Kaye musicals which 20th Cen- 
tury Fox is producing will be released within a brief interval of one an- 
other in September, the publishing firm of Bregman, Vocco & Conn has 
elected to handle the Miller score and leave it to some other publisher to 
exploit the score of the Kaye picture. B-V-C has an exclusive contract 





In making the Kaye score available to an outside publishing house Gordon 
and Warren are insisting that such bidders come to Hollywood to listen 
to their rendition of the songs. The writers don’t want to send the manu- 
scripts east, figuring that an interested publisher could get a better con- 
ception of the score by hearing them do it. 





Jack Robbins cites some gross sales and pop song statistics to prove 
that ‘the U. 8S. public won’t go for victory songs until we have some signal 
victories; that seemingly they’re partial to simple songs. ‘Elmer's Tune’ 
and ‘Chattanooga Choo Choo,’ which sold 350,000 and 250,000 sheets respec, 
are Big Three publications, and that’s about the present-day saturation 
point as against ‘Deep Purple,’ for instance, his hit of three or four years 
ago, which hit 450,000. Competitive firms’ songs like ‘Somebody Else Is 
Taking My Place,’ ‘I Don’t Wanna Walk Without You Baby,’ ‘Miss You,’ 
etc., point up his premise, these too, being strong sellers, Withal music 
business is excellent, despite everything. . 





Before Metro changed the title of the Eleanor Powell-Tommy Dorsey 
‘Ship Ahoy’ film from its former ‘I'll Take Manila’ designation, a title 
song had been written. Unwilling to discard the melody entirely, it was 
retained by switching the title and lyric to ‘I'll Take Tallulah’, Likewise, 
the heroine, originally Kate, was re-dialogued ‘Tallulah’. 

‘Last Call for Love,’ considered the hit tune in the pic, lists Marjorie 
Cummings as one of its writers. She’s wife of Jack Cummings, producer 
of the film, and her participation in the melody is because she suggesied 
the title. 


10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 


(Records below are grabbing most nickels this week in jukeboxes 
throughout the country, as reported by operators to ‘Variety.’ Names 
of more than one band or wocalist after the title indicates, in order of 
popularity, whose recordings are being played. Figures and names in 
parenthesis indicate the number of weeks each song has been in the listings 
and respective publishers.) 








1, Somebody Else (8) (Shapiro)........+. ete ee 
2. Moonlight Cocktail (9) (Jewel)........ mag ae ei oees aes 
3. Jersey Bounce (4) (Lewis).........0.. : —— eee aa - foe 
4. Tangerine (4) (Paramount)............. + Sommben Bans,’ Wiosbirg 
5. String Pearls (9) (Mutual)............ S woney eee. eee 
6. Sit Under Apple Tree (2) (Robbins)... ree Ss nine anne 
7. I Remember You (2) (Famous)......... few Barnes cham 
8. Always in My Heart (1) (Remick)...... 1 sme ll mangle hot a) 
9. Miss You (6) (Santly)....ceseseseseees oe dag <a 
10. Don’t Want Walk (8) (Paramount)..... . can iy ons gg har rare te 


OTHER FAVORITES 


(These records are directly below first 10 in popularity. 
number of weeks in parenthesis are fading, others gaining.) 


§ Tommy Tucker........Okeh 


Tunes with 


Johnny Doughboy (Orawford)............- 


l Kenny Baker.......... Decca 

’ { Freddy Martin...... Biuebird 

How Do I Know It’s Real (Chappell)...... ) Guy Lombardo ......Decca 
: { Harry James.......Columbia 

Sleepy Lagoon (Chappell). .oo.+-++..++++00 \ Jimmy Dorsey......... Decca 
: : wae § Benny Goodman....... Okeh 

My Little Cousin (Doraine).............06. ) Jimmy Dorsey. ..<>ss: ated 
{ Jimmy Dorsey......... Decca 

MSUS DULCE CEAMOUBS). cecceedcccceccocs ) Vaughn Moore......Bluebird 
Nursie, Nursie (Chappell)...........seeseee0: Connee Boswell....... Decca 
’ : §Glenn Miller....... Bluebird 
She’ll Always Remember (Witmark)....... ) Kate Smith........ Columbia 
{Art Hassel. 5.0.00 0%: luebird 

ONS DOWD Roses TOMoUs)..++00-+se00900s U Dick Jurgens........... Okeh 
: § Tommy Tucker.........Okeh 

Threw Kiss Into Ocean (Berlin)........... ) Kate Smith....-... Columbia 
§ Harry James.......Columbia 

Skylark (Morris).. ®@eeeeeeeeeoeeeeeeeeeeeeeee i Woody Herman bed ati Decca 
WOME FTO DW CMOS), ccna depocvcedcsivacreeas Andrews Sisters.......Decca 





months later flouted as ridiculous the | that the committee recommended 


with Mack Gordon and Harry Warren, the writers of these two scores, . 


terms submitted by NBC and CBS 
for settlement of their freeze-out of 
ASCAP and scored as ‘Quislings’ 
those publishers who wanted to 
openly admit that radio had licked 
them and that there was no sound 
reason for continuing the fight. What 
actually brought the publishers’ 
determination to get him out of the 
presidency to a head, say his foes, 
was an all-out attack that he de- 
livered against them at a general 
membership meeting several months 
ago. 

Last Thursday’s (23) meeting also 
passed a resolution holding over 
John O’Connor as chairman of the 
ASCAP executive committee for an 
additional 30 days, It is understood 





granting additional executive powers 
to John G. Paine, general manager, 
and the retirement of Sylvia Rosen- 
berg, who has been Buck’s execu- 
tive secretary for many years. 

Buck had served as president for 
21 years and for past 18 years he has 
received a salary for this post. From 
now on there will be no compensa- 
tion for elected officers. Buck may 
get a pension in addition to his 
royalties as a ‘BB’ writer member of 
ASCAP, The latter is worth around 
$6,000 annually. 

Board meets again today (Wed- 
nesday) to take up numerous month- 
ly routine matters which it was 
unable to find time for at last 
week’s session. 








Musie Publishers 








TIN PAN ALLEY 


FRANK CAPANO, Pres. 


Established 1937 
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Tavern Men of Wisconsin Confident 


Judge Ryan Will 





Again Sock ASCAP 





Milwaukee, April 28. 

Judge F. Ryan Duffy has set May 
12 as date for final argument in the 
long pending case of the American 
Society of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers against Wiley Young, lo- 
cal tavernkeeper, for copyright in- 
fringement, and upon the outcome 
may depend the entire future of 
ASCAP in Wisconsin. The original 
action, brought for playing a Wayne 
King record of his theme song “The 
Waltz I Saved For You,’ a Leo Feist 
number, without permision pay- 
ment of copyright fee, has almost 
been lost sight of in the maze of 
legal argument that has grown out 
of it, the Wisconsin Tavern Keepers’ 
association having seized upon the 
action to make a test case out of it 
and settle once and for ali the argu- 
ments between innkeepers, dance 
hall proprietors and other purvey- 
ors of melody with ASCAP. 

In the light of Judge Duffy’s pre- 
vious decisions (he fined ASCAP 
$35,250 only little over a year ago 
in a Government anti-trust suit) and 
his generally conceded antipathy to 
the society’s methods, the tavern 
men are anticipating a ruling favor- 
able to themselves, and planning 
their next move. 

This move will be an application 
for an injunction to permanently re- 
strain ASCAP from doing business 
in Wisconsin, their chief contention 
being that inasmuch as the society 
has failed to comply with the Wis- 
consin statutes (No. 177) it has no 
right to operate in this state. Under 
this law, ASCAP is required to pay 
25% of its income here into the 
state’s coffers, and this ASCAP re- 
fuses to do, holding the law to be 
unconstitutional. 

Organized musicions are backing 
the tavern keepers in the litigation, 
seeking to force ASCAP to quit do- 
ing business in Wisconsin. 


Peatman, CCNY Instructor, 
Makes Another Offer To 





Compile Plug Credits | 





John G. Peatman, psychology in- 
structor at the City College of New 
York, has resumed his efforts to sell 
the popular music publishing indus- 
try on his system for compiling plug 
credits. Peatman is now including 
in his pitch ‘he argument that his 
system, which publishers generally 
have considered too complex and 
arbitrary, would do away with the 
‘drive’ angle. 

Peatman, who cam: ; .to the busi- 
ness through Broadcast Musie, Inc., 
during the radio-ASCAP fight, would 
use the daily compilations of the Ac- 
curate Reporting Service as the basis 
for his system. Instead of a plug 
being credited as a single unit, Peat- 
man would multiply b; the number 
of stations in the hookup, the popu- 
larity rating of the program involved 
and a few other elements. Under 
this method, he claims, ‘drives’ on 
new tunes would fail in their pri- 
mary purpose, namely, a top spot on 
the weekly ‘most played’ list, since 
the songs with commercial program 
usages would have far the more 
credits. 

Some of the major publishers see 
nothing harmful in the ‘drive’ prac- 
tice so long as these drives are clean 
of payola practices. The ‘drive’, they 
point out, can serve as a vitally im- 
portant economic instrument under 
the Present system of exploitation 
(radio). A publisher can get a quick 
idea, with,a minimum expenditure 
of time and employee services, as 
to whether a new release has a 
chance of tickling the popular fancy. 
If the ‘drive’ fails to stimulate the 
sale of sheet music right away, the 
publisher merely drops that song | 
and goes to work on another. 
| 





Jerome Kern and Jchnny Mercer 
turned in six new tunes, ‘Dancing 
on Air,’ ‘Dearly Beloved,’ ‘I’m Old 
F ashioned,’ ‘You Were Never Love- 
lier, “Wedding in the Spring’ and 
Shorty-George,’ for ‘Carnival in 
Rio’ at Columbia. 








15 Best Sheet Music Sellers 


(Week of April 25) 





Moonlight Cocktail........Jewel 
Somebody Taking Place. Shapiro 
Don't Sit Apple Tree... . Robbins 
Skylark ........ ryan Morris 
Don’t Want Walk....Paramount 
By SN th isccdecéednic .Santly 
Tangerine ,..........Paramount 
Johuny Doughboy.....Crawford 
Always in Heart........Remick 
We'll Meet Again...........Dash 
I Threw Kiss Ocean....,.Berlin 
Breathless ...... OTT TTTTr 
I'll Pray For You.........Harms 
Sleepy Lagoon...,.....Chappell 
Deep Heart Texas.,.Melodylane 


INSISTS ON HIS 
RIGHT TO BE 
BRIBED 


Members of the contactmen’s union 
have been instructed by their presi- 
dent, John O’Connor, to refrain from 
contacting one band leader currently 
stationed in a New York class nitery. 
The action was taken after the 
leader had demanded to know what 
right the union had to stop the pub- 
lishers from paying him for arrange- 
ments. The contactmen were told 
that any business relations with this 
leader would lead to im:nediate loss 
o” membership i the union. 

The leader had asked that he be 
given the right to attend a meeting 
of the union’s executive council. The 
invitation was extended to him by 
wire but he failed to show up at the 
union’s general meeting Monday 
night (27). O’Connor’s announce- 
ment of the stand that the union has 
elected to take toward this bandman 
was loudly cheered by the member- 
ship. ‘Now let this leader get in the 
habit of buying his own music,’ was 
O’Connor’s closing statement on the 
subject. 











Spencer Bentley Obtains 
Change of Venue; Sidney 


Judge Russell of the Supreme 
Court, Columbia county, N. Y., this 
week granted Spencer Bentley, radio- 
film actor, and ASCAP a change of 
venue to New York county in the 
case in which Sidney Smith is suing 


be declared an ASCAP member. 
Change to N. Y. was argued on the 
grounds that books, records and wit- 
nesses were in New York county. 
Smith’s attorney, R. B. Ralls, claimed 
that Smith was needed in Columbia 
county, near Albany, in OCD ac- 
tivity. 

Bentley is claiming that he should 
be.named an ASCAP member be- 
cause entitled to such under terms of 
the will of his aunt, Mrs. Irene 
Smith, widow of Harry B. Smith, a 
pioneer member of ASCAP. 





Glen Grayers Into Penn 


Glen Gray’s Casa Loma orchestra 
begins its first location date in New 
York July 16 at the Pennsylvania 
hotel. Last time it sat down any- 
where in N. Y. was at the Waldorf 
Empire Room several years ago. 
Gray will follow Charlie Spivak, 
who follows current Jimmy Dorsey 
Monday (4). 

On the basis of the Penn contract, 
negotiated by General Amusement 
Corp., the Gray outfit has signed a 
term booking contract with that 
agency. Prior to this the outfit has 
been booked by whatever agency 
brought forth the best proposition. 
F. C. (Cork) O’Keefe manages the 
band. 
































HAVE YOU HEARD? 


~ STRICTLY IN 


ecorded by HARRY JAMES (COL:) 
CHERIO MUSIC PUBLISHERS, INC, 





STRUMENTAL” 








Smith Seeks ASCAP Fees 





Bentley and ASCAP in an effort to | 









MUSIC 43 





The smarter they are—the harder they fall— 
for this brand new swell ballad 


DON’T 
TELL A LIE 
ABOUT ME 


(AND | WON'T TELL THE TRUTH ABOUT YOU) 


By James Cavanaugh, John Redmond and Frank Weldon 





*%  HERE’S YOUR COPY! * 
Stow b. brek ° 
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a- Bout 


you. 
Copyright 1942 by SANTLY-JOY-SELECT, Inc., 1619 Broadway, New York, N. Y. 


you. 


international Copyright Secured All Rights Reserved 





SANTLY JOY SELECT, Inc., 1619 Broadway, New York 


TOMMY VALANDO, Prof. M’g’r 


JACK FAY 
Boston 


MURRAY LAZAR 
Hollywood 


BILL COTY 
Chicago 
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44 VAUDEVILLE 
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Vaude Upbeat Trend Best Indicated 
By Indie Bookers’ Hefty Schedules; 


Sherman, Fisher Both Top Circuits 





That the vaudeville upbeat is no 
momentary flash in the pan is being 
indicated by the healthy status of 
the indie books of the Edward Sher- 
man and Arthur Fisher offices, es- 
pecially for this time of the year. 
It’s in the indie houses, plus the two 
two-a-day ventures of Clifford C. 
Fischer-Shuberts on Broadway, that 


vaude is getting its renewed impetus, 
hence the indie books are the best 
criterion of the possible permanency 
of the trend. 


Usually at this time of the year, 
with summer just around the corner, 
the indie houses begin to draw in 
their horns for the season, either 
dropping stage shows altogether, or 
decidedly trimming their budgets. 
Neither is true this year: in fact, 
some of the bookers appear to be 
getting new additions despite the 
imminenee of hot weather. 


Sherman's office, with 1342 weeks 
of stage playing time on his books, 
is easily the leading booker, circuit 
or indie, in the country. Fisher, with 
eight and a half weeks currently, is 
a comparatively close second, and he 
also has more playing time than any 
single major circuit Office. Both 
Sherman, with the Atlantic City 
Steel Pier, and Fisher, via lesser the 
Million Dollar Pier at the same re- 
sort, will each get an additional 
week of playing time when those 
spots open Decoration Day. 

The Steel Pier is probably the 
most extensive buyer of stage talent 
and bands in the country for its 20- 
week season. It plays as many as 
three name bands a week, plus the 
highest-priced stage personalities. 

The Piers In A. C. 

Million Dollar Pier, operated by 
George Hamid, also uses stage talent 
extensively, but isn’t anywhere near 
as high-budgeted as the Steel Pier, 
a@ much more successful venture 
under Frank Gravatt. 

Fisher, via the two Brandt houses 
in N.Y., the Flatbush, Brooklyn, full- 
weeker, and Windsor, Bronx, three- 
day stand, has an additional week 
and a half in season. Both these 
houses recently switched to stock 
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legit for the summer, a regular sea- 
sonal policy. 
Playing time of the two leading 
indies is as follows: 
EDWARD SHERMAN OFFICE 
Hippodrome, Baltimore (full 
week). 
Carmen, 
week). 
Adams, Newark (full week). 
Fay’s, Philadelphia (full week). 
Palace theatres, Akron & 
Youngstown (split). 
Lyric, Indianapolis (full week, 
opening in June). 
State, Hartford (3 days). 
State, Baltimore (split, playing 
colored shows). 
Majestic, Paterson, N.J. (split). 
Towers, Camden, N.J. (3 days). 
State, Harrisburg, Pa. (split). 
State, Easton, Pa. (3 days). 
20th - Century, Buffalo (full 
week). 
Strand, Syracuse (3 days). 
Royal, Baltimore (full week, 
playing colored shows). 
Howard, Washington (full 
week, playing colored shows). 
National, Richmond (full week, 
playing occasional shows). 
Willow Grove Park, Philadel- 
phia (1 day). 
Broadway, Pitman, N. J. (1 
day). 


Philadeiphia (full 


ARTHUR FISHER 

Capitol, Lynn, Mass. (full 
week). 

Central, Passaic, N.J., (full 
week. 

Plymouth, Worcester, Mass., (3 
days). 

Metropolitan, Providence (3 
days). 

Empire, Fall River; Mass., (3 
days). 

Lyric, Bridgeport, Conn. (3 
days). 

Poli’s, Waterbury, Cona. (3 
days). 

Jamaica, Jamaica, L.I. (split). 
Court Sq., Springfield, Mass. (3 
days). 

Capitol, Pawtucket, R.I. (3 


days). 
Liberty, Elizabeth, N.J. (4 
days). 
Steinway, Astoria, L. I. (3 
days). 


Sunnyside, Woodside, L. I. (2 
days). 

Capitol, South River, N.J. (2 
days). 

Albermarle, Brooklyn (2 days). 

Mayfair, Brooklyn (1 day). 

Marine, Breoklyn (1 day). 

Freeport, Freeport, L. IL (1 
day). 

Lynbrook, Lynbrook, L.I. (1 
day). 

Strand, Haverhill, Mass. (1 
day). 

Other possible important additions 
to the growing vaudeville time might 
be found in Canada, where His 
Majesty’s, Montreal, and the Audi- 
torium, Ottawa, are receptive to 
two-a-day stage shows. Earl Car- 
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roll’s ‘Vanities’ tab last week played 
His Majesty's at $2.50 top and this 
week is current in Ottawa, with both 
dates being played sans pictures for 
seven night performances and five 
matinees weekly. Carroll is playing 
the houses on percentage. 





7 Nabes Hard-Pressed 
Detroit, April 28. 

With defense workers here head- 
ing for the loop area on the week- 
ends, nabes are becoming hard- 
pressed to meet the downtown com- 
petition. With the men working long 
hours in the armament plants, most 
of their families have caught the 
neighborhood bills or the family 
feels the urge, in view of the wages 
being drawn down, of making a big 
night of it where the lights are 
brightest. : 

It may see the odd reversal he 
of the usual setup with the neighbor- 
hood houses playing vaudeville while 
the first-runs continue with their 
policy of double-bills. 

One of the large nabes here, the 
Harper, already has moved experi- 
mentally into the vaudeville policy 
and a price uppage which, it is felt, 
present economic conditions call for. 
The theatre has installed orchestra 
and vaudeville for Friday, Saturday 
and Sunday, with the ante up to 
40c. Biz has improved considerably 
and other large houses in the neigh- 
borhoods are eyeing a similar policy 
of giving the downtown houses, 
which have been sluggish on vaude- 
ville, a run for their money. First- 
runs here have set in stage shows 
infrequently but with them grosses 
have shot up far above the picture 
level. 





Holyoke to Up Capacity 
Holyoke, Mass., April 28. 

Welcome mat has been put out 
for vaude here at the Valley Gar- 
den Arena. It’s now in its eighth 
Sunday of operation and house has 
been readying plans to increase its 
seating capacity. Plays to about 
6,300 presently. 

Valley Garden Arena is a veritable 
vestpocket edition of Madison 
Square Garden. Each night it spon- 
sors a different event. Present sked 
calls for boxing on Monday nights, 
wrestling, Wednesday nights; danc- 
ing, Thursday and Friday nights, 
and vaude, Sundays. From time to 
time roller skating has been on the 
menu. 

Sunday shows are something new 
for the arena, a circular affair with 
two shelves plus a main floor. It’s 
almost a perpetual SRO during the 
day. Shows consist of name bands 
plus seven to eight standard acts 
on each bill. They’re presented on 
the main floor from a large plat- 
form at center rear. On the plat- 
form is the band, which backs up 
the acts. 

For next season a larger platform 
is planned on rollers, House is also 
planning three-day-a-week enter- 
tainment. Due to Sunday Blue laws 
there is no dancing on Sunday. 
Under planned setup there will be 
Friday and Saturday night dancing 
after the last show, from 11-1. 

House operates as a theatre cafe. 
Main floor is crowded with tables. 
Meals and hard stuff are served dur- 
ing the shows. Seating capacity is 
500 at the tables. Charge here is 
55¢ plus 50c cover. For the dough- 
nut shelves, seating 1,600, the fee 
is 55c. 

House gross on a normal Sunday 
is in the vicinity of $8,900. Nut for 
the house is comparatively low. 
There is no rent and costs for light- 
ing, attendants, etc. It’s a cooper- 
ative proposition between the arena 
owners and the promoters of the 
Sunday shows. House has never 
been utilized on Sundays. Under 
present setup, house gets its share 
in the profits of hard stuff and food, 
while promoters get free ride for 
bringing in this patronage to the 
house. 

By arrangement with the local 
unions, there is one stagehand and 
a standby fee for one musician is 
paid. Promoters of the ~Sunday 
vaude presentations are Rocco Mat- 
arese, Hartford stagehand, and 
Emery Lathrop of Holyoke. A. & B. 
Dow book the house. 





Portland, Me., Looks Up 
Portland, Me., April 28. 

After 10 vaudeless years, this town 
started getting the top in stage tal- 
ent some eight weeks back. Those 
long, lean weeks between Abbott 
and Costello pix (they get only 
Universal product) rather than any 
great faith in vaude decided the 
Brothers Zeitz to try top-line shows 
at the Civic, their local 1,400-seater. 
Harry Zeitz, who books for their 
New Bedford theatres as well as the 
local spot, has pencilled in (through 
A. & B. Dow) such bands as Louis 
Armstrong, Raymond Scott, Ina Ray 
Hutton, Ella Fitzgerald and the cur- 





Inside Vaudeville—Nitery 


Mayris Chaney’s (formerly of Chaney and Fox) new dance partner 
with whom she'll open a tour next week, is Julio Alvarez, who has had four 
‘Fiorences’ as part of Florence and Alvarez. First Florence was Florence 
Kolinska, protegee of the Dolly Sisters, in Europe; second, Joan Keena 
daughter of the Hon. John Leo Keena, American Minister to the Union 
of South Africa; third, Merrie Vee Johnston, who formerly danced with 
Jack Holland (of Holland and Hart); and now Miss Chaney. 








Hurricane on Broadway has gone a little overboard on talent budget, 
with Bonnie Baker heading the new floor show, in opposition to Lou 
Walters’ new Latin Quarter nearby. This spot, on the former Gay White 
Way site, is also a new headache for Billy Rose’s Diamond Horseshoe, 
which has had the most lavish nitery revue in the Times Square sector. 
Rose, however, is also readying a new show. Coincidentally, Leon & 
Eddie’s rushed in a more lavish lineup; and ditto the new Boots McKenna 
show atop the Park Central hotel roof is likewise more extensive, all 
primed to meet the new competition. a 





Romo Vincent subbed for Phil Baker in ‘Priorities’ at the 46th St. when 
the latter had to take his ‘Take-It-or-Leave-It’ airshow to Baltimore on 
Sunday (26), and Vincent will probably ditto next Sunday, when the radio 
show emanates from Richmond, Va. As part of the Balto junket, Baker 
did a Monday morning personal at the local Loew's theatre as part of a 
i00th anniversary celebration of the local dept. store. He flew back to 
N. Y. on Monday, just in time to make his matinee, 





A story that appeared in the ‘Variety’ vaudeville section, issue of April 
8, erroneously referred to Gus Van, the former vaudeville star of Van 
and Schenck, as having been injured in an upstate New York auto acci- 
dent. The person thus injured was another performer, Harry Van, but 
even the local hospital entered him as Gus Van. 





Jackie Cooper spent the hours between 1 and 6 a.m. Sunday morning 
rehearsing a new skit at the Strand, New York, with Ann Graham, last 
in Eddié Cantor’s ‘Banjo Eyes,’ and went on with it first show Sunday 
morning. His initial bit proved a dud and both he and house managers 
were going crazy seeking new material until Abe Lastfogel, William Morris 
agency exec, walked backstage Saturday and reminded Cooper of the bit 
he did with Rita Hayworth on a recent tour of Army camps. 

Hurry-up call to the Coast brought the script east via teletype and 
Miss Graham was secured. Only thing remaining of his original skit is 
his drum routine. 





Herbert Jacoby’s aptitude for unearthing good, but not costly, acts, yet 
possessing distinction and eclat, is manifested anew at his Ruban Bleu, 
N. Y. nitery, where Paula Leurence, with her clever lyrics, and the Delta 
Rhythm Boys, colored quintet, give out sock spirituals and pops. The 
limited, drawing-room capacity of this continental-style boite (there’s no 
dancing) makes the modest talent budgeting a must, but the tabu on 
mediocrity is what highlights Jacoby’s acts. Miss Laurence, doubling from 
‘Junior Miss,’ and the Delta quintet, both mark return engagements. Ditto 
Ruby Mercer, dusky soprano, with her neat style of songalogs. The 
boniface doubles as emcee. 





One of the indie bookers in N. Y., booking one particular house that 
plays shows only on percentage, is pulling a gimmick that was familiar 
during the days of the Pantages booking office. Booker is putting to- 
gether his own shows, usually having a ‘front guy’ as owner, and books 
them into the house on the best possible terms. Of course he gets all the 
gravy. 

During the Pantages circuit days, it was a common practice for some of 
the Pantages bookers to own several production acts. That was their 
‘gravy,’ over and above their salaries and other income. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 








CELEBRATING 


ONE SOLID YEAR 





Saranac, N. Y., April 28. 

Michael J. Kennedy, the new Tam- 
many chief, is well known among the 
gang of thé actors’ colony, having | 
spent many vacations here ogling his | 
brother, Dan Kennedy, who recently | 
passed away. 

Dolph Singer, who left here to 
produce two units for the USO, is 
back ozoning at the Hotel St. Regis. 

Bobby Graham, Toronto critic, has 
another setback. 

Stanley Rauch has received his go- 
home papers. He can also return to 
work. 

Robert Herron, who produced 
many amateur shows here and did 
some radio work, off to Camp Gor- 
don for Uncle Sam. 

Since station WBNZ has joined the 
Blue Network biz has upped 50%, 
says Johnny Grims, manager. 

Frank Fay’s salute to Percy Wen- 
rich, singing latter’s ‘Put On Your 
Old Gray Bonnet’ over a national 
hookup, had a greater effect than the 
medicos’ treatments, sez Percy. 


Thomas Brady, who served at the 
old NVA sanatorium for years and 
mastered four stages of that rib oper- 
ation, is now doing a bed routine at 
the state’s Raybrook sanatorium. 

At the last blackout at the Will 


atop RADIO CITY 
Rogers, Ben Schaff fused t t smal 
Out his lights, stating that ne wwas'a({ eld Over indefinitely 


conscientious objector. After a slight ® 
injection from his medico, however, 
his lights went* out. 

John Loudon, who did his bit with 
“White Cargo’ years ago, doing a real 
bit here with the comeback routine. 
— a little shaky, but he is getting 

y. 

Write to those who are ill. 
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SMITH 


And His Orchestra Featuring the 


Tunesmiths 


tre RAINBOW GRILL 


Thanks MR. JOHN ROY 


For the Kindness and Courtesies 
Extended Mc . 


Keep "Em Smiling 











CAPPELLA: PATRICIA 


3d HOLD OVER 
ROYAL PALM, Miami 





rent.Chico Marx outfit. Also the 
units of Count Berni Vici, the revue 
(Joe ‘Karston), ‘Fun For Your 
Money,’ with Ann Corio, and ‘Meet 
The People. On three-to-five day 
runs all made money except ‘Peo- 
ple’ and, curiously enough, Scott’s 
orch. flop can be partly laid to 
town’s ignorance of legit reps. 
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‘Artistes’ Have No Salary Priority 
On Bankrupt Nitery, Chi Ref Rules: 
Decrees ‘Wage-Eearners Come Ist 








Chicago, April 28. 

Revolutionary decision was handed 
down by Referee - in - Bankruptcy 
William L. Sullivan here in the case 
of the defunct northside ‘Theatre 
Cafe, with the referee stating that 
several unpaid performers were not 
‘wage-earners’ and therefore not en- 
titled to any priority claim. 

‘Wage-earners’ (in effect, laborers) 
are distinct from ‘artistes,’ who are 
designated as independent contrac- 
tors. This decision was handed down 
when the American Guild of Variety 
Artists sought uncollected salaries 
for Yvette, Dawn Sisters, Blanche 
Bradley and the Singing Marines, 
Emil and Evelyn, Bill Gary and 
George Jessel. 

Irving queried the referee—why 
then do the performers have to pay 
gocial security taxes if they are in- 
dependent wage-earners? The ref- 
eree did not discuss the point. How- 
ever, Irving did collect $536 in back 
pay for the chorus girls, who were 
adjudged as wage-earners. Referee 
stated that chorus girls work under4 
direction of employer, but that ac- 
tors do not. 

Basing his action on this decision, 
Jack Irving, local AGVA head, has 
instituted a drive to make all niter- 
jes and theatres post a full week’s 
bond for performers’ salaries. 

In two days Irving obtained bonds 
for week’s salary from the Royal 
Cafe, Belleville (Ill); the Faust 
Club, It Club, Talk of Town Club 
and Playhouse, all in Peoria. He 
will also contact all other niteries 
downstate and throughout the Chi- 
cago territory for a week’s bond be- 
fore permitting new clubs to open 
with performers. 


BURLEY EVADES 
K.C. CLIPPING 


Kansas City, April 28. 

Hearing on complaints of obscenity 
and offensive language in the 
performances of burlesque at the 
Folly were held by Police Chief 
Harold’ Anderson in his office 
last week (21). Manager Warren 
B. Irons, of the Folly, appeared to 
answer the complaints. Also present 
were Rev. G. Twyman, director of 
the Social Improvement League; 
Capt. Sam Reed and Lieut. E. K. 
Burgard, of the police, and Landon 
Laird, K. C. Star columnist and re- 
viewer, 








No Job Worries 





Don Casanova, mc. at the 
Havana-Madrid, New York, nit- 
ery, inducted by army. 

Nitery has his signature on 
contract which calls for his re- 
appearance 12 hours after the 
war's end. 


DERBYTOWN IN 
BIG NITERY 
SPLURGE 


Louisville, April 28. 

Derbytown’s night spots are mak- 
ing their annual splurge, with bands 
and floors shows sprouting where 
formerly jukeboxes were the more 
recent music purveyors. Most of the 
local dine and dance joints loosen 
the bankroll for talent and name 








‘| bands for a couple weeks around 


Derby time (May 2), and many im- 
port bands and floor shows for the 
Derby weekend only. Hotels, as 
usual will strut name bands and 
floor shows. 

Brown hotel has booked a number 
of big parties for the Crystal Ball- 
room, with Bernie Cummins’ band 
and floor show, and Bluegrass Room, 
with Woody Wilson's band and show. 
Post and Paddock Club was opened 
last night (Monday) with Howard 
LeRoy orchestra with Marguerite 
Claudet. Derby show opens Thurs- 
day (30) with Cross and Dunn, Max- 
ine Turner, and Ricardo and Norma. 
Spot is operated by J. L. Lurding, 
who owns and operates a string of 
restaurants in town. 

Flamingo Club reports heavy res- 
ervations for Derby Eve and Derby 
night, and has booked Paul Neilsen 
orchestra with Nola Zane and floor 
show. Holding forth at the Silver 
Slipper is Gene Edwards’ band with 
a four-act floor show. Iroquois Gar- 
dens, within a mile of Churchill 
Downs, started Saturday (25) with 
Bill Munday orchestra, Janet Lee, 
vocalist, and Sammy Walsh, m. c. At 
the Gypsy Village, Carl ‘Deacon’ 
Moore has been set for three nights, 
May 1, 2 and 3. Cliff Winehill, come- 
dian and m. c. popular locally from 
previous appearance, opened at the 





Called first, Irons stated that Folly| Club Rialto, supported by Bea Gard- 
burlesque does not have any more) Mer girls and floor shows. Ray Luby’s 


nudity or rough language than some 


|orch, local combo, giving out tunes 


of the travelling road companies| for dancing and backgrounding the 


which play in the Music Hall. 
cited ‘Tobacco Road’ and ‘Hellzapop- 
pin’ as examples, claiming the last 
was only exaggerated burlesque. 
He also stated that taxes from his 
theatre amounted to about $2,000 for 
the government and $400 for the 
State of Missouri every month. 

Chiet Anderson also heard the 
testimony of Burgard, who had at- 
tended the previous night’s per- 
formance at the Folly featuring the 
strip act of Margie Hart, home-town 
girl making her first appearance 
here. After hearing varied testi- 
mony Anderson said he could make 
no move unless some particular 
charge was made by a citizen. 

Dr. Hayes A. Richardson, director 
of welfare, also said he could do 
nothing unless a particular charge 
was* made. 
to view a Folly performance and 
offer suggestions: for censorship, 
Richardson refused and said he 
would not do so unless instructed 
by ordinance. 

At the conclusion Anderson said 
he would consider suggesting to 
Mayor John Gage that an ordinance 

enacted giving the welfare de- 
partment jurisdiction over all thea- 
tres with necessary powers of cen- 
sorship. Columnist Laird added that 
f the proposed censorship by the 
Welfare board developed there 
would be a possibility of a lot more 
dark theatres in town. 

Folly theatre was opened here 

nristmas day after town had been 
without burley nearly nine years. 
Firm of Irons & Clamage, a 40-year 
theatrical partnership, operates the 
Folly as most western spot of their 


wheel, which centers around Ohio 
towns, 


When invited by Irons| 


He| floor show. 


All hotels and night clubs report 
brisk Derby reservations, and indi- 
cations are that the war situation 
will not hurt Derby biz, either at 
the mutuels or in the nocturnal spots. 
Current 19-day race meet and 68th 
running of the Derby may be the last 
for the duration of the war. 


SALLY RAND TO FIGHT 
LEVEY COMMISH SUIT 


Seattle, April 28. 

Sally Rand has served notice on 
the Bert Levey booking offices here 
that she will fight Levey’s suit 
against her, which alleges she Owes 
| $854.16 commission for bookings in 
Seattle (Show Box nitery), Spokane 
and Yakima. 

Miss Rand has hired Smith, Mat- 
thews & Wilkerson as her attorneys. 
Levey’s lawyer is Bernard Reiter, 
son of the late Carl Reiter, veteran 
Orpheum manager here for many 
years. 











Ted Lewis Booked 


Seattle, April 28. 

Ted Lewis has been booked 
through William Morris offices, N.Y., 
for Music Hall, Mike Lyons’ night 
spot, opening for 17 days May 7. Bert 
Levey offices handling locally. 

Following Lewis will be the A. B. 
Marcus show for three weeks. 





By Seattle Nite Club 


Olympia Circus, 2256 


Chicago, April 28. 

The Olympia Circus, ending a 17- 
day engagement May 3 at the Chi- 
cago Stadium, is heading for a smash 
$225,000. Show is playing twice a 
day at $2.20 top. 

Circus moves to Detroit May 8 for 
nine days. 


LE VERNE WINS 
AAA DECISION 


Members of the American Arbitra- 
tion Assn. handed down a moment- 
ous decision in favor of an actor 
Saturday (25), when they ruled that 
Le Verne, a featured skater in ‘It 
Happens on Ice,’ recently closed at 
the Center, N. Y., was dismissed by 
producer Arthur M. Wirtz last Sep- 
tember because of union activities. 
The American Guild of Variety 
Artists, through counsel Jonas T. 
Silverstone, brought the action in 
behalf of the skater. The decision 
grants her a lump sum of $3,925 in 
back salary. 


The four grand is evidently a com- 
promise figure, as her salary in the 
show was $250 weekly and pay from 
dismissal date till the show’s closing 
would have been well over $6,000. 


Le Verne (that’s how she bills her- 
helf) claims Wirtz dismissed her 
after she had called on AGVA re- 
questing information whether she 
rated extra pay for being required 
to work on Labor Day. In her com- 
plaint, she charged that Wirtz fired 
her after he got word that she had 
called on AGVA. Wirtz strongly 
denied that, »ut the arbiters held 
with Le Verne. 

Silverstone cited the Wagner Act, 
which prohibits the dismissal of em- 
ployees because of union activities. 
It’s rarely that law has been involved 
in a dispute between producers and 
performers. 


Stripper Ban Folds 
Fay’s, Philly; Other 
Spots Socked Hard 


Philadelphia, April 28. 
Fay’s theatre, West Philly vaud- 
filmer, last week became the first 
casualty of the war waged by the 
city fathers against strippers. The 
house, owned by Sam Stiefel and 
Edward Sherman, closed Wednes- 














weeks sans peelers. Biz dropped off 
at an alarming rate and the opera- 
tors decided to ‘close for the sum- 
mer,’ In other years summer 
closing didn’t come 
May. 


with a policy consisting of a variety 
show featuring two or more strip- 
pers, plus a Class B picture. 

Other theatres and niteries, which 
| had been forced to drop strippers 
| from their bills, are suffering form 
j}anemia at the b.o. But the city ad- 
ministration, which had been ex- 
pected to loosen up when the heat 
from the church crowd was off, 
shows no sign of relenting in its 
‘no-nudity’ stand. 








| Cashless 1-Day Marriage 
Cashed In By Entertainer 


Detroit, April 28. 

| One-day marriage between night 
| club entertainers here failed to jell, 
| according to the plaint of Mrs. Mary 
| Florence Greene, who was granted 
}a divorce by Circuit Judge George 
|B. Murphy. She testified that Sid- 





ney A. Greene, Chicago night club | 


|emcee, met her while both were 
playing an engagement here and in- 
duced her to marry him under false 
pretenses. 

‘He said he was well off and was 
able to support a wife,’ she declared, 
‘but he wasn’t up into that kind of 
money.’ She said they eloped to 
Bowling Green, O., but separated 
the next day when she questioned 
him and found his statements about 
his financial state being false. 





Mobile, Ala., Vaude 
Mobile, Ala., April 28. 
The Lyric theatre, dark, for over 


Bickert, formerly of Mobile and 
New Orleans, and will open June 
1 with vaudfilm policy. 








until late in j; 








4A’s Circuitously Gains Access 
To AGVA Funds Despite Griffin's 
Refusal to Surrender Bank Acct. 





False Security 





A man-and-wife adagio act, 
utilizing a third male thrower, 
has lost a half-dozen such as- 
sistants to the army draft in the 
past year, Recently, as a mat- 
ter of insurance, they hired an 
effeminate catcher, feeling cer- 
tain that the army wouldn’t 
want a guy like that. 

They were right, but they 
didn’t reckon on the skylark 
quitting anyway when the draft 
board doctor told him that he 
had a weak heart and shouldn't 
do strenuous exercise. 


SEEK PRIORITY 
ON GAS FOR 
ACTORS 


Philadelphia, April 28. 

Richard Mayo, executive secretary 
of the Philly unit of the American 
Guild of Variety Artists, Mon- 
day (27), announced he would seek 
a special priority for actors under 
the forthcoming rationing of gaso- 
line. A number of other AGVA 
locals are contemplating similar ac- 
tion. 


Mayo asserted that restricting 
traveling actors to five or 10 gallons 
of gas per week would be tanta- 
mount to taking away their liveli- 
hood. In addition, he pointed out, 
such restriction would force many 
entertainers to halt all ‘patriotic ac- 
tivities’—such as playing at benefits 
or entertaining soldiers or sailors at 
camps and navy yards, 


‘If actors can only get enough gas 
to barely fill their regular needs in 
filling engagements, they can 
scarcely be expected to play at mili- 
tary encampments or hospitals, etc., 
when it means traveling on their 
skimpy allowance of gas,’ said Mayu. 

The AGVA official pointed out 
that many actors play at roadhouses 
which are at spots where public 
transportation service (buses, trains) 











|day (22) afted trying to run for two | is very bad, especially in the early 


hours of the morning when acts 
finish their chores. The actors should 
be classifiedsin the. same category as 
salesmen who must travel to peddle 
their wares, Mayo said. 


Mayo offered the facilities of the 


Fay’s had been doing a landoffice union to act as a clearing house for 
business before the ‘reform drive,’ | the listing of cars owned by actors. 


A system whereby one car could be 


| used to transport all acts to a given 


date could be instituted, he said. 

Meanwhile, the local unit of 
AGVA was set to meet tonight 
(Tuesday) to nominate officers for 
the coming elections. A new presi- 
dent must be chosen to succeed Joe 
Campo who was inducted into the 
Army two weeks ago. 

Mayo announced that all but a few 
of the local bookers had signed 
franchises with AGVA, marking a 
successful conclusion to a long-stand- 
ing campaign for a ‘closed shop’ 
among the percenters, 


VINCE SILK QUITS AGVA 





JOB FOR GOV'T SERVICE 





San Francisco, April 28. 

Vince Silk, executive secretary of 
the San Francisco local of the Amer- 
ican Guild of Variety Artists, re- 
signed to enter Government service, 
and Curtis J. Hyans was skedded to 
arrive from the Los Angeles local to 
take his place. 

The local also recently lost its two 
business agents, Don Gilbert and 
Max West. Their jobs have not yet 
been filled. 


Ates’ New Partner 
Fort Worth, April 28. 
Replacing Lillian Gilbert, Dub 
Taylor, who xylophoned in the pic- 
ture, ‘You Can’t Take It With You,’ 





10 years has been leased by Bert [has joined the act of Roscoe Ates, the 


stuttering comedian of stage and 
screen, who has opened an indefinite 
engagement at the Clover Club, 


7 











Gerald Griffin, despite his in- 
sistence that he would not surrender 
his post after being dismissed from 
the executive secretaryship of the 
American Guild of Variety Artists, 
has been maneuvered out of AGVA. 


‘| Griffin was also boxed out of 


AGVA’s bank account, which he re- 
fused to ‘surrender’ to the Asscciated 
Actors and Artistes of America, the 
parent body that dismissed Griffin. 
The Four A’s last week got the coin 
by using two other accredited AGVA 
signatories of checks, Henry Dunn, 
national treasurer, and Billy Giason, 
once treasurer of the N. Y. local. 
Another possible signatory of AGVA 
checks is John F. Donoghue, paid 
controller of AGVA, but he declined 
to put his name on the draft switch- 
ing AGVA’s funds to a special ac- 
count in the name of the Four A’s. 
Donoghue said he didn’t want to be 
put in the position of taking sides in 
the ‘dispute’ between Griffin and the 
Four A’s. 

AGVA's treasury, now being ad- 
ministered by the Four A’s, totals 
around $10,000. New signatories of 
checks, with both monickers re- 
quired, are Ruth Richmond, treas- 
urer of the Four A’s, and Thomas J. 
Phillips, head of the Burlesque 
Artists Assn., also a Four A’s af- 
filiate, who replaced Griffin as ex- 
ecutive secretary of AGVA. 

Griffin’s Next Move Unknown 

What Griffin’s next move, if any, 
is not known, although it has been 
intimated by his counsel and 
brother-in-law, William J. Rapp, that 
the case may go to the courts. Rapp, 
who was also attorney for the dis- 
enfranchised American Federation of 
Actors, forerunner of AGVA, has 
castigated the Four A’s for its ‘dic- 
tatorship’ methods and accuses the 
parent body of stepping outside of 
its jurisdiction in discharging an 
employe of AGVA without the lat- 
ter’s board first acting. Four A’s has 
superseded AGVA’s national officers 
and board. 

Meanwhile, Griffin is allegedly 
still carrying his fight as far as pos- 
sible to AGVA’s locals and member- 
ship. He is attempting, to quote one 
official, ‘to foment an insurrection 
by them against the Four A’s, with 
the idea in mind that the variety 
performers should apply to the 
American Federation of Labor for 
a separate charter. It’s not expected 
that he’ll get very far with this type 
of crusade.’ 

It has been ordered that Griffin be 
kept out of AGVA'’s offices, except 
as an ordinary member. Thus far 
he has refused to surrender his 
keys: to- the- office, and the Four -A’s 
intimates that the locks on the 
AGVA suite may have to be changed 
to keep Griffin out after hours. 


CAFES BEMOAN 
NO DST IN PA. 





Pittsburgh, April 28. 

Night club owners here and all 
over the state have plenty to moan 
about this summer, couple of million 
dollars worth at least. Reason is 
failure of Pennsylvania communities 
to add regular five-month daylight 
savings time to the currently-estab- 
lished war time, That means an hour 
less in which to sell booze on Satur- 
day nights during the warm weather, 
a 60-minute period cafe operators 
always used to welcome with oven 
arms. 

In past, on daylight savings time, 
niteries were permitted in this state 
to operate on standard time, which 
meant that from end of April to end 
of September they could peddle 
drinks until 1 a.m. on Saturdays in- 
stead of shutting the bars at the mid- 
night curfew. In plenty of cases, 
this one hour meant the difference 
between profit and loss during the 
warm weather. 

Present war time is considered 
standard in Pennsylvania, however, 
and recent appeals that bars be per- 
mitted to run on standard met with 
a firm refusal from the Pennsylvania 
State Liquor Control Board. Cafes 
were hopeful that Pittsburgh, and 
perhaps other key cities, would go 
on daylight savings just the same 
but no such action was taken and 
won't be. 
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LATIN QUARTER, N. Y. 


Lou Walters presents ‘Folies de 
Femmes,’ produced by Walters and 
Wally Wanger; choreography, Mrs. 
Komarova; costumes, Mme. Berthe 

Cast: Barbara_Perry, Jade Ling: 
Winter Sisters (3), Frank Mazzone & 
Abbott Dancers (5), Trixie, Emil 
Boreo, Lela Moore, Martel Trio & 
Mignon, Bob Fuller & Jane Wood 
with Varsity Sextet, Wally Wanger 
Girls (12), Alex Pierce Orch, Ralph 
Rotger’s Rhumba Band; $2 and $3 
minimums. 








Lou Walters, the Boston and Mi- 
ami nitery entrepeneur, looks as 
though he may have established a 
third Latin Quarter click—this time 
on Broadway, where a first class, 
mass-capacity nocturnal spot has 
long been absent. Plus a slighily 
new decor for what was last George 
White’s Gay White Way, Walters 
has recruited a flock of flash acts 
into a good, fast-paced entertain- 
ment. 

All Walters has to worry about 
now is the supper biz, usually a 
major hurdle for the big Broadway 
joints. Should he be able to get 
that trade (the most profitable, be- 
cause it’s the drinking mob), the 
Latin Quarter should be in the big 
money, probably out-grossing the 
similarly named spots in Boston and 
Miami. In the latter city, Walters 
has Harry Heller for a partner; in 
N. Y. it’s E. M. Loew, the New Eng- 
land indie theatre chain owner. 


Walters, by splitting his show into 
two 45-minute portions with a 15- 
minute intermission in between, 
hopes thus to be able to carry over 
his dinner crowd into the supper 
hour, or else keep a sufficient amount 
of people in the spot to make it 
more inviting to latecomers. His 
schedule of dinner prices, running 
from $1.50 up to $4.50 for full-course 
meals, should be an inducement for 
the eating trade, the show and danc- 
ing being added values of no small 
account. For the non-eating cus- 
tomers, there’s a $2 minimum week- 
days and $3 on Saturday night, also 
a moderate tap for this type of setup. 
The charges closely approximate 
those at Billy Rose’s nearby Diamond 
Horseshow, which Walters considers 
his major opposition. 

Takeover of the Gay White Way, 
its renovation, costuming and pro- 
duction for the initial show, new 
dishes and kitchen equipment, liquor, 
food, etc., cost Walters and Loew a 
total of $60,000. That’s a compara- 
tively small investment in a spot that 
normally seats 650 (around 750 can 
be crowded in) and which can turn 
in grosses of over $25,000 weekly if 
clicking. George White spent well 
over $80,000 in switching the place 
from the Cotton Club to the Gay 
White Way and lost all of that, plus 
leaving around $25,000 in debts on 
his short-lived operation. 


Major remake by Walters was done 
on the stage, the band section being 
placed back on floor level, with the 
upper portion now an alternative 
stage. This facilitates scene-shifting 
and act-spotting and permits unin- 
terrupted entertainment between the 
upper and lower stages. Thus there 
are no “waits,” a chronic fault in 
niteries having production shows. 

Walters also put a pink silk cov- 
ering over the ceiling, had. some 
Frenchy pictures painted on the rear 
wall, covered the side lamps with 
ostrich feathers—and there's 
Latin Quarter. 

Show itself is all flash and speed, 
and the producer wisely eschewed 
talking acts in a room notoriously 
unsuitable for such turns. Produc- 
tion runs exactly as scheduled on a 
program, which gives the customers 
the idea of a very elaborate show 
indeed. Actually, it’s a moderately- 
priced entertainment, the only ‘high’ 
salaries being those of Emil Boreo 
and the Frank Mazzone Co. of Apache 
dancers. That’s another departure 
for a Broadway nitery—no_ high- 
salaried names, yet the possibility of 
big boxoffice draw by the produc- 
tion as a whole. 

The Mazzone company, one man 
and four girls, was at Walters’ 
Miami spot this past winter. They 
clicked there and wham here with 
their rousing knockabout and rough- 
house routine. They and the Mariel 
Trio and Mignon adagioists are the 
only semblances of production acts 
in the show, others all being special- 
ists and confounding the ‘experts’ 
who have always held that dumb 
acts shouldn’t follow one another. 
Thus Trixie, the juggler, gets over 
strongly, despite the fact that she 
comes on the heels of the Winter 
Sisters, three good acrobats. Both 
turns are in the first half, which also 
includes Boreo’s novelty singing, 
which got over well at this catching, 
and Gloria Gilbert, who scores, per 
usual, while closing the first half. 
Barbara Perry, a_ nice-looking 
blonde, does the vocals in this por- 
tion, also throwing in a nice tap rou- 
tine to a classical tune ahead of Miss 
Gilbert. 

Weakest part is the opener of the 
second half. It’s tagged ‘History Is 
Made at Night,’ an undressing scene 
utilizing Miss Perry for a vocal and 
the chorines stripping to negligee. It 
wins up in a veritable whisper. Lela 


his | 


Moore’s half-man, half-woman love- 
making act follows. This is one of 
those novelties that sometimes goes 
over and sometimes doesn’t, depend- 
ing on the audience, and this is one 
of the times it almost missed. She 
works on the upper stage and it’s 
possible she is stretching her routine 
too far. Martel Trio and Mignon, 
making some startling throws and 
catches on a comparatively small 
floor, were an exceptional applause 
sock at this catching, with Bob Ful- 
ler’s male sextet, plus vocal assist 
from Jane Wood, getting over just 
as big with their harmonizing of ‘Old 
Man River,’ a college medley and 
‘God’s Country.’ Latter is a direct 
cue for the show’s big patriotic 
finale, with the line of girls as a 
drum corps and one of the chorines, 
Lana Holmes, as majorette. It’s a 
Cohanesque bit, segueing into the 
National Anthem. 

Alex Pierce’s band does a fine job 
playing the show, an arduous one. 
It’s on the bandstand for two hours, 
working constantly. Ralph Rotger’s 
orch, utilizing mostly Latin-Ameri- 
can tunes, does most of the playing 
for the dancing—all capably. 

Mme. Komarova did a nice job 
routing the girls, and Walters and 
Wally Wanger rate a bow for the ex- 
ceptionally smooth-running show. 
They’ve made an auspicious — 

cho. 


OLYMPIA, MIAMI 


Miami, April 25. 
Alyse Cerf, Red Thornton, Benny 
Ross & Maxine Stone, Martin Bros. 
Allan Jones, Harry Reser House 
Orch; ‘Kid Glove Killer’ (M-G). 








With the exception of Allan Jones, 
current lineup makes a good case for 
what happened to vaude. And 
coupled with Van Heflin’s cinematic 
discourse of how to manipulate a 
microscope and take a dry shampoo, 
obvious inference is that b.o. hue 
this weekend will be found deep in 
the heart of a pot of pink ink. 

Jones really has to punch his way 
out- for, coming as he does in the 
nightcap, first chore is to revive the 
customers. Job in this instance 
could be better done with a gross of 
cold towels and individual applica- 
tions. Once established, though, he 
gets them off their hands in a hurry, 
and proceeds to score solidly. 
Singer, if a oy - shows to better 
advantage in the flesh, and delivery 
and choice of tunes, rate plenty 
kudos, It’s just unfortunate he got 
tabbed with such a negative sup- 
porting lineup. 

Alyse Cerf and Red Thornton are 
nitery recruits, currently doubling at 
Kitty Davis’s. Thornton is a stand- 
ard trick cartoonist, pitch being to 
offer fin to anyone in audience who 
can draw a line he can’t utilize for 
sketch. Works fast, and turns out 
some clever paper work, but busi- 
ness of stamping foot and screaming 
woo woo is killing. His quota of 
corn should be frozen under a 
priority listing. Miss Cerf is also 
given to emitting yelps before 
launching into acrobatic flip flops. 
Apparently a former circus acro, her 
piece de resistance is a wingover 
marathon, 

Comic duo of Benny Ross and 
Maxine Stone has possibilities, but 
not with material they’re now ped- 
dling. It’s dated and needs cleaning 
up for family house. 

Two puppeteers, the Martin 
Brothers, are satisfactory, but fail to 
uncork any particular novel twists in 
putting their tiny charges through 
their paces. Payoff is psuedo south- 
ern accent dubbed by one of the 


brothers for a sepia character. It’s 
straight from Brooklyn on _ the 
Swanee. Leslie. 


Chez Maurice, Mont’! 


Montreal, April 28. 
Dixie Dunbar, Lester Cole & his 
Debs (6). Knight Sisters (2), Robert 


Neller, Line (12), Harry Gelfand 
Orch (12) with Sonny Raye; no 
cover. 





Following several months during 
which the one-time ace cabaret of 
| Montreal, and its oldest, fell from 
its high estate, Chez Maurice has 
come under new proprietorship, had 
its face lifted and is back there with 
the best this city has to offer. The 
show that opened the new regime 
Friday (24) is not ambitious but is 
adequate to a dignified tradition of 
good food, fine wines and the big- 
gest dancing floor of any cabaret in 
Montreal. Wilfred Proulx, local the- 
atrical man, is manager. 

Dixie Dunbar has the billing, and 
as rhythm tap dancer struts an at- 
tractive act. She has a petite ap- 
peal that went over big. She had 
her troubles at this showing due to 
an over-polished floor but that will 
cure itself later. 

Lester Cole emcees with success. 
He has a dignified presence and a 
good baritone. His six debs live up 
to the name with a pleasant air of 
breeding and a geod share of looks. 
One of them, a contralto, has a deep 
richness of tone that stands her out 
from most acts of this genre. They 





went patriotic at this viewing with 


only mediocre results but Cole is too 
experienced a trouper not to know 
how to handle that angle. 

The Knight Sisters put over an 
adagio plus acrobatics that was 
clever and fast. They got a brace 
of calls and had to beg off at the 
|finish. The Robert Neller ventrilo- 
|quist act suffered from inadequate 
| mike acoustics at first hearing but 
| should be greatly improved ter. 
| Even so, the act was well received 
|and the sneezing, yodelling and pat- 
| ter effects were clever and garnered 
| plenty applause, 





House Line has okay costuming,-. 


are easy on the es and their cap- 
| tain, Lilian Strachan, shows some 
|nifty routines. Opening with 18th 
century rinuet in hoop skirts, they 
strip to briefies and go into a swing 
| session that wowed the fans. Simi- 
larly, closing routine is ‘Blue Dan- 
ube,” using latest rhumba, conga and 
swing variations. Harry Gelfand 
orch adequately supports the acts 
and vocalist Sonny Raye is both a 
looker and a voice. 

Business good (400 seats out of 
the 450) when caught. Lane. 


HI-HAT, CHI 


Chicago, April 22. 

Blaine & Elaine, Mary Ann Russell, 
Betty Hill, Patsy Mack, Joe & Joey 
Mack, Mary Alcott, Louis Laconos, 
Elaine Francis, Wanda LeBlanc, Vera 
Allen, Joan Jordon, Red Pepper, 
Carlos Vesta, Winnie Hoveler Dar- 
lings (6), Eddie Fenz Orch (7), Bea 
Vera Rhumba Orch (3); no cover, no 
minimum, 














Operating under a new policy, Hi 
Hat now presents 40-minute show 
with 20-minute dance session every 
hour. Idea also includes two com- 
plete shows alternating throughout 
evening. Place has plans for a new 
show every hour. 

Piloting floor show are Red Pep- 
per and Carlos Vesta. Pepper, a 
rotund m.c., works smoothly with 
the acts and holds a nice spot with 
a trumpet bit. Vesta is a neat worker 
but lacks authority. He capitalizes 
mostly on his voice. Sharing vocal 
honors are Mary Ann Russell, for 
sweet swing; Mary Alcott, ballads; 
Wanda LeBlanc, soubret, and Joan 
Jordon, blues. All the gals are look- 
ers and warble nicely. Miss Le- 
Blanc adds a tap routine. 

Blaine and Elaine, ballroom pair 
new around these parts, show neat 
stepping. Their routines are new, 
and costuming is excellent. Duo has 
imagination, smooth delivery and 
plenty of charm. Patsy Mack, Vera 
Allen and Louise Laconos, acro 
dancers, work as singles throughout 
show. Mack does acro ballet work, 
Miss Allen is a ballroom stylist, and 
Miss Laconos handles a_ novelty 
dance, built around Latin American 
dances. They’re all smooth and give 
good accounts of themselves. Betty 
Hill, a rhythm tapper, has a clever 
routine of old and new steps. Elaine 
Francis, exotic dancer, holds her part 
of bill nicely. She has poise and 
good wardrobe. Gang liked her 
work. 

Winnie Hoveler line is fast build- 
ing a top name in these parts. Gals 
have good routines, their appear- 
ances, limited to opening and clos- 
ing each show, being short and 
punchy. Femmes are all good look- 
ing and are only holdovers at club. 
They’ve been here for some time. 

Eddie Fenz orchestra, for show and 
dancing, is okay. Fenz, at piano, is 
a good pacer and adds much to keep- 
ing show moving. Bea Vera orch 
plays for fill-ins. Loop. 


THE TURF, MPLS. 


Minneapolis, April 18. 
Turf Orch (8), Rube Rasmussen, 
Je Bergman, Henderson Trio, 
Glyde Snyder Girls (6); minimum, 
$1 Saturdays. 











This layout, a ulyde Snyder pro- 
duction, represents one of the few 
Twin City attempts at flash. For 
these parts it’s elaborate because it 
has a line of girls and affords a con- 
siderable amount of passable enter- 
tainment. The spot, just beyond 
the city limits, makes a play for the 
masses, 

Three rhythms, a similar number 
of saxes and two brass comprise a 
first-rate orchestra which fills the 
bill nicely for hoofers and comes 
through well for the show, too. Rube 
Rasmussen handles the emcee chores 
in tip-top style and also displays a 
neat voice and singing style. 

Jerry Bergman, a Czech magician, 
specializes in sleight-of-hand. His 
repertory also includes the old Hindu 
rope trick. Along more original lines 
are the bringing forth of numerous 
ping pong balls from his mouth and 
the covering of his fingers with 
thimbles. The act is better adapted 
for a theatre than a night club. 

The Henderson trio are two girls 
and their dad whose juggling is 
along conventional lines for the most 
part. The man does some difficult 
feats with a small ‘cannon ball’ and 
joins the girls in hurling Indian 
clubs and manipulating hoops. 

The most pretentious of two en- 
semble numbers is a well-done In- 
dian fantasy. Each of the six good- 
looking girls does an individual 
specialty during the performance: 
Ardelle Bradley offers a soft shoe 
and acrobatic routine, taps are the 
forte of Helen Walton. Gladys Evans 








goes in for boogie woogie stuff 
ona Ruth Reynolds performs on her 


s. 
A well-filled room at the late show 
caught, and the management reports 
business excellent, Rees. 


HURRICANE, N. Y. 


Bonnie Baker, Capt. Mazx’s Circus, 
Barbara Delmore, 3 Guesses, The 
Conrads, Alan Gale, Line (12), Dave 
Dennis and Bobby Quinton Orchs; 
$2 and $2.50 minimum. 











Hurricane is trying a production in 
two parts and -+omes up with a 
pathetically weak effort. Only item 
to recommend this show is Bonnie 
Baker, now on her own after a long 
tenure with Orrin Tu ker’s band. 
She evidences click possibilities as 
a single. : 

A cute and tiny looker, Miss Baker 
knows how to handle a song and 
how to sell herself, with a switch to 
more sophisticated dress probably 
greatly enhancing her impression. 
Right ‘now she’s still wearing the 
short, ruffly dresses to match her 
youthful voice, but the excellent, 
assured way in which sh2 handles 
such tunes as ‘I’m in Love,’ ‘Latin in 
the House, ‘Lucky Fellow, Mr. 
Smith,’ ‘April Showers,’ etc., dis- 
count the necessity for such girlish 
accoutrements, 

Coming in the second half, fol- 
lowing a steady procession of medi- 
ocrity and pooriy-paced production, 
Miss Baker was a solid wham and 
the audience wouldn’t let her get 
away. She did around nine songs, 
finally being fo ced to do ‘Oh 
Johnny,’ the number that catapulted 
both her and Tucker’s orch to the 
top-name ranks. 

east said about the rest of the 
show is probably best for everybody, 
though the Three Guesses, two boys 
and a girl, look like they have the 
essence of a good mimicry act if cut- 
ting some four or five minutes. Girl 
is a looker and the boys are cap- 
able. They need better routining. 
Alan Gale, the Hurricane’s holdover 
comic, also has ability, but his ma- 
terial is not of the best. He gets too 
ont at times and his copping of 
Willie Howard’s soapbox bit is way 
out of line. 

Other acts are only fair at best, 
with Capt. Max’s Circus so palpably 
amateurish it was cancelled after the 
first show Wednesday night (15). 
The dancing Conrads do two rou- 
tines, one a ‘tragic’ beachcomber 
scene and later the ‘Beguine’ in 
rhumba costumes, topped off by a 
slow-motion baseball bit. Barbara 
Delmore is on early with a combina- 
tion fan and acrobatic dance that’s 
more flashy than talented. Her ma- 
jor trick is a long walk on her 
hands, 

Trudy McGee, producer, put much 
stress on dark lighting—which is 
probably just as well, as the poorly- 
trained and costumed chorus is then 
quite indistinct. 

Dave Dennis’ : and didn’t play the 
show too well opening night, there 
being several lapses in the music. 
This combo alternates with Bobby 
Quinton’s orch for the dancing. 

Hurricane had better step up its 
production and talent quality, if it’s 
to meet the competition from the 
newly-opened, nearby Latin Quar- 
ter. Scho. 


EL PATIO, MEX CITY 


Mexico City, April 20. 
Ray Montoya Orch (12), Arturo 
Nunez Orch (12), Ramon & Renita, 
Fu Manchu, Bill Gary, Pena & Sus 
Gitanas (3), Rudy Cardenas, Chela 
Campos & Mario Gil, Tariacuri Trio; 
supper, $6 (Mex) ($1.35 U. S.). 


Two smash acts feature this show, 
Ramon and Renita, ballroom dancers 
known in America, and Fu Manchu, 
illusionist, long standard in Latin 
America. Show, twice nightly, is 
generally excellent. Vicente Mi- 
randa, proprietor of El Patio, has 
introduced and popularized class 
American-style entertainment of 
this kind in Mexico. El Patio is a 
must for Mexicans who make the 
amusement rounds as well as with 
others. The spot has been enjoying 
good to excellent trade for a long 
time, 

Ramon and Renita (Mr. and Mrs. 
Ramon Reachi) do smart ballroom 
dancing. Renita is nifty to look at 
in a simple, all-white costume that 
is striking with her delicate blonde 
coloring. Ramon is doubling here 
from his local booking agency. 

Fu Manchu is socko with a tab 
version of the magic act that has 
taken him all over Latin America 
for the past several years. He is a 
first-class showman, working in 
Spanish, introducing in his patter 
English words and phrases that have 
been adopted in Spanish America 
since the war began, and doing a 
swift, neat routine. He is recently 
back from South America with his 
wife, Eva Beltri, veteran Mexican 
dancer. She is not in his act at the 








El Patio, though she worked with vt 


him on the road. 

Folk and pop Mexican songs are 
the forte of the Tariacuri Trio, hus- 
kies in national costume, warbling 
to the accompaniment of their own 
guitars. The customers like them. 
Off and on, they have played El Patio 
for several years. 

Rudy Cardenas, 15, Mexican, {fs 
making his pro debut at this spot. 
He's an excellent juggler, doing an 
effortless routine of balls, Indian 


clubs and high hats. He has al 
—— for his act. Reception 


good. 

Bill Gary of Chicago got in solidly 
with the customers from the start, 
He does a fast, smooth tap with bal- 
let touches. Pena and Sus Gitanas 
are a popular dance act. They're 
Spanish, two girls and a man. They 
don’t do so well in their opening 
number, which is indifferently cos- 
tumed, but they come back strongly 
with more verve, particularly the 
girls with their lavish displays of 
white petticoat. Chela Campos and 
Mario Gil, girl and man, are pleas- 
ing in crooning Mexican pop songs, 

Jorge Marron, a name on radio, 
currently doubling as the Mexican 
‘Dr. I. Q.’ at station XEQ here, con- 
tinues as m.c. and does very well. 
Music is okay, Ray Montoya’s band 
being highly competent with swing, 
boogie-woogie and Mexican tunes. 
Arturo Nunez’s boys give ’em all 
they want in the way of conga- 
rhumba. Doug. 


CLUB BALI, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, April 25. 
Helen Kane, Rod Rodgers, Madalyn 
White, DeLisse & Elliot Dwight, Bali- 
Lovelies (8), Penny Davis, Allen 
Fielding Orch (8); Los Caballeros 
(6): no cover; $1 minimum week 
days; $2 Friday and Saturday. 








Helen Kane. the boop-boop-a-doop 
gal of the late ’20s, is back at the 
old stand, still with the baby voice 
and the coy look which made her 
the standout fave with audiences 
during the flask and flapper era. 


Even her repertoire of songs 
serves to bring nostalgic sighs from 
her listeners, as they recreate the 
days of Elinor Glyn, Clara Bow et al. 
Among the tunes Miss Kane—a vint- 
age Bonnie Baker—gives out with 
are ‘Ma, He’s Making Eyes at Me,’ 
‘That’s My Weakness Now,’ ‘Button 
Up Your Overcoat,’ ‘I Wanna Be 
Bad,’ ‘Wanna Be Loved By Yow’ 
among others. Among the new 
tunes, Miss Kane sings are ‘The 
Fleet’s In’ and ‘What Are the Girls 
Gonna Do.’ 

Miss Kane has rdded some pound- 
age to her usual rotund figure, but 
she still has plenty of bounce and 
the customers liked her when re- 
viewed, 

Rod Rodgers, a new face in these 
parts, is a likeable young fellow who 
practically bursts a blood vessel in 

is effort to please. He should, how- 
ever, get himself a line of patter for 
his m.c. chores, which seem to have 
every night club cliche in the book: 
‘Your genial host’. . . ‘Let’s give her 
an old-fashioned Philadelphia wel- 


come’ ,.. ‘you’ve been a swell audi- 
ence’, .. etc. 
Rodgers, who resembles Jimmy 


Caeney in face and mannerisms, has 
variety of talents. He’s an excellent 
mimic, has a pleasant voice and can 
step around some. His cleverst bit 
is a wooden-soldier dance that’s 
reminiscent of Emile Boreo. 


Another novel act on the bill is 
that of Delisse and Elliot Dwight, 
which is tagged ‘Fashions With 
Dancing. The male member of the 
team proves to be an excellent gown 
designer as well as a master of terps. 
During one of the numbers the gal 
sheds her gown and, while the music 
continues, the man drapes some cloth 
and adds a couple of pins and in a 
flash, she’s dolled out in a new 
dress. [It’s an act that Ed Wynn and 
Alphone Berg have used for years— 
Editor.] 


Madalyn White, blonde hoofer, has 
been playing around town for some 
time and she’s got a pair of clever 

ams. She also joins the line (Balli- 

ovelies) in a production number, 
‘Taboo,’ which is very effective. 


Allen Fielding’s orchestra im- 
proves with age, accompanying the 
show without a hitch, despite the 
scant rehearsal. Los Caballeros, a 
rhumba outfit, take care of the lulls. 
Penny Davis, a cute brunet, takes 
care of the rhumba course. 


Show has a bangup finale in which 
the customers take part in ‘Boomps- 
a-daisy’. In addition, males in the 
audience compete in a hatmodelin 
contest, wearing their wives’ or gir 
friends’ chapeau. Prize is a new hat 
for the lady friend. 

House was aimost filled when re- 
viewed Wednesday supper. Shal. 


Felton in Vaude Tour 





Pittsburgh, April 28. 

Happy Felton, home for a few 
days last week following year’s run 
in original company of ‘Hellzapop- 
pin,’ opens a six-week vaude tour 
Friday (1) in Providence. With him 
in the act will be Shirley Wayne, 
who was also in ‘Hellz.’ From Prov- 
idence, Felton goes to Cleveland, 
orcester, Boston, Hartford, New 
York (Loew’s State), Passaic and 
Washington, closing there. 

He’s slated to headline new show 
at’ Earl Carroll's theatre-restaurant 
on the Coast around July 1, and also 
has a possible picture deal pending 
at Metro. He whs tested by M-G 


early during his ‘Hellz’ run and test 
was reported to have been looke« 





upon favorably by studio execs. 























*. 


— Eo 


VARTETY 


47 





Wednesday, April 29, 1942 








WEEK OF MAY 1 


show, whether full or split week. 


Variety Bills 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 











Paramount 
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‘EW YORK CITY 
re rameunt (29) 
C Thornhill Ore 
Carol Bruce 
Jack Durant 
 y & B Wonder 
BOSTON 
Metropolitan (1) 
Ink Spots 
Erskine Hawkins 
Stump & Stumpy 
Red & Curley 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (1) 
Gene Krupa 





Connee Boswell 


Acromaniacs 
Joey Rardin 
MIAMI 
Olympia (30-3) 
Catherine Harris 
Bert Walton 
Ghezzis 
6 Diplomats 
Richard Lane 
TOLEDO 
Paramount (1-3) 
Martha Raye 
Condos Bros 
Ahearns 
Gaynor & Ross 
Bob Evans 





Loew 








NEW 
State (30) 
‘Water Follies’ 

WASHINGTON 
Capitel (1) 

Rhythm Rockets 


YORK CITY!C Emmy & Mad W 


Talia 
N Rae & Mrs W 


A Robbins 
Lewis & Van 





Warner 





NEW YORK CITY 
Strand (1) 
Abe Lyman Ore 
8 Sailors 
Radio Aces 
Eunice Healy 
Jackie Cooper 
PHILADELPHIA 
Earle (1) 
Meet the People 
Ruddy Rogers 
Patsy Kelly 
(24) 
Dick Stabile Ore 
jracie Barrie 
Jack Haley 
Hal Le Roy 





PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (1) - 
Aivino Rey Orc 
King Sis 
Spencer & Foreman 
Jean, sont & Judy 


4 
Blackstone 
UT 


CA 
Stanley (5-7) 
Guy Lombardo Ore 
Calgary Bros 
D (Popik’ff) Tannen 
Jason & Bell 
WASHINGTON 
Earle (1) 
Roxyettes 
George Prentice 
Jerry Cooper 








RKO 








BOSTON 
Boston (1) 
Johnny Davis Ore 

Beatrice Kay 
Jinx Falkenburg 
Jerry Lester 
Martez & Delita 
(24) 


“Meet the People’ 
CLEVELAND 
Palace (1) 
Fats Waller Ore 
Whitey’s Maniacs 
Deep River Boys 
Chuck & Chuckles 





Chilton Thomas 
(24) 


Monroe Bros 

S Miller & A Siegel 

Jerry Lester 

Jinx Falkenburg 

DAYTON 

Colonial (1) 

Bill Robinson Rev 

Ernie Fields Orc 

(24 


Jimmy Durante Co 
Red Norvo Bd 
Nancy Healey 
Gaynor & Ross 





Independent 





NEW YORK CITY 
Music Hall (30) 
Patricia Bowman 
Paul Haakon 
Laren Hollenbeck 
Sylvia Brema 
Selma Kaye 
Frank Paris 
Rockettes 
Corps de Ballet 
Erno Rapee Symph 
Roxy (30) 
Joe Jackson 
Lee Sherman 
Beatrice Seckler 
Chester Dolphin 
Bob Hannon 
12 Esquires 
Apollo (30) 
Andy Kirk Ore 
June Richman 
Billy Nightengale 
Stanley Bros 
4 Hartens 
Pigmeat 
Bootsie Swan 
BROOKLYN 
Albermarle (2-3) 
Gonzales 3 
Jed Dooley Co 
Hal Monte 
Glenn & Jenkins 
3 Byrnes Sis 
Mayfair (2 only) 
John, Eva Kemmy 
(Four to fill) 
Marine (3 only) 
John, Eva Kemmy 
(Four to fill) 
Ridgew oo (28) 
Wayne & Marlin 
Jack Mathers 
John, Eva Kemmy 
Leon Fields 
Storey Sis & 
AKRON 
Palace (1-4) 
Chico Marx Ore 
Lorraine & Rognan 
Wesson Bros 
BALTIMORE 
State (3-6) 
Bogash & Bardine 
felene Mae 
Sinclair Dancers 
(1 to fill) 
(30-2) 
3 Royal Rockets 
Singing Models 
White & Stanlev 
BRIDGEPORT 
Lyrie (27-29) 
Blue Barron Ore 
Rilly Gitbert 
al Setz 
Gonzales 3 
BUFFALO 
_ Century (1) 
Jimmy Durante 
Red Norvo Ore 
Mildrea Bailev 
C Fredericte Co 
CAMDEN 
Towers (1-3) 
Ford, Rowtle, Dai! 


Dean 


Mary Marlo 
Primrose & Gotd 
Sddie White 
5 Herzogs 
ELIZABETH 
Liberty (30-3) 
The Dewys 
Nelson & Marsh 
Leon Fields 
3 Bells 
(One to fill) 
FREEPORT 
Freeport (1 only) 
Sherrill! Sis 
Angel & Chapman 
Oswald & Stanton 
Wavne & Marlin 
FALL RIVER 
Empire (28-30) 
Bob Allen Orc 
Ray English 
Ned Sparks 
Banks & Fave 
HARRISBURG 


State (30-2) 
Ct Bernivici Show 
Ed Roecker 

HARTFORD 

State (1) 


Benny Goodman 
Alan Carney 
Lane & Ward 
LYNBROOK 
Lynbrook (2 only) 
Sherrill Sis | 
Angel & Chapman | 
Oswald & Stanton 
Wayne *& Marlin 
NEWARK 
Adams (T) 
Casa Loma Orc 
Jan Murray 
Olive & Tuon Caites 
PHILADET PHIA 
Carman (5-7) 
3 Royal Rockets 
Kirk & Madeline 
Eddie White 
Carl ew * ] Co 
Peletiers 
Rod Rogers 
Levan & Boles 
4 Warners 
PITMAN 
Broadwav (2 only) 
Kirk & Madeline 
Helene Mae 
Sinclair Dancers 
(One to fill) 
PASSAIC 
Central (30) 
Blue Barron Ore 
Billy Gilbert 
4 Samuels 
Val Setz 
PROVIDENCE 
Metropolitan (1-3) 
T.es Brown Ore 
Happy Felton Co 
Carr Bros 
SO. RIVER 
Canitel (1-2) 


| Betty 
| Carlyle 


(Three to fill) 
_ SYRACUSE 
Strand (1-3) 
Gypsy Rose Lee 
Del Cansino Orc 
Wally West . 
Evelyn Farney 
WASHINGTON 
Howard (1) 
Les Hite Ore 
Maxine Sullivan 
Paul, Dinky, Eddie 
WATERBURY 
Poli’s (30-1) 
Ciro Rimac Orc 
Mills Bros 
3 Diamond Bros 
Gonzales 3 
WORCESTER 
Plymouth (27-29) 
Erskine Hawkins O 


u 





4 Ink Spots 
Moke & Poke 
Red Curley 
WILLOW G’E PK. 
Willow Grove 
(3 only) 
Peletiers 
Rod Rogers 
Kirk & Madeline 
Levan & Boles 
4 Warners 
WOODSIDE 
Sunnyside (3 only) 
Angel & Chapman 
3 Palms 
Oswald & Stanton 
(Two to fill) 
YOUNGSTOWN 
Palace (5-7) 
Chico Marx Ore 
Lorraine & Rognan 
Wesson Bros 








Cabaret Bills 





Armando’s 


Geo Morris Ore 

Maggi McNellis 

Ben Marden Riviera 
(Winter Room) 


Adelaide Moffett 
Consuelo Flowerton 
Harry Stevens 
Freshmen 
Jack Kerr 

Bill Bertolotti’s 


Lilyan Dell 

Gloria Meade 
Lynn & Marianne 
Dee Rogers 

Moya Gifford 

Don Sylvio Ore 
Roberto Orc 


Bill's Gay 90’s 


Rose Perfect 
Lulu Bates 
Ethel Gilbert 
George Tonak 
Harry Donelly 
Billy Lorraine 
Charlie Ross 
Bernie Grauer 
Gay 90's Quartette 
Cafe Society 
(Midtown) 
Zero Mostel 
Joe Sullivan 
Kenneth Spencer 
Hazel Scott 
Golden Gate 4 
Eddie South Ore 
Cafe Society 
(Village) 
Teddy Wilson Ore 
Albert Ammons 
Pete Johnson 
Phil Leeds 
Baby Hines 
Casino Russe 
Nina Tarasova 
Sasha Polinoff 
Miche) Michon 
Nadia & Sasha 
Dmitri Matvienke 
Kris Kay Orc 
Nicholas Matthey O 
Cerutti’s 
Walter Lynch 
Mae Barnes 
Haywood & Allan 
4 Chanticleers 
Dan Parrish 
Chateau Moderne 
Angela Velez 
Gabriel 
Maurice Shaw 
Club 18 


G Andrews Ore 
Kkcric Ore 

Roberta Welch 
Jack White 
Frankie Hyers 
Vince Curran 
Roy Sedley 
Hazel McNulty 
Lillian Fitzgerala 
Ann Paige 


Ore 


Copacabana 
Carol Bruce 
Loper & Barrat 
Fernando Alvarez 
Anita Alvarez 
Samba Sirens 
Walter Long 
Betty Jane Smith 
Carol Dexter 
N Brandwynne 
Frank Marti Ore 

Coq Rouge 
Dick Wilson Ore 
Bela Bizony Ore 
Diamond Horseshoe 
Nita Naldr 
Compson 
Blackwell 

Lind 
Fontana 
Gilda Gray 
Charles King 
Mangean Sis 
Clyde Hager 
Sid Prussin Ore 
Noble Sissie Ore 

El Chico 

Dorita & Velero 
Consuelo Moreno 
Gloria Belmonte 
Rodriguez 3 
Trio Mixteco 
Del Duca Ore 

El} Morocco 


Chauncey Grey 
Chiquito Ore 


Famous Door 


Lana 
Zorita 
Marion Powers 
Sunny Tufts 
Frenchy Martin 
Ginger Lynn 
Lee Norman Orc 
Greenwich Village 
nn 
Carol] Chappelle 
Rita Renaud 
Gloria Manner 
Joan Collier 
Lorna Rode 
Gene Monet Ore 
Havana-Madria 
Pilar Lopez 


Ore 


Della 
Geo 


Orc 








Willman Bros 
Vireiniq Melford 


Rosita Rios 


NEW YORK CITY 





Carlos Montoya 
Rolando 

Don Casanova 
Tuchiteco 3 
Maya Ore 

Don Gilberto Ore 


Hickory House 


Norma Shepard 
Sons of Jive 





Mary Osborne 





Hotel Rooseveit 


Guy Lombardo Ore 
Kenny Gardner 


Hotel Sheraton 
(Murray Room) 
Ruth Lowe 
Sair Lee 
Francis King 
Henry Noble 


Hotel Se. Moritz 
(Cafe de la Paix) 


Charles Columbus 
Kathryn Carroll 
Terri Franconi 
Mack Perrin 
Rosalie Gibson 
Ford Harrison Ore 


Hotel St. Regis 
(Iridium Room) 
Ethel Smith Ens 
Paull Sparr Ore 
Hotel Taft 
Vincent Lopez Ore 


Hotel Waldort- 
stor 
(Wedgwood Rm) 

Paul Draper 
Marina 

Freddy Martin Ore 
Mischa Borr Ore 


(Sert Km) 
Mischa Borr Ore 


Hotel Warwick 
(Raleigh Room) 
Vicki George 
Sande Williams Orc 
Hurricane 
Bonnie Baker 
Alan Gale 
3 Guesses 
Conrads 
Danny Santos 
Capt Mack Co 
Barbara Belmore 
Quinton Orc 
Dennis wre 
Iceland Restaurant 


Nenny White 
VWATHY Wiité 


Ricardo & Marian 
Nola Day 
Colette & Deane 
Ginger Layne 
Ted Eddy Ore 
Angelo Orc 

Jack Dempsey’s 
B’way Restaurant 
Milt Herth 3 
Linda Lark 





| 
| 


Maison Pierre 


Tommy Lyman 
Al Lamb 


19th Hole Club 


Yvonne Adair 
Lynn Reynolds 
Steve Murray 
Diane Nelson 
Johnny & George 
Angel Velez Ore 
Snub Mosely Ore 
Old Roumanian 
Sandie Banks 
Freddie Bernard 
Ada Lubina 
Ginger Layne 
Joe LaPorte Ore 
Place Elegante 
Phil Dante 
William Ross 
Cliff Conrad 
Arline Thompsoa 
Diane Nelson 
Martin Locke 
Manya Borodkin 
Jeannette Garrette 
Ernest Franz Ore 
Queen Mary 
Lenore Lemmon 
Eddie Lane 
Jerry Blanchard 
Shadrach Boys 
Arline Thompson 
Diane Nelson 
Chiquita Venezia 
Bill Glass Orc 
Queens Terrace 


Phil Forster 
Eppie Bruce 
Healy & Evans 
Agnes Dwyer 
Jack Allyn 
Ned Harvey Ore 
Jrooverneers 
Rainbow Grill 
Russ Smith Ore 
Ashburns 
Sy!vie St Clair 
Ruinbow Raom 


Billy DeWolfe 
Helen Tamaris 
Ida Soyer 

Daniel Nagrin 
Eleanor French 
Leo Reisman Ore 





Dacita 
Clemente Ore 
Ruban Bleu 


Paula Laurence 














Bismarck Hotel 
(Walnut Room) 


Jimmy Jvy Orc 
Betty Burns 
Hadley Gis 


(Tavern Room) 
Dave Pritchard Ore 
Dick Ware 
Bob Marshall 
Annette Shields 


Blackhawk 


Orrin Tucker ‘)re 
Lorraine Benson 
Whitey Roberts 
Bob Haynes 
Scanlon & McGuire 
Jose Rosado Ore 


Blackstone Hotel 
(Balinese Km.) 


Johnny Duffy Ore 
Patti Clayton 
Brass Rail 
Margie Whitney 
Tune Toppers 
Brevoort Hotel 
(Crystal Room) 
Tony & George 
Joan Baylor 
Bob Billings 
Eddie Roth Ore 
Brown Derby 


Three Ryans 
Danny Rogers 
Judy Ellington 
Mary Ann 
Pat Perry 
Hoffman Sis 
Ted Smith 
Duke Yellman Ore 
Capitol Lounge 
Joe de Salvo 
Bill Turner Ore 
Chez Paree 
Jean Sablon 
Buddy Franklin O 
Estelita 
Jackie Miles 
Evans Gls 
Club Alabam 


Bernie Adler 
Florence White 
Paulette LaPierre 
Harriet Norris 
Ginger Wood 
Del Estes 

Allan Coe 

Dave Unell Ore 
Eddie Roth Ore 
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Jean Murray 
Larry Bennett Orc 
Hotel Astor 
(Columbia Km) 
Bobby Parks Orc 
(Cocktail Lounge) 
Dick Kuhn Ore 
Hotel Belmont 
Plaza 
(Glass Hat) 
Lucille Johnscn 
Moro & Chita 
Margaret Scott 
Belmont Balladeers 
Howard Lally Ore 
Joe Pafumy Orc 


Hotel Biltmore 


(Bowman Room) 
Betty Brewer 
Drane Sis 


Frank McGuire 

Hal Chase 

Ray Heatherton Or 
Hotel Commodore 
(Century Room) 


Imogene 

Ray McKinley Orc 
Hotel: Edison 

Shep Fields Or« 

Hotel Essex House 

Amy Arnell 

Kerwin Somerviile 

Donald Brown 

Jimmy Curry 

Rosalie Grant 

Tommy Tucker Or 
Hotel Sth Ave 
(Salon Madrid) 

Cass Franklin 

DeMarlos 

Guy Rodian 

Fay Marde 

Penny Bancroft 

Burton Gross Ore 
Hotel Lexington 
(Hawaiian Km) 

Tutasi 

Momikali 

McIntyre Ore 

Napua 

Leilani laea 
Hotel McAlpio 

Johnny Messner Orc 

Hotel New Yorker 

Woody Herman Ore 

Carolyn Grey 

Billy Rogers 

Adele Inge 

BR & B Wade 

Ronny Roberts 

Ice Ballet 


Grace Harvey 


Lynn Clare 
Hotel Navarro 
(Midnight Club) 


Margo & Mann 

Miinight Gypries “— 

Hotel Park Centra. 

(Cocoanut Grove) 

Reveure 

Mark & Viola 

3 Harmoneers 

Bunny Howard 

Austra Neimans 

Buddy Clarke Ore 
(Royal Palm) 

Dell O'Dell 

Charlie Bourne 

Jerry Green 

Bunny Howard 

Sybil & Sundra 

Wilson Lang 

Hotel Pennsylvant» 
(Cafe Rouge) 


Jimmy Dorsey Ore 
Bob Eberly 

Helen O’Connell 
Phil Washburn 


Hotel Pierre 
(Cotillion Room) 


Leonard Elliott 

Dorris Weston 

Irma Jurist 

Myrus 

Staniey Melba Ore 

Hotel Plaza 

(Persian Room) 

Dick Gasparre Ore 

Russell Swann 


Sara Ann McCabe 


| Douglas 


Irv Carroll Ore 
Jimmy Kelly's 
Ramon & Joan 
Carter & Sharp 
Montmarte Boys 
Helen Holmes 
Danita Rivera 
Margaret Grey 
Faith Arien 
Rene 
Ann Jung 
Jeannie Walters 
Glenda Hope 
Joe Capello Ore 
King Cole 3 
Frances Wayne 
Bruce Wendell 
Kelly’s Stable 
Nick Jarret Ore 
La Conga 
Al Bernie 
Mayla-Martanita 
B & F Roberts 
Chavez Orc 
Jack Harris Ore 
La Marquise 
Frances Connolly 
Al Carr Ore 
La Martinigue 
Raye & Nald! 
Martiniqueen'’s 
Jack Gilford 
Christina Lind 
Emil Coleman 
Noro Morales 
Latin Quarter 
Emile Boreo 
Frank Mazzone Co 


Ore 
Orc 


Bob Fuller Co 
Gloria Gilbert 
Barbara Perry 
Jade Ling 

Lela Moore 
Trixi 

3 Winter Sis 
Bob Morris 
Femmes Fatales 
Alex Pierce Ore 
Ralph Rotgers Ore 


leon & Eddie’s 
Eddie Davis 
Rex Owen 
Eric Thorsen 
Al De Laige Co 
& Jane 
Dolores King 
M & B Whelan 
Lou Martin@@®re 
Nerida Ore 


Mabel Mercer 
Delta Rhythm B's 
Herman Chittison 


Russian Kretchma 


Viadimir Lazafoff 
Eli Spivack 

Gypsy Norma 
Norma Lucero 
Arcadi Stoyanovsky 
Adia Kuznetzoff 
Nastia Poliakova 
Marusia Sava 
Mischa Vzanoff 
Cornelia Cedolban O 


Stork Club 


Grace Reilly 

Charles Baum Ore 

Bob Knight Ore 
The Place 


Irene Barkley 
Pat Ring 
Evelyn Brock 
Skeets Tolbert ‘ 
Ubangi Club 
Jackie Mabley 
Nina McKinney 
Sam Snead 
Edna Mae Harris 
Bill Bailey 
Socaras Ore 
Wivel 
Ford Crane 
Helen Arthur 
Connie Joyce 
Raron & Bernay 
Frederico & Rankin 
Versallles 
Bergere Ore 
Panchito Ore 
Paul Regan 
Wilma Cox 
Olsen & Shirley 
Patricia King 
Male 4 
Six Ver-Sighs 
Village Baro 
Al Robinson 
rex Fletcher 
Music Hall Boys 
rowne & Knett 
Palmer Ore 
Trini Ore 
Village Vancuard 
Richard D Bennett 
Burl Ives 
Belle Rosette 
Art Hodes 
Ann Robinson 





Eddie Heywood 3 


MIAMI 





| Sanding 


| Monica 


| Hanson 


| 
| 


| Shay 


Club Bali 
Sweeney 
Dancers 
Boyer 
Simpsons 
Zommy 


Bud 


Nunez Ore 
Or 


Don Lanning’s 


toberta Sherwood 
Marie Lewis 

Louis Hatch Ore 
Five o’Clock Club | 
Mac Pepper 

Sonia Cortis 

Iris Kary] 


De Castros 
Fleetwood Hotel 
(Jewel Box) 
Brook's Twins 
Jackie Small 
George Kelly 
Vincent 
Bob Green 
Jimmie’s 
Sandy Morris 
Ken Spaulding 
Stanley 2 
Jimmiettes 
Diana Page 
Les Robinson Orc 
Kitty Davis's 
Sims 
Bailey 


Lee 
llomay 


» Red Thornton 

| Alyse Cerf 

| Ralph Cook 

j Silvers Orc 

| 

| Mother Kelly's 
Myles Bell 

( Hilde Simmons 

| Mamdéen “& Brien 
Jack Eby Orc 
Nut Club 
Tubby Rives 
Toni McCrea 
Ollie Bugbee 
Chuck Wilson 
Geo Crause 


Boh Hauser Ore 
Paddock Club 
Cervantes Orc 

Royal Palm Bar 
(Bamboo Room) 
Jan Murray 

Capella & Patricia 
Marion Shaw 
Rhumba Orc 

600 Club 

Paul Mall 
Hal Lane Ore 
Winnie's Riptide 

| Nellie Durkin 

? Ben Perry 
Sir Geoff Hale 
Carmel DeVoe 

Marie } 

Crawford Admas 


R 





Stanley 


CHICAGO 





Ambassador Hotes 
!Emile Petti 


(ire 


| Buttery 
F 


Renson 





Colosimos 
Jack Prince 
Kay Booley 
Nita Tindall 
Sid Lang Ore 
Kay & Linda Brice 
Valdez & Corine 
Doris Dupont 
Wally Vernon 


Congress Hotel 
(Glase Hat Rm) 
Barry Winton Ore 
Red Duncan 
Jo Anne Hubbard 


Drake. Hotel 
(Camillia House) 
John Hoystradt 
Ramon Ramos Ore 
Edgewater Beach 
Hotel 
(Marine Rm) 
Cee Davidson Ore 
Singing Marines 
Blanche Bradley 
Rollet & Dorothea 
Nighthawks 
Dorben Gis 
885 Club 
Janice Dale 
Deana Berry 
Vic Artese 
Julio Garcia Ore 
Johnny Honnert 
Eltel’s 
Heidelberg Octet 
Hans Mnenzer Ens 
Rathskellar 
Loule & Gang 
5100 Club 
Danny Thomas 
Bob O Lin Gis 


Mark Fisher Ore 
Garrick Stagebar 
Ascot Buys 
Jimmy Noone 3 
June Price 
Downbeat Km 
Stuff Smith 
3 Sharps & Flats 
Gladys Palmer 
Graemere Hotel 
(Glass House Km) 


(crusaders Ure 
Mary Sinclair 
Dorothy Timmive 
Grand Terrace 
Cootie Williams O 
Brown & Lee 
Candy & Pepper 
Evelyn White 
Jackie Williams 
Lovey Lane 


Helsings 
(Vodvil Lounge) 


Carl Freed 

Leslie & Carol 
Novelty Aces 
Lillian Clarke 
Jack Herbert 


Diana Barry 
Carlos Vesta 

Betty Hill 

Vi Mar 2 

Mary Beth Sires 
Eddy Fens Ore 

H Martinez Ore 
Winnie Hoveler Gle 


Ivanhoe 
Florence Schubert 
Barney Richards O 
Vierra Hawaiians 
Helen Sumner 

L’ Aiglon 


Spiros Stamvus Ore 
Gwendolyn Veauseli 
Murray & Cumming 
George Deveron 
Isobel de Marco 


La Salle Hotel 
(Pan-Am. Room) 


Jose Manzaneres O 
New Yorker 


Jackie Green 
Noll & Nolan 
Dalton Boys 
Jack LaVier 

Kay Eibert 
Starlets 

Arne Barnett Oro 


(Piceadilly Circle) 
3 Knights 
Billy Meyers 
Jim Marvin 
Rocky Elsworth 


100 Club 


Dick Bauer Ore 
Billy Carr 
Sophia Parker 
Wilma Novak 
Martin & Margo 
Bobbie Allen oe 
Fernando & Fair 
Cal Herbert 
Palmer House 
(Empire HKoom) 
Eddy Duchin Ore 
Gower & Jeanne 
Abbott Dancers 
Sherman Hotel 
(Celtic Cafe) 
Gene Kerwin Ore 
Jaros Sis 
(Panther Room) 
Gene Krupa Orc 
Nilah Brooks Rev 
Carl Marx 
Rhumba Casino 
Michaei Loring Orc 
Maurice Roccs 
De Silva 2 
Wesson Bros 
606 Club 
Don Harris 
Gay Knight 
June March 
Carrie Finnell 
Fay & Wellington 
Mile Jean 
Janeen 
Aloha 
Millie Wayne 
Ginger Britton 
Jeri Vance 
Midge Fellows 
£06 Gis 
Dolly Sterling 
Sol Lake Ore 
Tripoli 2 
Stevens Hotel 
Chuck Foster Ore 
Don DiFlavio 
(Continental Room) 
Yar Rest 
Geo Scherhan Ore 
Lorraine Westfall 
Peter Milnikoff 





ATLANTIC CITY 


Ambassador Hotel 
Bert Estlow Orc 
Chelsea Hotel 
Billy 
Claridge Hotel 
(Mayfair Room) 
Marty Magee Ore 
Club Nomad 
Coletta Ellsworth 
Marjorie Jane 
Dona Darnell 
Jean Caton 
Kent Edwards 
Tiny Kaye 
Wanda DeMuth 
Manny Davis Ore 
Paddock Int'l 
Bob Bell 


Van 3 


Paddockeer Ore 
Penn Atlantic Hotei 
(Palm Koom) 
Elliott Russel! Ore 
President Hotel 


| Russ Andre Orc 
Starita 
Ritz Carlton Hotei 
(Merry Go Kound 
Room) 
Eddy Morgan Ore 
Seaside Hotel 
Eddy Bradd Ore 
Traymore Hotel 
Wm Madden Ore 
Gables Inn 
(Black Horse Vike! 
Nan DeMar 
Pete Miller 





Ore 


PHILADELPHIA 


Club Ball 
Los Caballeros 
Rod Rogers 
Balilovelies 
Delissée” & Elliot 
Nino Blianee-~'« 
Helen Kane 
Madalyn White 
Penny Davis 
Alan Fielding Orc 
Ben Franklin 
The D'Ivons 
Nina Korda 
Talia 
Pancho Ore 
Henny the Bum's 
Susan Lane 
Marie Parks 
Rotans (3) 
Cadillac Tavern 
Shades of R't'm (3) 
Henrique & And's 
Cadillac S'b'tes (6) 
Harry Dobbs Ore 
Bunny LeRoy 
Ray O'Day 
Bobby Evans 
Carroll's 
Gaines Orc 
Frankie Belasco 
Carrollettes 
Rose Marie 
Shannon & Nein 
Jerry Taps 
Fiving Berrys 
FP Brandeau RBattet 
College inn 


‘ 





; Ruth Templeton 

i Toni Sorrell 

| Scary Gavin 
Estelle Bark 
Crescent (5) 

| ian Russo 

q et c Hall Gis 
Jerry Delmar Ore 

] Di Pintos 
Day, Dawn & Dusk 
Leonard Cooke 
Dixieland Boys 
Ferdinand the Bull 


Judy Cummings 
Eddie King Ore 


Embassy 
Billy Hey 
Beatrice 
Trudy Rardel 
Edith Lambot 
| Geo Clifford 
| Teddy Holiday 
| Anne Francine 
Pat Sherlin Ore 
(H Walton Roof) 
Costaine & Barry 
Frakson 
Nancy Healey 
Carmen D’ Antonio 
Betty Allen 
Peggy Loeb 
Glamour Gis 
Helen Heath 
| Terry Sis Ore 
Eddie De Luca Ore 
Jam Seeston 
Billy I} retchmer 
|\Georee t.utz 
“yt nae dbo 








| Hopkins’ Rathskelles 





| 


j} Johnny 


|} Kenny 


| Max 





Geo Edwards 

Bernard Dolls 

Franky Lester 

Little Joe & Tiny Lo 

Chick Mullery 

Janice Rice 

Dave Gold Ore 

Lawler’s Swing Bar 

Ernie Hatfield 

Isabelle Daniels 

Slim Furness 

Wendell Mason 

3 Keys 

Lexington Casino 

Paul Kane 

4 Octaves 

Barbara Richards 

Diana 

Bill Bailey 

Al Schenk 

Margie Barlow 

Frank Darrow 

Texas 

Campus Co-Eds 

Garvin Buschelil O 
Lido Venice 

4 Brunettes 

Dawn Lovely 

Eddie Black 

Dorothy Porter 

Ted Oliver Ore 

Little Rathskeller 


Ann Howard 

Cleo Barr 

4 Blues 

Hugo Martinelli 
Victor Hugo’s Ore 
Lou's Chancellor Baz 


Susan Lange 

Ernie Swan 

Curt Weiler 4 

Ronnie Thompson 

Mayos 

Don Chris Trio 

Strohmans (3) 

Dorothy Johnson 
Minstrel Tavern 

Ed McGoldrick, Jr 
Anita Thoma 

Joan Coraz 

Sally Foy 

Joe Lonegan 

Margie March 

Sissy Ginnie Loftus 

Ed McGoldrick, Sr 


Moravian Bar 


Bon-Bon Buddies 

Kenny Shaffer (3) 

Dick Wade 

Gloria Mann 

Murray Rhythm Bar 

Fay Ray 

Gloria Carpenter 

Lillian Bishop 

Ruth McLinden 

Mary Love 

Toni Anderson 

Roni Carr 

Stan Robinson (3) 

Dotty King Ore 
Nell Dieghan’s 

Gene Stockwell 

Guardsmen & Mar’n 

Victoria Rane 

Rhythm Maniacs 

Al Paige 

Al Carlton 

Geo Marchetti Ore 


Old Falls Tavern 


Frankie Richardson 

Al Kukbride 

Regina 

Helen Wilson 

Carol Coyne 

Billy Hays Ore 
Open Door Cafe 


Johnny Cahill 
Lord & Janice 
Babe Cummings 
Jewell Ella 
Jeanettes (12) 
Viola Klatss Ore 


Old Mill tan 


Warren & Durkin 
Morse Sis 

Joe Ritchie 

Frank Palumbo’s 
Frankie Schlutb 


(8) 





Yvonettes 
Gloria French 
Penny Raymond 
Karll 
Kaye & Grey 
3 Peppers 

Ritz Carlton 
Howard Lanin Ore 


Romap Grille 


Gloria Dale 
Billy Kelly 
Jack Eason 
Newton & Newton 
Virginia Lewis 
Rendezvous 
(Hotel Senator) 
Al Bridorf 
Eddie West 
Slim West 
Brown Sis 
River Drive Ter 
Dick Wharton Ore 


Sam's Cafe 


Dot Winters 

Dot Landy 

Danny Richards 

A! Blank 

3 Kine's Rhythm 
Silver Lake lon 


“oc! Geo Reed 
Leonardos 
Dolores Laurell 
Alice Lucey 
Jack Herman 
Frank Hassel 
Stamp’s 
Cy White 
2ella Belmont 
Shadrack Boys 
4 Continentals 
Lonnie Vale 
Helen Jerrico 
Sun Ray Gardens 
Kitty Aelming Ore 
Princess Chaiz Lee 
Elaine & James 
Beatrice & Danny 
Roy Faustino 
Dione Cooper 
Agnes Willis 
69th St. Rathsketlier 


Harry Fields 
Marita 
Jane & Anthony 
Diana Cooper 
Retty Campbell 
Elton Brown 
Tony Rennett Ore 
Swan Club 


Bill Sheridan 
Pussy De Carmo 
Lunatrix (2) 
Fred Lane 

Dotty Brennan 
Vineent Rizzo Ore 
Bonnie Stuart 
Lee Bohn 

Marty Bohn 
Mary Wood (3) 


20th Century 


3 Peppers 
Stylists (2) 
Marjorie Hyams 
Sally La Marr 
A Strohman (3) 
Venice Grill 


Nick Varallo Ore 
Catherine King 
Bleanne Landy 
Edith Delaney 
Eddie Galbreth 
Warwick Hotel 
Roy Morton Ore 


Weber's Hof Bras 
Camden 


Ralph Corabi 

Don Cossack (6) 
Eddie Matthews 
Pen Bannerman 
Jules Flacco’s Ore 
Raths’r Eldoradians 


Yacht Club 


Sylvia Brown 
Grace O'Hara 
Dee Wayne 
Harry Holly 
Victor Nelson Ore 


Ore 


PITTSBURGH 


Arlington Lodge 
Phil Cavezza Orc 
June Gardner 
Bill Medio 


Balconades 
H Fritsche Ore 


Bill Green’s 
Mel Marvin Ore 
Al Jain 
Skip Farrell 
3 M's 

Blue Ridge inn 
Serenaders 
A & M Brooks 
Cozy Harris 
Cornell Cooper 
Koogie-Woogie Club 


Alice Brooks Orc 

Boog Shermaab 

Maxie Simon 

tuddy Blaine 

Racehorse Williams 
Club Petite 


Piccolo Pete Ore 
Patti Gene 
Jimmy Zummo 
Ted Blake 


Cork and Bottle 
Nelson Maples 
Colonial 
Ann du Pont Ore 
Eddie Peyton’s 
Eddie Peyton 
Marion Muller 
Minna Mandell 
Ciark Ore 
51 Club 
Rodnok 
Tarshis 
Pat McCauley 
Hotel Fort Pitt 
Ken Batley Ore 
Mitchell 
Herry Walton 
Jessie Wheatley 
Hotel Hen 
isilver Grill) 
Dorothy Matthews 
Escorts 
(Gay 90's) 
Dorothy Nesbitt 
Hotel 7th Avenue 
Harry Bigley 
Escorts 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Joe Vera 
Sam Bari 
Joe Petroselll 
John Bonguldi 
Hotel Schenley 
Billy Hinds Ore 
Jov tind 
Hotel Wm Penn 
(Chatterbox) 
Chick Floyd Ore 
Edith Caldweli 


Lyda 





(Continental Bar) 
Frank Andrini 4 
Merry-Go-Round 
Russ Montcalm 
Dee Peterson Ore 
New Hllicrest 
Ray Englert 
Connie Gregg 
Marty Schramm 
Nixon Cafe 


Mariseco Ore 
Carter 
Harris & Shore 
Gordon's Dogs 
Margie Greene 
Nut House 


Walter Powell 

Hal & Dolly 
Orchard ina 

Rudy Gale Ore 


Oasis 
Billy Yates 
Tay Boy 
Vines 
Don Rutter 
Bill LeRoy Ore 
Squirrel Coop 
Tiny Miller 
Dale Harkness 
BFiddie Miller 
Billy Sloan 
Dick Broskey 
Trelon 
Ralph Springer 
Yacht Club 
H Middleman Ore 
Roberts & White 
Jackie Heller 
Diosa- Costello 
Carol Dean 
C De. Simone Dcrs 
Shirley Heller 
Sky-Veue 
George Welles Ore 
Henrietta 
Bill Clydesdale 
Howard Feiling 
Union Grill 


Sammy Walters 
frank Nataie 
Mike Sandreito 
Villa Madrid 
Etzi Covato Ore 
Mark Lane 
Lee Purdy 
Michael Strange 
Carol Crane 
Curtis & Claire 
Broadway Debs 
Victory Lounge 
Joey Reynolds 
Freddy Rose 
Joe Allen 
tddie Polo 


Al 
Bob 


Ore 


Ore 


Ore 


LOS ANGELES 


Band Boz 
Pete Snyder 
Carson 
Gray 
Snyder 


June 
Billy 


billy 


(Continue4t en roee 


George Tibbles Ore 
Billy Lankin 

Bar of Music 
Ann Triola 
Felix de Cola 
mA 
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Wednesday, April 29, 1942 





‘Laughing’, Newest 


2-A-Day in N. Y., 


Looks Clicko Despite Weak Headliners 





By ABEL GREEN 


William Gaxton, Victor Moore, 
The Hartmans, Hildegarde starred 
in Clifford C. Fischer’s (Shu- 
berts) ‘Keep ’Em Laughing,’ 
twice daily vaudeville, with Jack 
Cole Dancers (3), Zero Mostel, 
Stuart Morgan Dancers (4), Fred 
Sanborn (with Charles Law- 
rence), The Bricklayers, Miriam 
La Velle, Shirley Paige, Kitty 
Mattern; at 44th St., N. Y., begin- 
ning April 24, 1942; $1-$2.50. 





Perhaps there’s something pro- 
phetic in the observation that if 
vaudeville went to the dogs it’s only 
fitting that a dog act should help 
bring it back. For the hit of Clifford 
C. Fischer’s second vaudeshow at the 
44th St. theatre on Broadway is The 
Bricklayers, terrier turn, working 
sans human aid, and a wow of the 
first half, if not the hit of the eve- 
ning. 

Contesting this distinction is Zero 
(nee Sam) Mostel, nitery mimic, who 
captured the Broadway firstnighters 
and they, in turn, rose nobly and 
generously to the occasion as they 
witnessed another new star being 
born. His broad impressions click 
even better in a theatre, sans the 
clinking culinary and beverage in- 
terruptions in a cafe, and Mostel 
looks ‘in’ from now on. 

Other highlights: The Hartmans 
and Hildegarde, also from the niter- 
ies, again emphasizing that where 
vaudeville was traditionally the 
cradle of new talent, it looks like 
the class saloons must henceforth be 
regarded as the prep school for the 
major leagues. Net that the cafes 
are exactly bush league; on the con- 
trary, Hildegarde and The Hartmans, 
Richman and the DeMarcos, Joe E. 
Lewis and Sophie Tucker find the 
fruits of their labors richly rewarded 
there. 

In inverse ratio, the highlight dis- 
appointment proved to be William 
Gaxton and Victor Moore, around 
whom Fischer (in association with 
the Shuberts) built ‘Keep ’Em Laugh- 
ing.’ Titularly speaking, they don’t. 
Their co-headliners, The Hartmans 
and Hildegarde, were more richly re- 
warded; and for that matter that 
went also for Jack Cole and his 
Dancers (3), Freddie Sanborn, Mos- 
tel, and the aforementioned Brick- 
layers, pooch turn. 

The reasons for the rostrum diffi- 
culties of this musicomedy stellar 
pair are many. Paucity of material 
is patently the prime fault. It’s one 
thing, apparently, to have the fortui- 
tous circumstances of a surrounding 
DeSylva or Freedley production, a 
Ryskind or Fields libretto, and Ber- 
lin or Porter tunes; it’s another to 
attempt to charm the customers with 
something out of the trunk. They 
fool none, and it failed with the hep 
and sympatico firstnighters, and will 
fare worse, unless reedited, with not 
so sympathetic and less understand- 
ing cash customers. 

The Victor Moore tradition rates 
with the immortals of show business, 
put ‘Change Your Act or Back to the 
Woods’ shows the ravages of time 
too much, and not even the Throttle- 
bottom, tight-pantsed, brown derby- 
teetering funster can offset that. 

As: for Bill Gaxton, a class lead 
always, he’s (1) a bit too fullback 
now for the juve chore; and (2) he’s 
too legit and not enough Louholtz 
for the emcee assignment. Confer- 
enciering in the staccato mazner of 


a Berle or Hoitz in person, or the | 


self-ribbing Hope and Benny school 
in the field of radio, has set too tough 
a standard. 

Vaudeville, circa 1942, must there- 
fore achieve a curious hybrid of 
blending the nostalgic with the ultra- 
modern. The gatling-gun tempo of 
‘Priorities’ proves what Fischer’s No. 
2 Broadway entry doesn’t. 

For another thing, the billing is a 
misnomer. It’s more a keep-’em- 
dancing show, what with The Hart- 
mans, Shirley Paige in Moore’s act, 
Jack Cole and his trio, the Stuart 
Morgan Dancers (4), Miriam LaVelle 
and the 18 Al White Beauties (George 
Wood’s line from the Royal Palm) 
all being on the hoof. 

The need for cutting is obvious. 
Opening night (Fridev) was at least 
35 minutes extraneous. 

Routining is likewise bad. Hilde- 

arde to close the first half would 

e even sockier next-to-closing the 
second stanza. There she follows 
be even sockier than next-to-closing 
the second stanza. There she follows 
Mostel’s signal laugh click, causing 
her to come on at 11:05 p.m., a tough 
hurdle although that didn’t feaze her 
too much. 

Even more heinous are those two 
sketches by Gaxton and Moore, one 
after the other. Gaxton does ‘Au- 
thoritis,, by Arthur Pierson, aided 
by Peggy French, Jack Tyler and 
George E. Mack, a slow, longish and 
not too socko Hollywood conceit. 
Moore’s oldie revival thereafter. in 
itself overboard on time, isn’t aided 
by the spot. 

It’s for that reason, apart from 
their basic worth, that Jack Cole 
and his three femme dancers, terping 
their East Indian routines to a blend 





of rhythmic Raymond Scott and Al- 
bert Ketelby music, wham over for 
extra values. He, like Chandra-Kaly 
and that school of terpers, has been 
around in the niteries, but the va- 
riety customers here discovered him 
all over again. 


Also rediscovered were Fred San- 
born and The Hartmans thereafter, 
both acts interrupted only by a 
somewhat misfit Gay ‘90s ensemble 
routine by Al White’s choristers. The 
line, incidentally, while more dec- 
orative than the Marjery Fielding 
girls from the Versailles, which orna- 
ments Fischer’s ‘Priorities,’ are not 
too effectual on the hoof. It’s one 
thing to terp their pretty tootsies for 
cafe customers; and another before 
a soberer, more relaxed audience. 


Sanborn, excellently foiled by 
Charles Lawrence, with his simper- 
ing mannerisms, gets even more 
from his comedic hokum than he 
does from the basic xylophone spe- 
cialties. But the xylo-hammerer in 
him seemingly insists on ‘Poet and 
Peasant.’ While yesteryear’s vaude- 
ville made the inevitable P. & P. 
overture almost a must by every 
accordion and xylo act, it’s some- 
thing that could remain in the cam- 
phor without being too much missed. 

As for The Hartmans, at the rate 
that Paul Hartman is mugging and 
clowning, he’ll develop into a first- 
rate comedian who can throw his 
N2ncing shoes away in short order. 
Ditto Grace Hartman, a personable 
vis-a-vis for all her broad burlesaue 
lamvooning of the terpsters. Miss 
Hartman’s showmanly takeoff on the 
hypver-polite Arthur Murray dance 
tutors, who broad-A their instruc- 
tions, evidences an excellent sense 
of timing and showmanship. She 
handles her lines well. The passion- 
ate tango exponents. the samba- 
bolero hoke, and all the rest forced 
them to extend their stay. 


The second half’s Hildegarde, in 
like vein, points up the extra values 
that cafe personalities assume on the 
rostrum. The songstress, who has 
long been established for personal 
dynamic values in the intimacies of 
class boites like the Savoy-Plaza 
(from which N. Y. hotel she’s cur- 
rently doubling) projects across the 
rostrum with telling effect. She gets 
mere out of a ‘Banjo Eyes’ son¢ ex- 
cerpt than did the original Cantor 
production. Her ‘Pink Cocktail for a 
Blue Lady’: ‘I Said No,’ first intro- 
duced by her; “There’s Something 
About a Soldier’ (aided by two boys 
in uniform from the audience), all 
socked over. By the way, where are 
the Hollywood scouts for filmusicals? 
Here’s a photogenique personality 
for anybody’s screen. 

Zero Mostel, like Hildegarde, is a 
nitery-doubler (from Cafe Society 
Uptown), and Friday the 24th will 
probably never be forgotten by him. 
His panto-mimicry sold like black 
bourse bread. The bombastic Sen- 
ator number; the Jimmy Durante: 
the Roseland jitterbug; Hitler; and 
a devastating Charles Boyer evi- 
dences intelligence, timing and pac- 
ing in its broad inflections, double- 
talking and mugging not to bespeak 
a great potential talent. If a star 
wasn’t born Friday, Mostel is a cinch 
not to die obscure. His stage effect 
eclipses his values in the niteries. 

Phil Romano, quondam dance 
maestro, batons the pit band well. 
Following the line, Miriam LaVelle, 
just recently at the Broadway 
Strand, repeated her click with acro- 
dancing in the June Preisser school. 
A pert and personable miss, Miss 
LaVelle is a neat teeoff. Incidentally, 
okay for floor shows. 

The Bricklayers, dog act. doing a 
house-building routine, sans visible 
human cueing onstage, is easily the 
top terrier turn on the boards. The 
continuity of pace as props fail, 
building material is loaded, the fore- 
man repairs to the corner saloon, 
puppy biscuits shoot up scaffolding, 
and the finale swing-jumping, put 
The Bricklayers in a class by itself. 
Later the trainer comes on for the 
finale tricks with his pooches. 

Kitty Mattern was seen a couple 
of seasons ago in one of those ref- 
ugee Viennese revues; okay on ros- 
trum and also for floorshows with 
her different styles of laugh reactions. 
Thence Gaxton, Moore, Cole, San- 
born, the line and the Hartmans. 

The girls reopen the second half; 
the standard Stuart Morgan Dancers 
(4) next with their arresting, throw- 
about adagio, wherein the 85-90-Ib. 
girl is spun across, around and across 
the rostrum by her three male stal- 
warts. 

Mostel’s wham; Hildegarde’s click 
(she also augments the songalogs 
with boogie-woogie and bolero ar- 
rangements of Liszt and ad libs, ‘Who 
is this Hazel Scott?’); and Gaxton 
and Moore comprise the second half. 
Latter reunite for the first time in 
an Eddie Davis skit, ‘A Small Pur- 
chase,’ of familiar format and not 
too socko results. Gaxton tops it all 
with a reprise of song hits from 
yesteryear Rodgers and Hart, Porter, 
and Berlin scores, and is found vo- 
cally wanting. 

The initial error of Fischer’s pre- 
miere with ‘Priorities,’ anent micro- 
phones, is not repeated here. Save 





for The Hartmans’ usage of a mike 


for their specialty, and Hildegarde’s 


camouflaged piano-mike, there are 
four amplifiers in the footlights, an 
essential for @ house like the 44th. 

Same scale of $1 mat and $2 nights 
will obtain, although a $2.50 tariff 
holds for holidays and weekend 
nights. Larger capacity here permits 
grossing more than $30,000 weekly, 
as against the $25,000 Fischer has 
been averaging so far with ‘Priori- 
ties’ at the 46th St. Both shows have 
a nut about the same, around $10,000, 
with percentages to the headliners 
when business goes over the $20,000 
mark. This has permitted around 
$2,000 for Lou Holtz, Willie Howard 
and Phil Baker in ‘Priorities. Gax- 
ton and Moore are reported starting 
with a better deal, $3,000 between 
‘em, plus percentage; and the other 
headliners, Hildegarde and The Hart- 
mans are getting around $900 each. 
It'll do big business. 


STATE, N. Y. 


Ciro Rimac Orch with Alzira 
Camargo, Estrellite Pena, Charley 
Boy; The Revuers, Maysy & Brach; 
James Barton; ‘To Be Or Not To Be’ 
(UA). 





Business okay up to early Sunday 
afternoon when the house first show 
was rather light, but by the time the 
one-hour bill was over, there was 
a virtual sellout. Performance is up 
to standard for a four-act setup. 
James Barton is hack with his 
single, topping and delivering with 
a routine that is pretty much as it 
used to be before he turned legit 
and appeared for years in “Tobacco 
Road.” He was greeted upon en- 
trance, going into a tune that they 
liked. But he really scores with his 
standard mad dog story, with the 
accompanying bar-fly impression. 
Barton always .vas one of the best 
stages stews in burlesque and vaude 
and it appears that only a small 
percentage of those out front saw 
him with the extended bit before, or 
Felse they had forgotten. Comic was 
on about 20 minutes, and while the 
boozy yarn consumes most of the 
time, the laugh response suggests it’s 
worth while. “Sarton warbles ‘Anna- 
belle Lee,’ which gets across very 
well, finally with the ballroom dance 
lizard bit. 

Plenty of animation and tunes 
from south of the Equator are dished 
out by Ciro Rimac’s Latin-American 
orch. Most of the songs are in the 
native tongue. Medley of native 
numbers is finaled by the guitarist 
at the mike giving with ‘Tangerine.’ 
Estreita Pena with the castinets is 
somewhat unusual with a back-bend- 
ing stunt. 

Alzira Camargo is the turn’s top 
warbler, appearing with the elabor- 
ate headdress and gee-gaws around 
the neck ala Carmen Miranda. 
Rimac’s samba with one of three 
girls with the band scores as it al- 
ways does. Charley Boy Rimac gets 
into action several times singly and 
with Ciro, his father. 

The Revuers give ‘Variety’ a lot 
of attention, «he lyrics telling the 
afidience about the ‘strange’ lingo 
of the paper. Two girls and three 
boys each displays the paper and 
the number went over surprisingly 
well. How to write a hit song has 
each Revuer in turn giving his or 
her idea about turning the trick. 
One girl starts it with ditty pat- 
terned after Cole Porter, whose 
name is punned. The other song- 
stress takes the opposite idea with 
a sappy ballad ‘Love at Last Had 
Come to Me.’ Then comes ‘Slightly 
Blue,’ but a better ‘dea is how pop 
composers cop the melodies of music 
masters, example being something 
called ‘Mabel,’ taken from Tschai- 
kowsky’s Fourth Symphony. Maysy 
and Brach open with their neat uni- 
cycle act. Ibee. 


ORPHEUM, L. A. 


_Los Angeles, April 24. 
Ted Lewis Orch (12) with Charles 
(‘Snowball’) Whittier, Gertrude Er- 
dey, Helen Tell, Geraldine & Joe, 
Kayne Sisters (3), June Edwards. 
Toni Todd & Aurora; ‘Four Jacks 
and Jill’ (RKO). 





Ted Lewis is back for his annual 
appearance in Los Angeles, parading 
a list of youthful and capable talent 
for maximum customer reaction. 
Show, running 65 minutes, is packed 
with solid entertainment, with Lewis 
giving each turn the spotlight and 
knitting it into a compact whole. 


to ask his inevitable opening ques- 
tion, ‘Is Everybody Happy?’ And 
then, for an hour, he makes certain 
that the entire audience is in that 
frame of mind. 

Three Kayne Sisters do neat har- 
mony. Charles (‘Snowball’) Whittier, 
Lewis’ ‘shadow,’ then makes his ap- 
pearance for a fast dance before 
Lewis and Whittier team up for an 
enthusiastically - received rendition 
of ‘When My Baby Smiles At Me.’ 
Gertrude Erdey is then introduced 
for a brief dance turn. 

Medley of songs is then delivered 
by Lewis and Helen Tell, followed 
by a special modern swing arrange- 
ment of the ‘Anvil Chorus’ in which 
several members of the band walk 
out before the mike for solo licks. 
Lewis then takes the audience back 
to the start of jazz and swing with 
what he describes as a duplication of 
his first jazz band. It’s spotlighted 
on the side of the stage, with seven 
members of the orch delivering 





Lewis comes through the curtains | 


‘Jazz Me Blues,’ with Lewis on the 
clarinet, all effectively _ pecoentes. 
The maestro then solos ‘Melancholy 
Baby,’ which stands the test of years 
as a hit when delivered by Lewis. 

Geraldine and Joe, acrobatic dance 
team, is spotted next, introducin 
some new twirls and routines an 
winding up with a comedy knock- 
about presentation of the —— 
Lewis then takes over again for talk- 
ing rendition of “The Leader of an 
Army Band,’ switches to a brief 
medley of tunes and struts around 
with Whittier for baton swinging, 
and goes into delivery of ‘Me and 
My Shadow,’ with the Kayne Sisters 
harmonizing at the back mike on 
the bandstand. Whittier then comes 
on for a fast tap dance impression 
of Bill Robinson, followed by the 
Kayne Sisters trioing. 

June Edwards, young girl contor- 
tionist, is next. She makes initial 
appearance on a platform for com- 
edy strip-tease routine with Lewis, 
and after getting out of an evening 
gown, does some deft balancing and 
bends. Got big ovation. 

Toni Todd is on next for fast tem- 
po delivery of ‘Dresed In Spangles,’ 
a South American tune. Aurora then 
appears for a conga and some Span- 
ish dances, with the Kayne trio sing- 
ing background harmony. Show 
then swings into a_fast-tempoed 
finale in which Lewis parades his 
entertainers across the stage for 
another bow. Walt. 


HIPP, BALTO 


Baltimore, April 25. 
Cappy Barra Boys (5), Dick, Don 
& Dinah, Sibyl Bowan, 3 Swifts, 
Felice Iula House Orch (13) with 
Len Hobbs; ‘The Invaders’ (Col.). 








Rather chief setup of standards 
wrapped together into a compact 
presentation. Fuli-stage piano set is 
built around house orch, with Len 
Hobbs at the piano on a dominating 
high platform. Layout is given 
some continuity, being built around 
Tschaikowski concerto as set by 
Hobbs in various tempos and styles. 
Idea is a good one, but as projected 
here doesn’t gibe with the acts. 
What can one do with Tschaikowski 
as a background for the acrobatic 
Dick, Don and Dinah, or the three 
juggling Swifts? 

Cappy Barra harmonica ensemble 
open with their potent mouthorgan 
stuff in good arrangement for both 
group and solo slots. Makes swell 
spot for Dick, Don and Dinah, who 
have developed their act consider- 
ably since last caught, here. Comedy 
is nicely interpolated and well-timed 
midst the socko acro stuff. Three- 
high balancing and tumbling busi- 
ness with the aid of large rubber 
ball ring the bell solidly in consist- 
ently rising climax. 

Sibyl Bowan next and smooth in 
impressions of Carmen Miranda, 
Gloria Swanson and a new bit 
worked around an army nurse, very 
funny and a welcome spot amidst the 
somewhat overworked standbys. The 
Three Swifts follow with potent club 
swinging smartly highlighted by 
good patter and funny business which 
takes the turn above the usual stint 
of this type. 

Piano stuff by Hobbs throughout 
is tops and an ovation-getter on 
every pause. Burm. 


20TH CENTURY, BUFF 


Buffalo, April 24. 
Benny Goodman Orch with Peggy 
Lee, Art London, Shea & Raymond, 
Ambassadorettes; ‘Sleepy Time Gal’ 
(Rep). 








With this ace band booking, the 
Century is making its supreme bid 
for recognition as a_ stage-show 
stand. Certainly, the current screen 
attraction won’t help much at the 
coin windows, and the entire credit 
for the canto’s very creditable tally 
will go to Goodman and his boys. 

Goodman outfit looks and sounds 
equal to any assemblage which the 
maestro has shown here, and on cur- 
rent performance it more than justi- 
fies a top-rung rating which it is uni- 
versally accorded. It is sleek and 
slick, with plenty of eye and ear ap- 
peal, and its impeccable rhythmic de- 
livery marks it outstandingly. 

Only two outside turns, the Am- 
bassadorettes teeing off in their 
knockout knockabout acro and tieing 
up the proceedings with some intri- 
cate rope-jumping. Shea and Ray- 
mond, dancing clowns, score heavily 
with their eccentric footology which 
drew howls. The band’s mid-section 
medley and finale are high in the 
Goodman metier, and its sending of 
‘Jersey Bounce’ is trademarked and 
just about epitomizes everything 
that this crew stands for musically. 
Husky-voiced Peggy Lee laid ’em low 
with ‘Sky Lark,’ ‘Somebody Else’ and 
encored with ‘Let’s Fall in Love’ and 
a unique reading of ‘My Little 
Cousin.” Combo of Art London’s 
potent physique and smooth bari- 
tone made for a sock reception of his 
‘Walk Without You,’ ‘Heart of Texas,’ 
‘Zoot Suit’ and ‘Blue Skies.’ In its 
vocalists, as in every other depart- 
ment, the outfit registers by means of 
those added ingredients of person- 
ality and talent. As always, Good- 
man utilizes his reed for perfect em- 
bellishment. 

Ticket rolls were spinning opening 
afternoon (24) in spite .of spring 





weather. Burton. 


STRAND, N. Y. 


Abe Lyman Orch (17) with Rose 
Blaine, Bill Sherman; Eunice 
Healey, 3 Sailors, Radio Aces (3), 
Jackie Cooper, ‘Larceny, Inc.’ (WB), 
reviewed in ‘Variety,’ March 4, *42. 








Jackie Cooper has made several 
swings around the circuit on per- 
sonals since his early-age click in 
films, but it’s probable that his pres- 
ent tour is his best. He’s using a 
highly entertaining skit, foiled by 
Ann Graham, New York showsgirl, 
which clicked solidly when caught. 


Opening with a short introduction, 
he then goes into the bit with the 
decorative Miss Graham. He’s shown 
as a shy youth parked in his first 
date’s living room; he’s nervous and 
ill at ease, she raring for romance, 
Lines and the entire situation as 
handled by Cooper enhance his rep. 

When Cooper opened here Friday 
(24) he was using a rather lame skit 
which was hurriedly replaced Sun- 
day morning, 

Second half is the youngster’s ex- 
pone session on drums, on which 

e’s an unexpected surprise. He does 

two solos and works with four of 
Abe Lyman’s men in a jam session, 
all of it furthering the good im- 
pression of what goes before, and 
getting him off strongly. 

Lyman’s combination of four sax, 
three trumpets, two trombones, four 
rhythm and three violins does a right 
smart job. Shrewd handling and 
choice of material make it an ex- 
cellently entertaining outfit. 


There are three outstanding bits of 
production used here, all packing a 
wallop Firstly, there’s a fine medley 
of George Gershwin standards. Audi- 
ence went for it unstintingly. Sec- 
ondly, there’s a tricky-lighted bit 
built around ‘Amen,’ a new rhythm 
tune sung by Rose Blaine. Thirdly, 
an impressive glee club arrangement 
of ‘Melancholy Baby,’ which Lyman 
has been doing for some time. Re- 
mainder of outfit’s work maintains 
the pace. Lyman easily cues all that 
happens despite an attack of flu 
which keeps him in bed between 
shows, 

Miss Blaine, tastefully costumed, 
has improved her vocalling and 
selling. In addition to ‘Amen’ she 
does ‘My Little Cousin’ and ‘Baby 
Boogie,’ which the band has re- 
corded. Following ‘Amen’ ‘Boogie’ is 
anti-climactic. Billy Sherman, 
darkly good-looking, exhibits smooth 
voice and style up front on ‘Tan- 
gerine’ and ‘Miss You.’ 

Eunice Healey, tapstress, leads off 
accompanying turns. She delivers 
two nicely executed’ routines in an 
easy, graceful style, but didn’t seem 
to get proper backing from the band. 
Audience liked her work, however. 
Three sailors hit a polished groove 
with their zany antics. They’ve 
been doing the same things for 
years, right down to the closing rope- 
skipping bits. Another audience- 
getter, however, to the point where 
they had to beg off. 

Radio Aces click solidly. Act is 
built around a clever boy who seems 
to possess an excellent legit voice. 
Trio of song-impressionists start like 
they’re going- to duplicate the 
sailors’ silliness, but ease into a 
comical, melodic aping of a colored 
prayer meeting. Next is a tune built 
around various comic strips. They 
do so much that it’s impossible to 
detail all of it, but it’s good. Wood. 


CHICAGO, CHI 


Chicago, April 24. 
Wayne King Orch (12) with Tan- 
ner Sisters (3), Ross Wyse, Jr., June 
ro Chris Cross; ‘Lady Has Plans’ 
(Par). 











Chicago theatre this week presents 
a pleasant stage show that’s long on 
straight music. Wayne King has a 
highly listenable band, with its usual 
emphasis on sweet melodies. Light- 
ing effects are in harmony with 
music at all times, bringing out the 
soft, relaxing atmosphere of King’s 
band. Maestro handles the show 
nicely, starting out with a trio of 
oldtimers and some of the favorite 


Strauss ° waltzes. All arranged 
neatly. 

Chris Cré§s, ventriloquist, gets 
across with his dummies. He vocals 


above average and has a good per- 
sonality. Tanner Sisters are easy on 
eyes and ears. Three gals have well 
chosen tunes. 


Ross Wyse, Jr., and June Mann 
show plenty showmanship. Wyse 1S 
a good hoofer with lots of acrobatic 
twists. Working with femme, he 
does an acro turn, winding up with 
cartwheels. Both deliver the goods 
and are a welcome in the top-heavy 
music bill. 

High spot in orchestral part of 
stage show is King’s arrangement of 
‘Sleepy Lagoon,’ done with special 
lighting. 

At Friday’s (24) matinee, business 
was fair. Loop. 





Coleman Ashe, formerly musical 
director for radio stations KANS 
and KFBI, Wichita, but now an em- 
ployee of Beech Aircraft, will direct 
musical comedy to be presented by 





employees of aviation company. 
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Harlem Moves to Broadway, Colored 


Shows Displacing 





Burley In 2 Houses 





By MIKE WEAR 

Opening of colored vaude, at the 
Eitinge - Gaiety, N. Y., last week, 
and scheduled arrival of Ed Sulli- 
van’s ‘Harlem Cavalcade,’ two-a-day 
vaude, at the Ritz tomorrow (Thurs- 
day) night give the Times Square 
sector possibly its largest simulta- 
neous array of Negro talent. Broad- 
way lineup of colored talent is also 
swelled by the Ubangi club, operat- 
ing with floor show and name mate- 
rial for several months, Not since 
the Cotton Club moved to the spot 
occupied presently by the Latin 
Quarter, and several Harlem shows 
migrated to the east side and Green- 
wich Village, have colored shows 
been so predominant below 110th 
street. : ~ 

Unable to obtain city licenses to 
run burley or strip shows, Gaiety 
and Eltinge reopened last Friday 
(24). Weekend audiences generally 
voiced their approval of the colored 
shows. 

Stepin Fetchit and Benny Carter’s 
band head the Gaiety layout, former 
obviously constituting the principal 
draw. Carter’s crew has played the 
125th Street Apollo and is register- 
ing well at the Gaiety. Fetchit is 
using his standard vaudeville act 
and still sells well. Supporting are 
Freddy and Flo, neat comedy song- 
dance duo; Strut Flash, another 
Apollo alumnus, speedy tapster; 
Three Speed Kings, knockabout male 
dance trio; and Sally Gooding, slick 
blues singer. Chorus of 11 registers 
with three appearances. Carter has 
an organization of 14 which is vastly 
improved from recent appearances. 
Entire show plays well, sticking with 
70 minutes. 





The Elting+ : 

At the Eltinge, business was better, 
probably because the Opening was 
given circusy ballyhoo. There’s no 
outstanding name here — Edgar 
Hayes’ band of 12 being the draw. 
He’s been a frequent Apollo book- 
ing. House line of 14 is the brightest 
thing in the show and could be used 
more. Jimmie Baskette, vet straight 
also from the Apollo, is spotted in 
several skits, with several ex-Apollo 
faves helping put over musty ma- 
terial, Four Krazy Kats, speedy 
mixed group of Lindy Hoppers; Slim 
Thomas, deft tapster; May Robinson, 
singer, and other unbilled specialists 
break part of the monotony of Hayes’ 
continuous playing. 

While obviously leaning overboard 
to circumvent any criticism from city 
fathers the first week, both shows 
could stand a featured femme dancer. 
Or posibly additional vaudeville acts. 
As at the Apollo this season, a policy 
of both ofay and colored vaude turns 
may ultimately result. 

Experience of the Apollo theatre 
on 125th street this season has shown 
that a name band plus vaudeville 
pays off. Current season has been 
far more profitable than last year, 
according to Frank Schiffman, oper- 
ator. If biz continues as at present, 
the Apollo may stay open all sum- 
mer, although shuttered last year 
and 1940 during the hot weather. 

The Apollo is doing far better 
than in 1941 despite little visible 
improvement in the employment sit- 
uation up there. Residents of Har- 
lem are not aided by any war in- 
dustries and those who have obtained 
work in war plants have moved 
away. 

While Harlemites right now are a 
bit skeptical of: colored shows being 
successful at the Gaiety and Eltinge, 
they are hoping for the best. 

Wear. 


APOLLO, N. Y. 


Hot Lips Page orch (15), Polly 
Jenkins & Plowboys (6), Ann Lewis, 
Whitey’s Champ Jitterbugs (8), 
Whirlwinds (2), Bill Bailey, George 
Wiltshire, Vivian Harris, Pigmeat; 
Miracle Kid’ (Indie). 











Plenty of pressure on Hot Lips 
Page outfit this week, with surround- 
ing talent not helping too much. 
Sole exception is Bill Bailey, expert 
tapster, who just wound up in ‘Banjo 
Eyes,’ Eddie Cantor musical. Bailey 
is about the slickest tapper to come 
along at this house since Bill Robin- 
Son was here. In many ways, he re- 
minds of Robinson in looks and fancy 
steps. But this lad gets across strictl 
on his own deft stepping and droll 
Patter. 

Page crew currently is hitting on 
all six. With five sax, three trom- 
bones, three horns, bass viol, piano, 
drums and the maestro’s hot cornet- 
ing, it is a much better outfit than 
when first put together. Rhythm 
section is especially good as are the 
Pianist and drummer. ‘Love Your 

oney,’ ‘Alabama Home’ and ‘Jump 
and Shout’ are his best bets. 

nn Lewis, personable jive singer, 
Tegistered well with ‘Crying Mood,’ 
No One Man’ and ‘Get Some Cash.’ 
Her unusual style of selling a tune 
particularly appeals. 

Polly Jenkins group of hillbillies 
op’ns the show with a familiar array 
of instrumental novelties. Nice act, 


| by 





but they did not go for it here. 
They’re the only white act on bill. 
The Whirlwinds, boy and gir] roller 
skaters, launch their turn with this 
appearance. Go through accepted 
stunts and show possibilities. Pig- 
meat, Vivian Harris and George 
Wiltshire offer their usual blue skit 
for top laugh returns. 

Biz way off at first show Friday 
night. Wear. 


TOWER, K. C. 


Kansas City, April 25. 
Jan Garber Orch with Jack Swift 
and Fritz Heilbron; Joe & Jane 
McKenna, Wilfred Dubois, Alice 
Kavan; ‘Almost Married’ (U). 


The idol of the airlanes hasn’t been 
around K. C. on the air or stage for 
several years, and he’s giving a good 
show now that he’s back. There’s 
plenty of music and considerable 
comedy, most of it enjoyable. In the 
hour-long show not. more than a 
couple of dull moments crop up, but 
they’re far overshadowed and 
patrons generally approve the go- 
ings on. 

Music is the keynote of the pro- 
gram as m.c.d by Garber. Pair of 
auxiliary acts, the McKennas and 
Wilfred Dubois, are likewise first 
rate. Closing medley of ‘Tangerine,’ 
‘Melancholy Baby,’ ‘Vilia’ and ‘Star- 
dust,’ lus a rhythmic ‘Jersey 
Bounce,’ are fair samples of how the 
Garber band can please the audience. 
And it’s a revelation to see how 
customers applaud some good old 
straight fiddling by the leader him- 
self. Otherwise, the outfit con- 
tributes the specialty imitations of 
Fritz Heilbron and some mild vocals 
from Jack Swift. Unusual instru- 
mentation, which includes two 
pianos, is brought out on the ‘Piano 
Concerto.” Setups also lists two 
trumpets, two trombones, four sax, 
drums and horn-string bass combo. 


Dubois is spotted early, juggling 
tennis balls, racquets, etc. Nearer 
closing Joe and Jane McKenna take 
over for slapstick comedy and adagio 
that’s by now standard vaudeville. 
Joe’s drunk interlude is still the best 
part of the act—up to the point 
where he dilutes it with the unneces- 
sary off-key piddlin’ bit. Alice 
Kavan’s tap dancing is above aver- 
age on a Harlem routine and a more 
appealing cape dance. 


As is usually the case at the Tower 
strength of the draw is the respon- 
sibility of the stage attraction, and 
‘Almost Married’ as screen partner 
doesn’t alter the situation any this 
week. Quin. 








ROXY, N. Y. 


Ben Beri, Toy & Wing, Hector & 
His Pals, Bob Hannon, Roxyettes (24), 
Esquires (12), Paul Ash House Band; 
‘Rings on Her Fingers’ (20th), re- 
viewed in ‘Variety,’ March 11, ’42. 








The corn grows tall on the Roxy 
stage this week. Stalks begin to 
peep through right from the start 
and achieve full blossom next to clos- 
ing with Bob Hannon leading a com- 
munity sing as lyrics are flashed on 
a moon strung from the flies. Com- 
bination of acts and numbers done 
the Roxyettes adds to the 
medieviality. It could all have 
easily been saved by frankly billing 
it as a flashback and inserting a 
couple of gags on that theme. 

Toy and Wing, with their veteran 
footwork, are the major saviors of 
the proceedings. The Orientals tee 
off with a pretty much usual ball- 
room interpretation and then go into 
amusing jitterbug routine. Miss 
Toy follows solo, 
things on her toes, and the pair wind 
up with a challenge session for top 
results. 

Juggler Ben Beri clicks okay with 
his comic handling of balls, Indian 
clubs and tambourines. 
slightly more emphasis on humor 
than skill. 

Hector and His Pals, dog act, is 
the third of the three turns added to 
the Roxy regulars. It’s deuced in 
the unusually routined show which 
finds Toy and Wing as the openers 
after singing intro by Bob Hannon 
and the chorines. They provide the 
setting for part of Toy and Wing's 
act, with Paul Ash’s house band on 
the stage behind them. 

Eleven pooches and a_ sweater- 
wearing lass supplement Hector. 
Here again the emphasis is on 
laughs rather than skill, with few of 
the dogs doing anything, but run- 
ning around as atmosphere. A few 
more stunts would be in order. As 
it is, it's Hector’s shouting instruc- 
tions and comment, done in the man- 
ner of a midway barker, that consti- 
tutes the major part of the act. It’s 
moderately amusing, but surpassed 
by a number of other dog turns. 

Roxyettes’ principal session is one 
of those ancient affairs in which the 


gals wear differently tuned bells, and! 


jas well as after they 


doing amazing | 


There’s | 





by jumping and rolling in proper 
order create what passes for a tune. 
It works out for mild results. In 
most of their stanzas gals work with 
a line of boys, the 12 Esquires. 
Hannon m.c.s and does a vocal sesh 
on his own, in addition .o leading 
the community sing. To add to the 
corniness of the latter, at the last 
show opening day (Thursday) the 
projectionist was still missing the 
‘moon’ on which he was to flash the 
words for the audience, and he was 
completely oblivious to the timing of 
the slides. Herb. 


STANLEY, PITT. 


Pittsburgh, April 24. 
Blackstone, Max Adkins Orch 
(16); ‘Lady Has Plans’ (Par). 








Original plan of WB deluxer for 
this week was to bring in a name 
band with Blackstone, letting orch 
and magician share the allotted 
hour. That might have been an 
okay idea, but nothing was available 
in the music line, so the sleight-of- 
hander has the stage to himself. And 
60 minutes of Blackstone is too 
much, for several reasons. 

In first place, he was here on his 
own just a year ago and hasn’t come 
back with a single new trick. Couple 
of minor bits have been inserted 
since then, but that’s all. In second 
place, it’s strictly an old-fashioned 
magic show, and after a town has 
seen Dante, as this one did couple 
of seasons ago, anything else along 
the same lines looks flat. And, in 
the present case, is. 

Illusions are pretty ordinary, and 
what show misses more than any- 
thing else is a startling novelty. 
Blackstone’s hand stuff, in one, while 
the big tricks are being set up on 
full stage isn’t bad, and his crossfire 


with audience’ recruits, chiefly 
youngsters, is good for several 
laughs. Whole setup, however, lacks 


zip and zing, the vet hocus-pocuser 
being too leisurely about everything. 

Fact that everything seemed to go 
haywire at opening show today 
didn’t help matters any either. The 
wires in the flies holding up Black- 
stone’s India rope were visible; the 
electrically-lighted box, in which the 
thin bulbs were supposed to pierce 
a femme assistant, wouldn’t work 
and several other stunts didn’t come 
off with anything even approaching 
dispatch. 

Last time around, Blackstone’s 
magic show was a novelty at the 
Stanley since that type of entertain- 
ment had been passe in the big film 
houses for years. This time, how- 
ever, the bloom has worn off, the 
unit has a frayed look around the 
edges and it doesn’t play like a big- 
timer. ‘ 

For the kids, it’s an hour of wide- 
eyed amazement; for the adults, it’s 
likely to be an hour of wide- 
mouthed yawning. Incidentally, 
Blackstone employs several comely 
gal helpers who are dressed spar- 
ingly and built well—and in the 
right places. 

Max Adkins’ house band stays in 
the pit throughout, playing the 
show’s sparing accompaniment, with 
Adkins himself and one or two of 
his men occasionally serving as 
stooges for the sleight-of-hander. 

Biz fair, with: the younger gen- 
eration in the minority. Cohen. 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 


(NEWSREELS) 





First pictures of the arrival of 
American troops in Australia, with 
shots of the boys aboard a convoy 
set foot on 
soil Down Under, highlight a some- 
what unexciting newsreel show here. 
Pathe, which brought back the Aus- 
tralian clips, also caught Gen. Mac- 
Arthur as he welcomed President 
Quezon of the Philippines and his 
wife on their arrival at Melbourne. 
As usual, the fighting general is 
strongly applauded. 

Russian Ambassador Maxim Lit- 
vinoff discourses on a five-point vic- 
tory in an exclusive for the Embassy 
Newsreel Theatres chain. He’s on 
too long and gets a bit tiresome. 

A poor film subject is Lieut. Ed- 
ward O’Hare, who was interviewed 
on his return to this country and 
then decorated by President Roose- 
velt. He suffered badly from stage- 
fright—after singlehanded downing 
of six Jap bombers in one engage- 
ment! 

On the action front, Universal 
sought to dramatize the recent air- 
raid on Japan, showing planes leav- 
ing a carrier, the supposed actual 
bombing of Tokyo and anti-aircraft 
Jap firing to supplement the com- 
mentary. The files apparently yield- 
ed this material. 5 

More dramatic are the last pic- 
tures taken in Rangoon by Maurice 
Ford, Par cameraman, who filmed an 
actual dogfight in the air and the 
plunge earthward of a Jap plane. 
There is a fast shot of the dead Jap 
aviator. 

Other clips on the bill include de- 
fense matters, army and government 
personalities, ship launchings, incen- 
diary bomb-making, bicycling in 
Paris, speculation as to the French 
fleet, a couple of Hawaii shots, some 
sports items and farmerettes in Texas. 

‘Tex’ McCrary, weekly Embassy 
feature, expatiates currently on West 
theatres in the chain of which it’s a 
Point and the influence of aviation, 








Unit Reviews 





Water Follies of ’42 


(STATE, HARTFORD) 


Hartford, April 25. 


Buster Crabbe, Hopkins Twins, Joe 
Peterson, Charlie Diehl, Larry Gris- 
wold, Corky Gilissen, Jim Marr, 
Dilly Dallies (4), Joe Seymour, 
Water Sirens (12). 


Since 1936 the National Water 
Shows Co. has been presenting out- 
door and arena water ‘productions.’ 
Now for the first time the company 
takes to theatres with a midget 
aquacade. 

And it’s not without misgivings. 
Skedded to open Tuesday (21) for a 
three-day break-in at the Empire in 
Fall River, Mass., it never did be- 
cause equipment failed to get there 
in time. Hartford date was all balled 
up, too, due.to a breakdown in truck 
transportation equipment. Tank, 19x 
12, wasn’t set up until 9 p.m. of open- 
ing day (Friday). House, which or- 
dinarily opens at 11:30 a.m., failed to 
open until after 6 p.m. And trou- 
bles weren’t over at 9. Tank sprang 
a couple of leaks and water was 30 
degrees too cold for the performers, 
headed by Buster Crabbe. 


Aquashow, second half of stage 
presentation, went on about 10 p.m. 
minus a springboard. As buik of 
aquactivity is on the plank, custom- 
ers were extremely disappointed and 
came close to rioting at the break of 
the show. Police riot squad was 
called out and rainchecks given to 
more than 1,000. At second show, at 
midnight for defense workers, the 
springboard was set and a fuller 
show presented. 

This type of setup is unsuited for 
theatre appearances. From indica- 
tions at midnight show caught, it is 
not especially tailored for places 
where the stage is small, and ‘there 
is insufficiency of room in the flies 
to allow plenty of free movement by 
divers. Tank used is largest ever in 
a theatre. Yet it was too cramping 
for action. Has a large plate-glass 
front through which aud is suppos- 
edly able to see performers in action. 

Unless human fish are alongside 
the glass, this is almost an impossi- 
bility. All that is visible is a sort of 
opaqueness. Only thing that may 
save show for theatres is its novelty 
and name value of performers plus 
the lure for the followers of aquac- 
tivity. Even at the State, where 
there is a tremendous amount of ex- 
cess space, the performers were han- 
dicapped. 

All the performers are vets of 
either east or west coast aquacades, 
with a couple of Olympic stars 
sprinkled in. Show gets off to a 
slow start with 12 girls doing a for- 
mation drill on the stage as Jimmy 
Marr attempts a vocal. Most of the 
action springs from the high plank. 
Totalled, show is really an exhibi- 
tion of common and difficult dives. 
It has no settings and little music, 
pit band having a couple of numbers 
with which it struggles. 

Use of linegirls is attempt to dress 
up show. Gals out twice, attired in 
abbreviated maritime costumes. 
They’re eyefuls. Six of them go into 
the tank for a briefie bit of unison 
swimming, most of which wasn’t vis- 
ible to the pew purchasers. 

Crabbe is gasp for the gals, giving 
an exhibition of swimming evolu- 
tion from the dog paddle through to 
the modernized Americancrawl. Got 
a strong hand. Joe Seymour, Corky 
Gilissen, Joe Peterson and Charlie 
Diehl unleash some solid dive stunt- 
ing. 

Hopkins Twins (femmes) do pre- 
cision swimming. As most of their 
work is inside the tank, a great part 
of it was left a secret to the audi- 
ence. What little was seen was 
skilfully executed. Quartet, Dilly 
Dallies, click with some briefie comic 
diving and antics. Bulk of comedy 
work is left to Larry Griswold, Lad 
does a drunken bit that is a wow. 
Starts by being chased on stage by 
a couple of ushers, landing on the 
dive board for cleverly executed 
comic-acro work. Bit too long and 
could be shortened. 

Show opens at Loew’s State this 
week and goes next week to RKO in 
Boston. Eck. 


A NIGHT IN RIO 


(BROADWAY, CHARLOTTE, N. C.) 











Charlotte, N. C., April 18. 
Chiquith Velez, Dimas & Anita, 
Ming, Stanley Burns, Stewart & 
Taylor, Congettes (7), Rio Rhythm- 
airs (6); ‘Frisco Lil’ (U). 





‘A Night in Rio’ isa so-so unit, 
with no standard acts. Best per- 
formance is turned in by ing, 
Chinese magician, who does a work- 
manlike job in a fast-moving stint. 
Although he uses much standard ma- 
terial—pulling lighted cigarets out 
of air and cutting and putting rope 





while Kaltenborn discusses three 
questions picked from among those 
left by patrons of the Emb and other 
part. Many of the questions selected 
by Kaltenborn are from out-of-town. 

‘Historic Maryland’ (M-G), short 
in the James A. FitzPatrick series, 





rounds out. It’s a very interesting 
briefie. Char. 





ends back together—he does it with 
showmanship. 

Dimas and Anita, featured Span- 
ish team, step through two Latin 
ballroom routines. Although both 
are executed with technical preci- 
sion, they are only so-so from the 
standpoint of showmanship. Chi- 
quith Velez is impreszive with a 
jungle dance backed up by the line. 
She neatly captures the spirit of the 
jungle. 

Stewart and Taylor are on twice in 
acomic turn. Their first is a hodge- 
podge of &28s and songs featuring 
tewart. ags are good and singin 
fair. They come back later wit 
girl from line for a standard skit 
about the smart guy showing the 
dumb guy how to make love to the 
girl, with the dumb guy doing the 
est job. 

Stanley Burns is amusing in a 
dummy turn with a lot of routine 
patter but with enough novelty to 
get it by. Line is so-so in three stan- 
dard numbers. Their best is with 
Chiquith Velez in her jungle num- 
ber. Band plays from pit. Juat 

us ° 


Fair biz on show caught. 
FOUR-STAR REVUE 
(BROADWAY, CHARLOTTE, N. C.} 

Charlotte, N. C., April 25, 
Dare Devil Dault & Millicent, 
Frankie Marlowe, Cal Gwin, Edison 
& Louise, Ferrante Bros. & Evelyn, 


Line (8), Jimmy Powers’ Band (5); 
‘Mississippi Gambler’ (U). 


‘Four-Star Revue’ is a clean, fast- 
moving unit with enough punch to 
carry it for strong audience recep- 
tion. Top act is closing acrobatic 
turn of Dare Devil Dault,. who hice 
coughingly stacks table on table un- 
til he gets a four-decker upon which 
he stands on two chairs resting on 
botiles. This stunt is built up with 
plenty of showmanship and milks 
audience for plenty plaudits. Milli- 
cent merely assists, handing him 
props. 

Cal Gwin, trumpeter, scores heav- 
ily with his impressions of the styles 
of Harry James, Henry Busse, Ziggy 
Elman and Clyde McCoy. He toots 
a mean trumpet and his best imper- 
sonation is of Clyde McCoy’s ‘Sugar 
Blues.’ Frankie Marlowe clicks 
nicely with a novelty in which he 
works in audience, blowing balloons 
and fashioning them into all-type 
animals and giving them to custom- 
ers. It made a hit with audience 
and he handled himself nicely in 
banter with customers. He also 
topped off act with a dash of contor- 
tioning, doing a split while standing 
atop two chairs. 

The Ferrante Bros. and Evelyn 
open with a standard acro turn 
which moves at fast pace. They 
work in some nice lifts and balances 
for heavy plaudits. -However, their 
best is a second turn, in which they 
are billed as The Two Flares, done 
in radium. Edison and Louise are 
so-so with a novelty’/act which in- 
cludes playing of prop instruments, 
clowning, singing and two dogs. 

Line fair in three routine dances. 
Band plays from stage. 

Good house on show caught. 

Just. 











New Act 


WESTON 








DORRIS 
Songs 

8 Mins. 
Hotel Pierre, N. Y. 

Heralded with a screen and radio 
rep, it appears Dorris Weston was 
in a Dick Powell-Warner Bros. film- 
usical, ‘Singing Marine,’ and she re- 
prises a medley from that picture as 
the piece-de-resistance of an other- 
wise static song repertoire. Comely, 
and with fetching personality, her 
decorativeness is undoubtedly her 
prime appeal for a class spot like 
the Hotel Pierre’s Cotillion Room, 
but that’s not enough. 

‘Walk Without You, Baby’ and ‘I 
Remember’ preceded the WB ex- 
cerpts, all in a fragile voice which 
even the mike can’t embellish into 
sufficiently authoritative robustness. 
Surprisingly enough, she once vo- 
calized with Ray Noble’s band. Any- 
way, on her own, she’s the prettiest 
thing in the room. Abel. 


LAE. F. Squawks 


ciety, distrib organization, and Cine- 
matograph Exhibs Assn., exhib 
group, to the effect that pictures sup- 
plied to the armed forces must be 
limited to those released here six 
months or more previously. 

KRS agrees that all members of 
the armed services are entitled to 
up-to-date pictures as much as civil- 
ians, but they’re currently stuck with 
the CEA agreement. Matter is re- 
portedly being discussed with exhibs 
by a distrib committee, including 
Sam Smith, Republic; Sam Eckman, 
Metro; Charles Woolf, Universal; Joe 
Friedman, Columbia, and two British 
distribs, Freddie Baker and Ben 
Henry. 
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Bway B.0. Level OX: Vauder Fine 
$23,000, Ditto Moon’, $16,600: 
‘Jr. Miss, $16,500, Still Rides High 


Broadway held up fairly well last 
week, when the weather was sum- 
mery. One new show last week, 
‘What Big Ears,’ was socked by the 
critics and disappeared Saturday 
(25). A solo premiere this week is 
‘The Life of Reilly,’ Broadhurst, 
Wednesday (29). Not more than five 
new shows are due during May. 


Estimates for Last Week 

Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 

‘Angel Street,’ Golden (20th week) 
(D-789; $3.30). Only English meller | 
to make a run of it this season; looks 
good into summer; some variance, 
but around $12,000 again. 

‘Arsenic nd Old Lace,’ Fulton (67th 
week) (CD-838; $3.30). Looking for- 
ward to another summer, with busi- 


ness indicating that likely; rated 
around $13,000. 
‘Best Fcot Forward,’ Barrymore 


(30th week) (M-1,194; $4.40). Slight- 
ly better last week for run musical, 
which is well on the right side of 
the ledger; quoted well over $18,- 
000. 

‘Blithe Spirit,’ Morosco (25th week) 
(CD-936; $3.30). Critics award as 
best play from abroad hypoed busi- 
ness somewhat, gross claimed to be 
$15,600. 

‘Cafe Crown,’ Cort (13th week) 
(CD-1,064: $3.30). East Side comedy 
appears to be grooved around $8,000 
mark, with takings sometimes sev- 
eral hundred more; making an oper- 
ating profit. 

‘Guest in the House,’ Plymouth (9th 
week) (CD-1,057; $3.30). Slated to 
run through May or longer, manage- 
ment guaranteeing four more weeks 
in a salary cut agreement; rated 
around $9,000. 

‘Jason,’ Hudson (14th week) (CD-. 
1,094; $3.30). Went up several hun- 
dred probably because of mention by 
the critics in their session, which 
failed to name a best play; around 
$5,000. 

‘Johnny 2x4, Longacre (5th week) 
(C-1,016; $330). Still a mild money 
show; last week quoted bit over 
$5,500, but claimed engagement will 
continue if that level is approxi- 
mated 

‘Junior Miss,’ Lyceum (23d week) 
(CD-1,004; $3.30). Most popular of 
season’s comedies comes close to sell- 
ing out at all performances; $16,500. 

‘Lady in the Dark, Alvin (re- 
sumed) (53d week) (M-1,387; $4.40), 
Announced to play through May, 
which gives last eason’s sock musi- 
cal another four weeks; around 
$21,000. 

‘Let’s Face It,’ Imperial (26th week) 
(M-1,450; $4.40). Claims to be better- 
ing estimated recent grosses, with 
last week's takings rated around 
$31,500; easily top musical comedy of 
season, 

‘Life of Reilly,’ Broadhurst (C-1,- 
142; $3.30). Presented by Day Tuttle 
and Harald J. Bromley; written by 
William Roos; dress rehearsals re- 
garded promising; opens Wednes- 
day (29). 

‘Life With Father,’ Empire (128th 
week) (C-1,082; $3.30). anagement 
confident that list’s longest stayer 
will easily go through another sum- 
mer; around $12,000. 

‘My Sister Eileen,’ Biltmore (70th 
week) (CD-891; $3.30). Can turn the 
trick, too, and business last week 
indicates it will; considerably helped 
since adding Sundays; over $11,500 
again. 

‘Sons o’ Fun,’ Winter Garden (21st 





Shows in Rehearsal 


‘Comes the Revelation’—John 
Morris Chanin, Rickard Karlan. 

‘All’s Fair’— Wiman, Rogers, 
Kollmar. 

‘Punch and Julia’—Guthrie Mc- 
Clintic. 

‘Uncle Harry’ — Clifford Hay- 
man, Lennie Hatten. 

‘The Strings My Lord are 
False’—Choate; Kirkland. 











ance that is offish; turn-away at 
weekends, with gross claimed over 
$37,000. 

‘Spring Again,’. Playhouse (24th 
week) (CD-865; $3.30). Will better a 
sixth-month tay: operating profit 
right along for play that was in 
doubt early in run; $8,500. 

‘The Moon Is Down,’ Martin Beck 
(3d week) (D-1,214; $3.30). Not sell- 
ing out, but drawing much better 
than first-nighters indicated and get- 
ting as much if not more than any 
other straight play; over $16,600 
quoted; theatre parties helping. 

‘What Big Ears,’ Windsor. Yanked 
after playing cne week; got next to 
nothing after first night; house may 
get ‘Uncle Harry.’ 

*Yesterday’s Magic,” Guild (2d 
week) (D-956; $3.30). Rated around 
$10,000, which is moderate money; 
claimed to be satisfactory, but en- 
gagement not likely to play beyond 


May 30, 
REVIVALS 

‘Candida,’ Shubert. Shavian revi- 
val for Army and Navy Relief Funds 
drew raves from critics; name cast 
playing four matinees this week and 
Sunday (3) night. 

‘Porgy and Bess,’ Majestic (14th 
week) (M-1,175; $2.75). Chances of 
playing. through summer are good, 
with show due to get support of 
vacationers; over $21,000 estimated. 

‘Nathan the Wise,’ Belasco. Closed 
after three weeks; house gets ‘The 
Walking Gentleman’ next week. 

ADDED 

‘Keep ’Em Smiling,’ 44th St. (1,385; 
$2.20). Vaude-revue opened last 
Friday (24) and drew fairly good 
press. 

‘Priorities of 1242,’ 46th St. (5th 
week) (1,347; $2.20). Vaudeville show 
started a two-a-day vogue; with no 
production nut is making excellent 
profit; $23,000 estimated. 


‘CLAUDIA SWEET 
$12,500 IN HUB 


Boston, April 28. 

‘Claudia’ opened a two-week stand 
last week with a smart tally, and 
‘Without Love’ took a socko gross for 
its third and final stanza here. 
‘Blossom Time’ showed enough 
strength to be held for a second 
frame. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Without Love,’ Colonial (3d wk) 
(1,643; $3.30). The Hepburn-Nugent 
starrer had been socko ever since 
opening night; final frame hit $25,000. 

‘Claudia,’ Wilbur (Ist wk) (1,227; 
$2.75). Enjoying a sweet reputation 
from the New York run, this one 
chalked up good $12,500 for the ini- 
tial stanza. One more week. 

‘Blossom Time,’ Shubert (1,590; 











week) (CD-1,519: $4.40). Thursday 


night appears to be only perform- | 


FATHER’ FINE $18,600 
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“YOU'RE IN THE ARMY NOW" 
WARNER BROS. 
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| were still full of vigor in their third 
| week, with no sign of a letup. 


$2.75). Everett Marshall tops the 
east this time. First week around 
$13,000. 





IN VIGOROUS FRISCO 


San Francisco, April 28. | 
San Francisco’s two legits, ‘Life 
With Father’ and ‘My Sister Eileen,’ 


‘Eileen’ will leave May 9, to make 
way for the San Francisco Civic 
Light Opera Company, opening May 
11 at the Curran. : 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Life With Father,’ Geary (3d wk) 
(1,500; $2.75). Capacity audiences 
here the rule, with receipts not 
straying far from $18,600 last week. 

‘My Sister Eileen,’ Curran (3d wk) 
(1,774; $1.65). Repeat booking at 
bargain counter rates adding up to 
$11,000. 





Hollywood, April 28. 
‘Life With Father,’ lone legiter in 
the Hollywood-Los Angeles area, 
clicked in the third week at the 
Music Box with estimated $14,500. 
Advance sale is particularly strong, 
especially for the weekends, and 








show is geting favorable enough 


‘Macbeth’, $23,000, Gives 
St. L. Best W’k of Season 


St. Louis, April 28. 

One of the banner takes of the 
current season was hung up last 
week during the one-week stand of 
‘Macbeth,’ with Maurice Evans and 
Judith Anderson in the top roles. 
Piece closed eight-performance 
session at the American theatre 
Saturday (25) with an estimated 
take of $23,000. House was scaled 
to $2.80. Crix tossed gobs of posies. 

‘Watch On the Rhine,’ starring 
Paul Lukas, Lucille Watson and 
Mady Christians, opened one week 
stand last night (Monday). This 
piece will wind up the local legit 
season. 


Bawdiness Pays 
Well in Chicago; 
Ladies Top 176 


Chicago, April 28. 

‘Good Night Ladies’ looks like best 
b.o. show of the season. At the 
Blackstone, the bawdy play is doing 
more business than the other two 
shows together. Latter are ‘Blithe 
Spirit’ and ‘Angel Street.’ 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Angel Street,’ Harris (6th week) 
(1,000; $2.75). Very sad here and 
can’t stay much longer at the pace. 
ot ii sharply and last week took 


‘Blithe Spirii,”, Selwyn (10th week) 
(1,000; $2.75). Weakening, but indi- 
cates ability to stick for a couple of 
more months at last week’s $9,500 


take. 

‘Good Night Ladies,’ Blackstone 
(2d week) (1.200; $2.75). Skyrock- 
eted to capacity on second week; 


great $17,000. 


‘ARSENIC FINE 
$18,000, PHILLY 


Philadeiphia, April 28. 
Everything was hotsy-totsy with 
Philly’s legit biz last week. In fact, 
all three offerings were good at the 
boxoffice. 
Estimates for Last Week 
‘Panama Hattie,’ Forrest (2d week) 
(1,800; $3.42). Got fairly strong $19,- 
700, and run here seems indefinite. 
‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ Walnut 
(Ist week) (1,700; $2.85). Very 
sweet $18,000 on first of four weeks, 
first two being on ATS subscription. 
Management positive in saying it 
cannot be held longer than month. 
‘My Sister Eileen,’ Locust (3d 
week) (1,500; $2.85). Still going along 
smoothly and grazed $9,000 last 
week, justifying two-week extension 
of stay. Might even hold longer. 


‘RHINE’ GREAT $20,000 
IN DET.; ‘EILEEN,’ 86 


Detroit, April 28. 

‘Watch on the Rhine’ rung through 
with an estimated $22,000 in its week 
at the Cass here, playing at near ca- 
pacity. Late season here continues 
strong, with the figure set in eight 
performances at $3.30 top. Play was 
followed by ‘Claudia,’ which opened 
yesterday (Monday) for two weeks. 

Winding up a six-week stay at 
the Shubert-Lafayette at bargain 
prices, ‘Sister Eileen’ closed its final 
week with an approximate $8,100. 
t méant close to $50,000 for the com- 
edy sold at $1 top. It was followed 
in Sunday (26) by ‘George Wash- 
ington Siept same 
prices. 


Kickers’ Builds Up 
In Balto to $16,500 


Baltimore, April 28. 

Both legit houses here were open 
last week. Ford’s had ‘High Kickers,’ 
while the. indie-booked Maryland, 
completing its pre-sale contracts 
prior to takeover by new owner, 
C. W. Hicks, had annual visit of the 
Columbia Opera Co. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Columbia Opera Co., Maryland 
(1,570; $1.67). Annual visit of troupe 
under direction of Armand Bagarozy 
essayed rep of 10 standards with vis- 
iting names in lead roles, but failed 
to come up to previous takes. Inched 
out fairish $9,300. 

‘High Kickers,’ Ford’s (1,900: $3.33). 
Off to rather weak opening, musical 
built on highly favorable reception 
from crix, picking up nightly in 
healthy swaths and winding up with 




















Here’ at the 














comment to indicate a long stay. 


alright $16,500. 


Inside Stuf—Legit 


Mary Boland sent Equity a telegram of thanks for the treatment by the 
council of the charges against her as the result of the star having walked 
out on ‘The Rivals’ in Chicago recently. Although she was fined $500 for 
disregarding Equity’s rules, it is now clear that Miss Boland came out of 
the situation luckily. 

It was explained that the Theatre Guild did not withdraw its charges of 
contract breaching, although it had been so stated. Guild withdrew a 
claim for $4,000 damages against Miss Boland, which was the princival 
reason why the council dismissed the charges, then fined the actress as a 
matter of discipline. There were actually two sets of charges against her, 
one having been filed by the Equity deputy of the ‘Rivals’ company. 

Miss Boland had a run of the play contract calling for $1,000 weekly. 
‘Rivals’ did not continue four weeks after she quit, but the action of the 
Guild in dropping its damage claim was a surprise. 








In his column last Thursday (23) Walter Winchell mentioned that the 
Chicago company of ‘Blithe Spirit’ had closed, reporting a squabble be- 
tween Dennis King, Estelle Winwood and Carol Goodner as the reason. 
Office of John C Wilson was mystified over the erroneous item, the Noel 
Coward comedy now playing its 10th week in the Loop at the Selwyn. 
Column, which was used in the N. Y. Mirror, was also printed intact by 
the Chicago Herald-Examiner, the desk of that daily not catching the 
mistake. Winchell corrected it later. 

King telephoned Wilse and said there was no argument between the 
actresses and himself, aiso saying he had invited them to dine with him 
that evening. Coward’s own experiences in Chicago were not exactly 
pleasant and early in his career, when he appeared there in ‘The Vortex,’ 
wrote on the dressing room wall, ‘Noel Coward Died Here,’ after seeing 
the notices. He mentions the incident in his book, ‘Present Indicative.’ 





The ‘Oscar Wilde’ case still continues before a master appointed by the 
court, who is attempting to arrive at the amount of damages which should 
be paid the widow of Frank Harris, whose book on Wilde was pirated in 
the dramatization. Thousands of pages of testimony have been accumu- 
lated and witnesses who had nothing to do with the presentation have 
been summoned. 

Arthur Hopkins, who did not see tne performance but read the book 
and drama script, John Anderson, critic for the N. Y. Journal-American, 
and John Byram, Paramount’s play expert and former newspaperman, 
are among those who expressed their opinions to the master. Understood 
they were called at the request of Gilbert Miller, co-producer of ‘Wilde,’ 
although his name was not billed. 





Report that there is Skouras money in back of ‘Johnny 2 x 4,’ Long- 
acre, N. Y., is said not to be correct. Idea that the picture house opera- 
tors were interested probably arose from the fact that a niece of the 
Skourases is wed to Rowland Brown, who produced the show. 

Lodewick Vroom has resigned as manager of ‘Johnny,’ Eddie Sobel 
replacing, wh*'e Charles Washburn is now handling the press in place 

Mary March, 





Irving Berlin is shipping his piano to Camp Upton, Long Island, where 
he will headquarter while completing the writing and casting of the sec- 
ond World War’s ‘Yip, Yip, Yaphank’ show, to be called ‘This Is the Army.’ 
It’s primed for July 4 premiere on Broadway, at the Broadway theatre, 
with a b.o. goal of $250,000 for Army Relief. Berlin will stay at Upton, 
where he was a private in 1918, until the production is ready for its N. Y. 
bow. : 





Report that Luise Rainer was adverse to playing the Flatbush, Brooklyn, 
and Windsor, Bronx, in ‘A Kiss For Cinderella,’ was not correct, she states, 
She adds that she looked forward to appearing in the neighborhood houses. 
According to others in the cast, Ralph Forbes and Cecil Humphreys were 
upstage in the matter. : 

‘Cinderella’ was revived at the Music Box, N. Y., where it played six 
weeks to rather mild grosses, 





Sam Gerson is reported still seriously ill in Chicago. He was recently 
moved from the Michael Reese to the Presbyterian hospital, where he is 
being treated by a specialist. Gerson formerly represented the Shuberts 
in Chicago, but resigned to take over the Grand Opera House. 

Venture was a costly error, house going heavily in the red and Gerson’s 
illness dates from the time he was forced to give up the Grand. 





John H. Morris (Harvard, '29), New York’s sixth deputy police com- 
missioner, recently placed in charge of New York city civilian defense by 
Mayor La Guardia, has a show biz background. He formerly performed 
with Theatre Guild children revues and also at the Falmouth, Mass., 
strawhat. 





Peterborough players, strawhat group conducted by Edith Bond Stearns 
at Peterborough, N. H., has for the last nine years had an Equity fran- 
chise. Inadvertently stated last week that the spot was non-Equity. 


HELLY’ GETS $19,000 || Play Out of Town 
IN WASH. WINDUP The Walking Gentlemen 


Washington, April 28 Wilmington, Del., April 25 
shington, ‘ 


Melodrama by Grace Perkins and Fulton 




















‘Hellzapoppin’ bowed out of the Oursler in three acts and four scenes. Tea- 
National theatre with an estimated | tures Victor Francen, Arlene Francis and 
| $19,000 for the farewell seven days. | Richard Gaines; staged by Marion Gering 

: . | ae etting , ¢ ‘ I ar rhting »v 
| This was a jump of $1,000 over the | —— Pg MB gay odd eatins OF 
| previous week. On its original fort- Marion Gering at the Playhouse, April 24- 


|night here the gross was $51,000, so} 25, "42. at $2.20 top. 





| that the revue had a total of $88,000 | Mrs. Shriver............++. Marger P, shy 2 
|for Washington performances. |WMoris. 0... 6s eee cee eee ween: Arlene <n 
— _ ° me hh ARR ee eee T Richard Ga s 
Figured that the film version hurt | Sly Beem, ..s,cshouenacsss sl Jane Forbes 
the stage attraction. First two weeks | Savage............sceeeee+++-Clay Clement 
were played before the picture was | Father Benoit.......-....-+...Arm Id ve 
screened. On its return fortnight | PPazler.......-seeeeeeeeeees mesic. tae pare 
é : . : ED BORE, cc ccedesevctonuccstee Jose Ruben 
Hellz’ played after the picture was| jin rake... 177 Cledge Roberts 
shown at Keith’s. : CNDRTIOINR 8s 40s sst0eee. Roderick Maybes 
National has ‘High Kickers’ this | Elsie Ellis..................Margo Railton 
week. PONOOIR Ss iiccsseedsbeseces Ross ( ae = 
Connie. ..ccccccccccsccssceccsecs dane POTrne 
EMOIVB os 00h sciseseceegesesus David Stewart 
‘C 5 5 40 H rt POCI sss ce eeeccenseepesseces A. J. ee 
Marmot... .ccccccseccccvccssccs: Oscar Po 
orn 3 $1 ’ 0, u Baa Morrent..cccscccccpoces Victor Francen 
WEEMIOS ... 5s cecetescuseccosesss Lew Hearn 
By Toronto Heat Myrtle Tracey....ccccsccceses: Toni + mete 
. a BROS. 50 00bssee cee see ie Duures 
Toronto, April 28. | haura Oakes aoe teaebes 
: . a Officer Blum.........++++- Roderick Ma; 
With Miss Barrymore in ‘Corn Is| Fingerprint Man......---.+-++ John Smythe 
Green,’ Royal Alexandra here grossed | Police Photographer........ Tommy Thomas 


estimated $15,400, with 1,552-seater 
scaled at $2.50 plus 20% war tax. 

Figure was satisfactory, but wun- 
seasonal heat-wave hurt expected 
better business. 





As melodramas go, this new play 
has a chance for survival, provided 
some strenuous work is done be- 
tween now and the New York open- 
ing. Written by — meer ws 
‘ Sees 8 ° 91 | his wife, Grace Perkins, the ma 
Vanities’ 7'//7,G in Mont’l | tie, %.'t provide thrills through the 

Montreal, April 28. study of a witty effervescent villain 

Earl Carroll’s ‘Vanities’ at His|who specializes in strangling girls 
Majesty’s (17-23), seven nites and| who remind him of his ex-wife. _ 
five mats, 75c to $2.50 plus tax,| Strangely enough, the first act 1s 
grossed an estimated $7,500, n.g. the best. The opening scene in 4 

Show moved from here to Audi-|psychiatrist’s office sets the prope! 
torium, Ottawa. (Continued on page 52) 
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Casts Talk of Insuring Their Stars As 
Protection Against Sudden Closings 





Aftermath of the abrupt closing 
of ‘Banjo Eyes’ at Warners Holly- 
wood, N. Y., may result in supporting 
casts protecting themselves, as do 
some managers, by insuring the star 
against illness. Instance of the latter 
idea was the insuring of Gertrude 
Lawrence by the management of 
‘Lady In The Dark,’ Alvin, N. Y. New 
idea, if developed, would be used 
when a star is regarded as irreplace- 
able. In the case of ‘Bango,’ Cantor’s 
iliness tossed the large cast, plus 
back stage crew, musicians, etc., 
suddenly out of work; some 200 
people in all. 

When Eddie Cantor went to the 
hospital for a minor operation, and 
later stated he did not feel he could 
resume in ‘Banjo’ within a reason- 
able period, it was reported that in- 
suring the comedian had been pro- 
posed to A. L. Berman, general man- 
ager of the musical, although it was 
produced by Warner Bros, and Can- 
tor, with the latter said to have 
sold most of his share. Berman was 
supposed to have considered the in- 
surance plan, but it was not con- 
summated. 

Could Have Protected Investment 

Now clear that had Cantor been 
insured against illness the venture 
would have come out even, or with 
some profit, it having closed still in 
red on production for $100,000. Play- 
ers and others in the company of 
‘Banjo’ have figured how they may 
have been generously renumerated 
had they taken out a policy. Cost 
of $125,000 policy approximates $10,- 
000, and it was figured that, on a 
pro rata basis, premium would have 
been small per person. Protection 
plan may be considered by the stage 
managers association for future ap- 
plication and would doubtless get the 
nod of Equity, which, however, 
could not figure directly in any such 
deal. 

While Cantor’s indisposition is 
stated to be the primary cause of 
the closing, there are sundry reports 
of contributing factors. However, 
there appears to be no foundation to 
an intimation of a ruction between 
the star and Warners. Cantor leaves 
Friday (1) for Palm Springs. 

Production of ‘Banjo Eyes’ was 
offered for sale on Monday (27), pre- 
cluding any chance of Eddie Cantor 
resuming in the show which recently 
closed at Warners Hollywood, N. Y., 
when the star was taken ill. Settings 
were built for the Hollywood and 
there is no other stage of similar 
size available on Broadway. 

Dismantling of the show has start- 
ed. House will revert to pictures 
late in May, when Warners ‘Yankee 
Doodle Dandy,’ the George M. Cohan 
biographical film, will start showing. 





HORGAN’S LINCOLN PLAY | 


TO GET TEST SHOWING 


Experimental Theatre, which was 
created late last spring but has been 
inactive since then, will soon present 
‘Death, Mr. President,’ a Lincoln 
drama by Paul Horgan. It is re- 
garded as a fine work, but for vari- 
ous reasons did not reach production. 
Brock Pemberton thought so well 
of the Horgan play that he optioned 
the rights for three years at a cost 
said to be around $3,000. 

When ‘Mr. President’ first cropped 
up, ‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois,’ by Rob- 
ert E. Sherwood, had scored and at 
the time it was not figured that 
another Lincoln play might be ap- 
preciated. Pemberton, however, 
tried to get the show on the boards 
this season, but was stymied by 
being unable to cast the lead as he 
wished. It was also understood that 
the backing sought was unavailable. 

The Experimental idea was made 
possible by an agreement between 
the Dramatists Guild and Equity, 
and calls for showings without 
scenery and only elementary props. 
Mr. President’ does not call for ex- 
ceptional production. 

Actors are not paid in such pres- 
entations, but there are many ap- 
Plications for the jobs, as it gives the 
Player an opportunity to be seen by 
managers. If experimental plays are 
regularly produced after the test 
showing, a small percentage of re- 
ceipts is payable to the group, part 
of such coin to\be shared by the 
original players. Same applies if 
there is picture rights money. 

Although most of her time is de- 
voted to the American Theatre Wing, 


Antoinette Perry will direct ‘Mr. 
President,’ 





és. 
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| Says a 





No Coolers 


Washington, April 28. 

There will be no priorities for 
theatre cooling systems according to 
the War Production Board. Decision 
means that the National theatre’s 
plans for a cooler this summer will 
be abandoned and the playhouse will 
rely upon a battery of fans. 

Half a dozen producers are pre- 
pared to gamble with the Washing- 
ton heat and keep the house open 
during June, July, August and Sep- 
tember. Figured that gas rationing 
will keep the abnormal populace 
within the city limits and any kind 
of stage entertainment will find a 
paying audience. 


Bamberger On Own At 
Bucks County; Ann Arbor 
Lines Up Guest Stars 


Theron Bamberger will have sole 
operation this summer of the Bucks 
County playhouse, New Hope, Pa., as 
Kenyon Nicholson, who has been as- 
sociated in the management the last 
two seasons, will enter the army 
soon. 

Strawhat opens June 5 for 15 
weeks. Policy of guest directors will 
be followed again. 











Ann Arbor’s Sked 
Ann Arbor, Mich., April 28. 

Ann Arbor Drama festival opens 
its annual spring schedule May 11 
with Francis Lederer in ‘No Time for 
Comedy.’ Subsequent offerings will 
be Michael Whalen and Madge 
Evans in ‘Petticoat Fever,’ Florence 
Reed in ‘Suspect,’ and Jose Ferrer 
in ‘Charley’s Aunt.’ Season ends 
June 6. 

Valentine B. Windt returns as di- 
rector, with Mrs. Lucille W. Walz 
as business manager and James D. 
Murnan company manager. 





Mary Barthelmess Signed 

Cambridge, Mass., April 28. 
Mary Barthelmess, daughter of 
Richard, has been signed as the sea- 
son’s ingenue by the 
Summer theatre. Also signed for 
the resident company of the straw- 
hat, which opens May 11, are: Allen 
Tower, Nancy Duncan and Charles 
Bell. Louise Kanasireff, William 
Mendrek and Helen Gillette are 

holdover players from last season. 
Robert E. Perry will direct and 
Andrew Mack will do the sets for 
the 18-week season. Stan Warren 

is again the p.a. for this strawhat. 





Giving Critics a Ride 
Washington, April 28. 
Steve Cochran will furnish trans- 
portation for Washington and Balti- 
more critics when he opens the 


|strawhat season at his Olney theatre 
lon May 18. 


Cochran will have an Equity com- 
pany, with Eddie Dowling as the first 
guest star in ‘George Washington 
Slept Here.’ Besides enlarging the 
theatre and increasing its capacity to 
1,000, a popular priced restaurant ad- 
joins the playhouse with rooms and 
board available for his company. 
Renovations cost $10,000. 





| Not Condensing ‘Kickers’ 





appearing with 

‘High Kickers,’ 
report that the show will be 
condensed into a tab is incorrect. 
‘Kickers’ is in Washington and will 
play Chicago for two weeks or 
more. 

Jessel expects to be available for 
individual bookings thereafter in 
about four weeks, possibly for one 
of those Clifford Fischer (Shubert’s) 
vaudeville shows. 


‘Pursuit’s’ Switch 
‘Pursuit of Happiness,’ with 
Francis Lederer topping, started out 


as a stock outfit then switched to a 
production basis. That may explain 


George Jessel, 





into Worcester, Mass., recently, but 
the stand was not played. 

Understood the management of 
the little theatre in the Municipal 
auditorium in Worcester was stuck 
with the newspaper ads on ‘Happi- 
ness.” J. Harold Kennedy is pre- 
senting. 


Cambridge | 


Capt. Waters Seriously Il 


Capt. Pierce-Power Waters is in 
serious condition at his Bayside 
home, after being hospitalized for 
some time. He was general man- 
ager for Joseph Verner Reed and 
other socialite showmen, and later 
was connected with Maurice Evans. 
Waters was back with ‘My Dear 
Children’ during the various episodes 
in which John Barrymore figured 
when starred in that attraction. 

Close association with the star in- 
spired a book on Barrymore, written 
by Mrs. Waters. 


N. Y. Legit House 
Strike Ends Just 
Before Sat. Mat. 


Union flareups occurred around 
Broadway legit theatres late last 
week, with the porters and cleaners 
union picketing Saturday (25) until 
half an hour before matinee curtain 
time. The ‘strike’ was suddenly 
called off when it was evident that 
the actors, stagehands and musicians 
would not participate, having crossed 
the picket line and ready to start 
performances. 

Porters and cleaners sought a 20% 
salary increase, but the managers 
claimed they could not pay more 
wages, what with the number of un- 
lighted theatres and general condi- 
tions at this period of the season. 
Union then set a deadline and voted 
to picket early Saturday morning. 
Around noon the managers are said 
to have made an offer for slightly 
less than 10% better pay, which was 
okayed but it was agreed to con- 
sider the matter further. Jerry 
| Chaken, head of the porters bunch, 
| was their negotiator. 

Situation was quite confused when 
it was claimed the combined theatre 
crafts, headed by Vincent Jacobi, 
would support the strike. Equity is 
|not in the combo. Jacobi is a busi- 
|ness agent for the stagehands local, 
| which led to an idea that the deck- 
hands would strike in sympathy. 
Frorn authoritative sources, however, 
it was known that the crews would 
| Stay on the job, because having a 
| contract with the managers. Equity 
'at first said the actors would not 
cross the picket line if the strike 
was ‘legal. What that meant was 
not clear, but it was known they 
would appear if the stagehands were 
on the job. 

Technically the 














stagehands con- 
tract expired Feb. 1, but it has a 
|continuing agreement until such 
time that a new contract is agreed 
upon. Several confabs for that pur- 
pose were held with the League of 
New York Theatres, but further ses- 
sions will probably be necessary. 
Friday (24) the stagehdnds sought 
a larger crew backstage at the 44th 
| Street for the vaude revue ‘Keep 
|’Em Smiling’ There was a tilt be- 
| tween Jacot and Lee Shubert, who 
|operates the house. Maneger said 
ihe wouldn’t open the show, but he 
|did and the union angle was evi- 
| dently satisfactorily settled. 
} 


Guests at Forrest Home 


| Celebrate Bard’s Birth 


Philadelphia, April 28. 
The ‘guests’ at the Edwin Forrest 
Home for Actors held their annual 











celebration of the birthday of 
| William Shakespeare on Thursday} 
| (23) with a costumed presentation | 


of the Bard’s greatest works. 


| Among the retired aged thesps who 
| took part were William H. Turner, 
| Mrs. Turner, Helen Potter Jackson, 
| Julia Stuart, Josephine Morse, 

Joseph Greene, Herbert D. Fortier, 
| Maude Nolan, Helen Van Hoose and 
Hal Forde. 

The home in Fairmount Park is 
supported by the will of Edwin For- 
rest, leading stage figure of the last 
century. There are 13 guests in all. 


Abbott Signs Lester 


Jerry Lester has been signed by 





. | George Abbott for comedy lead in 
the mixup that had the show billed | 


‘Beat the Band,’ musical set for pro- 
duction in New York next fall. 
Lester, who has had a shot at radio 
as summer replacement for Bing 
Crosby, is mostly a nitery and vaude 
entertainer. 

He was signed by Abbott during 
arun at the Strand theatre, N. Y,., 





which ended last week. 











Bway B. 0s Belie N. Y. Legit Crix, 
Who Call It Worst Season in Years 





Seeks City Home 





Philadelphia, April 28. 

The Hedgerow theatre, one of 
the oldest and leading ‘little the- 
atre’ groups in the U. S., is seek- 
ing a new home somewhere in 
ine heart of the city before the 
pinch of tire and gas rationing 
begins to be felt. 

The theatre is now located in 
Rose Valley, about 18 miles from 
town, and train. service to the 
Valley is very poor. Unlike the 
‘cowbarn’ theatres, Hedgerow 
functions all year round. The 
group, headed by Jasper Deeter, 
celebrates its 19th anniversary 
this week. 








a4 


‘|nothing. Brooks Atkinson, 





N. Y. Governor Has Yet 
To Act on Agency Bill; 
Veto Appears Likely 


New York State bill which would 
legalize higher commissions from ac- 
tors and artists than allowed by the 
talent unions still awaits action by 
Governor Lehman at Albany. Fact 


that Equity and the other unions 
within the Associated Actors & Art- 
istes of America have not received 
word from the executive mansion in 
response to their request for a hear- 
ing beforé the Governor decides on 
whether the measure shall become a 
law is taken as an indication that it 
will be vetoed. 


Known as the Ostertag-London 
amendment to the employment agen- 
cy law, bill is referred to as a ‘sleep- 
er’ by talent union leaders, but once 
it passed they speedily went into ac- 
tion. Equity for one is likely to start 
its own agency for legit shows should 
the bill be signatured. That is in 
line with the association’s efforts to 
hold down maximum legit commish 
to 5%, although 10% applies to most 
other engagements, 

Legislature adjourned late last 
week, but it is understood the Oster- 
tag-London amendment is among the 
mass of legislation upon which the 
Governor can decide within 30 days. 
If not signed or vetoed within the 
next two weeks the bill will auto- 
matically be killed. Bill calis for 
agents filing schedules of commis- 
sions with the license department, 
with no limit evidently on the per- 
centage. 


‘GUEST’ NOW WORKING 








UNDER NEW CUT DEAL 


A new arrangement for a salary 
cut, if and when, has been entered 


into between the cast of ‘Guest in 
the House,’ Plymouth, N. Y., and 
Paul and Stephen Ames, who pro- 
duced the play... Players agree to 
take 25% under contract salaries if 
the gross is under $9,000. Plan is to 
be for four weeks and provisionally 
another three weeks, Which would 
take ‘Guest’ well into June. Show 
is now in its 10th week, faring much 
better than indicated by the critics’ 
notices. 


It is the third instance where an | 


AMER. THEATRE WING 


agreement to slice has been agreed 
upon by the management and play- 
ers. Alarmed at the reviews, the 
Ames brothers, who are new to 
Broadway, coming from Wall Street, 
thought of folding in the first week. 
Cut arrangement was the alterna- 
tive, to apply if the gross dropped 
under $8,000. Ceiling was later lifted 
to $9,000. In both instances the slice 
was to be 3344%. Understood that 
the company has not been cut as yet, 
latest plan being based on a possible 
business drop as the season starts to 
wane, 

Among other shows operating 
under a cut scheme is ‘Jason,’ Hud- 
son. Full salaries are payable if 
takings top $5,700, a level the show 
has not reached lately. 





Vinton Freedley New Prez | 


Of Episcopal Actors Guild 


Vinton Freedley was elected presi- 
dent of the Episcopal Actors Guild 
last week, filling the post left vacant 
through the death of Otis Skinner. 

Peggy Wood has replaced the late 
Edwin Milton Royale as vp. 











Several among the New York 
critics devoted their Sunday (36) 
columns to contentions as to why 
they failed to pick a best play of 
the 1941-42 season. They agreed 
that the quality of plays was sub- 
normal and mentioned name play- 
wrights who had written little or 
in the 
Times calls it ‘the worst season for 
at least 20 years’, an opinion which 
did not meet agreement on Broad- 
way. One observation missed is 
that hits are running longer than in 
former seasons. 

The boxoffice proves differently 
and it isn’t new that critics ignore 
grosses in justifying their opinions 
on shows. Not one reviewer re- 
ferred to the musicals, which may 
not qualify for prize competitions, 
but which certainly have attracted 
big business. There hasn’t been a 
show that drew such important 
money as ‘Sons o’ Fun’ (Winter 
Garden) since pre-depression and 
the $5.50 top. ‘Let’s Face It’ (Im- 
perial) has been just as consistent 
a high grosser; ‘Banjo Eyes,’ up to 
the time it abruptly closed, was a 
good money maker; ditto ‘Best Foot 
Forward’ (Barrymore) and ‘Lady in 
the Dark’ (Alvin), which passed the 
52 week mark, while ‘Porgy and 
Bess’ (Majestic) is the best gross- 
ing revival in many years. 

Such shows, plus the season’s hits, 
whether they be of native or foreign 
origin, hardly supports the disaster 
theory in the theatre, especially 
when considering such continuing 
successes as the holdover ‘Life With 
Father,’ ‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ and 
‘My Sister Eileen.’ 

There is little doubt about new 
straight play product, but such at- 
tractions are only part of the thea- 
tre fare. William A. Brady submits 
the idea that ‘gamblers’ are respon- 
sible for the number of mediocrities 
produced during the season. There 
seems to be little support to his 
idea. There are successful shows in 
which a number of people outside 
of show business are partial back- 
ers, It is more apparent that bad 
plays get produced because of mis- 
takes of judgment on the part of 
the managers, their alibi being the 
paucity of good scripts. One of the 
most encouraging signs, despite the 
dour war times, is that new backers 
have been attracted to the theatre 
and, having gotten goodly returns 
on their investments, are potential 
investors in shows to come. 

Critics Passed Up ‘Moon’ 

Critics seem to have passed up the 
logical winner in ‘The Moon Is 
Down’ (Beck). Most of the review- 
ers were doubtful about the play’s 
merit, as indicated by the notices, 
and in, balloting for the best play 
they refused to reverse themselves, 
However, while not selling out 
‘Moon’ is getting as much if not 
slightly more than ‘Junior Miss’ 
(Lyceum), season’s best grosser, 
which was also passed up by the 
critics, probably because it was a 
comedy instead of a drama. Atkin- 
son was one of those who favored 
‘Moon,’ other scribes having the 
same notion being Burns Mantle, 
News, and Dick Watts, Herald 
Tribune. 

Pultizer awards are due the com- 
ing weekend and critics are hoping 
that the drama committee will decide 
the same way they did—no best 
play. 





HAS PHILLY CANTEEN 


Philadelphia April 28. 

The American Theatre Wing will 
open a stage door canteen in the 
basement ofthe Academy of Music 
within the next two weeks. The 
canteen will be modelled along the 
lines of that in New York and will 
be manned by volunteer workers 
from the theatre as well as non- 
pros. Chairman of the sponsoring 
group is Mrs. Upton Favorite, who 
also heads the Theatre Guild here, 

The Newspaper Guild has volun- 
teered to keep one of its members 
on duty at all times to keep the 
dailies posted on news breaks. Deb- 
bies models and others have signed 
up to help dish out food, entertain- 
ment and provide dancing partners 
to visiting servicemen. Members of 
the stagehands union have pitched 
in to put the Academy’s basement 
into shape before the opening. The 
basement was used as a bar in the 
pre-prohibition era. 
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VARIETY 


Wednesday, April 29, 1942 





Lite 
London Newsman in Jam Rg 


ordered Walter (Jack) Farr, writer 
for the London Daily Mail, stripped 
of his credentials as a war corres-| 
pondent. Action, first of its kind by} 
any United Nations country in this} 
war, was taken as a result of Farr’s| 
sensational yarn early in March of| 
American convoys crossing the Pa-| 
cific to launch a Japanese offensive. | 
Though a reciprocal arrangement} 
with the British War Ministry, Farr} 
also automatically becomes ineligible. 
to hold English credentials. He’s now! 
in Hawaii. 

Farr was. formerly correspondent 
in Washington for the Daily Mail, 
where he had gained some little rep- 
utation for ‘scoops’ over U. S. writ- 
ers. Biggest was the meeting of 
Roosevelt and Churchill at sea last 
summer, when papers in this country 
learned of the confab through cables 
from London quoting Farr’s story 
from Washington, 


Actually it now appears that the 
story for which Farr is being so 
drastically censured wasn’t far from 
wrong, although it was highly sen- 
sationalized. Farr’s principal ‘crime’ 
appears to have been datelining it 
‘At Sea, Friday’ when it was actually 
transmitted from Hawaii. Joint Army 
and Navy Correspondent Credentials 
Committee, which took the action 
against Farr, declared the story was 
not only distorted but that it con- 
cerned a region he had not visited. 
That, however, is not unusual for 
correspondents. 


Greatest danger in Farr’s story, it 
appears, would be the tipoff to the 
Japs, inasmuch as convoys were 
probably still en route when it was 
published. However, the yarn was! 
passed by military censors in Hawaii, | 
so the writer would seem to be ab-)| 
solved of that blame. Farr’s story, | 
speaking of the convoys, stated: 

‘These massive forces will not only | 
help to defend Australia. They are) 
taking with them large quantities of} 
materials to be used to build the| 
foundations for a _ great offensive | 
against the Japanese. Every ship in| 
every convoy is a load of concen- | 
trated hitting power. They are carry-| 
ing hundreds of the finest pilots 
America can produce, powerful units 
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| Thomas declaied, was the subsequent 

. * | 
War Department in Washington has | 
| not engaged on a production opera- 
tion and couid not, therefore, have | 


development tha. Miss Samp ‘was 


either impeded or increased defense 
production’ and also that she had 
denied her or‘ginal cha-ges. 

No story at a.i, UAW prexy added, 
was given a few days later to the 
award of a Navy E (for excellence 
ir production to the plant in which | 
Miss Samp worked and to its em- | 
ployees. 

Pearson and Allen had their ad set 
up exactly lik+ that ef Thomas and 
headed it ‘Is This Fair, Mr. Labor 
Leader?’ They reprocuced what was 
apparently an inter-ofi.ce War De- 
partment nemo upholding their 
original statement. They then quoted 
Miss Samp’s attorney to the effect 
that the denial of her charge was 
forced from her, partially by pres- 
sure on her mother and father. 

‘It was only after all this,’ P. & A. 
stated, ‘that Miss Samp issued her 
statement denying the facts stated 
above in the Army report. So per- 
haps the newspapers were right, Mr. 
Thomas, in the play they gave to 
Miss Samp’s ,. enial.’ 





D. C. Newshawks Active 


Maxine Cook retires from the 
drama desk of the Washington Daily 
News to await a domestic event. 
Critic is the. wife of Lieut. Jack 
Hartley of the Navy. Helen Buch- 
alter fills in temporarily but is slated 
to take up a post soon with Look 
magazine. 

Don Craig, regular News critic 
and former ‘Variety’ correspondent 
in Washington, is in the service, at- 
tached to Camp Lee Traveler in 
nearby Petersburgh. Craig was re- 
cently promoted and -ow wears a 
sergeant’s stripes. 

Edward de S. l[elcher, who left 


LITERATI OBITS 

Louis B. Ward, 54, publicity man 
formerly associated with Father 
Coughlin, dropped dead April 21, in 
,a railway station in Syracuse. He 
'was under subpoena to appear be- 
fore the grand jury in Washington 
investigating the Social Justice Ma- 
gazine. Ward was twice an unsuc- 
cessful candidate for the U, S. 
Senate with the backing of Social 
Justice. He wrote a biography of 


|Father Coughlin. 


Joseph Seacrest, 77, publisher of 


'the Nebraska State Journal for 42 


years, died in Lincoln, Neb., April 
21. 


George T. Hargraves, 70, with the 
Hearst newspapers for over 25 
years, and for the last seven years 
business manager of King Features 
Syndicate, died in Tenafly, N. J., 
April 22. 

John M. Harris; 64, publisher of 
the Tamaqua Courier, Pa., died 
there April 22. 

William C. Cruser, 87, former edi- 
tor and publisher of the Montrose 
Democrat, Montrose, Pa., died there 
April 22. 

John M. Haris, publisher of the 
Tamaqua (Pa.) Evening Courier, 
died April 22 in the State Hospital, 
Coaldale, Pa. 

Mrs. Ewan MacDonald, 67, author 
of ‘Anne of Green Gables’ as well as 
more than 20 other books, died in 
Toronto April 24. ‘Anne of Green 
Gables’ was made into a silent film 
and talker, both versions being 
money makers. 

Theodore’ Fink, 86, Australian 
writer and publicist, died in Mel- 
bourne April 26. 

Isom Shepard, 61, veteran news- 
paperman, died in San Fraucisco 
from a heart -attack. Recently he 
had been compiling San Francisco 
journalism history for WPA Writers’ 
project. 





CHATTER 
Willis Chapman, vet San Francisco 





the drama desk of the Washington 
Star for a Hollywood writing job, 
has been elevated to a sergeancy in 
the-Army. He is attached to the 
provost marshal’s ‘Tice and soon 
qualifies for an officer’s training 
school. 


Luvie Pearson, second string critic | 


of the Washington Times-Herald, 
resigned that post when her hus- 
band, Drew Pearson, of the Pearson- 


trained in landing operations, hardy | Allen column, developed a feud with 


infantrymen from the 
plains.’ 





Just the ‘Post’ Soon? 
Streamlining of the Saturday Eve- 


ning Post which the publishers have | 


been planning since the mag came 
under the editorship of Ben Hibbs a 
month or so ago i: said i» include a 
change in handling of the title, 
There will be a gradual Je-empha- 
sizing, it is understood, of the ‘Satur- 
day Evening’ portion of the handle 
and a playing up of the ‘Post.’ Idea 
is to gradually get the mag to be 
known only es the Post, with the 
same emphasis given that one word 


on the cover and in promotion ad- | 
vertising as the Luce publications | 


give Life. 

Other streamlining which had 
been previously announced is a cut- 
ting down in length of stories, with 
a maximum of around 3,000 words. 
Plenty of hypo, it is felt is needed, 
particularly with all the bad pub- 
licity the mag recently got on the 
Milton Mayer article, to get it over 
the new 10c price hump, although 
prepaid circulation hypos, at the old 
SEP rate, has sent prepaid sub- 
scriptions to a new high. 

Wesley W. Stout, the former editor, 
on whom the Post carefully placed 
all responsibility for the Mayer piece 
in recent newspaper ads, is ap- 
parently anathema to present Post 
editors. His final two stories in the 
last two issues had a phoney by-line 
and another, aboit narrow-gauge 
railrcads, in the current issue, has no 
by-line at all. 





Those Boys, Again 

Drew Pearson and Robert S. Allen, 
‘Washington Merry-Go-Round’ 
columnists, and 2. J. Thomas, presi- 
dent of United Auto Workers, CIO, 
engaged in at unusual] duel in full 
page ads in Editor and Publisher the 
past two weeks. Thomas’ ad, first to 
appear, was headed ‘Is This Fair 
Play, Mr. Publisher?’ 

It pointed out that P. & A., in one 
of their Sunday night broadcasts 
stated that Genevieve Samp, a De- 
troit worker, had been fired upon 
insistence of her union because she 
was producing faster than other em- 
pioyees in the same plant. This 
story, Thomas declared, was picked 
up and played on page one across 


the cou..try the following day. How- | 


ever, given only a stick inside, 


| 


American| Cissie Patterson. Post is now filled 


by Elizabeth Kennedy, daughter of 
Joseph P. Kennedy, former Am- 
bassador to Great Britain. 





| K. C. Journal Staff’s New Jobs 
| Several members of the now de- 


| funct Kansas City Journal’s editorial 
| staff are already at work on new 
| jobs in other cities less than a month 
after the Journal folded. Two staff 
| members who handled amusements 
|are preparing for service with the 
armed forces. Bill Kelliher, film re- 
| viewer, joins the air corps May 15; 
| Lowell Lawrence, legit reviewer ana 
columnist, is prepping for a post 
with the naval reserve. 

| Brewster Campbell, managing edi- 
|tor, has joined NEA in Cleveland. 
| Dan Kelliher, city editor, and Jack 
| Moorhead, desk man, are now with 
| the N. Y. Herald Tribune. Ray 
|Runnion has landed with the St. 
| Louis Star Times as editorial writer. 
| Eddie Meisberger is with the Minne- 
apolis Star. Millard Hunsley and 
Bill Sechrist have joined the Wash- 
| ington Post. Abbie Amrine, woman’s 
department, is in a similar post with 
Ponca City, Oklahoma, daily. Parke 
| Carroll, longtime sports editor, has 
[taken to professional baseball as 
business manager of the Minneapolis 
Millers of the American Association. 


Dixie Dailies Hike Prices 
Few Dixie dailies have upped ad- 
| vertising rates since the war, but vir- 
| tually all of them have hiked price 
to public. 

Included in price upswing are 
Spartanburg (S. C.) Herald-Journal, 
Asheville (N. C.) Citizen-Times, 
Charleston (S. C.) News and Courier, 
Augusta (Ga.) Herald, Henderson- 
ville (N. C.) Times News, Augusta 
(Ga.) Chronicle and Columbia (S. C.) 
State and Record. Increases range 
from a nickel to a dime a week on 
subscriptions. 








Lait, Jr.-Mortimer for King 


| ‘Hollywood-Broadway’ column by 
Jack Lait, Jr. and Lee Mortimer, 
film reviewer of N. Y. Mirror, has 
| been bought by King Features Syn- 
|dicate from Press Alliance. Daily 
_column, devoted to news and gossip 
|of the two coasts, will at once dou- 
,ble the outlets through the King 
| Features deal. 

Lait, Jr., signed the contract in 
Hollywood. 


| néwspaperman, ran second best in 
the race for city clerk of suburban 

| Burlingame. 

| Robert W. Chandler, former San 

| Francisco Chronicle staffman, be- 

| comes Montana manager for United 

| Press, headquartering in Helena. 

G. O. Robinson, Jr., Washington 
| ieaiens man fcr The Memphis Com- 
| r.ercial Appeal, has resigned to join 
the war department. 

Agnes Underwood, on the repor- 
torial staff of Los Angeles Herald & 
Express, was named southern Cali- 
fornia’s outstanding woman journal- 
ist by Theta Sigma Phi, women’s 
journalist sorority. 

Leonard Lee’s story, ‘Channel 
Port,’ recently bought by Paramount 
for production in England, has been 
sold to Liberty mag as a serial titled 
‘Tide of Victory.’ 

Jo Pagano, scripter at Paramount 
studio, pacted by Random House to 
write three books, first of which is 
an anti-Fascist novel to be published 
in autumn. 

Alden Stevens, director of research 
for Lowell Mellett’s Office of Co- 
ordinator of Government Films, has 
an article ‘Arms of the People,’ in 
current Harper's. 











| Army-Navy Show 


1 
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Metropolitan Opera House to the 
topmost gallery for the show which 
began at 11 p.m. and didn’t wind up 
until after 2 a.m. First half-hour was 
occupied by New York Police, Fire 
|}and Sanitation Departments’ bands 
and glee clubs, led from the pit by 
| Hizzoner Fiorella H. LaGuardia him- 
| self. He at least looked like he knew 
what he was doing. And no one can 
| deny he conducted with authority. 

Servicemen’s contribution, staged 


| with strong productional effects by 





;}cohorts in the Second Corps Area 
| Theatre Section, combined an exhi- 
| bition of military tactics, music and 
comedy. It was divided into two 
parts, first by Navy, Marines and 
Coast Guard and second by the 
Army, using members of the Special 
Service (morale) staffs from the 
various posts in the Corps Area. 

Hiram Sherman, who had the same 
day been upped from Apprentice 
Seaman to Seaman 2d Class, was 
m.c. of the seagoing portion of the 
show. Sherman (‘the Alfred Lunt of 
South Brooklyn,’ he billed himself), 
was the saving grace of that half 
of the entertainment with nifty ad 
libbing in the stage waits. In addi- 
tion to comic modeling various parts 
of his uniform, he introduced Artie 
Shaw, who earlier in the day had 
himself fitted for bell-bottoms. 

Navy and Coast Guardsmen sig- 
nalled their thanks with flags for the 
entertainment those in the audience 
have been providing for them. Story, 





now legendary, that convoys passing 
in mid-Atlantic signal to each other 
the glories of the Stage Door Can- 
teen, N. Y., was demonstrated in 
flashing lights in Morse from onc 
balcony to another. 

Topper was a platoon of Marines 
marching faultlessly in the limita- 
tions of the stage and going through 
the manual of arms to the chant of 
the lieutenant in charge. One of the 
numerous thrills of the evening was 
when the platoon, facing rear at the 
back of the stage, responded with a 
click to the order ‘Fix bayonets.’ An- 
other bark and the men swung 
around, bayonets flashing ahead of 
them, and on the crouch slowly ad- 
vanced on the audience as the band 
swung into ‘Semper Fidelis.’ 

Army’s portion showed full evi- 
dence of the hands of the many pro- 
fessionals in the forces. Musical 
part—and there was plenty of it— 
was particularly strong, with the 
whole presentation backed by two 
orchs on the stage in a mock battle 
of the bands. On one side was the 
Fort Dix outfit, ‘coaxed’ by Sst. 
Herbie Fields, and on the other the 
Camp Upton unit, ‘dragged’ by Zinn 
Arthur. Both are amazingly good 
jive combos that could take their 
place in technique, arrangements and 
general results on any pro stage. In 
addition, there was a 32-man orch in 
the pit, under Corp. Milton Rosen- 
stock, that was a clicko, The three 
bands combined the cream of Broad- 
way’s pre-draft music-makers. 

Band numbers and accompanying 
stage entertainment was spaced with 
a ‘Jap spy’ in one box sending ‘by 
radio’ his reports to a ‘Nazi sub com- 
mander’ and an Italian assistant on 
the other side of the house. One of 


.| their best gags was the report by the 


Jap secret agent that he would be 
doing better if he didn’t have such 
trouble decoding one of his most im- 
portant sources of information—‘Va- 
riety.’ 

‘My Springfield,’ a tribute to a sol- 
dier’s rifle in the form of a ballet by 
a dozen huskies in uniform, was top 
comedy bit. Another was ‘Six Jerks 
in a Jeep’—with what turned out to 
be a screwball hot sextet arriving on 
the stage in a jeep and in wigs. 

Otherwise there were vocals by 
Sgt. Jack Leonard (Fort Dix, nee 
Tommy Dorsey), sleight-of-hand by 
Corp. John Mendes, baritoning by 
Private Nelson Rae, and lots more. 

It was an evening to be remem- 
bered. Certaintly an inspiration to 
the people of the theatre to go out 
and do even more, if that’s possibie. 

Herb. 


Current Road Shows 


(April 29-May 9) 








‘Angel Street’ (2d Co.)—Harris, 
Chi (29-9). 

‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ (2d Co.)— 
Walnut, Phila. (29-9). 

‘Blithe Spirit’ (2d Co.)—Selwyn, 
Chi (29-9). 

‘Blossom Time’—Shubert, Boston 
(29-2); Playhouse, Wilmington (4-6); 
Shubert, New Haven (7-9). 





Staff Sergeant Ezra Stone and his 


‘Candle in the Wind’—Majestic, Ft. 
| Worth (29); Melba, Dallas (30-1); 
| Aud., Shreveport, La. (2); Robinson 
| Aud., Little Rock, Ark. (4); Shrine 
Aud., Oklahoma City (5); Conven- 
tion Hall, Tulsa (6); Forum, Wichita, 
Kans. (7); Munic Aud., Kansas City 
(8-9). 

‘Claudia’ (2d Co.)—Wilbur, Boston 
(29-9). 

‘Claudia’ (3d Co.)—Cass, Detroit 
(29-9). 

‘Corn Is Green’—Nixon, Pitt. (29- 
2); Colonial, Boston (4-9), 

‘George Washington Slept Here’— 
Lafayette, Detroit (29-9). 

‘Good Night Ladies’—Blackstone, 
Chi (29-9). 

‘Hellzapoppin’—Ford’s, Balto (29- 
2) 


‘High Kickers’—National, Wash. 
| (29-2); Nixon, Pitt (4-9). 
‘Life With Father’ 

| Geary, S. F. (29-9). 

‘Life With Father’ (3d Co.)—Mu- 
sic Box, H’wood (29-9). 

‘Macbeth’—Erlanger, Chi (29-9). 

‘My Sister Eileen’ (2d Co.)—Cur- 
ran, S. F. (29-9). 

‘My Sister Eileen’ (3d Co.)—Lo- 
cust, Phila.» (29-9). 

‘Native Sen’—Flatbush, B’klyn 
(29-3); Windsor, Bronx, N. Y. (5-9). 

‘Pal Joey’—Windsor, Bronx, N. Y. 
(29-3); Flatbush, B’klyn (5-9). 

‘Panama Hattie’—Forrest, Phila. 
(29-2), 

‘Punch and Julia’—National, Wash. 
(4-9). 

‘Watch on the Rhine’—American, 
St. L. (29-2); Coronado, Rockford, 
Ill, (4); Parkway, Madison, Wis. (5); 
Davidson, Milwaukee (6-9). 

‘Without Love’— Metropolitan, 
Providence (29); Shubert, New 
Haven (30-2); Hanna, Cleve. (4-9). 





(2d Co.)— 








Plays Out of Town 
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The Walking Gentlemen 








mood of impending horror, while the 
second scene, a play rehearsal, not 
only sustains the mood but is inter- 
esting in its revelations of the tech- 
nical side of a theatrical production, 
The second act, full of unimportant 
small talk, drags. The third act 
picks up speed for a novel finish. 

Briefly the plot has to do with a 
Jekyll and Hyde stage star who 
keeps both the police and the morgue 
keeper busy. His ex-wife warns him 
the law is on his trail and it’s pretty 
certain he will try and add her to 
his list of victims when he learns 
that she is betrothed to the doctor 
who cured her of a mental illness. A 
novel denouement saves everyone 
but the murderer. 

While generally well constructed, 
‘The Walking Gentleman’ suffers 
from stilted dialog and some incon- 
gruous situations. 

The cast is large and generally ex- 
cellent. The play introduces Victor 
Francen, French stage star, to Amer- 
ican audiences, and he has a field 
day as the psychopathic slayer. He 
gives an outstanding characteriza- 
tion despite the complexities of the 
role, Richard Gaines is at a disad- 
vantage in the colorless role of the 
doctor, while Arlene Francis is emo- 
tionally and pictorially ,effective as 
the ex-wife. Clay Clement plays the 
detective in the approved City Hall 
manner, and Arnold Korff, Margery 
Maude, Jose Ruben, Minnie Dupree 
and Lew Hearn get the most out of 
minor roles. 

Marion Gering, the co-producer, 
did a good staging job, while Harry 
Horner’s settings and Feder’s light- 
ing effects help create the melodra- 





matic atmosphere. Klepfer. 
1 
t 
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THE THREE BEARS 


(BROWN UNIVERSITY) 
Providence, April 23. 


Annual musical presented by Browne 
brokers in two acts, 16 acenes; produced 
by Rubye Jo Sheehan; music, Sid Marks, 
Jane O’Brien, Alan Marcus, George Walker, 
Dick Palmer; lyrics, Jo Sheehan, Rae 
Brent; dances staged by Justine Tyrell; 
music director, Sidney Marka; skit direc- 
tor, Bernard Lubarsky; settings by Norman 
Ross. Presented at Faunce House theatre, 
Brown University, week of April 19, ‘42. 





The Jap attack at Pearl Harbor 
changed the plans of a lot of people 
in this country, and those of Brown- 
brokers were no exception. They 
had planned a political satire but, 
with war, the board of strategy felt 
the group should go in for something 
in a lighter vein. They came up 
with a modern fairytale combine 
which brought together features of 
Goldilocks, The Three Bears and 
Cinderella. . 

Had Brownbrokers more time to 
really whip the script, music and 
numerous other details into shape, 
we feel that a much more creditable 

erformance might have been given. 
But with headaches attendant with 
shortened vacations, extra-curricular 
duties and condensed school terms, 
there is some excuse for the gen- 
erally loose production, spotty ma- 
terial and lack of spontaneity. | 

Though not outstanding, music is 
pleasant to listen to, an@ several of 
the dance numbers are easy to watch. 
Some challenge routines by Mary 
Lou Hutchinson, Grace Hepburn and 
Florence Ruyffelaere are well pre- 
sented, and a_ fluorescent-lighted 
chorus number was cleverly staged. 

Also sprinkled about are refer- 
ences to draft boards, sugar ration- 
ing, and tire shortages, with a draft 
board member roaming through 
various scenes to bring closer to 
home the fact that many of the 
musical’s male members will soon be 
meeting their draft boards in real 
life. 

Cindylocks (Jane Meyer) has her 
adventure with The Three Bears in 
the opening scene, and through their 
intercession is turned into a glamor 
gal and goes to the Junior Prom, 
where she meets and dances with 
her Duke Wolf (Wallace Karutz), 
loses her slipper, and exits from the 
ball. The happy ending takes place 
in a shoe store in the second act 

All in all, Brownbrokers had & 
nice idea with which to work and 
needed only a little more time 
iron it out. Malo. 


Kate Smith 
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him resulted in new sales for some 
of his past works and in all he sold 
somewhere between 900,000 and 
1,000,000 discs the first quarter of 
’42. Compared to his 110,000 sale 
during the like period of ‘41, his 
comeback is nothing short of 
amazing. 

Harry James sold, according to his 
handlers, between 1,300,000 and 
1,400,000 recordings the first three 
months of 1942 as compared against 
a total of approximately 325,000 the 





same period cf 1941. 
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Broadway 


Eddie Schnitzer (UA) has the flu. 

John Golden had ulcerated tooth 
yanked. ; 

Teri Josefovitis 
Polyclinic hospital. 

Marjorie Davis, of radio, on the 
Coast for a Metro test. 

Navy Relief making theatre collec- 
tions starting this week. 

Lehman Engel, maestro-composer, 
into Navy at Great Lakes. 

Loew's has contributed books to 
the Victory Book Campaign. 

Ole Olsen’s mother due out of hos- 
pital after serious auto accident. 

Songsmith Leo Robin (and Ralph 
Rainger) in town for seasonal 0.0. 

Pvt. Seaman Jacobs, former Broad- 
way p.a. now assigned to Morale 
Dept., Camp Chaffee, Ark. 

Elliott Arnold, of the World-Tele- 
gram, on leave, ieft for Hollywood 
but is due in uniform soon, 

Antoinette Spitzer, eastern pub- 
licity director for Walt Disney, re- 
turned from the Coast Monday (27). 

Frank Cruickshank is personal 


recuperating in 


representative for Rowland Brown, | 
whose ‘Johnny 2x4’ is at the Long- 


acre. 

The Paul Ashes (Roxy maestro) 
celebrated their 25th anniversary 
with a Greenwich Village whoopee 
party. : 

Bookers Club, whose president is 
Bernie Brooks, buyer for the Fabian 
circuit, will hold its annual dinner- 
dance at the Astor May 10. 

Eddie Alperson and Harold Mirisch 
of RKO to Chicago and Rochester on 
company business. Circuit is pooled 
with Paramount in Rochester. 

.Art Landry, former maestro, has 
bought 30% of ‘Of V We Sing,’ which 
closed at the Concert theatre, and 
will embellish it for a Broadway run 
in a larger house. 

William B. Miles, currently of cast 
of ‘Jasqn,’ at the Hudson, N. Y., will 
be married May 30 to Helen Clark, 
property girl at his Stockbridge 
(Mass.) summer theatre. 

Clark Brown, head of the Par tax 
department, left Saturday (25) for 
Des Moines and will go on to Salt 
Lake City before returning to the 
homeoffice in 10 days or so. 

Jack Barry, Minoco prexy, re- 
turned from Hollywood Monday (27) 
after two weeks negotiating with 
studios and agencies for talent loan- 
out for eastern shorts production. 

If George Jessel doesn’t condense 
his ‘High Kickers’ (musical with 
Sophie Tucker) for the picture 
houses, he’ll head up one of those 
Shubert two-a-day vaude revivals. 

F.P.A. will emcee a radio bally for 
George M. Cohan, including many 
stage vets, as part of a salute to the 
showman in connection with the WB 
screen biog, “Yankee Doodle Dandy.’ 

Carl Laemmie, Jr., plays host Sun- 
days at the ball game to his Broad- 
way and Hollywood pals in N. Y. 
That’s Private Laemmle’s day off 
from Ft. Monmouth where he’s sta- 
tioned. 

Edward Eager, Metro reader, is 
co-author of book and lyrics of “The 
Burglar’s Opera: or a Felon Needs a 


lumbia. 

Sol C. Siegel, recently upped from 
B to A production at Paramount, 
returned to the Coast Monday (27) 
to begin his new stint after a week 
of looking at plays and vacationing 
in New York. 

Mac Kriendler, one of the partners 
in 21, is an ardent executive officer 
in a number of patriotic charities. 
He’s still waiting for a Naval com- 
mission which has been on the grid- 
die for months. 

Jack Gould, 
ailment, has returned from extended 
leave of absence and is doing gen- 
eral assignment for the N. Y. Times. 
He was formerly with the sheet’s 
drama department. 

Leslie Roush. producer-director of 
all Paramount’s eastern shorts, to 
Tacoma, Wash., to work on a special 
institutional commercial short. spon- 
sored by an unnamed company to 
date. He'll be on location for about 
a month. 

His ‘command’ chore 
talent for Hollywood Caravan 
Navy Relief shows over, Yeoman 
Lou Mindling back to Great Lakes. 
where he’s in naval training. Stan- 
ton Griffis ‘drafted’ ‘him back east 
to assist on the talent end. 

Around 75 Warner homeofficeites 
were in Philadelphia Friday (24) for 
a bowling match with the employees 
of the local WB offices (theatres- 
exchange). T. J. Martin. W. Stewart 
McDonald, Leonard Schlesinger, J. 

. Brennan. Ralph Budd and Mar- 

tain F. Bennett, h.o. execs, attended. 


St. Louis 


By Sam X. Hurst 








Bob Bromley headlining floor 
ow at Club Continental, Hotel Jef- 
rson, 

, Forest Park Highlands, city’s ma- 
Jor amusement park, starts 46th sea- 
son Sunday (3). 

Harold Koplar, manager of the 
Chase Club, swank west end nitery, 
proud father of a baby boy. 

Joe Winters has taken his orch to 
Club Royale, nitery near Belleville, 

l., for an extended stand. 

‘ Maj. Bowes’ ‘All-Girl’ unit gave 
Wo performances at the Scott Field, 


sh 
fe 


recovered from eye | 


in handling | 
and | , : 
|to play in “The Big Street’ at RKO. | 


Belleville, Dil, training camp Sutur- 
=o. 

rl A. Holtzman, 35, who han- 
died amusement accounts for the 
Globe-Democrat, the town’s sole a.m. 
rag, died after a brief illness. 

Raymond Werner haseconverted a 
one-story in the Wellston business 
district into a roller skating rink. 
Has tagged it ‘Skating Wonderland.’ 

Jimmy Ray, dancer with Jan Gar- 
ber’s orch, made a p.a. before 7,000 
soldiers at the Jefferson Barracks, 
Mo., replacement center, and the 
next day was inducted into the serv- 
ice. 

Watson Barratt, who served as 
scenic designer for the Municipal 
Theatre Assn’s al fresco theatre in 
Forest Park from 1932 to 1934, and 
again last year, has been inked for 
another season. 

Paul Beisman, manager of: the 
American Theatre and Municipal 
Theatre Assn.. made a member of 
the Motion Pictures and Speaking 
Stage Theatres Industry Advisory 
Committee to the WPB. He attended 
a Washington, D. C., session last 
week. 
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burgh, is for six weeks. He'll stay 
until room closes for the summer 
Decoration Day. 





Richard Himber goes into Hotel 
Chase, St. Louis, May 15, for one 
month, 

Michael Loring and orchestra no 
at 805 Club, in Chi. 








Charlie Spivak set to open Hotel 
Sherman, Chi, August 14, for month. 





Tiny Bradshaw orchestra currently 
at Rhumboogie, south side Chi nitery. 





Leonard Feather, British jazz com- 
mentator and writer, has succeeded 
Bob Bach as m.c. of WMCA’s, N. Y., 
‘Platterbrains’ program. Bach en- 
listed in the army last Friday (17). 





Bye Sisters vocal trio join Lionel 
Hampton’s band at Earle theatre, 
Philadelphia, May 14. 





Alvine Rey enlarges his band next 
week (1) from 13 to 17 with addition 
of reed and brass men. Band opens 
Pleasure Beach Park, Bridgeport, 
Conn., season May 31. 





Jimmy Walter, sax player formerly 
with Jerry Blair and George King, 
has joined George Welles outfit at 
Sky-Vue, Pittsburgh. 








Al Cord, sax ,layer with Billy 


| Yates at Oasis, Pittsburgh, off for the | 
Friend,’ to be given by Columbia U. | 
week starting Monday (4) at Co-) 


Army and replaced by John Watson, 


who used to ve with Paul Pendarvis. 


| 





One-nighters pencilled for Aragon 
| Ballroom, Pittsburgh, include Hal 
| Leonard Saturiay (2); Lang Thomp- 
{son, "May 5, and Wheeling Steel- 
makers’ band, May 12. 

ii 
| 


| Herman Middleman band at Yacht 





| Club, Pittsburgh, will lose its fea- | 


| tured vocalist, Shirley Heller, in two 





weeks when she retires to. get 
| married, 
Xavier Cugat and his orchestra 


| move into the Orpheum theatre, Los 
| Angeles, for one week, starting May 


6. Paul Whiteman follows. 





Louis Armstrong’s band making 
| four Soundies for Mills juke boxes 


Ozzie Nelson’s musical crew signed 


| WRubinoff fiddies May 5 in Green- 
ville. S. C. concert, sponsored 
| South Carolina Pilots clubs. 





Joe Reichman 
crew into the Biltmore Bowl, 
Angeles, for an indefinite stay 
ginning May 28. 


Los 
be- 





Larry Cotton, vocalist of Horace 
Heidt orchestra has joined the Army. 





Lee Reisman band goes into the 
Ritz-Carlton Roof, Boston, for seven 
weeks beginning May 8. His first 
stand in Boston in 15 years. It’s his 
home-town. 





Shep Fields starts four weeks’ stay 
at Edgewater Beach hotel, Chicago, 
July 24. He’s currently at Edison 
hotel, N. ¥., until May 24. 





Joseph Sudy’s band booked for 
Hotel Cleveland's Bronze Room, re- 
placing Carmen Cavallaro’s crew 





May 7 


moves his musical | 


By Leslie Harris 





Harry Salter in town. 
Percy Grainger in town for con- 
cert. 


Lt. McCelland Barclay doing the 
niteries. 


Mrs. Ger2 Krupa has filed divorce 
proceedings. 

Kitty Davis’s planning on gal line. 
Ditto Jimmie’s. 

Russian Bear cafe 
open all summer. 

Mark Warnow vacationing at Hol- 
lywood Beach hotel. 

Tony Sharaba will head lineup of 
talent when Bar of Music reopens. 

Theatre of Fifteen booked into 
Mayfair club for presentation of 
‘The Drunkard.’ 

Dean Murphy is reported to have 
signed with Paramount for a leading 
role in ‘Thumbs Up.’ 

NEC reported planning on picking 
up arrival of Manual Prado, presi- 
dent of Peru, here next month. 

Leonard Cox, who recently joined 
Lang-Worth features on the Coast, 
is vacationing here. Was formerly 
WQAM program director. 

Wes McCravy, formerly assistant 
manager of the Royal Palm, now 
awaiting active duty at Camp Dix, 
N. J., where he is a first lieutenant. 

Eve Curie pausing in Miami en 
route to New York from Africa. 
Slated for lecture tour and will do 
series of articles for New York 
paper. 

Col. Floyd E. Lindley, public re- 
lations officer of air corps training 
command on Miami Beach, plugging 
fact that, despite increased activity 
of air corps, there will still be plenty 
of room for tourists in resort hotels. 


Kansas City 


By Jehn Quinn 


will remain 








Upton Close in from NBC for a 
one-night lecture in the municipal! 
auditorium. 

Pla-Mor staged an indoor rodeo 
and cireus for eight-day run ending 
last Sunday (26). 

Paramount exchange sporting all 


its screening room. 

Milton Frank, home towner, into 
the Tropics of the Hotel Phillips for 
singing engagement. 

Bob Ringler, new film salesman at 


territory handled by Jimmy Lewis, 
now exchange manager. 

Henry Busse doing a USO show 
for boys at Camp Crowder (Joplin, 
Mo.) between his Tower theatre en- 
gagement and string of one-nighters. 

Louis Lower and Jimmy Nixon of 
jthe muny auditorium tripping 
| Broadway this week to book Music 
Hall legit attractions for next season. 








| Jane Ward, WCAU canary, sked- 
|ded for vocalist chores with Clyde 
| Lucas’ orchestra. 

Leo Zollo’s orchestra returns to 
ithe Benjarnin Franklin hotel’s Gar- 
'den Terrace May 11. 
| Cliff Hall, pianologist, rushed back 


| dle with his draft board. 


Bernice Allen has replaced Bobby | 


Lyons at the piano at the Harris 
| Tavern. Lyons now in the Army. 
Frances Faye is inked to follow 
Helen Kane into the Club Bali. Gio- 
vanni is set for the middle of May. 
| Lou, operator 
j}and Moravian Bars, getting set to 
|}open another in Germantown. It'll 
i= known as Lou’s Germantown 
i ar, 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 

Not only Mel Marvin but three of 
his men are in 1-A and expect to be 
called up any day. 

Howard Minsky, Warner salesman, 
ailing for last couple of weeks in 
Montefiore hospital. 

Dave Betcher has left the Clyde 
; Knight band to become featured or- 
ganist at Oliver's cafe. 


|}came on for Chick Floyd’s opening 
'at the William Penn hotel. 

Lou Heller, brother of Little Jackie 
and Sol Heller, owners of Yacht 
Club, enlisted in Army Air Corps. 


to publish Tony (WB) Stern’s patri- 
otic number, ‘Yanks Are Coming.’ 


| Bregman, Vocco & Conn are going | 
| 
' 





4 


;and/or 





new furnishings and equipment in | 
|as they can possibly be,’ the pro-| 


the RKO exchange here, taking over | 


with ex-Tech drama school students, 
Thelma Schnee, Donald Buke and 
Jayne Van Latter two are 
understudies. 

Old Film Row friends tickled at 
Bop Dunbar’s promotion from man- 
agership of WB's Cincy office to the 
Detroit exchange. He was formerly 
Warners’ city salesman here. 


Korda 
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don cinema events on Saturday (25). 
The naive honesty of the producer 
almost floored Ciipper scribes, who 


are used to having the clients weave | 


tall tales of terrific tattle. Asked 
what he was doing about the war 
civilian defense, Korda 
gravely answered ‘absolutely noth- 
ing. To the dismay of an airline 
press agent, gently maneuvering 
nearby, Korda also denied that he 
had a ‘seat priority rating’; that he 
was working in behalf of either the 
American or British government, or 
that he went to England for any 
reason except ‘purely private busi- 
ness.’ 

The head of Korda Productions 
spent some two months in the land 
of dropped aitches and will spend 
several more weeks in New York, 
at the St. Regis, before wandering 
back to Hollywood. He declared that 
‘some very interesting pictures are 
now being made in England,’ and as- 
serted that he was deeply impressed 
by the Englishmen’s new way of pre- 
senting and interpreting their work, 
a way which will force ‘Hollywood 
to change its outlook for pictures.’ 

‘Wonderful Jeb’ 

Considering the difficulties under 
which they are working the English 
studios are doing ‘a wonderful job,’ 
Korda said as he estimated that busi- 
ness in the cinema houses is ‘up 25 
to 30% over the last peace year.’ 

All sorts of pictures are being 
turned out, Korda said, but the ac- 
cent is on war material. The Eng- 
lish have waltzed away from the 
old pattern of war pix and have a 
novel selection of new themes ‘in 
accord with the times’ and ‘realistic 


ducer reported. 


in realism, coming ‘far nearer to 


| reality than the great measure of 


to 


| he has ever observed. 





| Roscoe Snipes, 


: | included 
here from Florida last week to hud- | Radcliff, of John Bull’s Information 
| Ministry; and Toraly Kandahl, presi- 


dent of the Norwegian Press Assn. | 


of the Chancellor | 


| tired 


Al Gazely, of MCA office in east. | 


j}acted accordingly, ordering their 
press agents to keep their pants 
warm on convenient stools and; 


Johnny Harris to Hollywood for a ' 


few weeks. Wife and son, who have 
| been wintering there, will return | 
with him. 


the service. 

Shirley Heller. recently 
from Irving Mills’ lad, Dick, will 
marry Harry Gordon, N. Y. business 
man, May 17. 

John J. Maloney, M-G_ district 
sales head, presents an oratorical 





| spring. 


j 
| 
} 
| 
| 


; ; Cal) mit’ 
trophy bearing his name at St. Vin- | ™ : - 
\oaats College, his alma mater, each | Who are really doing something, but| 


| not on those who are merely touring | American 


Hollywood pictures,’ Korda declared. 
A great variety of subjects pass in 
front of the British cameras includ- 
ing much film for the Ministry of 
Information. Korda cited one of 
these shorts,*‘The Builders,’ as one 
of the best of this type of reel that 
He also gave 
a generous nod.to Michael Powell, 
British director whom Korda de- 
scribed as ‘very good before the 
war’s outbreak but now, with his 
current works, a great director.’ 
Louis C. Huot, vice-prexy of 
Press Wireless; Marcel H. Wallen- 
stein, of Planet News of London; and 
war correspondent, 
were also aboard the flying boat. 
Other newsprint Clipper trippers 
Ronald Tree and Cyril J. 


before sauerkraut overflowed the 
fjords, New York-bound to set up an 
Information Bureau for the Free 
Norway government in London. 
Cause of the Ban 

The airline publicity ban was the 
offspring of the Air Transport Assn. 
alleged brain of the airline mag- 
nates. The association decided that 
the government was all set to give 
them a healthy raperoo on the saddle 
because of the publicity accorded to 
motion picture people and others of 
their strata. The aerial magnates 
decided, and rightly so, albeit sev- 
eral years late, that the public was 
of hearing about the arrival 
of motion pix stars with a pooch un- 
der one arm and a new husband un- 
der the other. 


The mental wizards believed that 
if they ceased to ballyhoo the incon- 
sequentials riding their lines, the) 


government would not be inclined 


to ride roughly over them and they | 


cease giving tips to reporters. 
he ban lasted several weeks and 


| began to weaken this week when it! L 
was noted that the sun was coming! 
up every morning on schedule, re-! 
de- | 
| Local 60 of musicians’ union dedi- | lighted at ; not being annoyed by | 
cated Honor Roll last week with | trivia, are inclined to continue to go 
names of more than 100 members in | 2lon¢ with the theory to the dis- 
| comfort of the praise paragraphers | 
divorced | who were, more or less, innocent by- 


gardliess. Aviation reporters, 


standers. 

The most recent spark of near- 
beer genius to come from the hot- 
aerial councils is that they will ‘per- 
publicity on theatrical people 


‘Corn Is Green’ at Nixon jumpin’! or vacationing. 


The English reels| 
| are not as polished as the American | 
| editions but do surpass Hollywood | 


Hollywood 


Porter Hall recuperating 
minor surgery. 

Olympe Bradna drew her final 
American citizenship papers. 

George Brown back at his Para- 
mount desk after long illness. 


Melvyn Douglas to Washington te 
resume his government chores. 


Pauline Garon, former film star, 
divorced Clyde Harland Alban, actor. 


Dannny Winkler back at his desk 
after two weeks’ bout with influenza. 

Adoption of baby girl by the Fred 
MacMurrays approved in Superior 
Court. 

Raoul Walsh sued for $100.000 by 
Summers Stickney, realtor, charging 
slander. a 

Joan Fontaine to the hospital for 
two weeks of treatment for sacro- 
iliae trouble. 


Neil Hamilton, former screen star, 
became an associate in the Paul 
Kohner agency. -_ 

Lieut. James Stewart back in 
town to do a training short for the 
Army Air Corps. 


Ida Lupino back to work at War- 
ners after three weeks of recupera- 
tion at Palm Springs. 

Rex Taylor, film writer, filed 
bankruptcy petition, listing debts at 
$3.371 and assets at $140. 

Carole Landis, who was Francis 
Lillian Hunt in private life, had her 
nom-de-film made legal. 

John Truesdell joined the Colum- 
bia publicity staff, continuing with 
his syndicated Hollywood column. 

Bing Crosby and Bob Hope putting 
on a series of golf matches for 
Women’s Voluntary Service group. 


Ernst Lubitsch and Vivian Gaye 
Lubitsch announced a_ separation, 
with a friendly divorce in prospect. 

RKO studio bowling team won the 
George Schaefer trophy in a tele- 
graph series with the home office 
keglers. 


Hedy Lamarr made an out-of- 
court settlement of a claim for $16,- 
952 in legal fees filed by seven 
| lawyers. 
| Jack Loeb, former partner of Wil- 
‘iam Fox in theatrical enterprises, 
|moved to California after 15 years 





from 





jin Honoluiu. 


Robert Paige back to work after 
a three-day knockout by a prop vase 
swung by Virginia Bruce on the set 
|in ‘Pardon My Sarong.’ 
| John Barrymore obtained a tem- 
|porary injunction restraining Ro- 
jland Rich Woolley, attorney from 
| filing suit for $7,500, assertedly due 
for legal fees. 


Chicago 


Susan Hayward of films in town. 
Flores Cortez organizing her own 
| Hawaiian orchestra. 

| Eddy Duchin will 
|Empire Room June 24. 
| R. W. Rome, ASCAP district man- 
| ager, back from road trip. 

| Wally Vernon departs from Coli- 
simo’s in favor of Dolly Kay. 

| Johnny Howard, with Michael 
Loring orchestra, now at 805 Club. 

| Jules Herberveaux returned from 
NBC program conference in New 
York. 

George Guyon, of CBS, deferred 
until April 30 when he joins air 
corps. 

Bob Hawk stopped off in Chi dur- 
| ing visit at Notre Dame for radie 
; Snow, 
| Cab Calloway inaugurated Tues- 

day night dancing at Servicemen’s 
Center. 

Glenmore Musie company debuts 
| this week under banner of Nick 
| Porozoft. 

Mark Woods, chairman of 
of Blue Network, stopped 
route to the Coast. 


San Francisco 


Don Currlin, KQW announcer, is 
studying law. 

Larry Adler and harmonica held 
over for a week at the Mark Hop- 
kins hotel. 

Bill Helm, general manager of 
Peterson circuit, convalescing from 
hernia operation. 

Joe Barajas, former head waiter 
at Copacabana, has taken over dining 
| concession at Streets of Paris. 

Don Ferrera’s Cuban Band, from 
| the Palladium in Hollywood, bocked 
for opening of Andy Wong’s Shangri 











depart from 


board 
off en 





a. 
Ellis Levey, western division man- 
, ager, Telenews Theatres, has been 
in Buffalo opening new Telenews 
house. 

Norman Nesbitt, KFRC-Don Lee 
newscaster, is on two weeks’ vaca- 
tic, with Jim Doyle pinch-hitting on 
7 a. m. news on KFRC. 

New KGO pomp of Sports’ 
| program features Ernie Smith, 
| sportscaster: Bill Leiser, sporis edi- 
| tor, amd Prescott Sullivan, sports 
| writer. 

William Winter, CBS-KQW news 
dopester, who shortwaves over 
KGEI, was called ‘That smart aleck 
commentator by Jap 
| radio. 
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Wednesday, April 29, 1942 





OBITUARIES 


Lou's R. (DOC) ADAMS 

Louis R. (Doc) Adams, 65, one of 
the most peculiar characters around 
Broadway, died April 23 in New 
York. He was calied Doc Adams 
and few knew his first name. He is 
said to have emanated from Chicago. 

Adams had a large bulbous nose 
and it was no secret that he was ad- 
dicted to low grade whiskey. He 
spent his days at an office in the 
former Longacre building, 42nd and 
Broadway, where for the last two 
or three years he would bet on the 
races, having a limit of $150 daily, 
win, lose or draw. 

Adams is reputed to have consid- 
erable sums in a number of savings 
banks and, while he dabbled in show 
business, he cleaned up in kindred 
fields, such as handling advertising 
in benefit shows of fraternal organ- 
izations, when the take was 50%. 
He claimed to have backed a one- 
night tour of ‘Scandals,’ but those 
who knew Adams said it was diffi- 
cult for the veteran to tell the truth. 
He also arranged theatre parties to 
considerable profit and for a time 
was claimed to have been a press 
agent in burlesque. 

A physician, in reporting his dem- 
ise to an office building tenant who 
was friendly with Adams, said, ‘He 
had everything the matter with him 
except measles.’ 





ALBERT DAVIS 

Albert Davis, 80, former show-card 
painter and owner of one of the best 
collections of theatrical data, died in 
Brooklyn April 22. The collection 
was valued at $75,000 and included 
100,000 photographs, 100,000 pro- 
grams and 50,000 lithographs and 
miscellaneous items. His earliest was 
from 1852 and was a picture of the 
first ‘Uncle Tom’s Cabin’ company. 
He had had a brief unsuccessful 
stage career himself. 

Davis had also been in Hollywood, 
his collection being used as a guide 
for pictures with Victorian back- 
grounds. Among some of the pic- 
tures in his collection were those of 
Sarah Bernhardt, Lily Langtry, 
Lillian Russell, Nat Goodwin, David 
Belasco, the Barrymores, Billy Rose, 
Bill Robinson, Edwin Booth, Charles 
Frohman and the Floradora Sextet. 
He started to collect in 1890 but by 
1915 he was making more money out 
of his collection than from show- 
cards. 

Two sons and a brother survive. 





H. M. CARRUTHERS, JR. 


H. Manful (Buddy) Carruthers, 20, 
son of H. M. Carruthers and the 
nephew of Glenn Carruthers, Grove 
City, Pa., exhibs, was killed recently 
in-a Miami airplane crash in which 
four other fliers and passengers per- 
ished. Young Carruthers was a pilot 
instructor, one of the youngest in the 
country, and only recently had been 
in charge of training a group of 
British flying cadets. He lost his 
life when the plane in which he was 
practicing blind flying with instru- 
ments struck another ship.in mid- 
air, killing the occupants of both 
crafts instantly. 

The elder Carruthers and his 
brother, long an active exhibitor, 
acquired the Guthrie theatre in 
Grove City five years ago. Body of 
the young pilot was placed in a 
crypt at the Woodlawn Memorial 
Park cemetery in Miami. 





KENDAL WESTON 


George K. Weston, 79, known on | 


the stage as Kendal Weston, and an 
actor and director for over 50 years, 
died in Cambridge, Mass., April 25. 
He began his career 60 years ago as 
an assistant stage director in a Bos- 
ton theatre. As an actor he had 
appeared in many Skakespearean 
roles as well as other plays. 

As a stage director Weston di- 
rected for Andrew Mack and had 
performed with Robert Mantell, Ed- 
win Booth, Charles Bickford, Edna 
May Oliver, Maurice Costello and 
Donald Meek. He had played the 
lead in ‘Pair of Sixes,’ which had a 
successful tour of the U. S., retiring 
a decade ago, but he returned to 
direet the 1934 Hasty Pudding Club 
Show at Harvard College, his last 
theatrical enterprise. 

Survived by a brother. 





MRS. HATTIE BELL ENGERS 


Mrs. Hattie Bell Engers, 70, who 
started her stage career at the age 
of three and retired in 1936, died 
April 20 of pneumonia in a Fort 
Worth, Texas, hospital. She and her 
husband, both of whom were known 
as Hattie and Rudy Bell since their 


appearance in ‘Musical Bells,’ toured 
the continent with their own act 
after having met and married when 
they were with the same circus 
troupe. 


ents, had toured the United States and 
Canada on showboats, in stage shows 
and under the big top. She claimed 
to be the first woman to do the iron- 
jaw act in public—the stunt requir- 
ing the performer to be suspended in 
midair by a twirling rope held in the 
teeth, 





Cc. M. HALLARD 

C. M. Hallard, 76, British actor, 
died in a Surrey, England, hospital 
recently. Dramatic actor for 50 
years, he commenced his career in 
F. _R. Benson’s repertory company, 
appeared in many Shakespearean pro- 
ductions and in a number of plays 
with Beerbohm Tree. Also acted 
with John ‘Hare, Julia Neilson, Fred 
Terry and Marie Tempest before go- 
ing into management on his own. 

Played in U. S. with Marie Lohr, 
toured South Africa and Australia 


-with Irene Vanbrugh and Dion Bouci- 


cault, and in between times the Lon- 
don stage saw him in countless char- 
acterizations. From 1917 he had also 
appeared in a number of films. 





BJOERN BJOERNSON 
Bjoern Bjoernson, 82, son of the 
late Bjoernstjerne Bjoernson, famed 
Norwegian writer and dramatist, and 
in his own right an actor, manager 
and dramatist, died in Oslo, Norway, 
April 14. 

He was a founder of the Norwe- 
gian National Theatre and had ap- 
peared in many roles including that 
of Peer Gynt. Of his three plays, 
‘The Sun is Shining’ is the best 
known. He had also written books 
and articles about his father and 
had toured America in 1928, 





HARALD FROST es 

Harald Frost, until recently Par- 
amount’s manager in Denmark, died 
last week in Copenhagen, according 
to a cable received by John W. Hicks, 
Jr., Par’s foreign chief, from Carl 
York, company’s general manager in 
Stockholm. Cause of death was not 
given. 

Frost handled the Danish business 
from the Copenhagen office until re- 
cently, when Paramoufit completed 
the liquidation of all Denmark busi- 
ness. 





BERNARD FIEDLER 

Bernard Fiedler, 64, violinist with 
Boston Symphony Orchestra for 
more than 40 years, died April 20 
in Brookline, Mass. He had been an 
active member of the symph’s strings 
section almost since its inception, It 
still includes his brother, Emanuel 
Fiedler. 





MRS. BETTY OLVERA 

Mrs. Betty Olvera, one of the Rief- 
fenach Sisters, formerly in the Ring- 
ling circus, died in Louisville, April 
16. 

Equestrienne had been in a hos- 
pital since January, when she was 
critically burned after a stove ex- 
ploded in her trailer. Act had been 
with the Cole Brothers circus more 
recently. 





HELAINE L. BROWN 

Helaine L. Brown, dancer known 
as ‘Brownie,’ died April 21 in New 
York after a long illness. She had 
worked in the chorus of ‘Anything 
Goes’ and Earl Carroll’s ‘Vanities,’ 
among other Broadway musicals. 

Mother, two sisters and a brother 
survive. 


| 





MRS. GEORGE N. KNOX 


Mrs. George N. Knox, 61, died 
April 5 at her home in St. Albans, 
Vt. She appeared with the comedy 
musical act, Knox Bros. and Helene, 
over the Keith-Proctor, Western 
Vaudeville Association, and Pantages 
circuits. 

Survived by husband and brother. 





RUBE GREENBERG 


Rube Greenberg, 31, operator of 
the Rex theatre, Irvington, N. J., 
was killed in a crash of Hudson tube 
trains at Jersey City, N. J., Sunday 
night (26). 

Survived by his widow, and a re- 
cently-born baby. 

Further details in film section. 





ROBERT F. KARKUNOFF 


Robert F. Karkunoff, 70, scenic 
artist who had painted the sets for 
‘The Red Mill’ and “The Wizard of 
Oz’ as well as other stage produc- 








tions, died in Buffalo, N.Y., April 23. 


Mrs. Engers, daughter of actor-par- 


He had lived in Buffalo the last 27 
years and had painted murals for 
theatres and restaurants. 





MRS. JULIA R. McCORMICK 

Mrs. Julia R. McCormick, former 
concert singer and member of the 
old Boston Grand Opera Co., died 
in Taunton, Mass., April 21. 





MONTE BREWER 

Monte Brewer, eight - year-old 
member of Brewer family of kid 
actors and singers, died April 21 in 
Hollywood of a stomach ailment. 
With his sisters, Betty and Elene, he 
acted in pictures and sang on the 
radio. 





PROFESSOR LEROY 
_ Wilfred Amnot, 62, former vaude- 
villian, died in Lynn, Mass., April 
20. Known as Prof. Fred Leroy, 
contortionist. 





Mrs. Carrie Garrett Shaw, 62, wife 
of Len G. Shaw, Detroit Free Press 
drama editor, died at her home in 
Detroit Thursday (23) following a 
long illness. 





Father of Harry Minor, who’s with 
the Ringling circus b.o. staff, died at 
his home in Camelton, Ind., April 13. 





Mrs. Cole (‘Mom’) McElroy, died 
April 21 in Portland, Ore. She was 
wife of Cole (‘Pop’) McElroy, Port- 
land ballroom operator. 





Mrs. Elizabeth Olyott Loker, 70, 
mother of Don Carey, Hollywood 
film actor, died April 20 in Natick, 
Mass. 





B’way Showmen 


Continued from page } 


fit too, also summer resorts where 
cars are not a must. Seashore re- 
sorts such as Atlantic City should 
boom despite the dimming of lights 
along the coast, cars not being used 
to any great extent. An indication 
was had around Easter, when the 
seashore was jammed. Fact that 
there are no war works anywhere 
near such resorts should make them 
safe from possible bombing, it is 
argued, 

Strawhat operators were jittery 
over the outlook even before the 
gas reports, which had the effect of 
stopping preparations in some hide- 
aways. Around Equity it was pre- 
dicted that the number of stocks 
would be cut away down, that being 
supported when Washington, while 
denying that gas supplies would be 
cut as much as reported, said that 
‘motoring as usual’ is out. If the 
summer theatres are clipped it is 
assumed that road houses will be as 
badly off. 

Many motorists in the east are re- 
ported having already put their cars 
in- dead storage. That is evident 
even in suburban N. Y., where long 
lines form to ride in busses, 

Only summer theatres near metro- 
politan centers may be able to op- 
erate if gas rationing is as tough as 
indicated. Hideaway show shop 
audiences go to and from the shows 
in cars almost 100%, and country 
busses could not begin to accommo- 
date playgoers. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Horace Finney, son, 
in Burbank, Cal., April 2. Father is 
purchasing agent at Warners. 

Mr, and Mrs. John Beck, son, in 
Hollywood, April 28. Father is with 
Music Corp. gf America there. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bob Nesbitt, daugh- 
ter, in Pittsburgh, April 10. Father 
is with Monogram exchange, Pitts- 
burgh. 

Mr. and Mrs. Pat Dolan, son, in 
New York April 18. Father is head 
of exploitation-publicity for Colum- 
bia Records. 

Mr. and Mrs, Herb Haymer, son, in 
New York, April 22. Father is saxo- 
phonist with Woody Herman orches- 
tra. 

Mr. and Mrs. | Raymer, son, in 
Chicago, April 21. Father is with 
Producers Releasing Corp. 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank J. Lynch, son, 
in Oklahoma City, April 18. Father 
is sales representative for CBS sta- 
tion KOMA, Oklahoma City. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Edwards, 
daughter, in New York, April 27. 
Father is creator-conductor of radio 
show ‘Truth or Consequences.’ 

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Smith, daughter, 
in Pittsburgh, April 23. Father is a 
newscaster at KDKA, Pittsburgh. 

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Moore, son, in 
Seattle, April 4. Father is a sales- 
man at KOMO-KJR, Seattle. 

Mr. and Mrs. Mac Switzer, son, in 
Denver, April 19. Father is auditor 
at KFEL, Denver. 

Mr, and Mrs. Sam Sims, daughter, 
in Indianapolis, April 13. Father is 








announcer at WFBM, Indianapolis. 








Roger Roland 
Ken Stevens 
Dick Winslow Ore 


Biltmore Bow! 


Rufe Davis 

Rogers Dancers 

Bob Shea 

Larry Stewart 

Theodore & Denesha 

Phil Harris Ore 
Casa Manana 


Joe Martin 

Dootsie Williams O 

Jan Savitt Ore 
Cocoanut Grove 


Skinnay Ennis Ore 
Carmene 

Earl Carroll 
lhe Debonatirs 
W West & McGinty 
Gali Gali 
Willis West, Jr 
La Vonn Moyer 
Rue Willie 
Morine Howell 
Beryl Wallace 
St Clair & Day 
Marc Ballero 
Bill Brady 
Michel Ortiz Bd 
Manny Strand Ore 
Florentine Garden 


Fred Scott 

Kay Mayfield 
Sugar Geise 

Jerry Bergen 
Murtah Sisters 
Grace Poggi 

R Friml Jr Ore 
Charlie Foy'’s Club 
Charley Foy 

Cliff Edwards 
Elizabeth T Martin 
Dick Harris 

Red Stanley Ore 
Grace Hayes Lodge 
Valadez 

Mary Healy 

Inecito 

P Lind Hayes Orc .- 
Hollywood Tropics 
Mack Malone 





Dolores Gay 
Maxine Lewis 
Paul Neighbors Orc 
Dick Thomas 


House of M 
Fred Thompson 
Bob Murphy 
Beth Reynolds 
Frankie Gallagher 


Little Troc 


Victor Borge 
Mocambo 
Roseann Stevens 
Rita Christiani 
Billy Barnett Ore 
Macambo Cafe 
Volero Sisters 
Carlos Rameriz 
Felix Martinique 
Art Crippen Orc 
Palladium 
Harry James Ore 
Seven Seas 
Chief Sautini 
Malua 
Nohealani 
Eddie Bush Ore 
Stanley Wheeler 
Charlie Openut 
Slapsy Maxies 
Benny Lessy 
Jackie Gleason 
Billy Reed 
May Williams 
Patti Moore 
Sam Lewis 
Joe Plumer Ore 
Streets of Paris 
Ivy, Vern & Vonn 
Austin McCoy 
Wingy Manone Ore 
Swannee inp 
Mead ‘Lux’ Lewis 
Eddie Beal 
Loume!l Morgan 8 


anon 
Duke Ellingten Ore 
uville 
Joe Turner 
Lee & Lester 
Slim & Slam 
Spirits of Rhythm 


CLEVELAND 


Alpine Village 
Del Kay 
Jack, Jim Warner 
Kurtis Marionettes 
Elgins 
Willie Matthias Orc 
Myron Ryan 

Eldorado Club 
Jim MacKenzie Orc 

Freddie's Cafe 
Renee Villon 
Beth O'Malley 
Southern Girls 
Chaney & Harley 
Larry Vincent 
Al Lackey Orc 

Gourmet Club 
Royal Hawaiians O 

Hotel Allerton 
Henry Pildnéer Ore 

Hotel Carter 
Thixton Sprenger 
Charles Wick Ore 
Jacquelina 

Hotel Cieveland 
Carmen Cavallaro O 
Hotel Fenway Hall 
Jules and Webb 
Polson Gardner 





Coralll 
Hotel Hollenden 
Laura D Dutton 
Lucille, Ed Roberts 
Robinson Twins 
Katherine Hoyt 
Vicki Nevada 
Bill McCune Ore 
Hotel Statler 
Clint Noble Ore 
La Conga Club 
Freddie Carlone Ore 
Lindsay’s Skybar 
Nan Blakstone 
Sue Sanders 
Pearl de Lucca 
Monaco’s Cafe 
Don Bestor Orc 
Mounds Club 
Cross & Dunn 
Regal Club 
Ducky Malvin Ore 
3700 Club 
Cy Reeves 
Roberta 
Evelyn Scott 
Hal Hall 
Hollie LaVelle 
Don Walsh Ore 


BOSTON 


Beachcomber 


Harry Morrissey Ore 
Chico Simone Ore 
Judy Ellington 
Clarissa 

Clare & Arena 
Beach-charmers (6) 


Blinstrub’s 


Peter Bodge Ore 
Boyd Heathen 
Terese Rudolf 
Cortelli Canines 
Marion Belette 
English Bros 


Club Mayfair 


Ranny Weeks Oro 
Hal Roberts Orc 
Iris Ison 

Georgie Price 

Una Cooper 

Artini & Consuelo 
Maybelle Young R 
Club Vanity Fair 


Al Dickerman Ore 

Madel’e Harrington 

Stella Ray 

Dalrio Miami 
Cocoanut Grove 


Mickey Alpert Ore 
Don Rico Ore 
Buster Keim Rev 
Billy Paine 
Woods & Bray 
Ann Bronte 
Carr Bros 
(Melody Lounge) 
Marjorie Garretson 
Herb Lewis 
Copley Plaza 
(Sheraton Room) 
Hal Saunders Orc 
Dorothy Lewis 
Lucille LaMarr 
John Farrell 
(Merry-Go-Round) 
Mark Gilbert 3 


Copley Square Hotel 


Al DeForrest 

Arthur Ward 
Crawford House 

Freddy Rubin Ore 

Crawfordettes 

Sally Keith 

Ralph Fielder 

Harriet 

Fox & Hounds Club 


(Rhumba Casino 
Room) 


Marion Frances 
Paul & Mae Winik 
Barron Lynn Gls 
Charlies Wolk Ore 
Milton George Orc 
Hi-Hat 
Pete Herman Ore 
Frank Petty 
Hotel Bradford 
(Circus Room) 
Jack Davis 
Lucille & J Maloney 
Hotel Buckminister 
(National Room) 
J Dominguez Orc 
Hotel Essex 
Ken Travers Ore 
Jack Manning Ore 
Billy Kelly 
Ada Marova 
Bill Groin 





Yin Daley 
Tean Monti 
Sally Harris 


Hotel Fensgate 
(Satire Room) 


Beverly Burke 
Neil Phillips 
Lucille & F Roberts 
Walter Boag 
Irwin Polk 
Dr H Armanski 
Hotel Lenox 
Bob Hardy Ore 
Way Ivers 
Hotel Minerva 
Bunny MeVey Ore 
Barbara Douglass 
Hotel Somerset 
(Balinese Room) 


Harry Marshard O 


Hotel Statler 
(Terrace Room) 
Leighton Noble Ore 
(Cafe Rouge) 
Salvy Cavicchio Ore 


Hotel Vendome 
(Fife & Drum Km) 


Oscar Elgart Ore 
Jolene 

Ella Wilson 
Helen Douglass 
Helen Shepard 


Ken Club 


Farren Bros Ore 
Russ Howard 
Jerry & Lillian 


Latin Quarter 


Anthony Bruno Ore 

Rhumboliers Ore 

Sid Tomack 

Reis Bros 

Shayne & Armsatr’g 

Biltmorettes 

6 Lovely Ladies 

Don Arden Gis 
(Lounge Bar) 


Hum & Strum 
Sara La Platta 


Rio Casino 


George Harris Ore 
Harry de Angelis O 
Helen Carrol 

Coley Worth 
Patricia yy J 
Oliver Sis & Lewis 
Arthur Blake 
Buster Keim Rev 


(Garden Lounge) 
Mai & F Dearbon 


Steuben’s 
(Vienna Room) 


Lew Conrad Ore 
Ada Gonzales Trio 
Dorothy Deering 
Doris Abbott 
Jimmy Marr 


The Cave 


Don DiBona Ore 
Jack Fisher 
Tamera Doriva 
Elvez Cortes 
Jimmy Marr 
Pir-ettes (5) 
Tic-Toe 
Bob Astor Ore 
Dell Parker 
Tremont Plaza 
Duke Lorenzo Ore 


Bills Next Week 


Continued from page 47 








DETROIT 


Book-Cadillac Hotel Johnny Policy 


(Book Casino) 
Meta Stauder 
Frank Gagen (re 


Laskey Sis 
Clem Hawkins 
Leonard Seei Ure 


(Motor Bar) rthwood 
Dick Rock Northw ing 
Bowery Daie Rhodes 


Theresa Rudolph 


i 
Mischa Auer Von Amata 


Joyce Hunte 
Pear Pvhew anf Ray Calin Ore 
How Paceo Dancers| Olde Wayne Club 
Capt Franke & Pals; Howard Benedict @ 
Alice Kennedy Jack London 
Nils & Nadynne Paim Beach 
Yvette Dare Pat Patterson 
Don Arden Pane The De Winters 
Johnny King Nellie Clark 
Charlie Carlis‘e Kay Mackaye 
Benny Resh Ore Beatrice Gardner Gs 
Brass Rail bon Pablo Orc 
Del Parker Penobscot Club 
Seymour Hoffman Patricia Willis 
Roy Swartz Paula Drake 
Jeanne Rand Jimmy Clark 
Casanova Pamela Britton 
Lopez & Lyntons Ramon Ramos Ore 
Victor Charles Huck’s Redford ina 
Vicki La Meer Mac McGraw Ore 


Jessica Garwood Royale 
Herman Ziehl Pat Henning & Sue 
Lee Walters Ore Carol King 

Club Congo The Gaylords 
Congoettes Doraine & Ellis 


Larry Steele Faber Dancers 
Margaret Watkine Stan Norris Ore 
Billy Adams Statler Hotel 
Sausage & P’kchops| Pancho Orc 
6 Calloway Dancers Sake 
Sahji Hoffman & Kaye 
Rob Parrish Dorothy Snow 
Congo Ore Tyron Sisters 
Corktown Tavern Billy & Jack Elliot 
Don Harris Taft-Kretlow Gls 
Hart & Allison Harvey Stone 
Panchita Villa Pete Viera Ore 
Phil Skillman Ore San D 
Frontier Ranch Gene Emerald 
Irving Harmon Glenn Dale 
Nicky & Jimmy The Bordens 
Margaret Andrews | Dotty Sloan 


Artie Fields Orc Cliff Arvin 
Grand Terrace Al Alexander Ore 
Gloria Parker Ore Stevadora 


Earl Parchman Good & Goody 


Haymarket Great Seigfreid 
Ted ‘Cookie’ Cook | Eddy Shepherd 
Henri Jack Thomas Ore 
Phelps & Cullenbine The Tropics 
Dot Wyler Al Tucker - 

Ted Davis Lyle Carlyle Ore 
Laura Jean Dale Rhodes 
Hund’s Bernice Salis 


Sun Val Serenaders Vernes 
London Chop House| Roy Twardy 
Connie Barleau Babette Petite 
Chet Everhart York & Theresa 
Rubv Orc Bill Tracy 

Club Mayfair Jack Nelsen Ore 
Marty Joyce Whittier Hotel 
Carol Crane (Gold Cub Room) 
Mervin Jensen Herman Fine 
Dorothy Gerron Wonder Bar 
Phil Olsen Ore 

Mickey’s 

Billy Meagher 
Charles & R Jenkins 
La Temple 
Ray Vincent 
Delores Lamont 


Madelon Baker 

Manuel Lopez Ore 

Sammy Dibert Ore 
509 Club 

Dale Rhodes 

Di Giovanni 

Dottie Ard 

Jean Moore 

Joy & Juanita 

Delia & Drigo 

Horace Houck Ore 


Mickeyettes 

Joe Banket Ore 
Nebiolo’s 

Fay & Andre 


Stars Sell Bonds 


Continued from page 1 




















ficials in Washington and New York, 
30 stars will sell War Bonds and 
Stamps in 120 cities in a coast-to- 
coast campaign opening June 1. 
Supplementing personal appearers 
will be a nationwide all-star radio 
drive and a series of short films 
showing many of the Hollywood 
toppers who have entertained at 
Army camps, 

Importance of the colored film 
and stage players in the wartime 
effort is recognized in the appoint- 
ment of Hattie McDaniel as a mem- 
ber of the Hollywood Victory Com- 
mittee. Her elaguence will be de- 
voted chiefly to the Southern states 
and to the large Negro sectors in 
New York, Chicago and Detroit. 

Special sub-committee to coordin- 
ate radio and #lm war activities 
consists of Sidney Strotz, Don Gil- 
William 


man, Donald Thornburg, 
Forges, Lewis Allen Weiss, Bert 
Allenberg, Bette Davis, Rosalind 


Russell, Feldman and Fred W. Beet- 
son. In addition, a speakers bureau 
has been organized, with Edward 
Arnold as chairman, to make up & 
list of industrial biggies available 
for patriotic addresses. 


MARRIAGES 


Mary Ellen Hénderson to James 
Sotus, in Pittsburgh, April 18. Bride 
is assistant music librarian at KDKA, 
Pittsburgh. 

Margaret Woodward to Oliver D. 
Kichel, in Washington, March 29. 
Groom is son of Pittsburgn exhib and 
a radio engineer instructor for army 
and navy. 

Lois Tinsley to Theron Holt, in 
San Antonio, April 26. He is assist- 
ant news editor of station WOAI, 
San Antonio. 

Salome Simmons to Mark Hansen, 
in Denver, April 22. Couple do a 
program on KFEL, Denver. 

Julia Rice to Leland Hargraves, in 
Indianapolis, April 3, Bride is with 
WFBM, Indianapolis, 

Mary Plotczyk to Carl J. Vos- 
burgh, in Pittsfield, Mass., last 
week, He’s business manager of 
Cleveland Symphony Orchestra. 

Irene Coleman to Robert Andrews, 
in Beverly Hills, April 25. Bride is 
film player; he’s a scenarist. 

Geann Morris to Nacio Herb 
Brown, in Yuma, Ariz., April 27. 
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PA's Show Biz Exemptions 





Washington, April 28. 


Nearly everything bought by film producers, exhibitors and broad- 
casters is placed under price control, but regulations issued today by 
Price Administrator Leon Henderson, in conformity with the statute, 


spe 


cifically exempt theatre admissions and time sales from Federal 


freezing, along with newspapers and magazines. Sweeping order 
will protect broadcasters and all motion picture units from rising 
costs, since ceilings on thousands of prices include items used in both 


ind 
modities. 


ustries and services rendered in connection with sales of com- 


Explanatory OPA statement emphasized film rentals, theatre tickets 
and radio time are not touched, because Congress included these 
businesses along with the press, in restricting Henderson’s authority. 
Advertising services and news services also are unaffected. 

Rent ceilinggwvill not apply to industrial establishments, only indi- 

residences. 


viduals and 
ers, radio 


Rates charged by garages, laundries, clean- 
repair shops, and similar outfits are controlled, but not 


fees for purely personal services (such as doctors, lawyers, barbers). 
Freezing applies to wholesalers and manufacturers May 11; to re- 
tailers May 18, and to services July 1. 



































initial poll of the Coast toppers finds 
wholehearted support of any war- 
time tax measures the President may 
consider necessary. From Sam Gold- 
wyn to Jack Benny, the early round- 
up indicates an all-out with F.D.R. 

And thus, although the payoff 
henceforth may be mostly in patriot- 
ism, instead of big cash takings, in- 
dications are that the film stars and 
Hollywood studios will likely con- 
tinue to turn’ out high-budget prod- 
uct in order to maintain high morale 
under wartime conditions. 

Entire structure of film production 
becomes largely dependent, how- 
ever, upon the good will and cooper- 
ation, rather than the earning power, 
of picture stars, directors, writers 
and producers by virtue of Presi- 
dent Roosevelt’s proposal on Mon- 
day (27). * 

The first reaction in industry cir- 
cles following the President’s an- 
nouncement was question whether 
stars like Gable, Crosby, Bette 
Davis, Taylor, Power, Cooper, Grant, 
Hope, Abbott & Costello, Deanna 
Durbin, et al., would continue to 
make the same number of pictures 
annually following windup of cur- 
rent contracts. 

Asked how he thought the Presi- 
dential decree would affect Holly- 
wood, Barney Balaban, Paramount 
prexy, stated, ‘I think that should 
come from the stars.’ He added that 
the newest tax problem, as it would 
affect production, was a matter for 
serious consideration. [The Holly- 
wood reaction is detailed below). 


Hits Hollywood 


The President’s proposed tax 
measure strikes more heavily at the 
studios, due to their high-priced tal- 
ent rosters, than any other industry. 
Even if the measure should be even- 
tually modified, allowing for maxi- 
mum income of $50,000 annually, 
with liberal allowances for main- 
taining the glamor illusion of pic- 
ture celebs, the industry is faced 


with a staggering problem in pre- | 
las extending price ceilings to film 


| rentals 


vailing upon high-salaried stars, par- 
ticularly those not under long term 
contract, to continue making the 
Same number of pictures as hereto- 
fore. 

Distribution department heads, in 
the two years immediately preced- 
ing America’s entry into the war, 
even prior to the President’s new- 
est tax plan had been faced with the 
problem of overcoming the reluc- 
tance of big name players to appear 
in the same number of pictures as 
prior to the upped surtaxes. Field 
forces have for some time been bear- 
ing the brunt of exhibitor demands 








Ceiling OK in Hollywood 


———— eng continued from page | 
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50,000 Such Incomes 





Unfavorable editorial and 
Congressional criticism of the 
proposed $25,000 income ceiling 
was widespread, following the 
announcement of the proposal, 
though Treasury Department 
figures showed only about 50,000 
persons in the U. S. likely to be 
affected. 

Whether the figure suggested 
or other forms of super-taxes 

*will eventually be adopted, how- 
ever, does not appear likely to 
affect the issue since the Ad- 
ministration seems to be aiming 
at a greater equalization of liv- 

_ ing standards for the duration. 

AL SOIT LEE VICE a 
largely on the reaction of ‘the stars 

in Hollywood.’ . 
Paradoxically the agent, that fac 








tor in show business generally re-| 


garded as responsible for creating 
the high priced market for stars 
through competitive bidding and ex- 
pert evaluation of boxoffice values, 
stands to suffer as severely as any 
other element. Gross volume of 
talent agencies, some with place- 
ments reaching close to $15,000,000 
a year, will be among the first to be 
affected. 

Though producer-distributors and 
circuit operators would also come 
under the general $25,000 income 
ceiling, the impression prevails that 
the most obvious problem will be in 


| retaining the cooperation of talent. 


This is predicated on the theory that 
industry heads have a permanent 
stake in show business. either 
through stock holdings or via long 
term contracts while talent is on a 
relatively short term basis with no 
security to look forward to after the 
war is over. Necessity of maintain- 
ing public morale is counted upon 
to alleviate this situation. 

President 
Congress definitely 


not construed 


or theatre admissions. The 


|exemption of pictures from the price 





for more marquee strength in pro- | 


ductions while, at the same time, an 
increasing number of top ranking 
Players cut their output from four 
to three or even two pictures a vear. 


Since the war, studio heads have | 
been stressing the point that stars | 


should continue making pictures re- 
gardless of taxation in order to do 
their bit in maintaining public 
morale. Another argument advanced 
was that prolonged absence from 
the screen would make even the 
best known players ‘forgotten stars.’ 
Morale 

Concensus of opinion is that the 
Picture stars can now be best ap- 
Proached from the standpoint of 
their value in maintaining national 
morale. But a considerable reduc- 
tion in starring productions is an- 
ticinated regardless, and the prob- 
lem of handling some of the tem- 
peramental top names, when earn- 
ing power no longer figures promi- 
nently, will call for new highs in 
Studio diplomacy. 


for producers is common to the ex- 


nibition branch of the business. 
heatre operators as well as pro- | 
depend 


ducer-distributors will 





control act was established through 
amendments sponsored by Senator 
Downey of California when the bill 
was being debated in the Senate. 


Roosevelt’s message to} 


$145,000 for Harry 
highest 

704,425. 

While not as high in most of the 
other companies, the upper income 
groups in 20th-Fox, Paramount and 
Warners have earnings on a com- 
parable basis. 

In the matter of co. or te taxation 
there appears to be some belief that 
all industries will have another hear- 
ing before proposed excess profits 
taxes of from 75 to 90° are imposed. 
It is reported that J. Cheever Cow- 
din, chairman of the board of Uni- 
versal, is to make one or more ap- 
pearances before the Ways and 
Means Committee. [owdin recently 
presented a tax plan in Washington 
on behalf of the National Association 
of Manufacturers. 


‘Shock But No Surprise’; 
H’wood All-Out for FDR 


Hollywood, April 28. 

President Roosevelt's proposal for 
a $25,000 ceiling on annual earnings, 
after taxes, came as a shock to Hol- 
lywood, but not as a surprise. It 
has been bruited about among in- 
-dustry biggies, but no one thought 
it was so close at hand. 

Naturally it will upset the life 
and habits of many high wage- 
earners, but not so severely as 
might first seem. This state’s in- 
come tax is much more lenient than 
in other states, and family heads 
will benefit in that respect. Canvass 
of studios would indicate not more 
than 200 persons are affected by the 
freeze in upper brackets which 
F.D.R. is putting up to Congress for 
vote. Figured that only those earn- 
ing around $75,000 annually will be 
hit by the anti-infiationary measure. 
Considered likely many stars will 
slow up and, instead of crowding 
as many pictures as physically pos- 
sible into a year’s time, they will 
devote more time to war work. 

Retrenchment talk has been in 
the air for some time, so actual cut- 
ting down won't be so sudden or 
disrupting. 

While some studios maintained a 
no comment policy, several top fig- 
ures gave expressions of their agree- 
ment with the Roosevelt proposal. 
Samuel Goldwyn said, ‘I agree with 
the President the incomes should be 
limited for the duration. While boys 
in the front lines are sacrificing their 
lives, the least we can do is limit 
our income.’ 

Nate Blumberg, Universal prez, 
said, ‘We will certainly join any 
decision by the president, Congress 
and the people of this nation which 
pertains to our war effort. We are 
interested in only one thing—win- 
ning the war.’ 

Herbert Yates, Republic’s head- 
man, said, ‘This is the time to follow 
that often-used but rarely applied 
phrase, ‘Now is the time for all good 
men to come to aid their country.’ 
Republic and its personnel is ready 
and willing to meet the president’s 
request and ready and willing to 
abide by any future requests or de- 
mands the President may make for 
the good of our country.’ 


was Louis B. Mayer’s at 





actors in show biz, ‘anything that’s 
right with the President is right 
with me. It’s a privilege to give.’ 
Sentiment around studios seems to 
be that while F.D.R.’s proposal is 
not law yet, they will go all the 





Newspapers and radio stations are} effort if it is enacted.’ 


also exempt under this act. 
not specify any price restrictions on 
picture, radio or publishing business 


the over-all implication of his pro- 


posal is that prices remain at cur-| 


rent levels. 


Exempt Distribs-Exhibs 
Specifically Under EPC 


Distribution and exhibition 
branches of the film industry were 
specifically exempted by an amend- 


ment to the Emergency Price Con-! 


trol Act of 1942, and are not likely 
to be affected by the President’s pro- 
posal. President Roosevelt, Monday, 
stated that he was satisfied with the 
present law (EPC Act), further indi- 
cating that there would be no price 
ceilings on rentals or theatre ad- 
missions. 


Motion pictures sold for export are | 


also exempt from the provisions of 
orders issued Monday by the Office 
of Price Administration. 

Theatre equipment and supplies, 
however, come under the price fix- 
ing order. 

Indicative of the tremendous re- 
duction, in arnings for industry 


| execs, if a $25,000 or $50,000 earnings 
| limit goes into effect, is the state- 


The talent problem now looming’) 


ment of Loew-Metro on executive | 
| earnings 


made public about two 
months ago. Total salaries and per- 
centage participation of 12 top 
Loew-Metro executives totaled $3,- 
400,000 for 1941. The lowest indi- 
vidual income in this group was 


But | 
while the president’s message does | 


Not Counting Costs 
Henry Ginsberg, Paramount gen- 
eral manager, said, ‘I am in favor of 
whatever program the President and 
toward 


Congress deem necessary 
winning this war and *helping our 
'country. Right now. nothing else 
matters, nothing else counts.’ 

Y. Frank Freeman, prez of the 
Producers Association, said, ‘We are 
in this war to win and whatever 
sacrifices may be necessary to ac- 
complish this. I am sure will be 
gladly met. We are soldiers in the 
civilian army and will carry our re- 


sponsibility with a smile.’ 

tarry Cohn, prez Columbia, said, 
‘It is a patriotic privilege and duty 
of all of us to support the Presi- 
dent and Congress in any measure 
deemed vital to the national war ef- 
fort.’ 


| 


Rapf and the | 


| Coast Resorts’ Dark Days 


Continued irom page 1 


Jack Benny, one of the highest paid | 


way with the Administration’s war 

















stern sermons by top police officials, 
park department experts in charge 
of boardwalk and Edison illumination 
engineers. Latter outfit is now en- 
gaged in extensive experimentation 
on boardwalk to irsure type of black- 
out that will get nod from Army 
quarters. 
Lights Out 

Present situation calls for all high 
standard lights on north side of 
boardwalk to be out for duration, 
and on south side each high standard 
light has been painted out on sea- 
ward side. Surf avenue, Mermaid 
avenue and several other main 
arteries have undergone extensive 
| decreases in illumination. Instead of 
|using 340 watts in boardwalk bulbs, 
one now finds 115-watt bulbs. Eighty- 
five precent reduction in light inten- 
sity is figured when summer season 
rolls around officially. All highlights 
at Luna and Steeplechase parks are 
out. This also applies to roller coast- 
ers, wonder wheel and other high 
structures. Marquees on Coney’s ma- 
jor film houses—RKO Tilyou and 
Loew’s Coney Island—are not illumi- 
nated. Half Moon hotel, Coney’s 
principal hostelry, is putting black- 
out curtains on all windows. Steeple- 
chase’s indoor pavilion will have 
lights hooded and intensity reduced, 
but, until further notice from Gov- 
ernment aeronautical officials, red 
light.on former World’s Fair Para- 
chute Jump, now on boardwalk side 
of park, will continue to burn. Edict 
is due from Board of Transportation 
soon regarding lights on elevated 
lines running into the island. Sug- 
gestion has also been made that high 
canvas or fence be built along outer 
edge of boardwalk to cover illumina- 
tion from Coney’s low lights. 

Watch for Saboteurs 

Police realizing Coney’s crowd 
problem during hot spells have 
brought in a greater number of uni- 
formed and plainclothes men. More 
than twice the number of last year’s 
patrolmen will be present, and de- 
tectives have been more than dou- 
bled in order to keep sharper eyes 
on saboteurs and light-fingered gen- 
try. Several thousand local air raid 
wardens are cooperating with police 
in educating showmen what they 
must not do. Handling of crowds 
this season, more than ever before, 
will be ticklish. Many will be jit- 
tery, according to local observers, 
and they might panic at presence of 
overhead airplane or backfire of 
speedboat motor. Campaign will 
start soon to educate them not to 
stampede on beachfront. 

No new major attractions are be- 
ing planned for this season because 
of difficulty in securing steel and 
other essentials for games and rides. 
Two outdoor showmen actually 
planned bringing in new attraction 
|rated as successful biz producer, but 
| failed to obtain necessary priority 
| ratings. National Association of 
| Amusement Parks, official group, is 
i\having tough time getting permis- 
ision for members to buy limited 
|amount of steel for replacements on 
old rides—but is confident that Gov- 
;ernment finally will approve on 
|ground that masses need recreation 
\to keep up morale. 

Tiking 

Shooting gallery ops at Coney are 
|to tilt prices and cut down number 
of rifle shots because of ammunition 
scarcity. They're only getting 75% 
of former quota, and some are al- 
ready reducing length of magazines 
holding cartridges from 15 to 12 
shots. Merry-go-rounds, for years 
getting two bits for six rides, finally 
upped prices for adults, who now 
pay 10c (kids still grab rings for 
nickel). Several flat and gravity 
rides on island are also upping prices 
figuring that the folks wili have more 
coin this summer 

Number of Coney’s familiar fig- 
ures are moving to Atlantic City, 
|notably Dr. Martin Couney, baby in- 
cubator man, who thinks Jersey re- 
sort has greater possibilities this 
year, and Maurice Piesen, game and 
ride man, who wil! operate conces- 
sion at Hamid’s Pier. Sam Gum- 
| pertz, former Coney leader, contin- 
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| Toscanini 


Continued from page 1 








as conductor of the first fortnight of 
the season. Toscanini will be fol- 
lowed by Bruno Walter, Artur Rod- 
zinski, Dimitri Mitropoulos, Fritz 
Reiner and John Barbirolli as con- 


|sented to open season to help the 
| ticket sale of Philharmonic. 

The Philharmonic season will be 
the customary 28 weeks in length 
land an American Festival will be 


given in the Jatter half of the season 


S| free-gate 


ductors in that order. Toscanini con- | 


ues at Hamid’s Pier. 

Danzigers Back 

| The Danzigers will again operate 
|Luna Park, starting May 29, with 
policy. Manhattan and 
Oriental Beaches have been taken 
over by the Ccast Guard as train- 
ing station, causing ritzy bathers no 
end of confusion. Joseph P. Day, 
previous owner of Manhattan and 
Oriental, says he’s planning to jazz 
;}up things at strip of beach he still 
owns at Brighton, and there’s pos- 
sibility of profitable Manhattan 
Beach Day Camp moving into Luna 
Park. 
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it is well worth it, concessionaires 
swear by al! that is holy—but if only 
Schickelgruber is made to take a 
beautiful prattfall. 





Atlantic City Effect 
Atlantic City, April 28. 

Although this resort has been 
dimmed out as much as was thought 
possible, Mayor Tom Taggart ree 
ceived a telegram Saturday (25) 
from Thomas S. Dignan, chief of 
staff, New Jersey Defense Council, 
informing him -that it is not ‘satis- 
factory.’ 

Dignan informed the mayor that 
the Navy report stated ‘light glow 
could be seen 20 miles at sea and 
silhouets vessels.’ Message also car- 
ried warning that ‘overall glow must 
be cut down or drastic action will 
be taken.” 

‘Drastic’ action can mean only one 
thing — complete blackout. That 
would be disastrous to the resort's 
summer business. Thus all hotels, 
niteries, restaurants, and theatres 
have dimmed. Coming on top of gas- 
oline rationing edict. this is second 

low for resort in few days. 





Seattle Lights Up Again 
Seattle, April 28. 

Seattle still is preparec for any 
eventuality. But the town is lighting 
up nights. Thus the partial blackout 
is out. 

New city ordinance permits mar- 
quees and theatre signs, along with 
other commercial lighting, to light 
up, if the theatres obtain a permit 
for the modest fee of 50c, and show 
they have attendant or watchman to 
a the glimmers out in minute or 
ess. 


DIM-OUT WILL 
BOFF N. Y. ROOF 
NITERIES 


Army orders for dimming the At- 
lantic coastline to a depth of 15 miles 
inland, with all lights on skyscrapers 
above the 15th.story either extin- 
guished at night or thoroughly 
shaded, may work havoc with the 
swank New York City hotel roof 
niteries and the Rainbow Room atop 
Radio City. Nitery portions of the 
hotels, however, won’t be the only 
sufferers, the hostelries expecting 
demands from patrons to be housed 
strictly below the 15th floors, or else 
on courts, thus making high-story 
rentals difficult. 

Impact of the stringent 
regulations effective last night 
(Tuesday) was immediately recog- 








dim-out 





|ing general 
| Area. 


nized by the managements of every 


| tall building in N.Y. The execs of the 
| Rockefeller Center Radio City de- 
velopment immediately went into a 


huddle to map a thorough follow- 
through of the order issued by Major 
Gen. Irving J. Phillipson, command- 
of the Second Corps 
Similar meetings were in 
|order elsewhere, in hotels, office 
| buildings and tall apartment houses. 
The Rainbow Room, which was a 
strong attraction for the fine view 
it afforded of the city, as well as its 
class as an entertainment and dining 
spot, may take a b.o. wallop due to 
the fact that the dim-out of N.Y. 
means the end of that be-mazdaed 
| vista. 
General 


Phillipson’s 
right now insist on only external 
| blackouts, which means the hotel 
| roof niteries and Rainbow Room can 
| operate, providing they blackout 
| their lights from outside view. Vene- 
|tian blinds and blackout curtains 
will take care of that, and already 
twite-a-week rehearsals have mat- 
ters fully under control. 

Should this type of dim-out prove 
ineffective, however, Genéral Phillip- 
son says he will call for a complete 
blackout of all buildings above the 
15th story. That may spell the finale 
(for the duration) of all upper- 
story nocturnal amusements, it be- 
ing feared that be-curtained interiors 
would make for a morbid effect. 


regulations 





First Lieut. MeCurdy Now 


Portland, Ore., April 28. 
William L. McCurdy. son of Park- 
er Theatres’ Manager ‘Bill’ McCurdy 
has been promoted from Second to 
First Lieutenant in the Army Air 
Corps. Young McCurdy is at pres- 
ent attending a special gunnery 
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hu Kormce. 


eglect Complexion Careg 





“Romance and lovely skin just seem to go together,” 
says this beautiful star. “Find the right care for 
your skin and stick to it. I use Lux Toilet Soap 
regularly. You’ll find ACTi "E-LATHER FACIALS 
really work.” This gentle soun’s ACTIVE lather . 
removes stale cosmetics, every trace of dust and 
dirt—helps keep skin smooth. Get 3 cakes today! 
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HERE'S MY DAILY 
ACTIVE-LATHER FACIAL. 
| PAT THE LATHER 
LIGHTLY IN—RINSB 
WITH WARM WATER 
THEN WITH COOL 





Then dont 


































PAT DRY WITH 
A SOFT TOWEL. 
NOW YOUR SKIN 
FEELS SMOOTHER, 
HAS SUCH A FRESH 
LOOK. LOVELY 
SKIN WINS ! 






























